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Preparing for The
National Meeting

By Clif Johnson, President • BMA of America
 In just a few short days, people 
representing churches from the BMA 
of America will be descending upon 
Springfield, Mo. to celebrate the work 
of God in the BMA over the last few 
months and worship together in praise 
and proclamation. As you make your 
final preparations to join us, I want to 

add a few ways to pre-
pare for this meeting:
 • I ask that you 
pray for each of our 
national departments, 
agencies and other 
ministries that are 
based in the BMA. This will be an 
important time for them as they get to 
see many of you and answer questions, 
along with sharing goals and dreams.
 • Pray for the people you do not 
know, but that you will be engaging 
with while in Springfield. Hotel em-
ployees, restaurant workers and many 
others will be coming into contact with 
us. We are to be a light, a city on a hill 
and ministers of reconciliation. I am 
praying that we will have the gospel 
message ready on our lips and dem-
onstrated through our lives.
 • During this meeting, we will have 
four worship sessions and even more 
breakout sessions. Many people will be 
leading in these sessions by either leading 
worship, presenting during breakout or 
preaching. Particularly remember Rich-
ard Smith, Justin Peters and Johnmichael 
Poulin, who will be preaching.
 • I also ask that you pray for your-
self that you will come with a heart 
ready to hear and respond to God’s 
work and Word. Pray that we will all 
leave more encouraged and resolved 
to “Preach the Word” to all the world.
 I look forward to seeing you April 
18-20!

See HOMES, Page 12

 “When I was in high school and the 
summer after, I was invited to serve in 
middle school ministry. And that’s where 
my love for middle school and high school 
girls began. Really, that’s where my love 
for ministry began.”
 Sidney Vines has a heart for ministry, 
particularly to young girls, which is the 
perfect calling for a youth pastor’s wife who 
serves alongside him. Since September of 
2021, she has served as relationship man-
ager for BMA Missions. A lifetime BMA 
church member, she grew up at Mount 
Olive Baptist Church in Guy, attended 
college at the University of Arkansas at 
Little Rock, then met Chris Vines at a Passion conference in her sophomore year.
 A year later, they married and moved to Fort Worth while Chris attended 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and she served in student ministry 
at a church they attended. During their time at Southwestern, she was the event 
coordinator for the Department of Institutional Advancement, a job she loved.
 In 2014, Clif Johnson asked Chris to join the staff at Garrett Memorial in 
Hope as student pastor, so they moved to south Arkansas with their 10-month-
old son, Carson. Two years later, Elliot was born. Hope has been their home for 
eight years, and they feel blessed to serve alongside and be discipled by Clif and 
his wife Kristi.
 As her boys got older, Sidney began doing wedding planning. In college, she 

BMA Missions 
Relationship Manager

To view previous listings 
from this column, visit 

our website at
 www.baptisttrumpet.com.
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 Boe Dickey of Conway is available 
for preaching appointments, interim 
and full-time bi-vocational as the Lord 
leads. He can be reached at (501) 499-
1792 and broboe1@yahoo.com.
 Robin McClure of Beebe is avail-
able for preaching appointments. He 
most recently served the Harrison 
Chapel Baptist Church for 20 years. 
He can be reached at (501) 228-3232 
or (501) 882-5939.
 Beacon Baptist Church in Gravette 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Contact 
Roy Key at (470) 787-5373 or send a 
resume to rkeycabinets@yahoo.com.
 West Park Baptist Church in 
Ozark is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to P.O. Box 541, Ozark, 
Ark. 72949 or pastorharold@att.net.

By Angela Rice, Short-term Missions Coordinator
BMA of America Missions

 We love to welcome our missionaries home! It is so good for them to be able 
to come to the States for a break after being out of the country for a while. BMA 
Missions is blessed to have the two properties next to our office in Conway as 
homes we are able to offer to missionaries while they are here on furlough. These 
houses are sometimes the home base for missionaries for several months as they 
are in the States. Both houses have been beautifully remodeled.
 As I walked through our newest house to prepare it for visitors, I realized that 
the beds/bedding had not been updated… in 20 years! The beds came to us from 
the Missions Cottages in Little Rock. Barbara Speer was with me as I talked about 
wanting to raise funds to update the rooms, so they feel more like home.
 Mrs. Barbara went home and raised money to redo one of the bedrooms 
in the missions house and possibly hang some pictures in the bathroom. First 
Baptist Church in Carthage, Texas was the first church to help with the update. 

Welcome Home To
Our Missionaries

No Paper Next Week Due To The 
BMAA Meeting.

See department directors’ reports and 
other information at

BaptistTrumpet.com/BMAA2022

 We will begin running the Vaca-
tion Bible School listings in the April 
27 issue of the Baptist Trumpet, and 
will continue until the last VBS takes 
place. To include your church’s VBS 
(as soon as your dates are set), just 
send the following information to 
editor@baptisttrumpet.com or P.O. 
Box 192208, Little Rock, Ark. 72219.
 The information should include 
your church’s name and location, VBS 
dates, starting and ending times and 
the VBS theme.
 The listing will appear each week 
on our website (baptisttrumpet.com) 
and will appear in the printed Trumpet 
as space is available.
 VBS results (limited to average 
attendance, number of professions 
of faith and offerings collected — 
amount and for what ministry) will be 
gladly listed in the “Reports from the 
Churches” column as they are received.
 If you’d like to send a photo to be 
included in a VBS collage that will ap-
pear in the Sept. 21 issue, send it no later 
than Sept. 7 to editor@baptisttrumpet.
com. All photos must be sent full size, 
in color and in a .jpg format. We will 
not be able to include out-of-focus 
snapshots since they would be even 
fuzzier when printed on newsprint.

VBS Column 
To Begin

See VINES, Page 5
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Helping Students Through 
Emotional Days
 Being a teenager is tough. I wish we could say that wasn’t the case, but especially 
in the world we live in, it is tough being a teenager. As one who works with students 
on a regular basis and who just barely survived parenting teenagers, the amount and 
variety of stressors students face are vastly different than when we were their age. 
Students are feeling the pressure of athletic competition, musical performances, 
classroom assignments, college acceptance, jobs and a pandemic. It is a lot.
 A student ministry worker has to be more than just a Bible teacher and friend. 
Now, student ministry workers have to partner with parents and help watch out 
for the mental health of our students. It can be a bit overwhelming. However, 
we are taking some steps to help.
 For the past couple of weeks and a few weeks to come, the Student Ministry 
Matters podcast is sharing a series of interviews with professional counselors 
from Fresh Roots Family Counseling of Rogers. So far, we have discussed helping 
our students during death and loss and helping our students as they deal with 
anxiety. Here are a few thoughts that stand out from these conversations:
 • Be present. As students deal with death and loss, sometimes we just need to 
be there. We don’t have to say anything. We don’t have to offer flowery words. We 
can just sit and be available. They may want to talk. They may not. The ministry 
of presence can have a powerful impact.
 • Be a listener. Not sure why, but many of us in ministry feel like we must 
have the answers. Ultimately, we do. We have God’s Word which provides hope 
and peace in a turbulent world. However, there are times when we just need to 
listen to our students as they share the hard things they are navigating. As the 
old saying goes, “God gave us two ears and one mouth so we would listen twice 
as much as we speak.”
 • Be an observer. We need to keep an eye on the students in our ministry. I’m 
not talking about being a crazy online stalker, but we need to be aware of their 
lives in and outside of the church. God has placed us in their lives for a purpose. 
We, or a member of our adult volunteer team, may notice something that has 
eluded a parent’s eye. Keep your eyes open for changes in a student’s life.
 • Be a partner. God has called us to a ministry of partnership with parents. If you 
notice changes in your students, don’t be afraid to talk to their parents. These families 
are a part of your “faith family.” Sometimes the conversations can be awkward and 
uncomfortable, but we need to have them because our students matter to us.
 The emotional days of the teenage years can be hard. Pray for your students 
and learn as much as you can as you give them Jesus. Let me invite you to check 
out our podcast at studentministrymatters.podbean.com or through most major 
podcasting apps. If you have a student who is in a darker place, reach out to the 
team at Fresh Roots Family Counseling (freshrootsfamilycounseling.com) or a 
faith-based counselor near you.

Baseball
 • Searcy, April 5 — Stepping out of 
American Midwest Conference (AMC) 
play for a midweek contest, CBC was 
at Jerry Moore Field to take on the 
Bisons of Harding University. CBC 
(17-16) outhit Harding (21-12) 11-10 

Sports
News

By Erik Holth

Dan Carson 
Director

Matters
Phone: (479) 790-7808

bmayouthdepartment@gmail.com
www.StudentMinistryMatters.com

BMA of Arkansas Youth Department
1410 North Porter Rd. • Fayetteville, AR 72703

Student Ministry

Central Baptist College
1501 College Ave. • Conway, Arkansas 72034

(501) 329-6872 • (800) 205-6872 • www.cbc.edu
 Twitter: @CentBaptCollege and @tkimbrow

Terry Kimbrow
President 

PROFILE

 Central Baptist College wants you to stop by and see us during the BMAA 
National Meeting. The meeting will take place at the University Plaza Hotel 
and Convention Center on April 18-20 in Springfield, Mo. Make plans to stop 
and see us in the display area. We would love to visit!

Schedule Your CBC Day
 CBC Day for 2022 has been scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 11. We are encour-
aging churches to set aside this Sunday, or another day that best fits your church 
calendar, to pray for CBC. Churches are also encouraged to take up a one-time 
offering for the annual fund program, “Gifts that Transform” and/or make a 
pledge to give additional offerings over the 12 months to follow. The ultimate 
goal of the annual “CBC Day” is to fully underwrite the expenses associated with 
the Bible and Missions Departments and to fund the Ministry Tuition Grant 
Program — all distinctives of CBC.
 It is my strong desire that the churches of the BMAA come together for one 
day of our three-month Special Emphasis and see what God can and will do 
through our people. Director of Church Relations Duffy Guyton will be attend-
ing the BMA National Meeting next week. If you would like to schedule a CBC 
Day, visit our website at cbc.edu/cbcday or stop by the CBC booth at the BMA 
National Meeting, meet Duffy and learn more about hosting a CBC Day in your 
church. Duffy can also be reached at dguyton@cbc.edu or (501) 205-8920.

CBC to Celebrate 70th Anniversary
 This year we are celebrating a monumental milestone at CBC. It’s been 70 
years since our first day of classes on Sept. 15, 1952. To celebrate this huge ac-
complishment, we’re planning a big Anniversary Celebration on campus. Help 
us celebrate by joining us on Sept. 15, 2022. See you in September!

Stop By and See Us At
The BMAA Meeting

but only scored four times, falling 12-4 
in a contest that was closer than the fi-
nal score. Jay French inched closer to a 
milestone, earning one hit on the night 
and moving his batting average to .455 
for the season while he rides a six-game 
hitting streak and has now reached base 
safely in 23 straight contests.
 • Fulton, Mo., April 8 — Look-
ing to snap a five-game losing streak, 
CBC started the final series of their 
current eight-game road trip with 

an AMC doubleheader against the 
Owls of William Woods (WWU). 
CBC (17-18, 4-7 AMC) dropped 
both games, losing game one 6-3 and 
controversially losing game two 6-5 to 
WWU (20-14, 8-3 AMC).
 • Fulton, Mo., April 9 — Look-
ing to salvage a game in their AMC 
series, CBC was at Owl Field for the 
series finale against William Woods 
(WWU). CBC (17-19, 4-8 AMC) 
fell behind early and couldn’t recover, 
falling 13-5 to WWU (22-11, 9-3 
AMC). Jay French made history again, 
after becoming just the third player 
in program history to record 200 hits 
for his career. He set a new single-
game stolen base record, stealing six 
of CBC’s eight bases in the game. He 
now has extended his single-season 
stolen base record to 39 on the year.

Softball
 • St. Louis, Mo., April 5 — The 
AMC has named the Athletes of the 
Week for this past week and a CBC 
player was among the selections. Av-
erie Ayers was named AMC Pitcher 
of the Week, the first Mustang to earn 
that recognition this year.
 • Batesville, April 5 — Playing 
another AMC series on the road, 
CBC was at House Field to take 
on the Scots of Lyon College (LC). 
CBC (13-13, 3-1 AMC) would split 
the doubleheader with LC (5-17, 5-4 
AMC), dropping game one 6-3 before 
winning game two 10-1 in six innings.
 • Conway, April 8 — Returning 
home for the first time in a month, 
CBC hosted an AMC doubleheader 
at City of Colleges Park against the 
Stars of Stephens College (SC). CBC 
(15-13, 5-1 AMC) unleashed an of-
fensive onslaught, scoring 23 runs on 
24 hits to win 10-2 and 12-3 over SC 
(7-15, 2-6 AMC).
 • Conway, April 9 — Hosting their 
most important series of the year to this 
point, CBC took on the AMC lead-
ing #21 Cougars of Columbia College 
(CC) at City of Colleges Park. CBC 
(15-15, 5-3 AMC) nearly came back 
in the first game, losing 6-4 before 
getting run-ruled 16-1 in game two 
by CC (20-10, 10-0 AMC).

Track & Field
 • Searcy, April 9 — Competing 
in-state for the first time in a month, 
CBC was at the Bison Open, hosted 
by Harding University. Ally Swaim 
posted another win, running a 15.05 in 
the 100-meter hurdles. Josh Brown ran 
the men’s 110-meter hurdles and posted 
a personal record time of 16.97, which 
was good for sixth place overall. Isaiah 
Patterson jumped 5.66 meters in the 
long jump and finished in 16th place.

Women’s Golf
 • Cherokee Village, April 11 — 
Playing their final tune up before the 
AMC championship next month, CBC 
was back on the course at Cherokee 
Village South for the Williams Baptist 
Spring Classic. CBC opened with a 354 
to place third in the first round, 54 shots 

behind the leaders, Blue Mountain. 
Individually, Keeley Bulza led the way, 
firing an opening-round 86 to sit in 12th 
place. Abby Kirby followed with an 88 
to sit in 15th while Brooklyn Adcock 
was 16th after an 89 and Alyssa Hage-
wood is in 19th after shooting a 91.

Men’s Golf
 • Cherokee Village, April 11 — 
Opening their final regular-season 
tournament of the season, CBC teed 
off at the Williams Baptist University 

Spring Classic at the South Course of the 
Cherokee Village golf club. CBC shot 
an opening-round 316 to put themselves 
in eighth place, 20 shots behind AMC 
rival Columbia. Individually, Jakub 
Slapal had the best day as he opened 
with a four-over-par 76 to sit in a tie for 
18th. Suraprat Pareepart was next, card-
ing an opening-round 78, followed by 
Travis Toebben and Anupon Wandee 
(who competed as an individual), with 
79s, Ethan Williamson shot an 83 and 
Emmanuel LaBeur shot an 85.

http://www.studentministrymatters.podbean.com
https://freshrootsfamilycounseling.com
http://www.cbc.edu/cbcday
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 Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

The DNA of a Church
 In I Thessalonians 1, Paul spoke 
to the believers thanking God for the 
church they had become. He said that 
he remembered them often in his prayers 
and he recalled their “work of faith, labor 
of love and endurance of hope.” He was 
describing the DNA of this congrega-
tion of believers there in Thessalonica. 
In verse 6, he said that they had become 
imitators of them and imitators of Jesus 
Christ. In other words, they had the same 
spiritual DNA that caused others to 
recognize them for these characteristics. 
There was not only individual imitation 
but institutional imitation as well (I 
Thess. 2:14).
 DNA is defined as “a self-replicating 
material that is present in nearly all liv-
ing organisms as the main constituent 
of chromosomes. It is the carrier of 
genetic information. The fundamental 
and distinctive characteristics or quali-
ties of someone or something, especially 
when regarded as unchangeable.” Every 
church should have the same DNA, but 
they do not have to look exactly the same. 
Parents give birth to a child, but the child 
does not look exactly like them. If they 
took a blood test, it would prove their 
lineage. Churches should have the same 
DNA but there are different expressions 
of a church all over the world.
 In Organic Church, Neil Cole de-
fines the DNA of a church as Divine 
Truth, Nurturing Relationships and 
Apostolic Mission. These three strands 
give a church its biblical identity as 
expressed in the Scriptures and de-
termines its validity and its ability to 
replicate and multiply what matters. 
Several books have been written, and 
many have been helpful, on the need to 
examine and determine your church’s 
DNA in order to be effective, such as 
Purpose Driven Church, Simple Church, 
Sticky Church, U-Turn Church, Vertical 
Church, Organic Church and probably 
my favorite, Presence-Centered Church.
 These resources can indeed be 
helpful, but can be overwhelming and 
even paralyzing in trying to decipher 
your DNA code. I Thessalonians gives 
a biblical example to imitate — Divine 

Truth (Embracing the Cross); Nur-
turing Relationships (Experiencing 
Community) and Apostolic Mission 
(Engaging the Culture). Your DNA is 
determined by what you believe (faith), 
where you belong (love) and how you 
bless others (hope). It is imitation at its 
highest level, and Neil Cole in Organic 
Church says, “If we concentrate on one 
part of DNA and eliminate any other 
part, we will lose the whole of it; death 
and mutation are the results.”
 • Divine Truth — It all begins with 
Biblical truth. Doctrine is important 
and, if you as a church do not know 
what you believe, false doctrine can 
easily begin to penetrate your congre-
gation. “Faithful works” is believing in 
His truth and the power of the gospel. 
It is standing upon absolute truth and 
that is a biblical decision regardless of 
what any person or any culture says. 
Make sure your church is dedicated 
to knowing what they believe, sound 
doctrinal preaching and teaching and a 
process of making disciples who make 
disciples. The goal is not only being able 
to feed your flock but, more impor-
tantly, their ability to feed themselves.
 • Nurturing Relationships — The 
book of I John gives the picture of a 
family caring for one another and the 
importance of biblical community. 
This is where you are called to practice 
the “one anothers” emphasized in the 
New Testament. You need to think 
through what your small groups will 
look like, how they will meet and what 
style of study they will implement. 
They can utilize SOAP individually 
and the Discovery Bible Study method 
when they get together. You must also 
develop skill sets such as conflict reso-
lution and how to deal with difficult 
people. It is not always easy, but it is 
well worth the journey.
 • Apostolic Mission — This is the 
most common missing strand of DNA 
in far too many churches. Your church is 
focused on truth and relationships but, 
all too often, it is not concentrating on 
engaging and exegeting its community 
to effectively communicate the gospel. 

This mutated church has neutered its 
ability to reproduce. It is so easy to 
adopt a “Come to Us” mentality where 
there is no spiritual reproduction, and 
the congregation becomes selfish and 
immature. Consumerism begins to take 
over, and a “Country Club” mentality 
can win the day. How are you making 
people around you aware of Christ’s 
love in a positive way?
 Our missional DNA should be 
this — “To bring the gospel to as many 
people as possible in our surround-
ing geography. We will expand our 
influence and impact through being 
imitators and by containing everything 
necessary to replicate our DNA.” This 
requires focusing on Divine Truth 
(Faith), Nurturing Relationships 
(Love) and Apostolic Mission (Hope).
 Here is some good news — Healthy 
Church Solutions can help you through 
several venues such as online video 
trainings, consultations, a dedicated 
website, podcast, pastor zoom huddles 
and more. Be sure to check us out 
at healthychurchsolutions.org or 
healthychurchpodcast.com.
 Healthy Church Solutions is com-
mitted to helping churches and pastors 
where they need it when they need 
it most. This ministry exists to come 
alongside churches in helping you to 
develop your church’s values, vision, 
mission and the strategies to carry it out. 
We have online video training which 
includes student curriculum along with 
teacher notes on topics such as system 
training, assimilation, discipleship, 
prayer outreach, leadership, a pathway 
for revitalization and more. Many of 
these have three or more pieces of train-
ing on each of these subjects and can 
be delivered to your people in whatever 
way fits you best.
 Healthy Church Solutions is not 
only committed to helping you with 
solutions in your church, but it is built 
upon the deep conviction that your 
church is the solution to your com-
munity. Ephesians 3:10 says, “This is 
so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 
be made known through the church to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavens.” 
Please reach out to us and let us know 
if there is any way we can help!

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 I was just thinking about the upcoming national meeting of the Baptist Mis-
sionary Association of America which will convene in Springfield, Mo. April 
18-20. That caused me to also think about the task of the messengers from the 
churches. What exactly do they do? Many church members have little or no idea, 
so I want to share some of those things your messengers will do in Springfield:
 • They convene. For several sessions, the messengers will convene in various 
aspects of the national meeting, but for the most part, they will be in a general 
meeting with messengers who represent churches from across our country.
 • They listen. I have been attending the national meeting since April of 1965. 
I have always been amazed that people will willingly sit for hours listening to 
reports from the various departments that exist to serve the churches. The sessions 
are rather long, but the importance of knowing what is being done overrides the 
length. After all, that is why the messengers travel to these meetings.
 • They vote. Messengers are representatives of their churches, and their re-
sponsibilities are to consider the information shared and the recommendations 
made and then to vote on how their churches think about such. In the BMAA, 
no matter the size of the church, every church can have up to three messengers as 
well as three alternates. Each of these must register in order to properly cast their 
ballots. Messengers not only vote for departmental or institutional recommenda-
tions, they also vote for the departmental leaders and presidents. As messengers 
of the churches, they must also consider the scriptural stances we Baptists take 
on certain issues and vote for or against pertinent recommendations.
 • They serve. All BMAA departments or institutions have either boards of 
trustees or committees that represent the churches to those entities. These are 
elected by other messengers on rotating tenures of either three years or five 
years. No committee or board may have more than one representative from a 
church. This approach enables the churches to always be involved in the various 
ministries which serve the association annually.
 • They worship. While business is certainly a strong focus of the meeting, wor-
ship is as well. Messengers and visitors are led in worship by wonderful singers and 
musicians in various settings during the meeting. Preaching is still a main aspect 
of the worship services. The President’s Message is presented on Monday evening. 
On Tuesday evening, the Annual Message is preached by one who was elected in 
the previous year’s meeting. That service is always a highlight of the meeting.
 • They fellowship. In my 57 years of attending the national meetings, I have been 
blessed to become friends with people from all over the continental United States 
as well as other nations where missionaries have won people to Christ. It is a joy to 
see these friends from year to year. One of the places where much fellowship is en-
joyed is the display area. That is where our departments, educational institutions and 
auxiliary ministries set up displays for messengers and visitors to learn more about 
the ministries and to interact with those who serve with the various ministries.
 • They commission. Each Wednesday evening of the national meeting is 
dedicated to the ministry of World Missions. Not only do the messengers hear 
from the executive director of BMAA Missions, but they also see and hear mis-
sionaries from around the world. The evening is capped off with a commissioning 
service in which new missionaries are officially endorsed and sent out, as well as 
a renewal of commitment to the missionaries who may be home on furlough. 
It is a highlight of our associated work, and the messengers of the churches are 
integral to its effectiveness.
 Would you take a moment after reading this to pray for our BMA of America 
meeting? Would you ask God to protect our department and institution leaders 
and their staffs as they prepare and travel? And would you pray for each mes-
senger and visitor who will be traveling to and from the meeting in Springfield? 
Above all, would you pray that all the business, fellowship and worship that takes 
place during the meeting will be in accordance with God’s will and that Christ 
will be exalted through it all?

BMAA Messengers

RevivalsRevivals
 Kingsland, Kingsland, May 
1-6; 6 p.m. Sun.; 7 p.m. Mon.-Fri.; 
Brian Shepard, evangelist; Rick 
Bolin, pastor.
 Faustina, Hampton, May 15-
18; 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. Sun.; 7 p.m. 
Mon.-Wed.; Dwayne Williams, 
evangelist; Gene Boyette, pastor.
 Bodcaw, Bodcaw, July 25-29, 
7:00 p.m.; Jimmy Walker, evange-
list; Lane Garner, pastor.
 Landmark, England, Aug. 14-
17, 6 p.m. Sunday, 7 p.m. Mon.-
Wed.; Master’s Voice (in concert); 
Ricky Capps, evangelist; David 
Inzer, pastor. 

http://www.healthychurchsolutions.org
http://www.healthychurchpodcast.com
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Trumpet Notes
By Executive Editor Jeff Herring

ment is currently consulting with the 
United States Attorney’s Office for 
D.C. on both matters, Bowser said. 
(lifenews.com)

California Bill Would
Allow Infanticide
 California Assembly Bill 2223 
contains a provision preventing any 
person from being subject to civil or 
criminal liability “based on actions 
or omissions with respect to their… 
alleged pregnancy outcome, includ-
ing… perinatal death.” The “perinatal” 
period covers roughly from 28 weeks 
of pregnancy to 1-4 weeks post-birth.
 Based on legal analysis of Assembly 
Bill 2223, and Maryland Bills 626 and 
669, the legislation — as proposed — 
could handicap the investigations into 
the deaths of newborns and effectively 
legalize infanticide.
 An official analysis provided by 
the chief counsel for the pro-abortion 
majority California State Assembly 
Committee on Judiciary stated that 
“the ‘perinatal death’ language could 
lead to an unintended and undesirable 
conclusion.” The analysis goes on to 
say that the bill may not be sufficiently 
clear that “perinatal death” is intended 
to be the consequence of a pregnancy 
complication. Thus, the bill could be 
interpreted to immunize a pregnant 
person from all criminal penalties 
for all pregnancy-related outcomes, 
including the death of a newborn 
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Journey with JeffJourney with JeffBy Executive Editor
Jeff Herring

National Meeting
 Allan and I are excited about the chance to attend the national meeting 
in Springfield next week. We always enjoy meeting many of our people 
and making connections.
 We will have a table in the exhibit hall area and would love for you to 
stop by and visit. We can answer any questions you may have about the 
customer portal, our new website and the premium content that will be 
restricted beginning May 1. We are also excited to announce some things 
we are going to be promoting at the meeting:
 • Baptist Trumpet engraved tumbler for any pastor who 
signs their church up for a church plan trial. If you are not 
currently enrolled in the church plan but are willing to give 
it a try, please stop by our table and let us know. We will set 
your church up a free two-month trial subscription and let 
you share the news of the BMA with your members.
 • Drawing for a $100 Landry’s (Saltgrass Steakhouse, Bubba Gump, 

Morton’s, Rainforest Café and 
more) gift card. We love the pas-
tors of the BMA and we want to 
show you just how much. Any 
pastor who stops by our table 
and completes the form will be 
entered into the drawing. We 
will also include a free digital 
E-Trumpet subscription for the 
remainder of 2022.

 • Drawing for four $25 restaurant gift cards. Anyone who stops by the 
table to visit with us will be able 
to go into the drawing to win one 
of four $25 gift cards. Everyone 
who signs up will also get a free 
digital E-Trumpet subscription 
for the remainder of 2022.
 We are looking forward to 
this opportunity to see people 
we know and make new friends 
along the way. We are your weekly BMA newspaper!

Special Emphasis
 The official time set for our Special Emphasis is nearing an end, but we 
will still count all donations that come in before the end of the fiscal year 
toward our goal. If you have not already done so, please designate April 
24 (or another day of your choosing) as Baptist Trumpet day. On this day, 
please pray for this ministry and, if possible, also take up a special offer-
ing to help us meet our goal. (visit BaptistTrumpet.com/SE2022 for more 
information about our needs and goal.)
 Going to the mailbox this time of year is exciting as we anticipate 
the offerings and encouragements we find there. This past Monday was a 
great day as we had over $9,000 in offerings! God is always faithful, and 
we know He is in control. We will continue to trust in Him. We are so 
thankful for each of you that have already given.

2022 Special Emphasis • Goal — $45,000
Previous Balance (March 30) $5,009.03
Gum Springs, Arkadelphia $244.00
New Home, Quitman (Trumpet Team) $468.00
Bro. & Mrs. Glen Green, Nashville $200.00
Pleasant Valley, Greenbrier $800.00
Rondo Baptist Church WMA, Lexa $150.00
Bro. & Mrs. Farrell Eoff, Lexa $50.00
Sulphur Springs, Quitman $500.00
Bill Hoggard, Conway $300.00
Bodcaw, Rosston $500.00
Crocketts Bluff, Dewitt $1,000.00
Grace, Russellville $500.00
Old Liberty, Conway $500.00
Total $10,221.03

for any reason during the “perinatal” 
period after birth, including a cause 
of death that is not attributable to 
pregnancy complications. (lifenews.
com)

Prosecutors Plan to Appeal
Finnish Politician Acquittal
 Christians around the globe rejoiced 
when a Finnish court dismissed all hate 
speech charges against lawmaker and 
former interior minister Päivi Räsänen 
— but it seems her legal battle is reig-
niting. Finnish prosecutors reportedly 
intend to appeal the March 30 decision 
from the Helsinki District Court to 
throw out charges, meaning Räsänen’s 
religious freedom battle is far from over.
 As previously reported, Räsänen, 
whose criminal trial began Jan. 24 
and ended Feb. 14, was charged with 
violating the dignity and equality of 
the LGBTQ population by engaging 
in purported hate speech. She told 
Faithwire in February her plight began 
on June 17, 2019, when she tweeted the 
text of Rom. 1:24-27, which condemns 
homosexuality as sinful.
 Her attorneys with ADF Inter-
national were reportedly told of the 
appeal on April 6, after Prosecutor 
General Raija Toiviainen’s office told 
a local attorney the case will be ap-
pealed. The politician, in reaction to 
reports about an appeal, said she’s 
in “dismay,” according to Christian 
Today. (faithwire.com)

D.C. Mayor Refuses to Investigate 
Deaths of Five Full-Term Babies
 In her first public comment on the 
case, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser gave 
no indication on April 8 that the city 
intends to autopsy the remains of five 
aborted babies that anti-abortion activ-
ists claim to have rescued from being 
disposed of as medical waste. Instead, 
in a letter responding to Republican 
lawmakers in Congress who wrote to 
her calling for the city to investigate 
whether the abortionist broke the fed-
eral law, Bowser said one of the activists 
may have broken federal law.
 Bowser’s letter centered on anti-
abortion activist Lauren Handy, who 
said she and Terrisa Bukovinac — both 
members of the Progressive Anti-
Abortion Uprising (PAAU) — received 
the aborted baby remains outside of a 
local abortion clinic from the driver of 
a medical waste disposal company. The 
group says they recovered the remains of 
a total of 115 babies, five of whom were 
of late gestation. At the group’s request, 
the Metropolitan Police Department 
retrieved the remains of those five babies 
on March 30, according to PAAU. The 
other babies were given a funeral mass 
and dignified burial, the group says.
 Bowser referred all questions 
regarding the indictment of Handy 
“for extremist anti-abortion activity” 
in D.C. in 2020 and “her claim of re-
sponsibility for tampering with fetal 
remains as reported last week” to the 
Department of Justice.
 The April 5 letter that Republican 
lawmakers addressed to Bowser and 
MPD Chief Robert J. Contee III did 
not reference Handy’s indictment, 
however. Attorney General Merrick 
Garland also received a copy.
 The lawmakers concluded with 
seven questions that they originally 
asked Bowser and Contee to answer 
by April 6. Among other things, they 
asked for autopsies and proper burials 
for the five babies of later gestation.
 Handy, along with eight others, were 
indicted on March 30, the same day 
D.C. police retrieved the babies’ remains 
from her apartment. She was charged 
with conspiracy against rights and Free-
dom of Access to Clinic Entrances Act 
(FACE Act) offense after an incident at 
the   Washington Surgi-Clinic in 2020.
 Washington Surgi-Clinic, where 
PAAU says the babies’ remains came 
from, is operated by Dr. Cesare San-
tangelo, an OBGYN and well-known 
abortionist in Washington. In 2013, 
the pro-life group Live Action released 
a video it secretly recorded in which 
Santangelo says that he would allow 
a child who survived an abortion at-
tempt to die if the child was born dur-
ing the procedure. CNA has contacted 
the clinic multiple times for comment 
and has received no response.
 The Metropolitan Police Depart-

http://www.BaptistTrumpet.com/SE2022


-5- BAPTIST TRUMPET, April 13, 2022

 On April 5, Family Council unveiled 
a three-pronged strategy for educating 
Arkansans about a proposed amend-
ment that adds protections for religious 
liberty to the state’s constitution.
 Family Council President Jerry 
Cox released a statement, saying, 
“Religious liberty is on the ballot in 
Arkansas this November. Last year, 
three-quarters of the State House of 
Representatives and the State Senate 
voted to place the Arkansas Religious 
Freedom Amendment on the 2022 
ballot. In addition to protecting the 

freedom to worship at a church, syna-
gogue or mosque, it protects people’s 
right to peacefully live, speak and 
act according to their sincerely-held 
beliefs. Over the next seven months, 
Family Council plans to conduct a 
statewide campaign to educate voters 
about this proposed amendment to the 
state constitution. Arkansans need to 
be able to make an informed decision 
when they vote this November. We 
intend to help them do that.”
 Cox said Family Council has a 
three-pronged strategy for educating 

Arkansans about the amendment. “Our 
grassroots campaign will consist of three 
parts. First, we are going to inform and 
activate our existing network of nearly 
7,000 households and churches. Second, 
we plan to work with other like-minded 
state and national organizations to help 
them inform and activate people in 
their spheres of influence. And third, 
we intend to conduct an extensive 
earned-media campaign consisting of 
Arkansas TV, radio and newspaper as 
well as a strong online presence. We 
don’t know of any groups planning to 
oppose the amendment. If opposition 
to the amendment develops, we may 
work with churches to raise funds for a 
statewide paid-media campaign as well.”
 Cox highlighted some of the infor-
mation that Family Council will share 
with voters about the proposed amend-
ment ahead of the November election. 
“The Arkansas Religious Freedom 
Amendment amends the Arkansas 
Constitution. The measure is similar to 
a state law that Governor Hutchinson 
signed in 2015. It would help ensure that 
state and local laws won’t interfere with 
the free exercise of religion. It outlines 
some of the steps Arkansans can take 
if the government infringes on their 
religious liberty. And it contains excep-
tions for situations where a compelling 
government interest is at odds with 
religious liberty. Those are examples of 
the kind of information we plan to share 
with voters between now and Nov. 8.”
 — Family Council is a conserva-
tive education and research organiza-
tion based in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Family Council, 414 S. Pulaski, Ste 2, 
Little Rock, Ark. 72201 Phone (501) 
375-7000

Family Council Plans To 
Educate, Equip Voters

had completed a year-long internship 
plus certification in the business, then 
worked for a wedding florist in Fort 
Worth. It was great training for later 
when church members and friends be-
gan asking her for help with weddings. 
Four years ago, she went full-time in 
the wedding planning and floral design 
business.
 Chris and Sidney have also been on 
mission trips, served on VSM teams 
and led their church on trips in the 
States and abroad. Sidney says, “I’ve 
always seen wedding planning as a 
ministry and thought of it as an av-
enue to do backdoor discipleship. I feel 
blessed that God has given me those 
experiences in planning and mission 
trips and now merged the two as I 
serve BMA Missions.”
 Sidney says, “My job is our people, 
our pastors and our church members. I 
want to be the liaison between them and 
“the office” and talk about what’s going 
on, answer their questions and help 
connect them with our missionaries.”
 Since starting at BMA Missions, 
she has called pastors to introduce 
herself, let them know what she’s do-
ing, why she’s calling and how they can 
connect with the Missions team and 
with missionaries. She said, “I want 
to let our people know how they can 
serve or give, become more integrated 
and involved and just get the Missions 
message out there.”
 If you have questions, concerns or 
want more information about Mis-
sions, please contact Sidney at (870) 
826-7757 or sidney@bmaam.com.

VINES
(Continued From Page 1)

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Fair view Baptist Church in 
Jonesboro is seeking a bi-vocational 
youth minister. For more information, 
contact Pastor Gary Henderson at (870) 
935-0266 (church office), (870) 974-
1996 (cell) or pastorgaryhenderson@
gmail.com.
 Hillcrest Baptist Church in Tex-
arkana is seeking a bi-vocational music 
director. For more information, contact 
Pastor Kelly Owens at hbctexarkana@
gmail.com.
 Lone Oak Baptist Church in 
Mississippi County is seeking a 
full-time pastor. For information, 
call Glenn Moody at (870) 740-
2532 or visit loneoakbaptistchurch.
com. Resumes may be sent to glenn.
farmers1st@att.net.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860. 
 Franklin Street Baptist Church 
in Farmerville, La. is seeking a full-
time pastor. Send resumes to Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 268, Farmerville, 
La. 71241.

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Herman, Bono gained two by 
baptism and two by letter; Randy 
Stimach, pastor.
 Pleasant Valley, Greenbrier wel-
comed three by letter and one by 
baptism; Virgil Porter, pastor.

mailto:sidney@bmaam.com
mailto:pastorgaryhenderson@gmail.com
mailto:pastorgaryhenderson@gmail.com
mailto:hbctexarkana@gmail.com
mailto:hbctexarkana@gmail.com
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 I saw a revealing bumper sticker 
the other day. Apparently, the person 
considered himself open-minded and 
wasn’t interested in hearing any oppos-
ing views. His bumper sticker read, “If 
Only Closed Minds Also Had Closed 
Mouths.” I’m not sure what message 
he wanted to get across, but since I’ve 
never heard anyone other than a liberal 
use the term “closed-minded” with 
reference to an opposing viewpoint, 
I assume he was a liberal.
 It is speculation on my part, but 
since we had just gone through the 
elections, I suspect it had something to 
do with that. During the campaigning, 
I know the liberal element was very 
unhappy that Christians were express-
ing our opinions, especially about “gay 
marriage.” (The quotation marks are 
intentional. Any marriage other than 
God’s ordained union is not a mar-
riage.) Anything said about marriage 
as being only between a man and a 
woman brought an immediate charge 
that we were closed-minded. They obvi-
ously wanted Christians to have closed 
mouths. I think it is safe to assume the 
bumper sticker had reference to that.
 Many today state we are supposed 

 As most pastors and church members are keenly aware, the holidays and 
January brought so much illness to our people. This season has stretched and 
challenged us in ways we haven’t ever experienced, and I don’t say that on my 
own testimony alone as a young pastor, but by the testimony of pastors who have 
been at this much longer than I have! It seems easier and more likely to grow 
discouraged, but my prayer for others and for our church is that we would live 
lives in full submission to Jesus.
 At the end of Jesus’ sermon, Matthew 7 records that the crowds were astonished 
by the teaching of Jesus because He was teaching with authority and not in the 
way that their leaders had taught. While it took the whole sermon of Jesus for 
the crowds to come to this realization, it is a realization and conviction we must 
come to today. It is right for us to say “yes” to Jesus (or surrender ourselves to 
Him), even before we hear and understand all of the things He commands of us. 
I’ve heard one person say that we are to “put our yes on the table.” If Jesus truly 
is the king and the authority, we don’t get to judge whether or not His words are 
worth following. We simply submit to Him, and understand that “wherever He 
leads, I’ll go.” This is uniquely challenging for many right now. We are prone to 
allowing other things to lead and direct us, but we must follow Jesus at all costs.
 We are holding a “family meeting” (aka business meeting) this coming Sunday 

By Narita Roady
 Tax season is hot here. Receipts are 
being unearthed, pens are flying and 
sweat is pouring off many a brow trying 
to meet the deadline and wondering 
what will be owed.
 When Jerry was in accounting, a 
client received notice that their unem-
ployment taxes were due. In the fine 
print, they saw the tax was referred to as 
a contribution. Politely they returned 
it with a note stating they chose not 
to contribute! Quickly, a reply came 
that it was not a choice!
 Yes, we must obey Mark 12:17, “Ren-
der to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” 
but who wouldn’t love to choose what to 
pay the IRS? Most would pay nothing. 
Some view taxes as robbing them of 
money that is rightfully theirs, yet how 
many Christians think nothing of rob-
bing God? Mark 12:17 continues with, 
“and to God the things that are God’s.”
 The church has no IRS with a fraud 
division to go after delinquent tithers and 
impose penalties or threaten imprison-
ment. Yet while God’s children would 
never think of not faithfully paying their 
taxes, far too many Christians fail to see 
their responsibility and obligation to give 
to the Lord as He has prospered them.
 Did you know that only 4% of pro-

Grace Harbor is Following 
Jesus at All Costs
By Nathan Brewer, Pastor • Grace Harbor Church, Oklahoma City, Okla.

Closed Minds, Opened Mouths
By Jesse Spurlock

to have open minds about everything. 
They even give the impression that 
being accused of having a closed 
mind about anything is a high insult. 
However, there are some things that 
call for a closed mind. When God de-
clares a truth, it isn’t subject to debate 
and therefore the issue is closed, as our 
minds ought to be about it.
 If someone tells me homosexuality is 
an alternate lifestyle when God declares 
it to be an abomination, what is there 
to discuss about that? What is wrong 
with having a closed mind about it?
 When God’s Word teaches that life 
begins at the point of conception, what 
is wrong with having a closed mind 
about whether it is a sin to perform 
an abortion?
 In truth, everyone has a closed mind 
about certain things, so the issue isn’t 
so much about closed minds as it is 
about the issue involved.
 If I jump out of an airplane at 30,000 

feet with a parachute, I will surely be 
killed. That’s something I have a closed 
mind about. Anyone with any sense will 
also have a closed mind about it.
 How about death? Should we have 
an open mind about that? The Bible 
tells us “It is appointed unto man once to 
die, but after that the judgment” (Heb. 
9:27). Having an open mind to other 
options is very foolish.
 When Jesus said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life. No man cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” ( John 14:6). My mind 
is closed to any other consideration.
 What most of the ones with “open 
minds” want is that everyone will pay 
attention to what they’ve got to say and 
not give any opposing view. Much like 
the boss I once had. His philosophy was 
“when I want you to have an opinion, 
I’ll tell you what it is.”
 Now, I’m not closed-minded about 
everything. If the subject is based on 
man’s opinions and suppositions, I’ll 
gladly consider another viewpoint. I’m 
especially open-minded when God 
says, “Come now, let us reason together…” 
(Isa. 1:18). Having a closed mind with 
God is very hazardous to our health.
 Although the bumper sticker about 
“closed minds” sounds humorous, I 
suspect that humor wasn’t the intended 
point.

Are You Guilty Of 
Tithe Evasion?

See TITHE, Page 8See GRACE, Page 8

By Jenae Polok
 My husband recently preached a sermon from John 4:35-36, “…the field is 
white for harvest.” We’ve heard it many times, but this time he interviewed some 
farmers that talked about the work of really getting ready for the harvest.
 It may have been one of my favorite sermons because I am mesmerized by 
the process of farming. I get excited about harvest time! I know part of that is 
tied to childhood memories. My brother and I had the best time with my dad 
when the soybean crop was ready. Nothing says fun like a big metal straw and a 
freshly picked soybean to start a soy-bean fight with two pesky boys. Of course, 
the corn harvest in Southeast New Mexico was my best farming experience ever. 
There’s nothing quite like fresh field corn for every meal while it was in peak 
season. My Uncle Dal was a man that had a passion for farming, and nothing 
brought him more happiness than taking you out to pick corn and sit on the 
back of his pick-up truck just shucking and talking.
 Oh, that man — my Uncle Dal… what an amazing farmer he was! I remember 
the year he moved from New Mexico farming to purchasing land in Brazil and 
farming untouched soil. There was a life, a joy, an excitement like I had never seen 
in him. Untouched land that turned into a farmer’s paradise — it reminded me 
of the excitement missionaries bring home when they have been to unchurched 
foreign regions. Like their slideshow presentations, my uncle’s stories and his 
pictures made him shine brighter than his New Mexico sun. He helped local 
men get dairies going, then he grew the feed to supply the dairy farms. He had a 
vast knowledge of dairy farming to go along with his knowledge of crop growing. 

By Amber Spencer
 “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer” (Psa. 19:14).
 Do you remember a time when you said something you shouldn’t have? Oh boy, 
our mouths can sure get us into trouble! Maybe it was an honest thought that came 
out rude. Maybe it was something you said impulsively. Maybe it was something 
inappropriate. Or maybe it was just something that didn’t reflect your faith. Whatever 
the reason was, we should focus on cleaning up or purifying the words that come 
out of our mouths. Our goal is to try to get those words to reflect our faith.
 Purity and words are a big deal to Jesus. He explained what made people 
“unclean” in Matthew 15. Jews thought they had to do certain things to be 
“clean” — things like washing their hands and following certain rules about what 
they could and could not eat. The Pharisees questioned Jesus about it because 
the disciples did not cleanse their hands before eating. Jesus taught a powerful 
lesson in verses 10, 15-20 about purity. He said it wasn’t what we put in our 
mouths that made us dirty, it’s what comes out of our mouths. Jesus’ disciples 
were confused, so later, they asked him what He meant by that. Jesus said that 

Be Careful With Your Words

“The Field is White for Harvest”

See HARVEST, Page 7

See WORDS, Page 7
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By Danny Eddy
 (March Update) The Winter Quarter at Louisiana Tech is officially over, and 
our final average attendance at IMPACT Worship was 29. I’ll remind you that 
the fall average was 17, so this is a tremendous increase and something we can’t 
remember ever happening before! Winter often sees a drop in attendance, so to 
have a large increase is quite surprising.
 During finals, we had a morning Prayer Breakfast with 16 in attendance. It’s 
great to see them not just praying for the sick but spending time praying for 
each other. One night, we congratulated Garrick Griffin on his graduation. He 
will still be here, continuing with grad school next quarter. Another night during 
finals we had a Pancake Supper/Study Night. After graduation, we all enjoyed 
two days of Mardi Gras break and a week of quarter break. Spring quarter began 
March 9, so the students are back now and ready to go.
 Among our newer students, it’s great to have a good group of girls. There are 
12 who are now actively participating in the girls’ Bible study on Thursday night, 
along with two groups of guys. The girls even did a daily devotion on Prayer 
during the break, using a phone app, where they could all do it at the same time, 
though spread out in different places.
 We look forward to what God wants to do through ABS in the Spring Quar-
ter. The freshmen are stepping up into places of leadership, and the students are 
talking about ways to reach others for Christ. We appreciate all your support of 
this ministry and ask that you continue to remember us in your prayers as we 
seek to do God’s will through ABS.

Greetings from Tech! 

 (April Update) The spring quarter is well underway, and we are staying quite 
busy! Our weekly IMPACT worship nights are still running in the 30s, with 
an average this month of 34. One night this month, we had an old-fashioned 
“Hymn Night” where they called their favorites from the floor.
 In addition to our regular worship and Bible study nights, we’ve had something 
going on most weekends. On the first Saturday of the quarter, we had an ABS Work 
Day. Several of our guys helped remove stumps and roots from an old hedgerow so 
we will be able to just mow that area. The girls did some major spring cleaning inside 
the building. Another Saturday, Matthew and Garrick led evangelism training for 
several of our students. Then this past Friday night, we held our first ever Block Party 
with volleyball, burgers, lawn games and indoor games. They did outreach on campus 
to invite people, as well as an effort to invite several international students. We’re not 
sure how many were there, but it was at least 60, and all the food was eaten!
 Things are going very well this quarter — the masks are off, the numbers are 
up, students are reaching out to others and Karan got a great doctor’s report! 
She’s helping at ABS full time now, and she’s glad to be back. We only get two 
days off for Easter, then there will be serious studying going on for those last five 
weeks. As we wind down toward the end of school, more than ever, we covet your 
prayers that we will have the wisdom to make good decisions and that students 
will continue reaching out. Thank you for all the support of this ministry!

Prayer Breakfast during finals.

Evangelism training led by Matthew and Garrick.

Fun at the block party.

ABS Work Day, inside and out!

Campus outreach event.

“Hymn Night” at IMPACT.

Girls Bible study group.

the words we speak reflect what is in 
our hearts. So, if we are speaking in 
an unclean way, that means it comes 
from an unclean heart.
 What are some things we can think 
that are considered unclean? Verse 19 
has our answer — thoughts of lying, 
stealing, murder, adultery, sexual sin 
and saying bad things about others. 
Long before we ever say anything 
“unclean,” we’ve thought about it first.
 It’s tough to always talk in a way 
that reflects our faith. We get hurt or 
betrayed. We fail or fall short of our 
goals. We get angry or offended. We 
feel insecure and insignificant. There 
are so many instances that can impact 
the words that come out of our mouths. 
How can we clean up our words? 
Being quick to confess our sins and 
reaching out to Jesus for help is a great 
beginning, but the most powerful way 
we can change our speech is just to 
spend time with the Lord — reading 
His Word, praying, listening to praise 
and worship music and deepening our 
relationship with God in a way that 
impacts our words.
 Writing down Psa. 19:14 is another 
key to changing our words. Consider 
it as a short prayer: “Lord, help my 
words and thoughts please you. Save 
me from saying something I shouldn’t. 
Let my words reflect my love for you.” 
Think of this prayer as one way that can 
help us clean up or purify our hearts. 
Focusing on being more honest, kind, 
encouraging, positive and trustworthy 
will help us have hearts of integrity.
 Then keep each other accountable. 
Try an Honesty Challenge with your 
kiddos. Challenge them to tell the truth 
for 24 hours! Challenge your older 
kiddos to complete a short, daily Bible 
study over our focus verse (Psa. 9:14). 
Have them report back to you daily 
and watch them grow in God’s Word!
 “I hope my words and thoughts please 
you. Lord, you are my Rock, the one who 
saves me” (Psa. 19:14 ICB).

WORDS
(Continued From Page 6)

He was one of the smartest and most 
hard-working men I had ever met in my 
life. I don’t think there was a horse he 
couldn’t tame, a fish he couldn’t catch, 
a crop he couldn’t grow and a piece of 
machinery he couldn’t fix. While he 
was gifted in all those areas, nothing 
brought him happiness like when his 
crops began to sprout. He could show 
you the soil and tell you just what it 
needed. I think he looked at each little 
plant just to make sure it was growing 
just right. He wasn’t just a farmer by 
trade, he was a farmer by heart. Every 
time I hear the passage from John 4:35-
36, I think of him. He was so prepared 
and always ready for the harvest. There 
was an excitement deep within his soul 
about that farming process.
 I often reflect on his farming ways 
and think how I want to be a “spiritual 

HARVEST
(Continued From Page 6)

See HARVEST, Page 8
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with all of our members and regular attendees to share with them what it looks 
like for us as a church plant to be moving toward coming off of outside sup-
port, and how this is an exciting thing for a church to be doing. If I am honest, 
it brings some uncertainty; but more so, it brings an opportunity to trust God 
and not be anxious.
 Our church is really seeing growth, and it seems that each month we are 
adding to the number of folks visiting and staying with us. Yesterday we had 
a neighbor who lives in our community visit our church who is not a believer. 
He is from India and really seems to be seeking and open to the gospel. After 
church, he attended one of our home groups and spoke so highly of the way he 
felt welcomed. We are praying for him and are sharing the gospel with him!

Latest Happenings of Grace Harbor Church (March)
 Grace Harbor continually sees the provision and grace of God as He leads 
us into new places and as we meet new folks in our community. Over the last 
month, a young man from India has begun asking our group to pray for his dad 
who is in India and is enduring some intense illness, both physically and men-
tally. Two weeks ago, his illness had him in the intensive care in India and things 
were looking very bleak for him. This past Sunday, our friend shared with us in 
our small group that his dad had been released from the hospital and is doing 
very well. You could see some of the shock on his face as he shared this with us, 
and I believe some of that had to do with the fact that we had prayed and that 
our God had responded.
 This young man has no category for these things, and I am not sure he has 
ever really been around a group of believers. This man is hearing the gospel 
preached each week in our Sunday gathering, and then hears it again during our 
small group time. I believe God is really beginning to draw him. We are amazed 
by how the Lord seems to be working in this man’s life. Later this month, he 
will be returning home to India for several weeks to help his mother care for 
his father. We would be overjoyed to see the gospel really take root in this man’s 
life, and see him carry it back home with him when he visits later this month. 
Help us pray for him! God knows his name.
 We are praising God for the blessing of life, as two of our families have wel-
comed babies in the last month. One of those is the Mobly family. Baby Zane 
Mobly was born very early and had some challenges, but the Lord has given 
him great strength and health, and it is possible Zane will be going home soon.

Latest News from Grace Harbor (April)
 March was a very busy month, for a great reason and challenging reasons. I’m 
sure I am not alone as a pastor or church member who currently feels the weight 
and reality of the heaviness many of our folks are experiencing. This may be some-
thing I have written on before, but it is hard not to as God has called me primarily 
to be an under-shepherd for the flock He has gathered at Grace Harbor.
 We have many walking through prolonged seasons of illness, as well as those who 
are directly involved with caring for family members who are dealing with intense 
illness. As challenging as this is to see our folks having to endure, our church has just 
been so wonderful in caring for one another. Not all of the opportunities to serve 
are because of illness, but also because of new babies being born.
 On a more positive note, we have had roughly 15 folks visit in the last month, 
and nearly half of them have been with us multiple weeks since their first visit. We 
have four new covenant members joining our church at the end of April and are 
praying the Lord continues to add to our number.

GRACE
(Continued From Page 6)

fessing Christians tithe? Do you realize 
the Lord generously allows us to keep 
90% of His money, and He only asks for 
10% back! In reality, non-tithers do to 
God what they accuse the government 
of doing to them, but the government 
demands and God doesn’t.
 No doubt our tax dollars are misused 
in some areas, but they allow us to live in 
the greatest country in the world with 
privileges beyond the wildest dreams of 
most of the world’s population. With-
out taxes, our country would collapse, 
much like many of our churches are 
doing today due to lack of funds.
 I love the old saying, “Excuses are 
like armpits. Everyone has a couple 
and a lot of them stink!” Tithing is 
no exception. Let’s look at just a few, 
maybe you will recognize one of yours:

TITHE
(Continued From Page 6)

 • Tithing is a personal thing be-
tween God and me. True, it is very 
personal what we choose to do with His 
money. What we do with His money 
shows Him how trustworthy we are. 
Just read the parable of the talents in 
Matt. 25:14-29 if you want to see God’s 
point of view. It is so personal that it 
determines how many spiritual bless-
ings He can trust us with: “If therefore ye 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous 
mammon, who will commit to your trust 
the true riches?” (Luke 16:11).
 • What I chose to do with my 
money is my business. This translates, 
“God, stay out of my finances, I can take 
care of myself;” so He does. Suddenly, 
all sorts of bills and financial problems 
arise. People with this type of thinking 
get mad at God and accuse Him of 
not caring for them. The Bible clearly 
shows man what to do that he might 
be blessed… but he ignores it. Despite 

all our wrong, He still provides for His 
children. Their difficulties stem from 
their disobedience and leaving God 
out. He does far above what He should 
for them in view of their rebellion. The 
truth is, people are getting what they 
asked for, minus the wonderful bless-
ings He wants to pour out upon them.
 • Tithing is a Sunday morning 
thing. I wasn’t in church, or I didn’t 
have any money until later in the week. 
Tithing has nothing to do with a day, 
a time or a place. It has to do with a 
heart that obeys God and is commit-
ted to Him. Sunday is when we bring 
that tithe to the Lord. He will gladly 
receive it any day or time. It is a sincere 
expression in a very materialistic world 
to show one’s true belief in God and 
His power. After all, how can a person 
say they trust the Almighty God to 
save their soul, but cannot trust Him 
to provide for them financially? Such 
double-mindedness shows serious 
doubts as to how much they truly 
believe God is who He says He is.
 • I’d like to tithe but, by the end of 
the week, I have no money left. Too 
much week, not enough money? This 
is the result of tithing incorrectly. The 
minute we receive a paycheck or any 
income, at that very moment, we should 
set aside 10% for the Lord. That keeps 
it safe and sound from being spent. 
It should be the first check we write, 
no matter what day it is! Would a re-
sponsible individual wait until the day 
their electric bill is due to see if there 
is money to pay it? No, they would set 
aside funds as soon as the amount is 
known. Why not even more so with 
God’s money? I am not advocating not 
paying our bills, but I would rather owe 
someone else than God. God can help 
pay our bills; our creditors will never 
help us pay God back.
 • I would like to tithe, but I just 
can’t afford it. Look at it this way, we 
can’t afford not to tithe! Debt is the 
reason Christians believe they can’t 
tithe, which is a by-product of misus-
ing God’s money. Just admit it, a lot of 
bills are due to folks buying things they 
don’t need. So many wonder why they 
are having such a tough time financially 
— it is because they are robbing God!
 Tithing when finances are short 
shows that God is more important 
than anyone else. How arrogant to 
expect Him to provide and take care 
of them when they rob Him! It’s a 
pretty sad deal when a person won’t 
even give Him the measly dime He 
asks for on every $1 He blesses them 
with! We aren’t giving Him anything 
out of our good graces; we are hand-
ing over a small portion of His money 
that He has loaned us. We steal from 
Him when we keep it for ourselves. 
Get the idea? It is not our money.
 • When God blesses me with more 
money, or I get my bills paid off, then 
I can tithe. When hard times come, 
giving to God first shows faith in Him. 
Such faith opens the door for Him 
to take care of our needs. Too often, 
Christians slam His hand in the door 
when He is trying to reach out and 

give. Then they wonder where He is 
and why things are getting worse!
 • Tithing is an Old Testament law, 
and we are no longer under the law. 
Abraham gave to Melchizedek (Gen. 
14:19-20) before the law, and God 
blessed him. He later affirmed tith-
ing in the Mosaic Law (Num. 18:21). 
New Testament tithing is clear in Matt. 
23:23: “…for ye pay tithe of mint and 
anise and cummin, and have omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, 
mercy and faith: these ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone.” 
Rarely do believers question whether 
the 10 Commandments should still be 
obeyed, but arguments arise in this area 
of money. Should Old Testament laws 
no longer matter? Then which ones will 
you choose not to obey? Thou shalt not 
kill? Thou shalt not commit adultery? 
If a person arguing this gives 10% or 
more regularly then their issue is not 
monetary. But if those disputing tithing 
are giving less than 10%, then one needs 
to look at why they find this Scripture 
so offensive. Could it be a faith issue? 
Could it be a control issue? Could it be 
a greed issue? More likely it is a spiritual 
issue. Seriously consider doing a heart 
check. A good place to start would be 
I Tim. 6:10 and Matt. 6:24.
 Face it, churches everywhere are in 
trouble financially because a shameful 
number of God’s people ignore His 
plan to provide for His church. Every-
one wants a nice church and faithful 
pastor, but too few want to support it. 
No church should ever have a money 
shortage nor should pastors be forced 
to work a second job to support their 
families. These are signs that there is 
a problem in the hearts of the people.
 Christians want to pick and choose 
what they will withhold from God, 
but they don’t want God to withhold 
anything from them. God’s churches 
need fewer tippers and more tithers. 
Which one are you?
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farmer” like he was in real life. He 
tended to his soil and was careful and 
meticulous about his planting. I often 
wonder what spiritual growth around 
me would be like if I were more meticu-
lous and careful in my planting of the 
spiritual seeds. He was so intentional! 
If only I paid attention to each little 
sprout as he did — my spiritual plants 
would grow better and stronger. Yes, I 
want to tend the spiritual soil the way 
my uncle tended the earthly soil. He 
truly knew how to help things grow.
 The other life lesson he left me was 
that you never stop farming… you con-
tinue to look forward to the harvest. He 
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battled life-threatening cancer for well 
over 20 years. Each time it came back 
doctors didn’t think he could survive it, 
but he overcame it. The doctors even 
said they wished they knew what his 
secret was because he just kept going 
and beating the odds. After each round 
of chemotherapy or radiation, he was 
literally back in the field that very day.
 I recently had someone tell me, “I 
have served my time, it’s time for others 
to work.” I moved quietly along so as not 
to reveal my true hot button. Once again, 
Uncle Dal’s face came to mind. You see, 
he was literally on his death bed… I 
mean a hospital bed in the living room, 
on oxygen, just two days before God 
would call him home, and something 
went wrong on the farm. He had my 
Uncle Mike and Cousin Christopher 
carry him to the piece of machinery. 
They braced him up so he could fix the 
machinery and instruct others on what 
needed to be done next. He wanted to 
make sure his crops kept getting watered. 
Never did I hear that old farmer say, “I’ve 
served my time.” He just kept working.
 His farming life and drive to pre-
pare for his earthly harvest will forever 
inspire me to “look to the fields that are 
white for harvest” in a deeper, spiritu-
ally excited manner. I guess Uncle 
Dal’s approach to farming made that 
Scripture come to life for me. I want 
to spiritually farm the way he did on 
a daily basis with such conviction, 
passion and work ethic that reminds 
me that you’re never too old, too sick 
or too worn out to keep planting the 
seeds and preparing for the harvest.

DeathsDeaths
 Joan Smiley Chiasson, 83 of Mag-
nolia, passed away April 7. She was a 
member of First Baptist Church.
 Timothy Lynn Otwell, 56 of 
Magnolia, passed away April 7. He 
was a member of First Baptist Church 
of McNeil.
 Larry G. Wilson, 71 of Waldo, 
passed away April 5. He was a mem-
ber of Antioch West Baptist Church 
in Magnolia.
 Elizabeth “Arlene” Smith, 78 of 
Jonesboro, passed away April 1. She was 
a member of Prospect Baptist Church.
 John “Johnny” Clifton, 81 of Con-
way, passed away March 28. He was 
a member of Pleasant Valley Baptist 
Church.
 Helen Janeane Patton, 80 of 
Wooster, passed away March 25. She 
was a member of Pleasant Valley Bap-
tist Church.
 Christopher Shane Burnett, 47 
of Wooster, passed away March 15. 
He was a member of Pleasant Valley 
Baptist Church.
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Personality 
Profile

See SPOTLIGHT, Page 11

 Name: AJ (Due to security concerns, 
and at the recommendation of security 
consultants, we are not publishing the 
full name of this missionary.)
 Address: P.O. Box 632, Greenbrier, 
Ark. 72058
 Email: arkslp@protonmail.com
 Mission field I’ll be serving in: I 
believe that God has called me to be on a 
church planting team with the intention 
to reach an unreached people group. I 
feel a huge burden for those who have 
never heard the name of Jesus, like Paul 
in Rom. 15:20-21, “and thus I make it my 
ambition to preach the gospel, not where 
Christ has already been named, lest I build 
on someone else’s foundation, but as it is 
written, ‘Those who have never been told 
of him will see, and those who have never 
heard will understand’” (ESV).
 I’d like to use my degree as a speech 
pathologist, if God sees fit, to help build 
relationships among an unreached peo-
ple group in order to see a healthy church 

Personality 
Profile

ERSONALITY

ROFILE

the beginnings of the church at Philippi. 
She was hospitable and a leader of her 
household! I love that she was so involved 
in the lives of Paul and his companions 
in Acts. It was most likely her house in 
which the church at Philippi first met.
 The best thing about my ministry is 
that I will get to share the gospel with 
people who have never heard the name 
of Jesus before! I am also so excited to 
start visiting churches to share about 
my ministry. I can’t wait to meet more 
of my brothers and sisters of the BMA!
 The worst thing about my ministry 
is that due to the nature of where “un-
reached people groups” live, it will likely 
be a very long time before the message of 
salvation is accepted. Many of them will 
be persecuted for faith in Jesus Christ.
 The greatest need in this ministry 
is support from churches and indi-
viduals in order to attend the train-
ing program to which I have been 
accepted. Support includes financial, 
but also things like encouragement, 
prayer and communication!
 Something most people don’t 
know about me is that Kirk Cameron 
used my purple sharpie to sign auto-
graphs at one of his speaking events.
 I want my children to remember 
that Jesus Christ is worth living and 
dying for!
 I’d give anything to have met my 
great-grandparents. I’ve heard so many 
great things about them.
 I have always wanted to learn how 
to make pottery and do the danger-
ous adventure things like skydiving, 
bungee jumping and parasailing.
 I’d like for my epitaph to read: 
Since we are now living in the future, 
I think it would be awesome for a QR 
code to be etched on my tombstone. 
When you scan the code, it will pull 
up a video that shows all of the awe-
some things the Lord did in my life 
and explains to people where I am now 
and how to get there!
 Other comments: Please contact 
me via my email if you or your church 
group is interested in hearing more 
about this ministry!

 Name: Mickeal Quillman 
 Address: PO Box 19309, Jones-
boro, Ark. 72403
 Email: pastorquill@gmail.com
 Mission field I’ll be serving in: We 
will be working in the southern province 
of Zambia in the villages surrounding 
Livingstone. Right now we are in four 
villages — Mbangweta, Delavu, Kooma 
and Chilimbana — ministering to the 
Tonga, Lozi and Toka Leya people.
 Primarily, my ministry will in-

Personality 
Profile

ERSONALITY
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clude training and equipping local 
men to become leaders and pastors 
to their own people. Our goal is to 
create a sustainable and reproducible 
ministry where the locals can begin 
planting, training and equipping oth-
ers in surrounding villages.
 My wife’s maiden name is Sharon 
Fair.
 My favorite worship song/hymn 
is “I’ll Fly Away”
 My favorite subject in school was 
history
 The best advice I ever received was 
from my dad, Mike Quillman, who 
told me, “Your friends won’t need an 
explanation for your actions, and your 
enemies wouldn’t listen anyway. So just 
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit 
and serve God.”
 Guests at my “fantasy dinner” 
would be Jesus, my dad, James (the 
brother of Jesus), Caleb, Ronald Rea-
gan and John Wayne.
 My favorite book (other than the 

Spo t l i gh t  On
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Missions

Stan & Donna Scroggins • the Philippines
 Is the Philippines open for travel? Can I travel to the Philippines right now? 
As of Feb. 10, fully vaccinated Americans and tourists from non-visa-required 
countries will be allowed entry to the Philippines and will not need to quarantine.
 Qualified travelers must meet the following requirements: a passport valid 
for at least six months at the time of arrival, a return or outbound ticket to their 
country of origin or next country of destination, proof of vaccination (except for 
children below 18 years of age) and a negative RT-PCR test conducted within 
48 hours prior to departure from the country of origin.
 From Stan — After two weeks of not teaching, we started back, and you can 
already feel the “springtime malaise.” It might just be a long six weeks until gradu-
ation. A few years ago, some of our teaching staff began working on their master’s 
degrees through the BMA Theological Seminary. The guys are just a few classes 
from finishing. Thanks to help from the seminary, I will begin the first Monday 
in April teaching these men with the goal of finishing them up by May of 2023. 
Pray with us for these scholars as they study and finish their degrees and help us 
comply with CHED (Commission on Higher Education) requirements.
 From Donna — Student week is lots and lots of work. In the end, it was all 
worth it as I got to watch the joy and excitement of all the students involved. Of 
course, we are all excited that the Darlene Carey Christian Academy building will 
soon be finished. There are still many details to finish up, plus we have to have an 
inspection and occupancy permit before it is turned over to us. Dedication is set 
for May 19. Plans are already being made for a summer reading program to help 
COVID students get caught up, and I’ve been asked to direct an area-wide teacher’s 
in-service program before school starts in July. This building is a great blessing.
 — Donna: +63 908-894-6724/Stan: +63 908-894-6723. You can also contact 
us through email and Facebook Messenger: Donna, gojvcrusaders@msn.com/Stan, 
stanmusical@icloud.com.

planted among that people. The first step 
will be to get missiological training at a 
nine-month program called “Radius.” 
There, I pray that God will lead me to 
a specific team and specific place that 
He would have me serve.
 Primarily, my ministry will in-
clude: The first year I will be attending 
a missions training program. During 
this time, I pray that God will help me 
discern His plan for what my ministry 
will look like on the field. I would love 
to use my degree as a speech-language 
pathologist to build relationships with 
locals with the intention of planting a 
healthy church among that people group. 
The majority of the areas with unreached 
people groups are closed to missionar-
ies and evangelism. Therefore, it may 
be helpful to use my degree in order to 
access one of these hard-to-reach places!
 My favorite worship song/hymn 
is “Jireh” by Maverick City Music!
 My favorite subject in school was 
Spanish!
 The best advice I ever received was: 
“People won’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care!”
 Guests at my “fantasy dinner” 
would be: This one is so 
hard! Just a few of my guests would 
be Corrie Ten Boom, Darlene Carey 
and all of the friends I have made on 
short term mission trips.
 My favorite book (other than the 
Bible) is The Kite Runner by Khaled 
Hosseini.
 My hobbies are learning different 
languages, playing and listening to 
music. I also just recently found that 
I love doing CrossFit!
 I would love to visit the Seven 
Wonders of the World!
 My “pet peeve” is the noise that 
silverware makes when it scrapes a plate.
 My most embarrassing moment 
was when I was in eighth grade, and I 
slipped and broke my ankle at school. I 
had to ride in a wagon down to my mom’s 
car in front of all the ninth graders.
 The Bible character I most identify 
with is Lydia, because she was a very 
important woman who was crucial to 

Bible) is The Cost of Discipleship by 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
 My hobbies are reading, studying 
history, watching documentaries, gun 
collecting and hunting.
 I would love to visit Ireland.
 My “pet peeve” is lying.
 My most embarrassing moment 
was when I was a first grader. My 
school had an “underoos” day. (These 
are the superhero underwear and T-
shirt combo.) We were supposed to 
wear them to school. Unfortunately, 
my mom was wrong on the day of 
this event by one week. So I lived 
some people’s nightmare of showing 
up to school in my underwear. This 
was before cell phones, so I spent the 
entire day wearing my Hulk underoos.
 The Bible character I most identify 
with is Caleb because I prayed for many 
years for God to open the door to be an 
international missionary. I knew God 
had spoken to me many years earlier 
and placed this call on my life; 20 years 

later, He fulfilled that promise to me.
 The best thing about my minis-
try is watching the Zambian people 
experience the love of Christ for the 
first time and then develop a hunger 
for His Word. 
 The worst thing about my minis-
try is seeing the hold the witch doctors 
have over so many of the older people 
within the villages and the fear they 
use to perpetuate their false beliefs.
 The greatest need in this ministry 
is prayer for God to change the hearts 
of the village witch doctors and save 
them or remove them.
 Something most people don’t 

know about me is I don’t like chocolate.
 I want my children to remember to 
keep their faith and trust in God because 
He will always be faithful to us.
 I’d give anything to have met the 
Apostle Paul.
 I have always wanted to go 
skydiving.
 I’d like for my epitaph to read he’s 
not here.
 Other comments: My wife and I 
are currently on deputation. We have a 
few dates left in May, June and July to 
visit churches and share our ministry 
before we leave at the end of July to 
live in Zambia full-time.

Cris & Alicia Samson • the Philippines
 We have been in the Philippines for a little over a month and a half, and we praise 
the Lord for safe travels and an uneventful return. There were lots of requirements 
prior to departure and lots of paperwork in hand as we departed, but praise God we 
made it successfully and were not required to quarantine upon arrival. I was a little 
nervous about how well the boys would handle the long travel, but they did great!
 We began getting our house organized. We spent a couple of weeks buying the 
necessary things needed to make our house a home. The boys enjoyed being able to 
get out and were more energetic than usual with everything being new and exciting.
 Once we got settled, we began spending a day or two each week surveying 
areas throughout the Negros Island. We started by visiting places where our 
family and friends have personal contacts. One area we visited was absolutely 
beautiful. It seemed to be a very strategic spot for a new church plant just by 
driving through the area and doing a visual survey. After returning for a face-
to-face survey with community members, we discovered that the area already 
has at least five Baptist churches that are being held in individual homes.
 We have not found the exact location where we will begin a new church plant, 
but we are continuing to survey different locations. Our desire is to plant a new 
church in an area that has not yet been reached with the gospel. We continue to 
prayerfully seek God’s guidance and direction as we also learn to patiently wait 
on Him and His timing.
 The boys are adjusting very well. They do still mention their “Grammy” and 
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 In this series of articles, we’ve 
been zeroing in on the location of 
the Antichrist’s empire or coalition 
of nations he will lead. I hope you’ve 
been shocked by the amount of bibli-
cal evidence of this location, and we 
haven’t even scratched the surface. 
 I know, for many, the conclusion 
that the Antichrist empire will be a 
Middle Eastern location is new. The 
predominant view has been that his 
kingdom would be from Europe — a 
revived Roman Empire or the Ro-
man Catholic Church. The evidence 
presented from Revelation 17 seems 
to shoot this view down. I understand 
because it was a view I held until a few 
years ago. Other popular views are a 
Russian-led Antichrist empire which 
hinges on the passages about him being 
from the north, as well as a globalist 
new world order of some sort.
 So far, we’ve looked at how almost 
all Old Testament prophets prophesied 
of judgment coming to the neighbors of 
Israel at the end of the age, which likely 
means the final enemy would be these 
nations. Then we examined the smoking 
gun — Rev. 17:9-11 — which says the 
Antichrist’s kingdom would be the one 
to follow the Roman Empire. Next, we 
looked at how Joel, Daniel and Ezekiel 
all point to the Antichrist coming from 
the north.
 If we were to lay out this evidence 
and graph the location based on those 
Scriptural coordinates, we’d first have the 
neighbors of Israel starred as possibilities 
— Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Lebanon, Iraq, Iran and Turkey. From 
Joel, Daniel and Ezekiel we’d draw a 
line through the northern possibilities 
— Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Iran, 
Armenia, Georgia and ultimately Russia. 
From the evidence so far, are we seeing 
some possibilities emerge? Do you see 
nations that are on both lists?
 Before GPS satellites did our map-
ping, locating coordinates on a map 
required knowing the latitude as well as 
longitude. Latitude identifies the loca-
tion north or south of the equator, while 
longitude is the east or west location. 
It’s as if Joel, Daniel and Ezekiel have 
given us the latitude. In this analogy, 

The Location of The 
Antichrist’s Empire (Part 3)

Micah and Isaiah give us the longitude.
 Micah and Isaiah were contem-
poraries who prophesied during 
the Assyrian invasion. Like all the 
prophets, they talked about the then 
pending invasion but would also point 
to a similar ultimate fulfillment. The 
end times aspect of their prophecies 
can be recognized by identifying the 
Messianic and kingdom context. Amid 
that context, we find these parallel 
passages from those two prophets: 
“He will deliver us from the Assyrians 
when they invade our land and march 
across our borders” (Micah 5:6 NIV).
 In this final portion of Micah 5:6, 
the Messianic context is present in the 
“He” is delivering. He is the Messiah. 
The rest of the context around the verse 
is also Messianic: “In that day the Lord 
will whistle for flies from the Nile delta 
in Egypt and for bees from the land of 
Assyria… In that day the Lord will use 
a razor hired from beyond the Euphrates 
River — the king of Assyria — to shave 
your head and private parts, and to cut 
off your beard also (Isa. 7:18-20 NIV).
 These verses tell that the King of 
Assyria will be used to bring judgment 
on Israel and it’s in the context of one 
of the most popular prophecies of the 
Messiah — Isaiah 7:14, the virgin birth 
prophesy. Also, notice the use of “in 
that day” which points to the Day of 
the Lord at the end of the age. Isaiah 
is prophesying at the time of the As-
syrian invasion, but the context of this 
passage points to an end of the age 
invasion from Assyria on Israel.
 From Micah and Isaiah, the lo-
cation of the Antichrist’s empire is 
identified as Assyria. Today Assyria 
isn’t found on a map, but the map above 
shows the boundaries of this former 
empire which covers the modern-day 
nations of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Leba-
non, Iraq, Iran and Turkey.
 Do you see similar names pop up? 
Certainly!
 Let’s now combine the latitude 
and longitude possibilities. Since the 
location is north of Zion, we can drop 
Egypt and Jordan. Since the northern-
most coordinate is Turkey we can drop 
Armenia, Georgia and Russia from 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless

jake@standfirmministries.com • stand-
firmministries.com

the latitude list. When these bibli-
cal coordinates are graphed, it leaves 
the modern-day options of Lebanon, 
Syria, Turkey, Iraq and Iran.  
 We’re narrowing the list down and 
will do even more through a further 
examination of Ezekiel and Daniel.
 If you’ve read each article in this 
series, you’ve seen the smoking gun. 
But for sake of thoroughness, we’ll keep 
working through the evidence to find 
the location of the Antichrist’s empire.
 Jake is available for revivals 
and preaching l earn more  at 
standfirmministries.com.

Leave it 
to Cleaver
By Dr. Tony Cleaver

726 Walnut Dr. • Killeen, Tex. 76549
jstmcleaver@gmail.com

 “So David inquired of the Lord: ‘Should I launch an attack against these Philis-
tines?’” (I Sam. 23:2).
 What courage! What audacity! What brilliance! What boldness to inquire 
of the Lord! Was not David a great military general? Could he not rely on his 
inner self to guide this plan? Didn’t David have those around him he could rely 
on to plan an attack on the enemy?
 Yes, David could have brought a plan to fruition by his own design, or he 
could have relied on a strategy produced by his staff. He didn’t do either. Many 
times, we seek the best advice and guidance from fellow human beings, but much 
of the counsel is based on failure, inability or illogical reasoning. 
 Advice is at an overflow in our land. Some advice is multiple hundreds of dol-
lars an hour and that hour lasts only 40 to 45 minutes. Those who are the wizened 
wonders of advice giving are often postcard picture-perfect failures in their own lives. 
Remember the “how to raise your child” written by those who have no children? 
These guides or life coaches depend on their own educational accomplishments, their 
past experiences and even the advice of their contemporaries. They really don’t know 
much more, if anything, more than you do. At best, their words aim at “making you 
better.” Their counsel or advice at best works in a paltry manner, if at all.
 Wonder of wonders as to the outcome when we inquire of the Lord! There is 
guidance that leads from the miasma swamp. There is direction beyond the human 
mind when we will but seek it. This is the leadership we get from God. In life’s quan-
daries, right now, let us inquire of the Lord. David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord 
responded. It did not cost David anything, and it provided him with everything.
 — This is an excerpt from a new book that is scheduled to be released in the fall of 
2022 by Dr. Tony Cleaver. The current working title of the book is, “Life Coaching: 
From the Historical Books.”

Who is Your Advisor?

HOMECOMINGSHOMECOMINGS
 Haynes, Haynes, April 24, 10 
a.m.; Don Lewis (message); potluck 
and singing; Don Lewis, pastor.
 141st Homecoming at Bluff 
Springs in Rosston, May 15, 
10:30 a.m.; Travis Dillard (devo-
tional); Stan Harris (message); 
lunch and singing to follow; Donnie 
Dillard, pastor.
 164th Homecoming at Center 
Grove in Cord, June 12, 10:30 
a.m.; Jeff Herring (message); 
lunch and singing to follow; Barry 
Anderson, pastor.
 Bodcaw, Bodcaw, July 24, 
10:30 a.m.; John Ed Dorman (de-
votional); Tim Vines (message); 
potluck lunch and singing; Lane 
Garner, pastor.

http://www.standfirmministries.com
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Because He Lives, We Can Live
  In Matt. 5:17-19, Jesus declared that He did not come of His own accord, 
as a civil revolutionary or insurrectionist against the established religious order, 
of which Israel had been trustee and custodian for more than 1,400 years. The 
very message of the Law and the Prophets was to point man toward Christ for 
salvation from his sin: “To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins” (Acts 10:43).
 Jesus did not come to destroy, annul or demean the Law or its authority. His 
coming was not negative but necessary, that He might fulfill the types and shad-
ows of the Law and the prophets. Jesus came to fulfill, or live up to, the demands 
of the holy law, and then to die for all who had fallen short of its standards and 
demands (Gal. 3:1-3).
 Jesus was “made under the law” (Gal. 4:4), thus establishing the holiness of 
the Law (Gal. 6:2). We should never trifle with any of the commands of God’s 
holy law. The law will continue until the end of time to be the standard for ho-
liness for all mankind and the believers’ rule of duty. Through this Law, sinners 
are convicted of their lost condition before God and are caused to see their need 
of Christ as their personal Savior.
 Though the scribes and the Pharisees made many minute distinctions be-
tween great and small commandments, the whole Law is enacted by the same 
divine authority, and no part of it can be of less importance. The idea that one 
sin is greater than another may be true in the degrees of punishment, but James 
stated, “Whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all” ( James 2:10). Christ was able to keep the law in every detail, and while 
we are not, He stills expects us to live by those same laws.
 In reality, the Law serves as our condemner, while Christ stands as our only 
Redeemer and hope of glory. By living a sinless life, Jesus was able to fulfill the 
Law, for He alone was worthy. Through His life, death, resurrection and ascension, 
Christ was able to do for man what man was unable to do for himself — to be 
reconciled to God the Father. We should live our lives to the best of our ability 
according to God’s precepts, for they are just as true, just and powerful today as 
ever. “Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no way pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.” (Matt. 5:18).
 May you have a blessed Easter time with family, friends and especially the 
Lord for His great love.

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, 
“On Tuesday, we confirmed Marlon’s 
profession of faith. We had a meeting 
at noon, and he accepted the challenge 
of discipleship. We will be meeting on 
Mondays at 4 p.m. Please pray that 
he will remain faithful, available and 
teachable.
 “On Tuesday, we continued with the 
Bible Institute training Church Planters. 
This is the most important effort we are 
developing. It will have an impact on the 
growth of the church in the long term 
and it will allow us to multiply and ful-
fill the Great Commission by sending 
workers to the mission field. Let us pray 
that the students will remain firm. 
 “Oscar and Emelda are preparing 
for their wedding. We are very happy 
that they will take a very important step 
of obedience in their lives, which will 
be a good testimony for the church. 
The wedding will be on Saturday, April 

30. The church is in high spirits with 
preparations for the wedding. We are 
all enjoying ourselves.
 “Thank you for your prayers. They 
are vital for the Lord to continue 
opening hearts and for us to share His 
Word with grace.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ru-
ben Isturiz writes, “The Berean Group 
(groups in homes) of central Little 
Rock celebrated the birthdays of two 
of their members — Veronica and my 
wife, Kory. We encourage each group 
not only to preach the Word of God 
but also to have community life.
 “It was a very active week for me. 
From Friday to Sunday, I had to be 
the speaker at the retreat of the ‘Great 
Commission Baptist Church.’ We 
were at ‘Soaring Eagle Camp’ where I 
shared five messages about family and 
spiritual life. Sunday morning was my 
last message and then I went back to 
Little Rock and preached at Ebenezer.
 “We had a good time with our 
community of believers at Ebenezer. 
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Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, The Table, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Bryan Clay, Faith Journey, Benton/Saline County; (501) 522-0079
Roberto Marcelletti, Northwest Arkansas; (936) 202-7988

We continue talking about ‘The Fool-
ishness of the Cross’ in I Cor. 1:18–31 
— great truths regarding the gospel.
 “Next Sunday, we will be celebrat-
ing Resurrection Sunday at the home 
of the Rodríguez family. From 6-7 a.m. 
we will have our service, then our time 
of life in the community with breakfast 
and fellowship.
 “Thank you for your support and 
prayer. To God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “We had a wonderful 
time of worship Sunday. Our num-
bers are holding up there, and we had 
a good number of children. We love 
the energy and enthusiasm they have; 
it is truly a blessing to have them.
 “Thanks to Jordan Tew from Bap-
tist Publishing House for recommend-
ing how to handle the curriculum for 
different age groups, and for getting us 
our materials so quickly! It is working 
out wonderfully, and the teachers and 
children both love them. 
 “We observed the Lord’s Supper 
Sunday night, and it was such a solemn 
and reverent time of reflection and re-
membrance of what our Lord Jesus did 
for us and why. It always makes me so 
sad that He had to suffer such violence 
because of our sin, yet so joyful that He 
did. I just want to encourage everyone, 
whether observing the Lord’s Supper or 
not, to take some time to think about 
just what His sacrifice means to us; it 
is everything that matters.
 “After we dismissed, Karen and I 
went to the hospital so that two of our 
members could observe the ordinance 
there. That was pretty special, too. Please 
keep Roy and Darlene in your prayers, 
and also Kevin, as they are facing seri-
ous medical issues, but are trusting in 
Jesus no matter what happens.
 “We thank you for your prayers and 
support, for us, Faith Chapel and for 
the community where God has called 
us to minister. He is answering them.”
 The Table, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “It was a fast busy week. 
The weather is crazy in this part of the 
state. I long for the days of consis-
tent weather so that I can commute on 
my bike a bit more. There were many 
follow-up meetings this week, and we 
are praying for many other meetings 
that are coming up.
 “There is a local couple whose house 
burned in a fire, much sickness from 
fluctuating weather and people who are 
hurting through loss of job and family 
members. I often feel like a firefighter 
running from one fire to the next and, 

through it all, having the amazing mo-
ments of sharing who Christ is through 
my words and my example.”
 Faith Journey, Benton/Saline 
County: Bryan Clay writes, “This week 
at Faith Journey Mission we have been 
firming up details for the facility that 
we will begin having services in on May 
1. After two years of praying, seeking 
God’s direction and being faithful to 
His calling, we are beginning to see 
the fruits of our labor. Psa. 147:5 says, 
‘Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 
his understanding has no limit.’
 “Now that we have a launch date, 
we will be trying to gather items that 
are needed to help be ready to start 
our meetings. We are raising money 
for a pack and play with a changing 
pad for infants, a television for the 
children’s area to do children’s lessons 
and monthly support to help with 
rental costs as well as items that come 
up weekly as we grow.
 “I have scheduled a couple of meet-
ings with the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) and the Career & 
Technology Campus (CTE) this 
week. We will be discussing ways Faith 
Journey could serve alongside them in 
our community and Saline County. I 
have also been in contact with local 
and state officials to explore different 
ways we could help in our surround-
ing area. We are looking forward to 
watching for the opportunities the 
Lord will create for us this week!”

 Hispanic Mission, Northwest Ark. 
Area: Roberto Marcelletti writes, “Dear 
brothers, I greet you with I Cor. 2.4, 
‘Grace and peace to you, from God and 
the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.’
 “We are very grateful to have fin-
ished getting everything ready in our 
apartment. Monday, I began my time of 
prayer and fasting for an awakening of 
the Hispanics of Northwest Arkansas 
to the truths of the gospel, for wisdom, 
humility and dependence for the work 
that God has entrusted to us.
 “We are praying specifically for Ana 
Rodriguez and her husband, Jose from 
Las Palmas Restaurant, Blanca and 
Xiomara, Karla Muños, Emilia Carpio 
(our neighbor), Ana, Maritza (manager 
of the apartment complex) and Vicky 
from the community college.
 “The harvest is ready, and God gives 
us direction, grace and favor toward 
the Hispanics in the area.
 “We thank you for your support 
and prayers.”

“Papa” and other family and friends 
on a daily basis and often ask about 
“Mississippi,” but we couldn’t be hap-
pier with how well they are adjusting 
and enjoying life in the Philippines.
 This is such an exciting adventure 
that we are a part of, and we are ex-
tremely grateful for the blessing of 
being able to serve the Lord in this 
capacity. Since we are still seeking the 
place that God would have us to work, 
Cris and I have begun going through 
the DCPI church planting materials 
again as preparation for the work we 
will soon be a part of. Please continue 
to pray with us about the right location. 
We are hopeful that we will know the 
location by our next newsletter.
 Pray for us as we continually study 
and prepare ourselves for God’s king-
dom work. In addition to our personal 
church planting studies, Cris is cur-
rently enrolled in the Master’s classes 
being offered by the Philippine BMA 
Bible College together with the BMA 
Seminary in Jacksonville, Texas. These 
classes are held every Monday morn-
ing and will be completed by October 
or November of 2022.
 Pray for our boys — for their 
growth and development as we minis-
ter to people who may not be the best 
example for them, that Cris and I can 
parent them in a way that points them 
to Jesus each and every day, that they 
will learn the Ilonggo language and 
that they will develop great friend-
ships with other Filipinos.

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 BMA of America, April 18-20; 
Springfield, Mo. 
 National WMA Meeting, April 19; 
8:30 a.m. registration, 9 a.m. meet-
ing; Grandview, Springfield, Mo.
 Baptist Trumpet Sunday, April 
24.
 Hot Dogs and Hot Rods, May 
21; proceeds benefit Water for 
Christ; Lifesong, Greenbrier.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
24-29; Stoneridge Baptist Camp, 
Smithville.
 SOAR Student Conference, 
June 29 – July 1; Hilton-Anatole, 
Dallas.
 CBC Day 2022, Sept. 11.
 Student Ministry Workers 
Retreat, Sept. 17; Central Baptist 
College, Conway.
 re:Charge Leader’s Oasis, 
Sept. 27-29; Hot Springs Hotel, 
Hot Springs.
 Lifeword Sunday, Oct. 23.
 BMA of Arkansas, Nov. 3-4; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 National Senior Adult Confer-
ence, Nov. 15-17; Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson.

 We love you all and we are grateful 
to have such loving and godly men and 
women standing with us in this min-
istry. May all that we do bring honor 
and glory to the name above all names, 
Jesus! (alicia.ramshur@gmail.com)

Need
Printing? 

Trumpet Printing
can help. Call
(501) 565-0479

mailto:alicia.ramshur@gmail.com
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 Pastors, come 
by the Lifeword 
booth at  the 
National Meet-
ing, register your 
church for Life-
word  Sunday 
2022 and you’ll 
be entered into 
the MacBook Air giveaway and receive 
a free Lifeword hat!

Lifeword Offers 
Free Hat for Pastors

Last week, Barbara Speer and Carol 
Cain came to Conway on a mission 
to shop and decorate. They were able 
to totally redo one of the bedrooms, 
adding a king-size bed and chest of 
drawers. They also had funds to pur-
chase bedding and pictures for each 
room.
 There were some other individu-
als and churches who saw my post 
online and wanted to help with our 
update — Lisa Rust from Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Greenbrier, Hat-
tieville Baptist Church in Hattieville 
and Grandview Baptist Church in 
Springfield, Mo. We are so thankful 
for these people who love our mis-
sionaries. Home is important, and we 
want our houses to feel like home to 
everyone who stays with us.
 If you are interested in helping, 
please let me know. Here is a list of 
the things we need to complete the 
updates for both houses:
 • Beds in three more rooms in the 
two houses (a mattress and headboard 
are $700 each x 3 = $2,100),
 • A large rug for the living room 
($300),
 • Chest of Drawers for two rooms 
($200 each x 2 = $400),
 • New pillows for all beds ($100 x 
4 rooms = $400),
 • Pillows and blankets for couches 
($100),
 • A Full-length mirror for each 
room ($20 x 3 rooms = $60),
 • New living room furniture 
($2,000),
 • Additional bedding ($100),
 • TV stand ($300),
 • Desk ($300),
 • Dining room table décor ($50), 
and
 • Furnish a sitting area on the front 
porch (cost unknown at this time).
 Any amount given above these 
needs will be in an account for the 
Missions Houses for future use for 
our missionary homes and needs that 
may come up.
 If you would like to give to help 
make these houses feel like “home” 
for our missionaries, please send your 
check to BMA Missions/Missionary 
Care with “Missionary House” in the 
memo line, P.O. Box 878, Conway, 
Ark. 72033.
 If you have questions, contact me 
at (214) 498-3041 or angela@bmaam.
com.

HOMES
(Continued From Page 1)
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