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Are You Prepped and Ready 
For the National Meeting?

By Clif Johnson, President • BMA of America
 The arrangements are made, and your BMA national departments and agen-
cies are putting last-minute touches on their reports to give you all the informa-
tion you desire and the victories and accomplishments for the kingdom in the 
last seven months. Add to that the numerous other BMA-driven ministries. In 
other words, we are preparing for you!
 Now the question becomes, “Are you preparing for the meeting?” One of the best 
ways you can prepare for the meeting is to go to bmaamerica.org/2022-department-
video-reports to see video reports from our department leaders. These videos allow 
you the opportunity to see and hear extended reports from our departments, giving 
you more information than you would otherwise receive at the national meeting 
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 Fairview Baptist Church in Jones-
boro is seeking a bi-vocational youth 
minister. For more information, contact 
Pastor Gary Henderson at (870) 935-
0266 (church office), (870) 974-1996 
(cell) or pastorgaryhenderson@gmail.
com.

 After reviewing the Coordinating 
Council recommendations (see the 
March 9 issue), I reached out to Execu-
tive Director of Missions Dr. John Da-
vid Smith and asked if he would explain 
the reasoning behind the changes that 
are being recommended. What follows 
is a summary of the explanation from 
a phone call with him on March 21:
 The main thing that drives the 
proposed change is that “structure 
always has to bow to mission and vi-
sion.” In our conversation, Dr. Smith 
referred to the “exponential growth” of 
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 • Elvis Garcia, coordinator of His-
panic Church Planting,
 • Ashraf Sara, coordinator of Arabic 
Church Planting,
 • Dr. Scott Carson, chaplaincy 
Director,
 • Heidi Sorrells, pastor advocate 
for Church Health and
 • Eliezar B Semedo, North Ameri-
can church planting assistant.
 There are also many that fall under 
the umbrella of Mission Connect Min-
istries. These include the following:
 • Jerry Kidd, director of Mission-
ary Care (if recommendations are 
approved, he will become a consultant 
for missionary care),
 • Jonathan Montgomery, assis-
tant director of Missionary Care (if 
recommendations are approved, he 
will become the full-time director of 
Missionary Care),
 • Dr. Ralph Izard, director of Op-
erations for BMMI (Baptist Medical 
Missions International)
 • Dr. John Ladd, associate director 
of Operations for BMMI,
 • Angela Rice, short-term missions,
 • Sidney Vines, church relationship 
manager and
 • Holly Meriweather, lead writer.
 When asked about the name change 
from “executive director” and “director 
of operation” to “president” and “vice-
president,” Dr. Smith said the main thing 
was to help everyone realize that there 
was a change. He also emphasized that 
the name change is not what matters as 
much as the structure that is now in place 
that gives them the ability to lead as there 
is continued growth and expansion of 
ministry. The new structure would allow 
them to add a “vice-president” as they 
saw a need arise in a certain area, rather 
than having to present a new change to 
the current structure.
 There are some important things to 
note concerning the proposed changes:
 • There are no job description changes 

the Missions Department, especially 
internationally, that has required some 
changes in how things need to be done 
in order to “do more with less.”
 The current structure calls for elect-
ing an executive director of Missions, 
who would then recommend directors 
of operation for international missions 
and North American missions. In May 
2021, after the resignation of the direc-
tor of operations for international mis-
sions and the realization that one man 
would simply not be able to fill that role 
adequately because of the growth, they 
were presented with an opportunity to 
better organize and restructure the work.
 There are now eight regional co-
ordinators for international missions 
that help maintain the connection with 
our missionaries in their designated 
region. The coordinators are:
 • David Dickson, senior field co-
ordinator for Central/Latin America,
 • Johnmichael Poulin, field coor-
dinator for South America/Africa,
 • Charlie Costa, field coordinator 
for the Middle East,
 • Eric Johnson, field coordinator 
for Mexico,
 • John Meriweather, field coordina-
tor for Southeast Asia,
 • Stan Scroggins, field coordinator 
for Asia Pacific,
 • Larry Wood, field coordinator 
for Europe and
 • John David Smith/Eliezar B. 
Semedo, field coordinators for Por-
tuguese-speaking countries
 For North American Missions, 
there are five coordinators that work 
with Director of Church Planting and 
Church Health Larry Barker. These 
coordinators are:

 When most of us think about BMA Missions, at least one name quickly 
comes to mind: Jerry Kidd. Bro. Jerry has embodied BMA Missions for many 
years and inspired countless generations of missionaries. Not only has he served 
as a North American church planter and a foreign missionary, but he also served 
for several years as director of International Missions and was the first director of 
Missionary Care. He has truly been a “Pastor of Missionaries” through his spirit 
of encouragement to those serving Christ worldwide. Bro. Jerry has a long legacy 
of faithful missionary service within our association. It is no surprise that he was 
included in the inaugural class of Legacy Missionaries for BMA Missions.
 For several years under his leadership of Missionary Care, Bro. Jerry has dreamed 
of having an opportunity to gather all our missionaries in one location for a care 
conference. Bro. Jerry said, “My hope has been for us to get all the missionaries 
together in one place so they can experience the same spiritual blessing as a team. 
There is a spirit of solidarity among our missionaries. BMA Missions has become 
a worldwide effort of advancing the gospel. We have the witness that is going out 
all over the world. And when our missionaries can all come together, they will 
easily see the global aspect of their team’s far-reaching effect.”
 Since its earliest days, conferences have been an essential aspect of the Mis-
sionary Care ministry. Several regional conferences were held to encourage BMA 
missionaries. Bro. Jerry stated, “Our people understand that missionaries make 
tremendous sacrifices when they leave home to serve on a foreign field, but one 
thing they may not fully realize is that often our missionaries work in isolation. 

Missionary Care Ministry 
Plans Global Conference

By Jonathan Montgomery, Assitant Director of Missionary Care
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Looking for The
Right Volunteers
 As we head toward summer, it is time to start planning for the 2022-2023 school 
year. I know that may seem crazy to the uninitiated, but those of us in student ministry 
need to always be thinking six months to a year in advance of where we are at any 
given point in time. That has been extremely difficult during these days of pandemic, 
but it is time to embrace a spirit of intentionality as we move forward.
 One of the important areas to constantly evaluate is your volunteer team. These 
are the men and women who are working with your students in a more hands 
on/face-to-face manner. They probably lead small groups and reach out to your 
students when you aren’t able to do it yourself. Their service is impactful and can 
make a significant difference in the effectiveness of your ministry. So, where do 
we start when we are trying to lay out a plan for recruiting the right people?
 • Eliminate the idea that we just need to fill a spot. It is important that we 
carefully consider who is working with our students and children. We don’t need 
to take shortcuts in this area. We should take time to pray for God’s provision in 
these areas and seek to establish proper guidelines as we look for workers. The 
wrong worker can do a great deal of damage to your ministry.
 • Look to your church’s mission, vision and values as you lay out guidelines. 
As you establish guidelines for your youth volunteer team, be sure that you are 
on the same page as the church. Remember, your student ministry should never 
be a separate entity. It is a part of the church. You want your guidelines to line 
up with the church as a whole.
 • Find men and women who love students, no matter their age or educa-
tion. We can fall into the trap of just looking for college/career age adults to 
work with our students. Some of the best volunteers in my student ministry over 
the years have been parents and even grandparents. They bring a stability and 
maturity that can be beneficial to students’ lives. In addition, we sometimes look 
down on possible volunteers because of their lack of education. Don’t let that be 
a part of your thought process. Are they trainable? Do they want to serve? That 
willingness can make up for any perceived deficiencies.
 • Find men and women who love Jesus and the Word. You don’t want vol-
unteers who simply want out of adult activities or just want to keep an eye on 
those “crazy teenagers.” You want people who are growing in their understanding 
of God’s Word and love Jesus deeply. That type of attitude is contagious, and it 
is something you want to infect your group with regularly.
 • Find men and women who are already connecting with students. As you 
look for volunteers, look for those that are already having conversations with your 
students in the worship gathering. These individuals care about students and want 
to know what is going on in their lives. They may already be praying for the young 
men and women connected to your student ministry. They are a great place to start.
 Finding the right volunteers and the proper number can be frustrating. 
COVID has pushed some of our people away. Don’t rush into using the wrong 
people. Take some time to think through who would make the best workers in 
your student ministry and pray that God will send them to join you as you seek 
to impact the next generation for Jesus.

Baseball
 • North Little Rock, March 16 — 
CBC hosted the Buffaloes of Arkansas 
Baptist College (ABC) at Burns Park. 
CBC (13-9) pounded out 13 hits, in-
cluding 5 home runs, to run rule ABC 
(0-3) 17-1.
 • North Little Rock, March 18 
— Opening the American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) schedule, CBC 
hosted the Trojans of Hanniball-
LaGrange (HLGU) at Burns Park. 
CBC (14-9, 1-0 AMC) came from 
behind on three separate occasions to 
defeat HLGU (6-8, 0-1 AMC) 17-15.
 • North Little Rock, March 19 
— Looking to finish the series strong 
after coming back to win in the opener, 
CBC wrapped up their AMC series 
with HLGU at Burns Park. CBC (16-
9, 3-0 AMC) got dominant pitching 
and timely hitting to finish the sweep, 
beating HLGU (6-10, 0-3 AMC) 
10-7 and 7-0.

Track & Field
 • Searcy, March 19 — Competing 
for the second time this season, CBC 
was at the Harding Invitational. No 
team scores were recorded, but Ally 
Swaim won yet another race in her 
illustrious career. Swaim topped the 
field in the 100-meter hurdles, posting 
a time of 15.32 to best second place by 
over two-tenths of a second. Swaim 
also ran in the 200 meters and recorded 
a time of 27.87 to place fifth.

Sports
News

By Erik Holth

Dan Carson 
Director

Matters
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PROFILE

 This year’s Commencement Ceremony will be held on the campus of Central 
Baptist College Saturday, May 7. There will be two ceremonies, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
In December, we held the first December Commencement Ceremony in school 
history. There were nearly 30 students that were eligible to graduate, and most 
of the graduates participated.
 This May there are approximately 65 graduates who will be participating. The 
event will also be livestreamed for the family and friends who cannot attend the 
ceremony.
 In addition to adding the December Commencement, a change has been made 
to the Commencement Speaker for each ceremony. The Graduation Committee, 
along with the Executive Leadership Team’s approval, recommended that we utilize 
our faculty members to give the Commencement Address to our graduates. The 
committee felt that this would make the experience much more personal for the 
students to have one of their own faculty members deliver the address.
 In December, Dr. Joel Slayton addressed our students in a very personal way. 
This meant a lot to the administration, faculty and students. The committee is 
currently coordinating this year’s speaker and looks forward to another memo-
rable Central Baptist College Commencement Ceremony.
 Students and guests can find current details and the livestream link at cbc.
edu/graduation.

Honor and Memorial Gifts
 The following are honor and memorial contributions received since the last 
report by Central Baptist College. Some of the contributions are recurring gifts 
but are only listed once. However, the family and/or honoree received an ac-
knowledgement each time an honor/memorial gift was received. 

May Commencement 
Ceremony

Check Out TheCheck Out The
Trumpet Archives AtTrumpet Archives At
baptisttrumpet.com/baptisttrumpet.com/

archivearchive

In Memory Of
 Kenneth R. Brown by Mr. & Mrs. 
Tommy L. Wallace; J. E. Cobb by Mr. 
& Mrs. Tommy L. Wallace; Dr. Har-
old E. Cooper by Mr. & Mrs. Tommy 
L. Wallace; Erma Harrell by Marieca 
G. Ashworth; Jim Lambright by Mr. 
& Mrs. Lanny Whitaker; Mildred 
Lambright by Cecelia Graham and 
Mr. & Mrs. Lanny Whitaker;
 Charles McIllwain by Mr. & Mrs. 
Garry Wood, Garver Aviation Team, 
Matt Fleming, Lane Home Furnish-
ings, Mr. & Mrs. Billy Higdon, Mr. & 
Mrs. Jerry D. Clark and Michael Chen-
evert; Donna “Micki” M. Mitchell by 

Ms. Esther M. Kershner-Mitchell; Dr. 
Ron Mitchell by Esther M. Kershner-
Mitchell; Merle Stuckey by Mrs. Delo-
res Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Virgil Hellums, 
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Stuckey, Sharron 
Masey, Mr. & Mrs. Tom Murphree, 
Sara Young, Mr. & Mrs. Clifton Petty, 
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Linville and Mr. & 
Mrs. James E. Cobb; Charles A. Sul-
livan, Jr. by Mr. Charles W. Deaton.

In Honor Of
 Judy Gabbard by Mr. & Mrs. 
Tommy L. Wallace; Crystal Long by 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Whittingham; Frank 
Panzrino by Norman D. Crass.

itself. Don’t let the Wednesday morning 
session be the first time you hear from 
your department leaders. Rather, take 
advantage of this opportunity to become 
acquainted with all that your BMA 
ministries have accomplished in 2021.
 In addition to watching the video, 
here are other ways you can prepare 
for our national meeting:
 • Make sure you have made hotel res-
ervations. Visit  bmaamerica.org/2022-
hotel-reservations to do so today. (You 
can also find all informatoin related to 
the national meeting at BaptistTrumpet.
com/BMAA2022.)
 • Call or text your pastor friends 
to make sure they will be coming with 
you, even arranging to travel together. 
I think we can all agree that one of the 
best parts of the national meeting is 
getting together with long-time pastor 
friends and making new friendships 
with other brothers and sisters.
 • Pray for the unity of our associa-
tion. It seems we live in the most hostile 
and divided time I have ever seen, but 
the one place where there should be 
unity is within the church and within 
the churches of the BMA.
 • Pray that you will have a heart 
ready to worship the Lord and receive 
His Word during our worship services 

MEETING
(Continued From Page 1)

and breakout sessions.
 Once again, it is my great honor to 
serve the churches of the BMA, and 
I look forward to having a great time 
of celebration with you in just a few 
weeks.
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 Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

Living On Mission
 What is a disciple? The diction-
ary defines the word as “a follower or 
student of a teacher, leader or philoso-
pher.” A disciple of Christ is defined as 
“a personal follower of Jesus during His 
life, especially one of the 12 Apostles.” 
Jesus defined a disciple in Matt. 4:19: 
“Follow Me and I will make you fishers 
of men.” Lifeword Media Ministries 
has been working on a clear definition 
of discipleship and has landed on, “A 
disciple is someone who follows Jesus, 
is being transformed by Jesus and joins 
Him on mission to make disciples.” 
It follows the Matthew 4 formula of 
choosing, changing and committing 
to the mission of Jesus.
 The time has come for our spiritual 
practices and disciplines to be hearty 
and healthy enough to sustain us as 
His disciples carrying out His mission. 
Discipleship is more about life trans-
formation than it is about information 
transfer. Christianity is not just a set 
of doctrines to be affirmed but a way 
of life that is meant to be lived. The 
earliest Christians were described as 
“the Way” in Acts 9:2 simply because 
they were known as following “the 
way” of Jesus. We must rediscover 
a discipleship process of “missional 
spirituality” that connects our spiritual 
formation and growth practices with 
missional practices.
 Living on mission means that 
you are always intentionally building 
relationships with those who are not 
disciples or followers of Jesus. My good 
friend Dave DeVries describes this as 
not settling for store-bought cookies 
but desiring to make them from scratch. 
In the Discipleship Wheel, Jim Put-
man describes a reproducible process 
(reproduction should be occurring) 
where when a person is born again, they 
become an infant in Christ. They then 
grow into childhood, a young adult and 
then a spiritual parent. Why do they use 
spiritual parent over spiritually mature? 
True discipleship is disciples making 
disciples who are making disciples.

 The ultimate fruit of spiritual 
formation is not retreating from the 
world but missional engagement with 
the world. If you have chosen to follow 
Jesus, He will change you into whom 
He has called you to be, and that will 
lead you into living on mission with 
Jesus. If it does not, something is ter-
ribly broken in the discipleship process 
and your spiritual formation. When 
was the last time you had a gospel 
conversation with someone who is far 
from God? When is the last time you 
even had someone far from God on 
your radar? Who can you name that 
you are praying for an opportunity to 
share with them the love of Christ?
 Discipleship seems to have been 
neutered in the reproductive process. 
Many speak of choosing and deciding to 
follow Christ. Many speak of the change 
that is occurring in their hearts and lives 
as He transforms them into His image. 
But few are speaking of how they have 
intentionally committed themselves to 
live on His mission. If you are a follower 
of Jesus, carefully listen to His admoni-
tions. Jesus said, “I will make you fishers of 
men.” Jesus said, “I came to seek and save 
the lost.” Jesus said, “Go into the highways 
and hedges to compel them to come in.” Jesus 
said, “Go and make disciples of all nations.”
 Where do you begin?
 • Begin in prayer. Pray for the Lord 
to send forth laborers into the harvest 
and allow that prayer to include you. 
 • Recommit to the Great Com-
mission and the Great Command-
ment. Make more than a verbal or 
mental assent, but rather put sharing 
the gospel into your daily practice 
along with your spiritual disciplines.
 • Remember that everything Je-
sus did as God incarnate was about 
seeking (deliberately connecting with 
people who are lost) and saving (de-
liberately helping followers grow in 
His grace and truth).
 Are you and your church making 
disciples? If not, why not?
 Build traction by developing your 

awareness of people around you who 
are far from God. Your goal is to make 
them aware of you and your love for 
Christ in a positive way. Hold yourself 
accountable. Then connect with them 
in order to know their name and for 
them to know yours. Pray for them daily. 
Spend quality time deepening your rela-
tionship with those you have connected 
with by listening to them and learning 
their story. At this point, you want to 
engage them in spiritual conversations. 
Once you know their story, be prepared 
to share the story of your life before you 
met Jesus, when you met Jesus and are 
now living for Jesus.
 Check with us for information 
on tools such as BLESS (Begin with 
prayer, Listen, Eat, Serve, Story), de-
veloping “Oikos” (your primary base 
of relationships and relational sphere 
of influence), how to share your story, 
evangelism in one verse and other tools. 
But remember to first focus on loving 
people who are far from God.
 Hopefully, your vision, and your 
church’s vision, is to introduce Jesus 
to as many people as possible in your 
surrounding area. Get a map of your 
area and determine, to the best of your 
ability, who knows Christ and who 
does not know Him. Determine how 
many people around you need Christ 
and how many you can effectively 
reach out to — is it 5, 10, 20 or more? 
Maybe before long, you will increase 
the size of your map.

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 I was just thinking about what a 
wonderful privilege it is to be a member 
of Chenal Valley Baptist Church. We 
have a wonderful congregation that, 
like so many, is not yet at full strength 
following the tremendous effects of 
the COVID pandemic. We are blessed 
with sweet harmony, fine fellowship 
and great worship services. Being a 
church member is a real blessing!
 Yet, I was just thinking about this: 
What is a Church Member? I share 
with you just a few thoughts about 
this blessing.
 • A Church Member is Part of 
a Body. Referring to the church, the 
gathering of Christ, Paul wrote, “Now 
you are the body of Christ, and each one 
of you is part of it.” He was address-
ing people who had been saved from 
the condemnation of sin, baptized by 
immersion and indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit. He was talking to people who 
are to worship the Lord and serve Him 
with all their hearts.
 “The body is a unit, though it is made 
up of many parts; and though all its parts 
are many, they form one body. So it is 
with Christ” (I Cor. 12:12).
 • A Church Member is Useful and 
Needed. When I say “needed” I mean 
that to the fullest extent. There cannot 
be a full gathering if all who are mem-
bers do not gather… everyone is needed. 
Why? Because all parts of the body have 
particular abilities and, for the local 
church to properly do the will of God, 
each member is needed to do his or her 
part. In my 58 years of ministry, I have 
heard so many express their opinions 
and yes, their excuses. Some have been 
emphatic: “I don’t need the church!” or 
“I’m not important, the church doesn’t 
need me!” Neither of those statements 
are true.
 Paul also addressed the importance 
of being a church member. He wrote, 
“Now the body is not made up of one part, 
but of many.” He then spoke of the need 
of a hand compared to the foot; the ear 
compared to the eye. Then he summed 
it up this way: “But in fact God has ar-
ranged the parts in the body, every one 
of them, just as he wanted them to be. If 
they were all one part, where would the 
body be? As it is, there are many parts, 
but one body” (I Cor. 12:14, 18-20).
 The apostle addressed the opinions in 

What is a Church Member?

See MEMBER, Page 6

this way: “The eye cannot say to the hand, 
‘I don’t need you!’ And the head cannot say 
to the feet, ‘I don’t need you!’ On the con-
trary, those parts of the body that seem to 
be weaker are indispensable, and the parts 
that we think are less honorable we treat 
with special honor,” (I Cor. 12:21-23).
 Think about your family for a mo-
ment. Who is most important in your 
family? Is it Dad? Mom? Is it one of 
the children, but not all of them? No, 
of course not! In fact, every member of 
your family, just like all the members of 
your church, is important. That is even 
though each has a different responsibil-
ity and differing abilities to make the 
family unit what it should be.
 Your church is also a family. Church 
members should treat the church fam-
ily like they would the members of 
their families.
 • A Church Member is Gifted. Be-
cause the Lord has given His gathering, 
His body, a commission, He has not 
left them unequipped to accomplish 
His commands. I hear so many say, “I 
don’t teach and I don’t sing, so I am not 
very useful in the church.” Nothing can 
be farther from the truth. If you are a 
church member, you have been gifted 
by the Holy Spirit with abilities that 
are particularly geared to help the body 
work together to accomplish God’s will 
and fulfill Christ’s Great Commission.
 Paul wrote, by inspiration: “Now to 
each one the manifestation of the Spirit 
is given for the common good” (I Cor. 
12:7). He then listed a number of 
those spiritual gifts that are needed, 
useful, and given to work together 
with other members of the body. Now 
notice this: “All these are the work of the 
one and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines.” 
Church member, you are spiritually 
gifted and particularly equipped to 
work with others in your church.
 • A Church Member is a Worship-
er. The church is not just a gathering 
of people, it is a gathering of worship-
ers. In fact, that is the supreme reason 
we gather from Sunday to Sunday in 
various houses of worship. A church 
member who refuses to gather with 
others to worship the One Who gave 
His only Son, to lift up the name of the 
One who died to save that individual 

MISSIONS
(Continued From Page 1)

that are part of these recommendations.
 • There are no new hires to fill 
new roles. (The regional coordinators 
are already in place and were chosen 
from current missions personnel.)
 • These structural changes have 
already been in place for a year with 
the approval of the Missions Advisory 
Committee.

RevivalsRevivals
 First, McNeil, April 10-13; 10 
a.m. Sunday - Mickeal and Sharon 
Quillman; 6 p.m. Sunday – Rocky 
Goodwin; 7 p.m. Monday – Eric 
Goble; 7 p.m. Tuesday – Ron 
Owen; 7 p.m. Wednesday – Dustin 
Wisely; Ken Williams, pastor.
 Faustina, Hampton, May 15-
18; 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Sun.; 7 p.m. 
Mon.-Wed.; Dwayne Williams, 
evangelist; Gene Boyette, pastor.

DeathsDeaths
 William “Jaker” Smith, 94 of 
Banks, passed away March 6. He was 
a member of Banks Baptist Church. 

Do you own a Business? 
Are you a member in good standing of a BMA of ARkansas CHurch?

Contact Jeff at
editor@baptisttrumpet.com

or (501) 565-4601 
to include a free listing

on the Trumpet’s Website.
www.baptisttrumpet.com
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Trumpet Notes
By Executive Editor Jeff Herring

headquartered out of state. Marijuana 
is a multimillion-dollar business, and 
the corporations behind marijuana have 
a lot of money at their disposal.
 As the 2022 election season pro-
gresses, voters need to be prepared 
for the marijuana industry to work 
hard to push its agenda in Arkansas. 
(familycouncil.org)

Trans-identified Swimmer Wins 
NCAA Women’s Championship
 A trans-identified swimmer has 
won an NCAA championship, spark-
ing outrage from critics who oppose 
allowing biological males who identify 
as females to compete on women’s 
sports teams. Will Thomas, a trans-
identified swimmer who now goes 
by the name Lia, won the 500-yard 
freestyle in the NCAA Division I 
national championship at the Georgia 
Institute of Technology on March 17.
 Thomas, who competes on the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania women’s swim-
ming team, edged out the second-place 
finisher by nearly two seconds. Multiple 
groups opposed to rules allowing bio-
logical males who identify as females 
from competing in women’s sports 
protested outside and inside Georgia 
Tech’s McAuley Aquatic Center.
 Members of Concerned Women 
for America (CWA), a socially conser-
vative advocacy group that filed a civil 
rights complaint against the University 
of Pennsylvania for allowing Thomas 
to compete on the women’s team, held 
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Journey with JeffJourney with JeffBy Executive Editor
Jeff Herring

God is So Good!
 As I am writing this, we have just 
wrapped up night three (Monday 
night) of our spring break retreat for 
Antioch Middle School and High 
School Student ministries. I was 
privileged to be able to come and be 
a sponsor for this event. I was able 
to continue to connect with my high 
school guys from my weekly small 
group and Sunday School class while 
also making some new friends. Kristin 
(my wife) was also able to take a break 
from her school studies (she is work-
ing on her second master’s degree!) 
and come as a sponsor as well.
 God has been moving all weekend, 
but tonight in the service there were at least seven young people that made 
the decision to commit their life to Christ! To say the service was exciting 
would be an understatement. What makes it so amazing is that, since last 
August, some of the individuals that made a decision were being prayed for 
specifically by name, and God answer those prayers! God is good!

Working While Away
 If you read the beginning section, you may realize that I am away from 
the office, but we still have a paper that goes out this week. This does make 
things a little different, but I am so thankful to have Allan back at the office 
to help tag team things as I work on the limited Wi-fi connection here at 
camp. Lord willing, the paper will go out, as usual, tomorrow even though I 
have been at camp since Saturday.

Thank You from the Philippines
 Last fall, I shared with you the 
needs of some of our missionaries in 
the Philippines and asked if anyone 
would like to contribute. Between 
the individuals and churches that 
donated over $1,000, we were able 
to ship two boxes of needed supplies 
and ministry materials to Danny and 
Rita Ballard. The boxes arrived in 
the Philippines on Feb. 20, and Bro. 
Danny said it was like Christmas 
when they opened the boxes and 
saw all the items. They wanted to 
let everyone know how much they 
appreciate the donations that made it possible.

New Desk
 Good friends are a true bless-
ing from the Lord. Shortly after 
I became executive editor, Allan 
and I (with help from Executive 
Director of Missions Paul White) 
worked to move offices around and 
remodel the editor’s office. I chose 
to retain the desk that has been in 
the office for as long as anyone can remember, but everything else was removed.
 I had an idea of what I would like, but I wasn’t really sure where to find 
what I had in mind. That is where my good friend Danny Paul, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church in Conway, comes into the picture. I knew Danny had 
a hobby of woodworking and building things, but I wasn’t sure if he would 
have time to figure out how to build something he had not done before. I 
shared my rough design with him, and he took it and did an amazing job 
of making my desk and shelves a reality. Even after all of it was finished, he 
insisted that I only cover the cost of materials and not pay him for his labor.
 I am so thankful for Danny, his friendship and his amazing skill that he 
used to be a blessing the ministry of the Baptist Trumpet.

signs outside the natatorium ahead of 
the competition.
 In CWA’s complaint addressed to 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
at the U.S. Department of Education 
Catherine Lhamon, Concerned Women 
for America, said that as recently as 2020, 
“Thomas was competing as a member 
of UPenn’s men’s swimming team.”
 Thomas’ victory in the 500-yard 
freestyle comes as some states are imple-
menting laws requiring student-athletes 
to compete on teams that correspond 
with their biological sex instead of their 
identity. Supporters of such legislation 
frequently point to the biological differ-
ences between men and women that they 
believe give trans-identified males an 
unfair advantage over their biologically 
female counterparts in athletic events. 
(christianpost.com)

Pastor’s Warning About Disney 
Pixar’s New Film “Turning Red”
 There’s been no shortage of conver-
sation and debate surrounding Disney 
Pixar’s new animated film “Turning 
Red.” The movie, a coming-of-age story 
about a 13-year-old girl named Meilin 
who starts magically turning into a giant 
red panda, has one pastor warning about 
its themes and asking, “Is it demonic?”
 Mike Signorelli, senior pastor of 
V1 Church in New York City, recently 
released a video on social media taking 
parents through his spiritual concerns 
over the film and the reasons he con-
cluded it’s simply not a kids’ movie.
 “I believe that every parent — not 
just a pastor, but a parent — has a 
mandate to actually screen material,” 
Signorelli told Faithwire. “Because 
every single device you have in your 

Baby Saved From Abortion
In Little Rock
 On March 16, 40 Days for Life in 
Little Rock reported that a baby was 
saved from abortion.
 Toni, the coordinator for 40 Days 
for Life’s pro-life prayer vigils in Little 
Rock, wrote, “Great news! A young 
couple stopped today after coming out 
of their appointment at Planned Par-
enthood. They wanted to know more 
about getting a free ultrasound. The 
mom said she prayed this morning for 
God to give her a sign that He would 
provide for the needs of this baby. A 
couple of ladies from Cathedral of St 
Andrew out there praying with a ‘Free 
Ultrasound’ sign were used by God to 
answer this mom’s prayer! Pray for this 
couple as they begin the journey into 
parenthood.
 “God can use you too, so if you 
haven’t already done so, sign up for your 
time on the sidewalk at 40daysforlife.
com/littlerock.”
 You can learn more about the 40 
Days for Life (March 2-April 10) vigils 
in Little Rock by going to 40daysfor-
life.com/en/littlerock. You can also 
learn more about the 40 Days for Life 
(March 2-April 10) vigils in Rogers by 
going to 40daysforlife.com/en/rogers. 
(familycouncil.org)

Leslie Passes Resolution
Opposing Abortion
 On March 7, the Leslie City Council 
passed a resolution affirming that Leslie 
is a Pro-Life City. Leslie — which is in 
Searcy County, in the northern region 
of the state — joins a growing list of 
communities that have declared they are 
Pro-Life after the Arkansas Legislature 
passed Act 392 of 2021 by Rep. Kendon 
Underwood (R/Cave Springs) and Sen. 
Gary Stubblefield (R/Branch) that al-
lows cities and counties to designate 
themselves as Pro-Life. Act 392 also says 
that Pro-Life Communities can install 
signs or banners announcing that they 
are Pro-Life.
 To date, 18 counties and 10 cities 
and towns have passed resolutions rec-
ognizing unborn children and affirming 
that they are Pro-Life. (lifenews.com)

Pro-Marijuana PAC
Donates to Candidates
 Reports filed with the Arkansas 
Secretary of State’s Office show the 
pro-marijuana political action com-
mittee Grow has given $6,000 this year 
to candidates for the Arkansas Legis-
lature ahead of the May Primary Elec-
tions. Grow represents the Arkansas 
Cannabis Industry Association, a trade 
association for medical marijuana in 
Arkansas. (Go to familycouncil.org for 
a list of campaigns Grow has donated 
to so far this year.)
 Much of the money that Grow do-
nates to candidates in Arkansas appears 
to come from marijuana businesses 
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In My Own Words
Donny Parrish, Lifeword Executive Director
donny@lifeword.org

 I recently celebrated one of those 
milestone birthdays. I’m officially of 
Medicare age now — 65 years old. I 
never thought that I would live to be 
65 but here I am, kicking it! This year of 
my life also marks a ministry milestone 
as well. I’ve been serving the Lord in 
vocational ministry for 45 years. I’m 
not sure the years God has given me 
to serve Him have made me any wiser 
(which probably says a lot about me), 
but it does grant me some street cred 
when it comes to experience. So, here 
are some musings looking back on 45 
years of service.
 • For some reason only known by 
The Father, people are incredibly pre-
cious to God.
 • Though questioned, ridiculed and 
facing relentless efforts to discredit it, 
the Bible still stands as the best source 
of information for living a great life.
 • A pastor’s church family is where 
he serves. His family at home is where 
he makes a life.
 • My true success in ministry can 
only be measured by my faithfulness 
to His calling.
 • Comparing myself or my ministry 
to the ministry of others will only lead 
to guilt and depression.
 • I still need to be learning — every 
day.
 • The lives of people who live in 
theological echo chambers are usually 
marked by being stale, judgmental and 
unforgiving.
 • Exercise helps with my energy 
level and emotional state as much as 
anything else I do.

 • As much as I want it not to, noth-
ing hurts worse than watching people 
walk away.
 • Mexican food is one of the Lord’s 
choice blessings.
 • Life is better with good friends.
 • It’s okay to take time off every 
week. It makes you a better servant. 
Even Jesus took time to rest.
 • I’m not much, but my God is 
really big.
 • Laughing is great exercise for the 
heart.
 • My kids will remember the time 
I spent with them lots more than any 
sermon I might preach.
 • Everything I need to know about 
God I can learn from the life of Jesus.
 • I should never lose my wonder 
in the cross or the resurrection.
 • It is such a blessing to serve the 
Lord and His church.

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Hillcrest Baptist Church in Tex-
arkana is seeking a bi-vocational music 
director. For more information, contact 
Pastor Kelly Owens at hbctexarkana@
gmail.com.
 Lone Oak Baptist Church in Mis-
sissippi County is seeking a full-time 
pastor. For information, call Glenn 
Moody at (870) 740-2532 or visit lo-
neoakbaptistchurch.com. Resumes may 
be sent to glenn.farmers1st@att.net.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860. 
 Franklin Street Baptist Church 
in Farmerville, La. is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 268, Farmerville, 
La. 71241.

 Watching an old western movie, 
we’d often hear the sound of thunder-
ing horses and the blaring of bugles, 
and we knew the Calvary was on its 
way to rescue the “damsel in distress.” 
Today, it might be the sound of the 
siren on an ambulance letting us know 
help is on the way for us or someone 
we love. But the sound of rescue that 
I love most are my two favorite words 
in the Bible — But God!
 Over and over in Scripture, we read 
about God’s people being in terrible 
situations. Then we see those two little 
words — But God — and we are assured 
that God was still in control and that He 
would work everything out. However, 
their rescue was not always immediate 
because God was using whatever was 
happening to teach His people what 
He wanted them to know.
 Those who believe in Christ and 
have trusted Him as their Savior still 
face bad times today, and our But God 
is found in many places in Scripture, 
including Rom. 8:28 (HCSB): “We 
know that all things work together for 
the good of those who love God: those who 
are called according to His purpose.”
 When I was not quite 12 years 
old (almost 63 years ago!), I heard the 
gospel (the story of the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ), real-
ized I was a sinner, confessed my sins 
to God and asked Him to forgive me. 
Then I asked Jesus to come into my 
heart and take control… and He did!
 One of the first verses I memorized 
was Rom. 8:28. And I’ve found that 
God has always been faithful… but He 
hasn’t always come in on a thundering 
white horse with trumpets blaring to 
save me from whatever terrible situ-
ation I was in at the time.
 Sometimes the trouble I was in 
was of my own making and due to 
my sin. Other times, it was because of 
the sins of others. And other times, it 
was simply to teach me something I 
needed to know. To be honest, there 
have been times when I wept bitter 
tears and asked, “Lord, don’t you love 
me? Why are you letting this happen 
to me?” After all these years, I know 
the answer — yes, He loves me with 
“an everlasting love” ( Jer. 31:3), but He 
is constantly teaching me how to be 
like Jesus, and sometimes those lessons 
are painful and take a while.
 Jerry Bridges said, in his book Trust-
ing God, said: “God knows exactly what 
adversity we need to go through to 
grow more and more into the likeness 
of His Son… He not only knows what 
we need but when we need it and how 
to bring it to pass in our lives… He is 
the perfect teacher, and His discipline 

Equipping the Called
By Diane Baier Spriggs, Editor Emeritus
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The View From 65is always exactly suited to our needs.”
 I once told my former boss, “I think 
God is trying to teach me something;” 
to which He immediately replied, “God 
isn’t trying to do anything!” I got the 
point — God was teaching me; the 
question was whether I was listening and 
learning. As I look back through my life 
after all these years, I see times when He 
was, indeed, teaching me. Some lessons 
I learned quickly, and some took many 
years. These are three of the many But 
God moments in my life — when God 
did, indeed, come to my rescue:
 • My mother probably had a men-
tal illness. As a child, I kept wondering 
why I was so wonderful one minute 
and so awful the next. Of course, I 
blamed it on my behavior, and I’m 
sure that was true some of the time. 
But after a lot of prayer and study, 
I’ve come to realize that my mother 
probably suffered from untreated 
bipolar disorder, which caused her to 
have extreme “highs and lows” and 
contributed to the mental/verbal abuse 
and neglect my sisters and I suffered.
 But God used mother’s condition 
to make me strong and has taught me 
many lessons, especially what not to 
do. After she died back in 2002, I was 
helping my husband with a project 
and when he looked over and saw my 
tears, he asked what was wrong. I said, 
“I just realized that I’ll never have the 
mother I always wanted.” He simply 
said, “No, but our children do.” That’s 
when I realized that mother’s mental 
illness had been used for my good. 
Through mother, He had taught me 
to depend on Him continually and He 
also taught me a few things I should 
do (and many things I shouldn’t do) 
when I became a mother. God hadn’t 
removed my problem, but He had 
brought me through it by His grace 
and made me more like His Son.
 • We lost our firstborn son. I had 
always wanted to be a mother, and Pat 
and I named our child before we even 
got married — Sean Patrick. We were 
absolutely thrilled when we found out, 
after we’d been married a couple of 
years, that I was carrying our baby — 
the first grandchild on both sides. The 
pregnancy was uneventful, and so was 
his birth. But after only seven hours 
of life and before I even got to hold 
him, Sean coughed up phlegm and 
passed away in the hospital nursery. 
We were devastated to say the least!
 But God has used Sean’s short life 
in so many ways through the years. We 
determined that not even one second 
of our son’s life would be used by Satan 
and that we would praise the Lord and 
glorify Him in all of it. God has honored 

that decision and has used our testi-
mony to be a blessing to others through 
the years. Nobody can understand the 
loss of a child unless they have been 
through it, and God has placed people 
in my path that I could empathize with 
and encourage — including my sister, 
who lost her 14-year-old son in a car 
accident many years later.
 Another But God — A couple of 
years after Sean died, we welcomed 
our precious son, Robert Patrick into 
our lives. Then two years after that, our 
princess, Trina Michelle completed 
our little family. When our children 
were married, their spouses became 
our “children in love,” and a few years 
later we added three grandchildren and 
one of those (Baleigh and her husband, 
Garrett) gave us a great grandson! God 
is so good!
 • I always wanted to be a school 
teacher, but God didn’t allow it. I had 
always been a fairly good student and 
planned to attend college and earn my 
degree. But a week before I graduated 
from high school, a handsome young 
Marine asked me to marry him, and col-
lege went by the wayside. I fell back on 
what I’d learned in my secretarial classes 
and worked for 10 years at the Arkansas 
Department of Health — Maternal and 
Child Health Division, which was a big 
help during the years my children were 
born! (Another “But God” moment — 
He always knows where to place His 
children, doesn’t He?)
 • But God did allow me to teach 
for many years in church, and some of 
my fondest memories and blessings 
revolve around those experiences and 
those beloved students.
 • Another But God — A few 
months after I left the Health 
Department, I received a call from 
the editor of the Baptist Trumpet 
asking me to come and fill in for their 
typesetter who was going on maternity 
leave. (She and the editor’s secretary 
were friends of mine from church, 
and they recommended me to him.) 
So, on Jan. 2, 1980, I started working 
there — temporary, part-time and sight 
unseen by the boss — and stayed there 
until I retired on Nov. 5, 2020 — over 
40 years! Oh, and did I mention that 
for the last 15 years I served as editor? 
God works in mysterious ways!
 Like I said, I’ve lived a lot of years 
and I could go on and on about my But 
God moments, but you get the picture. 
There have been times when I folded 
my arms, looked up to Heaven and 
said, “Well, it’s going to be interesting 
to see how You work this one out!” But 
God has always been there, working 
all things together for my good.
 He doesn’t promise that His children 
— those who have accepted Christ as 
their Savior — won’t have to go through 
bad times. He doesn’t promise to give us 
a way around our troubles, but He does 
promise to show us a way through them 
and that He’ll walk beside us all the way.
 Keep looking for those “But God” 
moments — they’re coming!
 — This article is shared with per-
mission and was originally published at 
lifeword.org/blog/equipping-the-called.

NOTES
(Continued From Page 4)

home is a portal, either a window into 
the things of God or, unfortunately, 
things that I believe are demonic.”
 The preacher said he is the parent of a 
young child and wanted to screen “Turn-
ing Red” to understand its contents 
better. Signorelli detailed his warnings:
 “Within the first eight minutes, I 
was absolutely appalled,” he said, noting 
the theme deals with ancestral com-
munication, among other topics that 
don’t align with a biblical worldview.
 “We know in Heb. 9:27, it’s ap-
pointed once to live and then to die 
and we face judgment, and it’s strictly 
forbidden, in the Christian context, to 
communicate with the dead,” Signo-
relli said. “And so, even within the 
first eight minutes, you have chanting, 
communication with ancestors and 
immediately a red flag should start 
to go off.” (faithwire.com)
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 I’ve written several articles about 
Gog and Magog, and how a serious 
look of the prophecy in Ezekiel 38 
and 39 shows it isn’t Russia nor this 
current war in Ukraine. Many articles, 
videos, podcasts and sermons have said 
otherwise and, I believe, sown seeds 
that will result in disillusionment once 
again when those warnings prove to be 
incorrect as other unbiblical assump-
tions have done. This debate has made 
me think on what are the foundational 
verses for Bible prophecy? Prophecy is 
scattered throughout all the Bible, but 
is there an anchor that should hold our 
interpretations? What should be the 
foundation of Bible prophecy? What 
is the biblical cornerstone content for 
prophecy throughout the entire Word 
of God?
 The number one reason there are 
such divisive views within interpreting 
end-time Bible prophecy is we read 
into the text our preconceived ideas 
rather than taking the Word at face 
value. Though an external presupposi-
tion is detrimental to rightly dividing 
the truth, a foundational framework 
from Scripture could be helpful to keep 
us on track. Such a framework would 
serve as the edges of a jigsaw puzzle.
 One of the suggestions for that 
foundation passage that could frame 
our end time studies is the Olivet 
Discourse found in Matthew 24, Mark 
13 and Luke 21. This is Jesus laying 
out events at the end of the age. Yet, 
the whole premise of that passage is 
that Jesus is answering the disciples’ 
question as to what the signs of the 
end of the age would be. They already 
had prophetic foundation. They knew 
another age was coming and this one 
would end. Therefore, there’s a frame-
work predating the New Testament. 
Throughout this teaching Jesus men-

The Foundation Of
Bible Prophecy

tions prophecies written in the Old 
Testament. In Matt. 24:15, Jesus said, 
“So when you see standing in the holy place 
‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ 
spoken of through the prophet Daniel...’” 
Jesus points to a previous foundation.
 Even in many of the major and 
minor prophet books in the Bible, 
we see them referring to previous 
passages. The prophets were build-
ing on an already existent end of the 
age framework. One example of this 
comes from Ezekiel 38 in reference 
to the identity of Gog: “This is what 
the Sovereign Lord says: You are the one 
I spoke of in former days by my servants 
the prophets of Israel. At that time they 
prophesied for years that I would bring 
you against them” (Ezek. 38:17).
 So, what are the foundational pas-
sages? If we’re looking for a founda-
tional framework, we should begin in 
the Pentateuch — the first five books 
of the Bible. And even there in the 
law, we find prophesies. These should 
be the start of our framework.
 The first prophesy is found in Gen. 
3:15: “I will put enmity between you and 
the woman, and between your offspring 
and hers; he will crush your head, and 
you will strike his heel.” Here God says 
there will be a specific descendent of 
Eve that would receive a blow from 
Satan, but ultimately would defeat 
Satan. It’s also suggested there would 
be an offspring of Satan.
 One of the other major foundation-
al prophecies is found in Genesis 12 
as Abraham’s descendant is promised 
a land and promised to be a blessing.
 Another is found in Genesis 49, 
where we read a descendant of Judah 
is said to be a ruler over all the nations.
 Now these aren’t all of them, but 
you can see how a foundation is laid 
even in the first books of the Bible. The 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless

jake@standfirmministries.com • stand-
firmministries.com

Old Testament prophets didn’t provide 
a new narrative, but they fleshed out the 
existing biblical prophetic frame. Jesus 
did the same — He also confirmed the 
existing framework. He didn’t contra-
dict what the disciples knew, rather 
He gave them more details. The New 
Testament writers would do the same 
as the prophets — they built on the 
existing foundation. Then, ultimately, 
the book of Revelation is the capstone 
for the fleshed-out framework of end 
of the age prophecy. It’s like Jesus re-
turned to John on the Isle of Patmos 
to finish the Olivet Discourse.
 This idea of prophesy being one 
consistent narrative over all of Scrip-
ture — a foundation fleshed out over 
the centuries — seems novel and, 
unfortunately, it is regarding the in-
terpretation of most end time events. 
Most teachings and books you find 
treat individual Bible prophecies as 
being multiple narratives, but that’s far 
from how the Bible writers themselves 
viewed the prophecies they shared.
 The foretelling of the end of the age 
in Scripture is a consistent narrative.
 Though my view seems novel, we 
already do treat some prophecies like 
that. As we celebrate the Old Testa-
ment prophecies that foretold Jesus, 
we see them as one unfolding narrative 
with each new prophet fleshing out the 
foundation of a Messiah. We are correct 
in interpreting Scripture in that way to 
see how Jesus is the fulfillment of many 
prophecies, so why don’t we do that with 
the rest of the end of the age events?
 Good question if I do say so myself!
 As you are bombarded with dif-
ferent perspectives on Bible prophecy 
during the Russian invasion and what-
ever else follows, examine what serves 
as your anchor. We each need to have 
a foundation for biblical prophecy.
 As you go back to the Pentateuch 
for that foundation one thing you will 
find is Gog was spoken of in the book 
of Numbers, but that’s a conversation 
for another day.
 Jake is available for revivals and 
preaching learn more at standfirmmin-
istries.com.

MEMBER
(Continued From Page 3)

from the condemnation of sin, and to 
submit to the leadership of the Holy 
Spirit to serve the Lord with body, mind 
and soul, has abandoned the body with 
whom he or she should be serving.
 We humans can make every excuse 
we want as to why we do not gather 
to worship with other believers, but 
when it comes down to it, most just 
don’t want to gather even though God’s 
Word instructs us to do so. Jesus said, 
“Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God 
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship 
in spirit and truth” ( John 4:23-24).
 • A Church Member is an Encour-
ager. All members are not teachers or 
singers or servers, but all should be 
encouragers. One of the best ways to be 

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 CBC Annual Scholarship Gala, 
April 2, 6 p.m.; Conway Expo Center.
 Mt. Vernon District WMA, April 
2, 10 a.m.; Rondo, Lexa; Diane 
Spriggs, speaker.
 Southwest District Brother-
hood, April 4, 6 p.m.; Mount Ver-
non, Waldo.
 Central Ark. District WMA, April 
9, 10 a.m.; Landmark, England.
 Southwest District WMA, April 
12, 10 a.m.; Spring Lake, Texar-
kana; Angelyn McMurry (We Are 
Free), program; Randy Shepherd, 
message.
 Greenbrier WMA, April 14, 10 
a.m.; Bethlehem, Greenbrier. 
 BMA of America, April 18-20; 
Springfield, Mo. 
 National WMA Meeting, April 
19; 8:30 a.m. registration, 9:00 a.m. 
meeting; Grandview, Springfield Mo.
 Baptist Trumpet Sunday, April 
24.
 Hot Dogs and Hot Rods, May 
21; proceeds benefit Water for 
Christ; Lifesong, Greenbrier.
 SOAR Student Conference, 
June 29 – July 1; Hilton-Anatole, 
Dallas.
 CBC Day 2022, Sept. 11.
 Student Ministry Workers 
Retreat, Sept. 17; Central Baptist 
College, Conway.
 RE:CHARGE Leader’s Oasis, 
Sept. 27-29; Hot Springs Hotel, Hot 
Springs.
 Lifeword Sunday, Oct. 23.
 BMA of Arkansas, Nov. 3-4; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 National Senior Adult Confer-
ence, Nov. 15-17; Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson, Mo.

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Mt. Vernon District WMA, April 
2, 10 a.m.; Rondo, Lexa; Diane 
Spriggs, speaker.
 Southwest District Brother-
hood, April 4, 6 p.m.; Mount Ver-
non, Waldo.
 Central Ark. District WMA, April 
9, 10 a.m.; Landmark, England.
 Southwest District WMA, April 
12, 10 a.m.; Spring Lake, Texar-
kana; Angelyn McMurry (We Are 
Free), program; Randy Shepherd, 
message.
 Greenbrier WMA, April 14, 10 
a.m.; Bethlehem, Greenbrier.

HOMECOMINGSHOMECOMINGS
 164th Homecoming at Center 
Grove, Cord, June 12, 10:30 a.m.; 
Jeff Herring (message); lunch and 
singing to follow; Barry Anderson, 
pastor.
 Bodcaw, Bodcaw, July 24, 
10:30 a.m.; John Ed Dorman (de-
votional); Tim Vines (message); 
potluck lunch and singing; Lane 
Garner, pastor.

Reports 
from the 

Churches

 Hermon, Bono rejoices over one 
by baptism; Randy Stimach, pastor.
 Kingsland, Kingsland added three 
by baptism; Rick Bolin, pastor. 
 Providence, Hope gained three by 
letter; Casey Curtis, pastor.
 Sunnyside, Dewitt received two 
by letter; Aaron Maxwell, pastor

an encourager is to gather with the body, 
not in the manner of some who choose 
not to be active parts of the church. 
Being together in fellowship and unity, 
worshiping together with singing and 
praying, giving together through tithes 
and service are all aspects of being an 
encouraging church member. Our Lord 
is coming back — that is His promise! 
Until then, we need to be the churches 
in our communities that serve Him and 
worship in spirit and truth… looking 
always for His soon return.
 “And let us consider how we may spur 
one another toward love and good deeds. Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are 
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another — and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:24-25).
 Friends, being a church member is 
an honor and a privilege not to be taken 
lightly. Let me encourage you, in your 
local church in your community, to be 
and do exactly what God expects you 
to do as you gather to worship and as 
you depart to serve.

Let Trumpet 
Printing be your 

printer with 
Competitive Prices

 Trumpet Printing, Inc.
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A Sip From
The Saucer

By Valarie Fish
P.O. Box 66 • Emerson, Ark. 71740 • dvfish@swat.coop

 I start off my day with a plan. Not anything strict or rigid, but a general out-
line of what tasks need to be tackled today. Most days that planning starts the 
night before, when I choose what time to set the alarm clock. First thing in the 
morning, I might decide what to take out of the freezer to fix for supper and 
remind those who might want clean clothes to take their baskets to the laundry 
room. I work from home, so my schedule can be somewhat flexible, but I still 
have to plan my workday or chaos will quickly find its way to me.
 Routines are important for all of us. Routines provide stability and a frame-
work for progress and success. I imagine this is one reason why the last couple of 
years have been so hard on all of us — our routines were disrupted by the pan-
demic and uncertainty took the place of stability. You could argue that children 
are especially vulnerable to disruptions in the routine, but I think changing the 
plan is hard on anyone of any age.
 You may like spontaneity and stirring things up for a season, but there is 
calmness and unity in knowing there is a master plan.
 When Jesus called His disciples, He threw their routines into chaos. Everything 
they had planned changed in the short time they listened and followed this new 
Teacher. Whatever their expectations at the start, every encounter opened another 
door of change and always kept them asking questions and anticipating the next 
step. When they watched Jesus crucified, everything collapsed into chaos, and I 
can only imagine how lost and confused they were. What happened to the plan?
 Hope burst to life on the third day when Jesus conquered death and made 
Himself known to His followers! The disciples must have cried tears of relief to 
know that the plan was back on track! 
 Acts 1:6 brings everything they wanted back into focus: “Therefore, when 
they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will you at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” (NKJV)
 Some master plan they had in their small worldview! Their own plans were 
so tiny when laid next to the Almighty Master Plan. 
 “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own author-
ity. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you…” (Acts 1:7-8).
 They didn’t need to know the plan because soon they would have the power 
of the Master Architect. If they had known the suffering which would soon come 
and the martyrdom headed toward them, they might have abandoned the plan 
altogether — without the empowering of the Holy Spirit they would not have 
had the courage to see the plan.
 You don’t need to know the plan, my friend — you only need to receive the 
Power and let God do greater things than any of us in our small mindset can 
even imagine is possible.

You Can’t Handle the Plan

Sweeter and Sweeter
 God continues to bless your State Missions work. The stranglehold of COVID 
is loosening and things are beginning to return to normal, although I doubt it 
will ever be the same. Some are seeing a surge in first-time visitors, while others 
are developing ways to better minister to those in their areas.

New Kid on the Block
 Bryan and Kelley Clay have begun to make contacts in the Benton/Saline 
County area and are currently in negotiations about renting a meeting place. 
Please pray that God will open doors for this couple.

Answered Prayer
 The Ozark Association and our department have been praying for the last 
several years that God would send a Hispanic Missionary to work in that part of 
the state. The Missionary Committee elected Roberto and Patty Marcelletti at 
a called meeting to serve there as a state missionary. They have secured a home 
in northwest Arkansas and are in the process of relocating to the Rogers area 
from Texas. They should be on the field by April 1. They will be working with 
their mother church (Epic Church) and pastor Jake McCandless.

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, 
“On Saturday, March 19, at 4 p.m. we 
held a meeting with all the volunteer 
leaders for Contracorriente (Counter-
current), the 2022 Spring Youth Camp, 
which will be March 24-26 at Stoner-
idge Baptist Camp in Smithville. The 
youth of the Hispanic churches of our 
Central Arkansas Association will be 
participating, and everything is ready 
for this new great adventure. Some of 
them will be participating for the first 
time since the pandemic had prevented 
us from holding the camp for two years. 
We ask for your prayers that God will 
impact the lives of each participant and 
protect us from any accidents.
 “We would also appreciate your 
prayers for the playground construc-
tion project for our children. Half of 
our congregation is made up of chil-
dren, and we do not have a space where 
they can play safely without interfering 
with the meetings of adults. In the case 
of Hispanic families, mothers usually 
take their children to their meetings 
since they are not used to leaving 
them with babysitters. Please pray that 
God will provide the money we need 
to purchase equipment and supplies. 
If any church or individual wishes to 
contribute financially to the project, 
please contact us at (501) 712-8752.
 “God bless your families and min-
istry!”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “We had a very 
inspiring Celebration Service. It gives 
me joy when I see everyone singing 
and thirsting for the Word of God.

 “At Ebenezer, although we orga-
nize ourselves and have a program 
order for each Sunday, we do not 
consider it to be a straitjacket (prob-
lem) when God guides us in another 
direction. Last Sunday in our preach-
ing time people had so many questions 
regarding the gospel and salvation that 
we dedicated ourselves to answering 
questions. He gave me so much joy 
that there were so many questions 
from the congregation and that they 
had a thirst for His Word.
 “Our young people are on their 
spring break this week. Pray that we 
can continue working and ministering 
during this special week. Thanks for 
your support. To God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “We had another great 
week at Faith Chapel. We had a family 
of five join us Sunday morning, and we 
will be baptizing the father and mother 
next Sunday at our mother church, 
The Bridge. We first met them at our 
outreach event last July 4, and they 
have been coming sporadically since 
then. COVID protocols kept them 
away part of the time, and the father 
wanted to go to a different church than 
the mother. Lots of things kept them 
away, but we have been praying for this 
family since we met them. Last week 
they came again, and we all just loved 
on them, their kids made friends with 
the kids here and this week they came 
back and said they wanted to be a part 
of Faith Chapel. They said they have 
never felt this kind of love in a church. 
It just reminds me that love is a verb 
— it is something we do, consciously, 
purposefully and sincerely, and people 
know if it’s real or not. We must be 
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committed to never losing that.
 “Sunday evening, we had the best 
attendance ever for a Sunday evening 
service, with another family of five 
visiting for the second week in a row.
 “We thank you all for your prayers 
and support for us, Faith Chapel, Flip-
pin and our community. We ask that 
you please continue. God is answering 
them!”
 The Table, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “Spring break has made 
church planting more complicated. 
Many of the people  we have been in 
conversation with or ministering to have 
left for the week and the next two week-
ends. We had 12 people at our Sunday 
night service. We also had many good 
discipleship moments this last week. I am 
very excited to see Drew’s enthusiasm. 
We also had a new music leader since 
our other one was on vacation.”
 Faith Journey, Benton/Saline 
County: Bryan Clay writes, “This 
week at Faith Journey has been a 
week of spreading the vision we have 
for this mission. That vision includes 
establishing a presence in the Benton/
Saline County area, planting the seeds 
of faith to people we meet and sharing 
the gospel of Christ, and I was able to 
do that this week.
 “We have a promising lead on a 
space to rent to begin meeting on 
Sundays in the Benton area. We will 
be meeting the owner and his wife 
about what we are trying to do with 
this church plant and how they could 
be a help in this area in the rental of 
their facility. Please pray that their 
hearts are open to what the Lord is 
doing with this mission, and that it is 
in God’s will to move forward if this 
is the right spot for Faith Journey.
  “I also have been making contacts 
face-to-face and with phone calls. We 
will have business cards soon to let 
folks know who we are and that we 
would love to have them be a part of 
a growing mission in Saline County.
 “My wife, Kelley and I were blessed 
to spend a couple of days with our 
daughter in the Jonesboro area during 
her spring break and took advantage 
of being in that area to stop in to see 
what God has done at Connection 
Point in Brookland. Chad White and 
his team have an amazing facility! Bro. 
Chad graciously gave us a tour of the 
building, and we were so inspired to 
see what God has done there. We are 
encouraged and ready to begin to see 
where hard work and God’s leading 
will take Faith Journey! Praise God!”

 First Baptist Church in Galena, Kan. will be 
hosting a celebration for Charles Idleman on 
April 23 from 1-3 p.m. to recognize his 50 years 
of ministry.
 Bro. Idleman preached his first sermon (a little 
over four minutes long) at Bruin Park Baptist 
Church in Anchorage, Alaska on Jan. 30, 1972. Later 
that year, he enrolled at Central Baptist College 
and went on to earn a Bachelor of Science degree. 
While at CBC, he served as assistant pastor to Dr. 
Harold Cooper at Needs Creek Baptist Church in 
Greenbrier and was ordained by that church.
 He went on to pastor two Arkansas churches — Old Hickory at Hattieville 
and New Caney at Gurdon — before moving to the Kansas/Missouri area 
where he served for 39 years. He served as an interstate missionary in Lansing, 
Kan. and for 10 years as pastor of First Baptist Church in Galena before leaving 
in 1998. He also pastored Sand Flat in Grand Saline, Texas and New Testa-
ment in Sullivan, Mo., where he retired after 17 years of service. He and his wife, 
Marsha have returned to the Galena area where he currently serves as assistant 
to the pastor at First Baptist, Galena.
 If you are unable to attend the celebration in person, any correspondence may 
be sent in care of First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 218, Galena, Kan. 66739.

Idleman, Former Missionary
To be Honored for Service
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When they have the opportunity to 
come together, they can exchange 
stories about their work. Sharing both 
their accomplishments and disappoint-
ments with each other is important 
for our missionaries because no one 
else can completely comprehend what 
they are going through except another 
missionary.” Although there have been 
regional care conferences in the past, 
there has yet to be a Missionary Care 
conference for all the missionaries at 
one time and in one location.
 Bro. Jerry’s goal of bringing all 
BMA missionaries together has be-
come our own, as Missionary Care 
has started making plans for a global 
care conference in November 2022. We 
hope to make this truly a global event 
by providing every BMA missionary 
family the opportunity to attend this 
conference planned for Thailand. The 
primary purpose of this conference is 
to provide a time of worship, fellow-
ship and mutual encouragement for our 
missionaries. We hope this event will be 
inspirational, refreshing and relaxing. In 
telling stories of past conferences, Bro. 
Jerry has always commented on how 
much of a bright spot these events have 
been in the lives of our missionaries. 
 In addition to the spiritual aspects 
of this care conference, our security 
consultant will be leading training ses-
sions to help our missionaries review 
their security contingency plans. We are 
daily reminded by international news 
reports that there are growing dangers 
in many spots on the globe. Accord-
ing to Bro. Jerry, “The way things are 
going today, we need to continuously 
equip our missionaries to be aware of 
their security needs while still focusing 
on their primary need of sharing the 
gospel with the lost.” Several hours of 
the Global Care Conference’s schedule 
will address safety and security issues.
 Because it is Missionary Care’s 
goal to gather all our missionaries for 

CARE
(Continued From Page 1)

one event, we intend to cover their 
expenses for the flights and lodging 
of each missionary family. We are 
confident that God will supply the 
resources needed to accomplish this 
ambitious undertaking. We rejoice 
that the number of BMA missionaries 
continues to grow. The gospel is ad-
vancing in more areas of the world, and 
that is good news! But as the number 
of missionary families grows, so does 
the budget for this global conference. 
 While there is an immediate need 
to give toward Missionary Care so this 
conference can be fully funded, the work 
of this ministry is not limited to confer-
ences alone. Bro. Jerry said, “I am sure 
our churches will consider sending an 
offering for this event. But I also hope 
many will think about giving regular 
support down the road to help with the 
ongoing ministry of Missionary Care. 
We have helped our missionaries in so 
many ways through Missionary Care. 
We must keep supporting this ministry 
as it supports our missionaries.”
 The churches of the BMA are faith-
ful to pray and support our missionaries 
serving at home and around the world. 
Let us all keep praying for the work 
being done to share Christ with those 
who have yet to hear about His love. And 
please pray for the Missionary Care team 
as they work hard to organize and plan 
this Global Care Conference. We trust 
that the dream of bringing all BMA 
missionaries together in one location 
for a conference will be fulfilled this 
November. And we are trusting God 
to lead us in that direction.
 If you would like to contribute to 
the Missionary Care Ministry to help 
with this conference, you can visit 
bmamissions.org. From there choose 
“Give” and then “Designate My Of-
fering.” On the next screen, you will 
need to click “Show All” and select 
“Missionary Care Ministry” from the 
list to designate your offering. You may 
also mail donations to Missionary Care 
Ministry, c/o BMA Missions, P.O. Box 
878, Conway, Ark. 72033.


