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Pastor Pete in Asia-Pacific
By Holly Meriweather, Lead Writer • BMA of America

 Pastor Pete (Pedro) Etabag be-
gan serving at Lifeword in the 1970s 
when it was called Harvest Gleaner 
Hour. Throughout his 47 years of 
broadcasting, he has always used the 
most advanced technology available 
to reach the nations with the gospel. 
With the same vision as Lifeword, he 
sees a world without borders as cloud 

technology has taken the ministry to 
new heights.
 He loves training new media dis-
ciples, and not just in the Philippines, 
where he teaches and trains students at 
the BMA Bible College. He is also a 
resource for Lifeword’s global partners 
in the Asia-Pacific region, all of whom 
have technology and government hin-
drances. In the past year, he has dealt 
with harsh pandemic lockdowns and 
his own lengthy bout with COVID, 
but has not slowed down. He is always 
in teaching mode and available to 
Lifeword’s global partners.
 Pastor Pete says, “The challenge in 
some Asian countries is that they have 
slow internet, and some have govern-
ment restrictions.” In Cambodia, slow 
internet is the primary issue. Dany 
Seng, a self-taught English speaker, 
produces Khmer-language content 
that includes a daily program aired 
on government-owned radio. Years 
ago, she had to be very careful about 
biblical content, but laws now allow 
her to broadcast more freely.
 In Laos, the country is very open 
about its dislike of Christians, so those 
who produce Lao content there must 
be careful. There has only been one 
Baptist church in Laos, and it was 
through BMA efforts. 
 Many Filipinos live in Thailand. 
Two years ago, Pastor Pete began ask-
ing Filipino pastors there to produce 
videos for the Lifeword Cloud. He will 
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 How does the church become the safest place for women facing unplanned 
pregnancies in a post-Roe world? What does this look like in practice?
 “If Roe is overturned, are you out of a job?”
 The question didn’t surprise me. Having worked at a pregnancy resource center 
for nearly a decade, I’ve noticed a common theme among those of us who identify as 
pro-life — we’re obsessed with Roe v. Wade; and understandably so. Roe represents 
a pivotal time in our country’s history — the establishment of a woman’s absolute, 
constitutional right to abortion. Many of us have prayed fervently for an end to Roe, 
while grieving the more than 63 million lives lost to abortion since 1973.
 In the wake of the unprecedented leak of the Supreme Court draft decision 
to overturn Roe v. Wade, we find ourselves facing the very real possibility of a 
post-Roe world — a world where hundreds of thousands of children will now 
have the chance to live.
 But a post-Roe world wouldn’t mean the end of abortion. Rather, decision-
making about abortion would return to individual states. As many as 21 states 
are poised to either ban abortions or severely restrict them.

Seven Ways Your Church Can 
Lead in a Post-Roe World
By Mary Holloman, Communications Coordinator • The Pregnancy Network
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To view previous listings 
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 Bryce King is the new pastor of 
Lone Oak Baptist Church near Bly-
theville.

 Clif Johnson, BMAA President: We often find difficulty in making the rubber 
meet the road when it comes to fleshing out the theme of the national meeting. This 
series of articles is meant to be helpful to you in thinking of ways to make the theme of 
“Preaching the Word” come alive in your ministry. May the Lord richly bless you as 
you give His Word its rightful place.
 Executive Editor’s Note: See the first two articles in this series in the May 4 and 
May 11 issues.
 I have attended our national meeting for the 49 years that I have been pastor-
ing, and it is my opinion that the meeting we just had is the best I have attended. 
A sweet spirit of fellowship and cooperation was clear in the proceedings.
 Driving home from the meeting, I recalled that the last meeting I left feeling 
spiritually refreshed was in 2004. Comparing the two meetings, I quickly real-
ized why they had affected me the same — it was the preaching of the Word!
 I am thankful to Dr. Clif Johnson for setting the theme this year as “Preach 
the Word.” His preaching of II Tim. 4:1-5 presented to the BMA where our 
focus needs to remain as we strive to fulfill our mission statement. This emphasis 

Preaching Fanned the Flame
By Randy Shepherd, Pastor • Spring Lake Baptist Church, Texarkana
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 101 Cups of Coffee, a daily devotional 
book by George L. Reddin, was unveiled 
on April 19 at the annual session of the 
BMA of America in Springfield, Mo. 
Lifeword Executive Director Donny 
Parrish offered Reddin space at the 
Lifeword display for book signing and 
initial sales. Reddin served as Lifeword 
director from 1986 to 2011.
 Reddin draws on his 23 years 
of service as a pastor and 31 years 
at Lifeword to offer inspiration for 
spiritual growth and encouragement. 
The book is a compilation of selected 
articles he has written in church bul-
letins and Lifeword publications and 
focuses on BMA people, churches and 
cooperative work.
 “It offers insights into biblical pas-
sages, explores the wonders of congre-
gational and denominational life and 
inspires believers who dare to excel as 
Christian warriors,” Reddin explained.
 Reddin and his wife, Jerene spent 
Tuesday signing books and greeting 
friends at the national meeting. He 
said it brought back memories of 
helping man the Lifeword booth at 
the BMA meeting over the years.
 “Donny Parrish was so gracious 

Reddin Publishes 
Devotional Book

By Wade Allen

See REDDIN, Page 2
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The Markers of God’s Goodness
 This past weekend, I had the opportunity to attend my son’s graduation cer-
emony at Ouachita Baptist University. He completed and received his Bachelor 
of Music in Worship Arts in August of 2021, but was unable to walk until now 
because of their graduation ceremony schedule. He could easily have pushed the 
ceremony aside. He has gotten married since completing his course work and is 
active in ministry in Northwest Arkansas, but I can unequivocally say that I’m 
glad he walked. There was a sense of closure and celebration as Riley walked 
across the stage and had his name announced. We rejoiced in what God has 
done over the past few years in pulling him through some tough medical issues. 
We were able to praise God again for all He has done.
 I think that is one of the reasons why ceremonies are so important. They 
provide us opportunities to celebrate the One who provides victory in tough 
situations. Graduations are just one of many such ceremonies. Don’t be afraid to 
take a minute and highlight a significant moment in the lives of your students 
or your own family.
 In Joshua 4:1-24, God made it very clear that He wanted His people to stop 
and mark the great work He had just done. God had led the people of Israel 
through the Jordon on dry land, and He instructed men to gather 12 stones 
from the river to create a memorial to the Lord for what He had just done. This 
marker was to serve a purpose. It was to be there to let the next generation know 
that God is a promise-keeping God. In verses 21-24 (ESV), the Bible says, “And 
he said to the people of Israel, When your children ask their fathers in times to come, 
‘What do these stones mean?’ then you shall let your children know, ’Israel passed over 
this Jordan on dry ground.’ For the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan 
for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried 
up for us until we passed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the 
hand of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.”
 I know, as a youth pastor, graduations can be daunting. I remember one year 
I had five different ceremonies to attend in a church that was running 125. That 
is a lot of time spent in plastic chairs and stadium seats. However, I wanted 
to be there for my students. I cared about them and wanted to celebrate with 
them. However, not one of those students made it across that stage on their own. 
Whether it was a teacher, parent, pastor or friend, someone helped them on their 
journey. We know God is the one that helps us all. Take time to celebrate your 
graduates this year, but do so by remembering the God who made it all possible.

Women’s Golf
 • Eugene, Mo., May 10 — Enter-
ing the final round of the American 
Midwest Conference championship in 
third place, CBC looked to improve 
their finishing position at the Redfield 
Golf Club. CBC would wind up not 
moving, finishing in third place with 
a two-round score of 761.
 Individually, Alyssa Hagewood, 
who was named Newcomer of the 
Year and Honorable Mention All-
Conference, closed strong, firing a final 
round 89 to finish with a 184. Keeley 
Bulza, who also earned Honorable 
Mention honors, finished with the best 
round for the Mustangs, firing an 87 
to finish with a 185. Abby Kirby and 
Brooklyn Adcock shot a 99 and 98, 
respectively, to finish both with scores 
of 196.

Sports
News

By Erik Holth
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PACE Program 
 For adults with a full-time job that need a convenient and flexible college 
option, the next registration deadline for the fall semester of the PACE program 
is Monday, June 27. Classes begin July 5 and are offered in-class, online or in a 
hybrid option.
 With eight enrollment periods per year and five-week courses, working adults 
always have an opportunity to get started. Take advantage of our $500 BMAA 
Grant that applies for all students who attend a BMAA church, the Ministry 
Tuition Grant, student referral grant or the Veterans Tuition Grant. For a full 
list of Fall 2022 course deadlines, please visit cbc.edu/calendar.
 Visit online.cbc.edu to apply or learn what PACE can do for you. If you have 
questions, contact the Admissions Office at pace@cbc.edu or (800) 441-5106. 

Traditional Student Fall Semester
 For traditional high school students and college transfer students, now is the 
time to apply for Fall 2022 as well, and scholarships are still available. To schedule 
an on-campus personal campus visit, go to cbc.edu/visit. Students can also take 
a virtual campus visit or get more information about the value of CBC.
 Once new students complete the easy application process, each student will 
receive a scholarship award package to review and accept.
 Visit cbc.edu/apply to apply before Aug. 8 or contact Admissions at admis-
sions@cbc.edu or (501) 329-6873.

Summer Classes
 CBC offers online courses for two five-week sessions and one ten-week ses-
sion for summer 2022. The registration and payment deadline for the first and 
third summer sessions are complete. However, the registration and payment 
deadline for the second summer session is June 20, with classes being held June 
27-July 29. Summer courses are available for both current and non-current CBC 
students. A schedule of courses, tuition and fees, and payment information can 
be found at cbc.edu/calendar or start the application process at cbc.edu/apply.

Summer and Fall 2022
was backed up so well by the contin-
ued preaching of the Word. Richard 
Smith, Jason Goodwin and Johnmi-
chael Poulin added fire to my flame, 
challenging me to remain faithful to 
my calling to preach the Word.
 Jesus, freshly risen from the tomb, 
emphasized the Scriptures concerning 
Himself to His followers (Luke 24). 
Should we be doing anything less 
today? The infallible Word of God 
must continue to be the only author-
ity by which the BMA continues to 
evangelize and disciple all nations.
 With those thoughts in mind, may 
I encourage all of us toward these three 
goals for the remainder of the year:
 • Practice what you preach. If we 
say that the Bible is sufficient for us, 
and is our highest authority, then let us 
make it a habit of asking the question 
“What does the Bible say about this” 
in every area of our lives.
 • Pray for the pastors and churches 
around you. If we want to strengthen our 
fellowship within the BMA and expand 
our reach as the BMA into all the world, 
then praying for one another must be a 
priority. We are not in competition with 
one another, we are to be complementing 
one another. When we read of another 
church gaining members, we should go 
to the Lord in thanksgiving. When we 
hear of a church struggling or suffering 
sorrow, we should intercede for them. 
Our external missions and ministry 
efforts may only be as effective as our 
internal prayer meetings.
 • Meet with the pastors around 
you. One of the most encouraging 
exercises a pastor can experience is 
the fellowship of other soldiers who 
are fighting the same type of fight. 
Encourage one another to stick to the 
text when preaching! Bounce thoughts 
off one another as to the meaning and 
application of the text, and build one 
another up to preach the Word!

PREACH
(Continued From Page 1)

to haul the books from the printer 
in Conway to the BMA meeting and 
offer me a spot at the Lifeword table. 
We sold a lot of books, but the best 
parts were the hugs and kind words 
from so many friends — it was like 
a family reunion. Health issues have 
prevented my attendance at the BMA 
for the past few years, and I have missed 
it so much. Seeing everyone was a real 
shot in the arm,” Reddin said.
 Books are available for $16 (includ-
ing sales tax) by calling or texting Jerene 

REDDIN
(Continued From Page 1)

Reddin at (501) 733-0996, emailing her 
at reddin.jerene@gmail.com or writing 
to the Reddins at 9 Cumbrian Drive, 
Bella Vista, Ark. 72714.

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

	 Greenbrier	 District	 Men’s	
Fellowship, May 21, 8 a.m.; Mt. 
Olive, Guy.
 Mt. Vernon District Brother-
hood, June 6, 6:30 p.m.; Harmony, 
West Helena.

Let Trumpet Printing 
be your printer with
Competitive Prices

Trumpet Printing, Inc.
10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, Ark. 72209 • (501) 565-0479

(L/R) Dan Carson with son, Riley and wife, Temple.
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 Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

Leading Requires Humility
 Zach Williams has a great song 
that says: “A little more like mercy, a 
little more like grace. A little more like 
kindness, goodness, love and faith. A 
little more like patience, a little more 
like peace. A little more like Jesus, a 
little less like me!” The truth of that 
statement should resonate in our hearts 
“a little (actually a lot) less like me.” 
Dale Burke, in How to Lead and Still 
Have a Life, said, “Serving others in hu-
mility does not lower one’s leadership 
potential, it actually increases it! Less 
‘me’ in my leadership makes me more 
of a leader.” All leaders have limited 
resources — energy, time, knowledge, 
and the list could go on and on.
 Jesus willingly took the role of a 
servant and set the example for us 
as the supreme model for leadership. 
His focus was on seeing others as 
more important than Himself. The 
only one who had a right to say, “I’m 
better than you,” was unwilling to do 
that. Jesus declared that He had not 
come to serve, but to serve others. The 
greatest leader of all time was not on a 
power trip, but instead humbly served 
others and even washed the feet of 
His disciples. Solomon warned us 
that pride comes before the fall and 
if serving others is beneath you, then 
leading others is beyond you.
 • A humble leader is focused on 
God. Henry Blackaby said, “An ex-
alted view of God brings a clear view of 
sin and a realistic view of self.” When 
you are not focused on the Lord, you 
begin to “think more highly of yourself ” 
than you should (Rom. 12:3). You may 
become satisfied with your personal 
holiness when you compare yourself 
to someone else (Luke 18:9-14), but 
when you compare yourself to the One 
who matters — a Holy God — we all 
fall woefully short. A humble leader 
remains close to the Lord in order to 
have a clearer perspective of who God 
is and who you are not.
 • A humble leader is teachable and 
ready to be molded by God. It is not 
saying, “these are my strengths” and this 
is what “I” can do. Nor is it “these are my 
weaknesses” and this is what “I” cannot 
do. Henry Blackaby correctly pointed 

out that God “looks for those who will 
allow Him to shape them ( Jer. 18:6) 
into the instruments He requires to 
do His divine work. Clay has no plans 
of its own, no aspiration of service, nor 
reluctance to perform its given task.” 
You are the clay in the Potter’s hands, 
and that means you are moldable, pli-
able and totally surrendered to His will 
and His ways. You are not irreplaceable 
because none of us are.
 • A humble leader is friendly. You 
focus on serving others, and you always 
desire to make their day better with a 
smile and being more concerned about 
their well-being than you are your own. 
It has been well said that “Humility ex-
presses itself through the practice of serv-
ing others.” That begins with how you 
view others, how you receive them and 
how you treat them. This is demonstrated 
in how you respect and value everyone 
because they are created in God’s image. 
Chenal Valley Baptist Church Pastor 
Allen Morton, in his message, said we 
should pray, “Lord, bring me someone 
today that I can serve.”
 • A humble leader is appreciative. 
You value others and their contribu-
tion to the ministry. You know you 
could never make it alone, and it is 
your practice to say “thank you” often 
and to many. Several times, the apostle 
Paul told the believers that every time 
he thought of them, he gave thanks 
to God for them and he even thanked 
several by name. These two beautiful 
words — thank you — are not used 
often enough. Dale Burke states it 
well, “Prideful leaders tend to take way 
too much credit for their successes. 
Humble leaders are quick and eager to 
pass the praise and appreciation on to 
others in the organization or ministry.”
 A humble leader is empowering. 
Humility means we do not have to 
be in control and every idea does not 
have to be ours. All too often, it sounds 
like the only reason you are asking for 
help is what you can get “from” people 
— what they can do for a particular 
ministry or what they can do for the 
church. What if you began explaining 
what it will do “for” them and “for” oth-
ers? Instead of “We need you to attend 

the membership class,” try “This is a 
great opportunity for you to take the 
next steps in your faith journey with 
Jesus.” Following Christ does many 
things “for” people as they grow and 
become more like Him.
 • A humble leader is realistic. You 
are not capable or able to do everything 
because God gave different people 
different gifts in the body. Humility 
causes you to realize how much you 
desperately need the Lord and how 
you also desperately need others to 
make this faith journey with you. If you 
want to go fast, go by yourself. If you 
want to go far, make the journey with 
others. Paul sent others to strengthen 
and encourage the believers. J Oswald 
Sanders said, “A natural leader by any 
measure, Paul became a great spiritual 
leader when his heart and mind were 
captured by Jesus Christ.”
 • A humble leader is forgiving. You 
realize that everyone makes mistakes, 
especially you, and grace is practiced 
daily. Three great questions a humble 
leader loves to ask are: “How are you 
doing?” “Is there anything you need?” 
and “How can I help you to accomplish 
God’s purpose in this?” Those you work 
with know you are there to help them, 
support them and resource them any way 
you can. Be careful of projecting a top-
down leadership perspective where your 
team is seen as “under” you. A humble 
leader sees their team as co-laborers who 
are working “alongside” them.

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 As I have driven various streets in Little Rock this past week, I have seen 
many yard signs advertising various Vacation Bible Schools (VBS) to be held 
in the coming weeks. As a result, I was just thinking about how good it is for 
churches to continue what has been a decades-long tradition.
 What is VBS? Actually, it is a form of religious education scaled down to a 
week or less. Back in the days when I was a youngster, VBS was often a two-week 
long event. While there are many activities that take place during the course of 
the week, learning Scripture is the foremost purpose. I am reminded that learning 
from an early age is of utmost importance, and such learning can last a lifetime. 
The apostle Paul encouraged his young protégé, Timothy, to keep on with what 
he had learned as a child: “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 
have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how 
from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 3:14-15).
 • The impact of faithful teachers. Growing up in Ashdown, attending church 
and, in the summers, VBS, were aspects of small-town life that I cherish to this 
day. Central Baptist Church in Ashdown is my home church. I recall the vari-
ous classes I attended in Sunday School, especially those who were my teachers. 
However, I remember even more the impact of my VBS teachers. I won’t try to 
name them because the list would be long, but I assure you that each one had a 
powerful and memorable impact on me.
 Learning can be fun! Today VBS is quite different from those days back in 
the 1950s and 60s. Flannel boards, puppet shows, sword drills, Bible baseball and 
memory verse challenges made learning the Word of God fun. Children today, 
for the most part, have little knowledge of those types of activities. Still, good 
teachers today are making learning enjoyable through music, videos, missions 
emphases and Bible verse drills.
 • A good VBS requires planning and work. During my time as pastor of 
the Central Baptist Church in Prescott, we had some wonderful Vacation Bible 
Schools. For a small town, we had really large attendances each year. Our staff 
put much effort into making VBS something that the children and young people 
wanted to attend. In fact, for several years, we had adult VBS classes!
 • There is an emphasis on missions. I mentioned missions emphases. One 
year, we turned the entire second floor of the educational annex into Mexico. 
The hallway was a roadway to little villas where various aspects of Mexican life 
were depicted. When those kids who attended VBS that year became teens, they 
were totally willing and ready to go on one of our mission trips to Mexico where 
they did puppet shows for the children in the villages. We also did those types 
of VBS themes for Honduras, the Philippines and Guatemala in other years.
 • VBS is where great memories are made. One particular VBS in Ashdown 
still impacts my memory six decades later. The city permitted the church to 
block off an entire street so that various games could be played without traffic 
interference. That might be rather difficult in this day and time. 
 In my formative years, my pastor, J.P. Jones, had a tremendous effect on me. 
He was a woodworking craftsman who took me under his wing and became a 
mentor. He always had a unique way of tying in his crafts for the children with 
the teaching taking place in the classes. That memory is so vivid to me, and I 
wish I could see that approach in VBS ventures today.
 Thank you to those who work in VBS. Last week, I wrote about mentors, urg-
ing people to thank those who had mentored them. Most everyone who reads this 
today had VBS teachers and workers in the past. If those people made an impact 
on you — maybe leading you to trust Christ as Savior or to surrender to full-time 
ministry — I urge you to send a text or email, write a letter or even pick up your 
phone and call, thanking them for investing in your spiritual welfare and eternal life.

VBS: Scriptures Learned — 
Memories Made

VBS
 Center Point, Nashville, June 
4, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
 Milligan Ridge, Manilla, June 
11, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; theme- The 
Mighty God.
 Calvary, Stamps, June 12-15, 
6-8:30 p.m.; theme — The Mighty 
God.
 First, Cave Springs, June 12-
17, 6-8:30 p.m.; theme — Zoomer-
ang: Returning to the Value of Life.
 Bodcaw/Corinth, Rosston, 
June 13-17; 6:30 – 9 p.m.; theme 
– Zoomerang.
 Celebration, Haskell, June 19-
22, 6:30-8:00; MegaKids Camp.
 Antioch, Conway, June 20-
23, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.; theme — 
Monumental: Celebrating God’s 
Greatness.
 Zion, Fordyce, June 20-24, 
6-8:30 p.m.; theme — Monumen-
tal: Celebrating God’s Greatness.
 Bodcaw, Bodcaw, July 10-
15, 6:30-8:30 p.m.; theme — The 
Mighty God.
 North View, NLR, July 10-14, 
6:15-8:30 p.m.; theme — The 
Mighty God.
 Victory, Gentry, July 11-15, 
6-8:10 p.m.; theme — Zoomerang.
 County Line, Marvell, July 18-
22, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.; theme — Victory.
 Liberty, Stamps, July 25-29, 
6-8:30 p.m.; theme Sparks Studio. 
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Trumpet Notes
By Executive Editor Jeff Herring

Beaten and Burned for Praising Jesus
 On May 12, a young female student 
— Deborah Samuel — in Sokoto, Ni-
geria was beaten to death and burned to 
ashes for praising Jesus on a WhatsApp 
group chat site. A gang of her radical 
Muslim classmates saw her post, became 
enraged, and murdered her. Deborah’s 
“crime?” She was accused of blasphemy 
against Islam and the Prophet Moham-
mad — a crime that calls for a death 
sentence according to Sharia Law.
 Deborah was rejoicing because she 
had successfully passed her exams at 
Shehu Shagari College of Education, 
located in northwest Nigeria. Accord-
ing to Open Doors, she posted, “Jesus 
Christ is the greatest. He helped me pass 
my exams.” For that message and other 
similar comments, she was murdered.
 A gruesome video of the murder 
went viral on social media, causing 
outrage among the Christian commu-
nity in Nigeria and across the world. 
Unfortunately, it was really nothing 
new. Brutal violence against Christians 
throughout the country has been not 
only commonplace for decades but has 
dramatically increased in recent months.
 On Saturday, May 14 in Sokoto, 
according to several accounts, the pro-
tests became even more violent. Rioters, 
armed with machetes, knives and sticks, 
chanting Islamic prayers, demanded 
the release of the two suspects the 
police had arrested (there appeared to 
be more than two). Shops were looted 
and burned, and at least two churches 
were attacked and vandalized. Some of 
the protestors also besieged the palace 
of the Sultan of Sokoto, a preeminent 
religious leader among Nigeria’s Mus-
lims, who make up approximately half 
of the country’s population.
 One Nigerian Christian clergyman 
recently emailed friends in the U.S.: 
“Keep us in your prayers. The situation 
is so tense. It was alleged (though not 
fully confirmed) that two young ladies 
posted in response to the situation in 
Sokoto, and that they are said to have 
also blasphemed the Holy prophet. 
Now they are asking the government 
to get the ladies and have them pros-
ecuted.” (frc.com)

There’s No Crisis in Aging
 Recently, Stanford Center on Lon-
gevity announced a project called the 
“New Map of Life.” “In the United 
States,” the authors write, “as many as 
half of today’s 5-year-olds can expect 
to live to the age of 100, and this once 
unattainable milestone may become 
the norm for newborns by 2050.”
 The problem, the authors admit, is 
that we don’t know what to do with an 
extra 30 years. The “narrative of an ‘aging 
society’ seems to convey only a crisis.”
 Reaching this 100-years-of-life 
milestone is, as one researcher put it, 
a “breathtaking package of human 

Scan this QR 
code with your 
s m a r t p h o n e 
to access our 
website.

Like us on
Facebook
for late-breaking

up-to-date news

Baptist Trumpet
 (USPS 043-720) (ISSN 0888-9074)
 Published by the Baptist Missionary Association of Arkansas; 
sponsoring Missions, Benevolence and Christian Education.

JEFF HERRING, Executive Editor
editor@baptisttrumpet.com

P.O. Box 192208 • Little Rock, Arkansas 72219-2208
Telephone (501) 565-4601 • Fax Line (501) 565-NEWS

(Note: An answering machine on the 565-4601 line will take
messages after regular working hours — Monday-Thursday)

www.baptisttrumpet.com

Subscribription Rate: $30.00 per year (67¢ per issue)
Church Plan Subscribers: $27.00 per year (60¢ per issue)

 Published weekly except for the week of New Year’s and one week 
in April, May, July, September, November and December. Periodi-
cal postage paid at Little Rock, Arkansas. Editorial offices at 10712 
Interstate 30, Little Rock, Arkansas 72209. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to the Baptist Trumpet, P.O. Box 192208, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 72219-2208.
 Opinions expressed in signed articles are those of the writer and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the churches of the BMA.

ALLAN EAKIN, Associate Editor
associateeditor@baptisttrumpet.com

(mailing list changes & billing inquiries)

potential the world has never seen, 
unprecedented numbers of people 
with unprecedented capabilities, and 
significant desire to give back and leave 
the world better.”
 Scripture agrees, calling old age “a 
crown of glory.” But that’s not because 
of how long it lasts or what is accom-
plished. It’s because there’s a “why” 
behind it all. As Stanford looks for 
technological and sociological benefits 
to longer lives, Christians can point to 
the Source of meaning for all of life, 
who faced and defeated death.
 The more time we have to do that, 
the better. (familycouncil.org)

Skit Guys’ Star in Faith-based 
Family Comedy
 The Skit Guys, a Christian comedy 
duo, debuted their first-ever family 
film on May 13 at theaters nationwide. 
“Family Camp” chronicles the journey 
of two “polar opposite” families who 
find themselves sharing a cabin for a 
week at rustic Camp Katokwah. Dur-
ing competition for a camp trophy, 
the two fathers (played by Tommy 
Woodard and Eddie James, known 
as the Skit Guys) find themselves lost 
in the woods after a series of mishaps. 
The two men have to work together 
to find their way out of the woods.
 The film was produced by Provident 
Films, producer of such films as “Over-
comer,” “War Room,” “Courageous,” 
“Fireproof ” and “Woodlawn,” as well 
as Educational Media Foundation, the 
parent company of K-LOVE, the larg-
est contemporary Christian radio net-
work in the United States and Roadside 
Attractions, whose movies have grossed 
more than $500 million and garnered 
23 Academy Award nominations.
 Woodard and James have wanted to 
make a comedy feature film for more 
than 20 years. When Brian Cates, 
one of the film’s directors, came up 
with the idea for Family Camp five 
years ago, little did they know of the 
difficult days that lay ahead with the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
 “When we began this project, we 
knew families needed this but had no 
idea how much hope and healing they 
would need a few years later,” Woodard 
told the Message. “It was a dream come 
true for Eddie and me. As kids, both of 
us surrendered our dream of making a 
movie to the Lord, and He was so kind 
to grant that back to us years later.”
 The Skit Guys have performed to-
gether since they were members of the 
youth group at First Baptist Church, 
Edmond, Okla., and officially formed 
the group in 1996. Since then, they 
have performed at churches, confer-
ences and other events around the 
world. (baptistpress.com)

Girl Dies in Botched Exorcism
 Officials at a small Pentecostal 

church in San Jose, Calif., confirmed 
that a three-year-old girl died within 
their walls last September after under-
going a botched exorcism, bringing a 
renewed spotlight on the practice of 
expelling demons from individuals 
believed to be possessed.
 Rene Huezo leads Iglesia Apos-
toles y Profetas where three-year-old 
Arely Naomi Proctor died, and is 
also her grandfather. He insists they 
were simply trying to follow the Bible 
when the girl’s mother brought her to 
the church seeking deliverance from 
demons.
 The Santa Clara County Medical 
Examiner’s office ruled that Arely 
Naomi Proctor’s death was a homicide 
caused by asphyxiation and arrested 
her mother, Claudia Hernandez, in 
January on felony child abuse charges.
 According to a police report, at 
around 8:12 p.m. on Sept. 24, 2021, 
the San Jose Police Department, 
Hernandez reported that her daugh-
ter passed away at the church. When 
police responded to the scene they 
found, Hernandez, Pastor Huezo who 
is her father and the child’s uncle.
 After the child was pronounced 
dead at Valley Medical Center at 8:59 
p.m., officers learned that “the suspects 
believed the child was possessed by a 
demon and they were at the church 
praying for her.”
 Hernandez told police that her 
daughter was “possessed by an evil 
spirit” and that “she attempted to stick 
her finger down the victim’s throat and 
squeezed the victim’s neck to induce 
vomiting,” the report said. The child 
“fell asleep several times” as Hernandez 
“pushed down on the victim’s throat with 
her hand.” Hernandez further stated that 
her daughter suffered bruises around 
“her eyes, throat/neck and chest” dur-
ing the ordeal. She also told police that 
they waited for one to two hours after 
her daughter passed before calling 911.
 In a subsequent interview with po-
lice, Hernandez revealed that the night 
before she brought her daughter to the 
church, she started to believe her daugh-
ter was possessed because she “would 
wake up and scream or cry periodically.” 
She said she and her brother prayed for 
her daughter in a bedroom until they 
decided to drive her to the church at 
6:30 a.m. on Sept. 24.
 She told police that she suspects 
her daughter, who was given nothing 
to eat since about 9 p.m. a day earlier, 
died between 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. on 
Sept. 24. Days before she was arrested in 
January, Hernandez told her followers on 
YouTube, “I could sit here and be nega-
tive… be sad about the whole situation 
that she passed away. But it’s like, there 
is no point because it is what it is. It’s 
many reasons why God took her. What if 
something would have happened to her, 
what if she would have had a sickness? 
It is what it is. I gotta be positive about 
the situation. You know, like at least she’s 
not suffering,” she said. “That’s what I’m 
thankful for, that she’s not gonna grow 
up in that world, like in that world we 
live in.” (christianpost.com)

continue to push them, he says, because 
it is such a desperate mission field.
 Currently, Pastor Pete has a bur-
den for heavily populated Muslim 
areas like Mindanao (an island in 
the Philippines), where people need 
hope. He was recently contacted 
by newly ordained Filipino pastors 
Jehosua de los Santos and Nhorgan 
Francisco about installing a 150-watt 
FM transmitter and other media 
equipment in Mindanao. It will reach 
three tribal villages and add three ad-
ditional languages — Tiboli, Bla-an 
and Bagobo. Each tribe has pastors 
who preach and teach the Bible in 
their own languages. Fortunately, he 
says, the Philippine government does 
not limit radio, especially in outlying 
areas. They are much more interested 
in what’s going on in the big cities.
 Since video is the king of content 
everywhere in the world, especially 
with young people, Pastor Pete loves 
to train eager students through media 
discipleship, so they are provided with 
the equipment. He says they especially 
need to learn scriptwriting so they can 
produce good quality (and short) me-
dia content that people want to hear.
 He dreams of a training center for 
media technology, where broadcasters 
around the world can come for training 
and to share ideas. In the meantime, he 
is reachable any time for Lifeword’s 
global partners’ questions and concerns.
 Pastor Pete says, “Beginning with 
analog in 1985, I had to learn about 
and usually teach myself the latest 
technology. I never knew God would 
lead me down this path. I’m always 

PASTOR PETE
(Continued From Page 1)

researching and learning so I can con-
tinue to have media disciples. Time is 
short. The Lord is coming soon.”

Team Lifeword Info
 Lifeword Sunday 2022 is Oct. 23! 
If your church would like to schedule 
Donny or another team member to 
share what God is doing through 
Lifeword’s ministry, contact Jennifer 
at jennifer@lifeword.org.
 Please pray for one of our Romania 
team members to help develop a kids 
camp for Ukrainian refugees. Also pray 
as our Lifeword global partners work 
together toward one important goal — 
that every tribe, every tongue and every 
nation would know the name of Jesus!
 Join us in praising God for the 
way He is blessing the Gaitans’ media 
ministry in Nicaragua as they develop 
teacher training videos for children’s 
ministry and create married couples’ 
studies to be used locally and in Cuba.

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Celebration, Haskell added one 
by baptism; Allan Eakin, pastor.
 First, Damascus welcomed two 
by letter; Daniel Williams, pastor.
 Friendship, Greenbrier gained 
two by letter; James Crews, pastor.
 Milligan Ridge, Manilla wit-
nessed three by Baptist since last 
report; Mike Colvin, pastor.
 Sulphur Springs, Fordyce received 
three by letter; Stan Hobson, pastor.
 Sunnyside, Dewitt reports four by 
letter since last report; Aaron Maxwell, 
pastor.

mailto:jennifer@lifeword.org


-5- BAPTIST TRUMPET, May 18, 2022

See SPOTLIGHT, Page 6

Leave it 
to Cleaver
By Dr. Tony Cleaver

726 Walnut Dr. • Killeen, Tex. 76549
jstmcleaver@gmail.com

 “Omri did what was evil in the Lord’s sight; he did more evil than all who were 
before him” (I King 16:25).
 Omri was king of the northern kingdom of Israel. He is the king that estab-
lished Samaria as the capital of the country. Later his son, Ahab succeeded him. 
Does evil have a measure? It seems it does, for Omri “did more evil” than his 
predecessors on Israel’s throne. There are contests to see who the strongest man 
is. There are beauty contests to determine the most beautiful. There are shows 
to see who can win the most prizes. Here the “most evil” contest was won hands 
down by Omri. There are many “titles” we seek in life, but this is not one of them. 
What a terrible title to hold — most evil!
 Is there a bottom or an end to your doing wrong in God’s sight? There is 
hopefully an end to your evil ways before your death. Think about it. Will those 
standing at your graveside or at your funeral or memorial service say of you: “Of 
all in his family, he was the champion. He was the best at doing evil. He did 
more evil than those who were before him”?
 “...Ahab son of Omri did what was evil in the Lord’s sight more than all who were 
before him.” (I Kings 16:30).

And We Have a New Champion
 We celebrate Father’s Day in our country. It is a day set aside to honor our 
fathers. Many fathers are living, while some have passed on. Perhaps you have 
precious memories of your father — I certainly hope so. A father’s influence over 
his son and his daughter is immeasurable.
 Omri was an evil man. He was a champion at doing evil, a gold medal winner at 
evil. His son, Ahab saw this as a parental example. As he grew up to take his place 
on the throne of Israel, Ahab exceeded the old records of evil established by his 
dad. He became the new super champion of evil. He had taken evil, unprecedented 
and unmatched by his father, to a higher level. “He outdid daddy!” He won more 
gold medals at evil and established new records for evil. His father paled in his 
accomplishments of evil before the accomplishments of his son. (Remember the 
wife Omri arranged for his son Ahab? Her name was Jezebel.)
 Dear Father, what is the legacy you leave your son or your daughter — your 
children? Do you model for them the path of godliness or the path of evil? Your 
children are watching you. More than likely, they will follow your pattern. The 
children’s song repeated in Sunday School says “Be careful little feet where you 
go for the Father up above is looking down in love… Be careful little mouth 
what you say for the Father up above is looking down in love…” It might be 
better sung to parents, “Be careful big feet… and be careful big mouth…”
 — This is an excerpt from a new book that is scheduled to be released in the fall of 
2022 by Dr. Tony Cleaver. The current working title of the book is, “Life Coaching: 
From the Historical Books.”

And the Winner Is…

Spo t l i gh t  On
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Missions

Danny & Rita Ballard • The Philippines
 Greetings from the Philippines. We would like to say thank you to all of those 
who have been praying for us and supporting us in the ministry here in the Phil-
ippines. Rita and I have felt the prayers this past few months. Like most people, 
we also had our battle with the COVID-19 virus but thankfully, by God’s grace, 
everyone made it through it okay. The self-quarantine limited our ability to con-
duct ministry. The virus came in stages, hitting someone differently at different 
times, which made the time of self-quarantine even longer. With that said, we are 
thankful and blessed that everything is getting back to normal. The country has 
opened more, and travel is being made easier. We pray that it will remain that way.
 Lord willing, we will be back in the states for furlough beginning in December 
through the first week of March. If you would like for us to come by and share 
the ministry with you or your church, please let me know at ballardsphilippines@
gmail.com. We covet your prayers that nothing will happen that will prevent us 
from traveling.
 • Relief Bags for the Hungry — There has been one area of ministry that has 
not changed or will ever change — the ministry of helping all those who have been 
affected the hardest by the pandemic. We see people all around us who don’t have 
enough food to sustain their families. The Lord continues to bless this ministry 
through those who have and continue to donate toward this ministry. We have 
purchased and distributed over 500 relief bags with food and basic necessities, 
along with gospel tracts and information. We are thankful for the recent donations 
that are allowing us to continue with this ministry. We must follow the example of 
Christ by ministering to the physical needs as well as the spiritual needs of others. 
 Each bag that was distributed contained food for two weeks plus gospel tracts 
and other information about how to be saved. Family members would break into 
tears as they accepted the relief bags and say to us, “We didn’t think we would 
be able to eat anytime soon because we didn’t have any food left.” Pastor Jemuel 
from Mt. Zion Fundamental Baptist Church helps us with this ministry by 
sharing the gospel presentation each time we distribute the relief bags. If you 
would like to donate toward future Relief Bag operations, you can send your 
donations to the Missions office designated “Danny Ballard/Relief bags.”
 • Landfill Mission Project — Praise the Lord, the construction of the mis-
sion in the landfill area (BMC Upper Pintur) is completed. The Lord continues 
to bless the mission and the ministry there. Pray for Pastor Vincent as he is now 
doing the work in that area, and pray for the Lord to send a pastor that will be 
able to do the work.
 • Anniversary Service at BMC Carael — Since they have relaxed some of 
the restrictions here, I have been able to travel more to the missions. I recently 
had the opportunity to preach at BMC Calmay and take part in BMC Carael’s 
Second anniversary. We ask that you pray for workers to help in this area. Pastor 
Benson is pastoring both of these missions.
 • Children’s Ministry — The Children’s Ministry is going well. We are train-
ing Liezel in the ministry as a teacher for the children and she is doing a great 
job. There are many who attend and many more who wish to attend if only we 
could accommodate them. The sub-division limits the number of kids we can 
bring in but, thankfully, we have also begun reaching children in other areas and 
our prayer is to begin a second children’s ministry in that location very soon.
 • Trip to Quezon Province Mission — I had the opportunity to visit and 
preach at the mission in Quezon Province. We started our drive at 12 a.m. and 
reached the area around 5 a.m. We rested for a few hours, then it was time for 
the children’s ministry. It was a great opportunity to visit with many in the area 
and get to know them just a little. I was able to preach the next morning at the 
mission, even though it was in the middle of a massive downpour, which made 
it difficult for many to be able to come.
 This area is deep in the province, but has so much beauty. There is no evan-

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 Hot Dogs and Hot Rods, May 
21; proceeds benefit Water for 
Christ; Lifesong, Greenbrier.
 Gospel Singing, May 22; 
featuring Robbie Hanna; 10 a.m. 
Sunday School; 11 a.m. Worship; 
12 p.m. lunch; 1:30 p.m. Gospel 
Singing; Russell, Russell.
 Gospel Singing, June 4, 6 
p.m. (no meal); Haley Creek Boys; 
Faustina, Hampton.
 Deacon Ordination, June 12, 
5 p.m.; Valley View, Jonesboro. 
Reagan Lee, pastor.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
24-27; Stoneridge Baptist Camp, 
Smithville.
 SOAR Student Conference, 
June 29 – July 1; Hilton-Anatole, 

RevivalsRevivals
 Union, Rosston, May 23-25, 
7 p.m.; Mitch Dulaney, evangelist; 
Joe Brown, pastor.
 Union Grove, Blevins, May 
29-June 1; 6 p.m. Sunday; 7 p.m. 
Mon.-Wed.; Jim Moss, evangelist; 
Donald Thompson, pastor.
 Sulphur Springs, Fordyce, 
July 21-23; 7 p.m.; Eddie Raynes, 
evangelist, Sam Hobson, pastor.
 Bodcaw, Bodcaw, July 25-29; 
7:00 p.m.; Jimmy Walker, evange-
list; Lane Garner, pastor.
 Center Point, Nashville, July 
31- Aug. 3; Shawn Kemp, evan-
gelist; Jaron Tipton, pastor.
 County Line, Marvell, Aug. 
7-10; 9:45 a.m. & 5:30 p.m. Sun-
day; 7 p.m. Mon.-Wed.; Chris 
Vines, evangelist.
 Landmark, England, Aug. 14-
17; 6 p.m. Sunday, 7 p.m. Mon.-
Wed.; Master’s Voice (in concert); 
Ricky Capps, evangelist; David 
Inzer, pastor. 
 Cross Roads, Warren, Oct. 
17-19, 7 p.m.; Richard Gambill, 
evangelist; Sidney McGraw, pastor.

HOMECOMINGSHOMECOMINGS
 New Home, Quitman, May 22, 
Sunday school at 10 a.m., preach-
ing at 11;  Potluck lunch will be 
served after preaching with singing 
after lunch; J.D. Courtney, pastor.
 Union, Rosston, May 22, 10:30 
a.m.; Shawn Drewett (message); 
Joe Brown, pastor.
 164th Homecoming at Center 
Grove in Cord, June 12, 10:30 
a.m.; Jeff Herring (message); 
lunch and singing to follow; Barry 
Anderson, pastor.
 Bodcaw, Bodcaw, July 24, 
10:30 a.m.; John Ed Dorman (de-
votional); Tim Vines (message); 
potluck lunch and singing; Lane 
Garner, pastor.

Dallas.
 CBC Day 2022, Sept. 11.
 Student Ministry Workers 
Retreat, Sept. 17; Central Baptist 
College, Conway.
 Gospel Singing, Sept. 17, 6 
p.m.; featuring The Kinsmen Quar-
tet; Cross Roads, Warren.
 re:Charge	 Leader’s	 Oasis, 
Sept. 27-29; Hot Springs Hotel, 
Hot Springs.
 Lifeword Sunday, Oct. 23.
 BMA of Arkansas, Nov. 3-4; 

Central Baptist College, Conway.
 National Senior Adult Confer-
ence, Nov. 15-17; Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson.

DeathsDeaths
 Mike Mooney, 67 of Magnolia, 
passed away May 14. He was a member 
of Antioch East Baptist Church.
 Elbie Earl King, 83 of Jonesboro, 
passed away May 10. He was a member 
of Temple Baptist Church.

mailto:ballardsphilippines@gmail.com
mailto:ballardsphilippines@gmail.com
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 If you’re a parent, you likely have 
said or thought about how much easier 
it would be if you knew the future. 
Parenting would be a snap if you had 
a crystal ball or an accurate magic eight 
ball. The thing is — you do! You have 
a road map of this age. You have the 
end of the maze. No, we don’t have all 
the details we would like to possess, 
but by knowing the absolute end of 
things from biblical prophecy, we can 
know the trajectory in which things 
are headed. Typically, the knowledge 
of end-time prophecy is only applied 
to geopolitical projections, but what if 
we applied it to parenting? What if we 
parented by the end of the maze? What 
if we parent with end-time prophecy? 
 On one hand, this sounds crazy, I 
know. On the other, it sounds genius. Just 
like a maze is much easier to complete 
if you begin at the end and work your 
way back to the beginning, so could our 
parenting — all of life for that matter. 
 What if we reverse engineered 
parenting? As believers, we have the 
tools to do just that. For starters, by 
knowing how this age ends and what 
ultimately matters eternally, we can 
accurately form goals for our children. 
Yes, we want them to be successful, do 
well in school, get great jobs and find 
the perfect spouse (like I did — I’m 
going for bonus points).
 Yet, we know from the Word that, 
ultimately, what matters most is that 
our children come to follow Jesus and 
follow Him for all the days of their 
lives. The end of the maze for our 
children is an image of the gathering 
of the redeemed around the throne 
of God in His kingdom — will our 
children be there? Secondly, it’s the 
image of the judgment seat of Christ 
— will our children hear “Well done, 
my good and faithful servant?”
 We know what waits at the end of 
the maze of life, so we’re far, far ahead 
of nonbelieving parents. We have far 
more than an accurate magic eight 
ball. What if we reverse engineered 
our parenting from the Judgment Seat 
of Christ back? Not only do we know 
the ultimate goal for our children, we 
know the very challenges they will face.

Parenting With
End-Time Prophecy

 The most heartbreaking prophecy 
to me is found in Matt. 24:10, which 
warns that many will turn away. This 
talks about a particular time in the 
future, but it’s already happening. 
Lifeway Research shares that nearly 
two-thirds of children raised in church 
are gone by age 22 and few are coming 
back. This should break our hearts.
 This also shouldn’t surprise us 
because it’s written in black and 
white in our Bibles — actually, this 
particular warning is written in red. 
We’re warned. What if we parented 
with this warning in mind?
 No, we can’t prevent many from 
turning away, but we can help that not 
happen to our children. I encourage 
you to lean into Scripture and reverse-
engineer your parenting. Not just your 
parenting, but also your church’s min-
istry to the emerging generation.
 To further help do this, Stand Firm 
has begun an initiative to take what I’ve 
learned on my journey of helping believ-
ers stand firm and apply it to parenting. 
We have begun a blog for parents. You 
can find it at standfirmministries.com/
blogs. I also have just launched a new 
podcast called “Stand Firm Parents.” The 
podcast is available everywhere podcasts 
can be found. You can find the podcast 
by searching for “Stand Firm Parents” 
on your favorite podcast platform.
 “Stand Firm Parents” is helping 
families have a faith that lasts. I am 
reverse-engineering parenting based 
on the authority of the Word, based 
on Bible prophecy. In the most recent 
episode, Ken Ham of Answers in Gen-
esis, Creation Museum and the Ark 
Encounter joined me. We talked about 
his book, Already Gone which chronicled 
the unfortunate reality of professed-
Christian children and teens leaving the 
church, and often the faith. If you’re a 
parent, grandparent or work with the 
next generation, please check out this 
unique take on biblical parenting.
 Let’s help families have a faith 
that lasts by parenting with end-time 
prophecy. 
 Jake is available for revivals 
and preaching l earn more  at 
standfirmministries.com.

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless

jake@standfirmministries.com • stand-
firmministries.com

 While visiting with one of my doctors, he asked 
me to peruse this book. As Moral Action Director 
of the BMA, I counted it an honor to do this for 
him and his study group. Below is the contents of 
the letter to my doctor:
 Greetings! I count it an honor to analyze and re-
search the book by Dr. Muraresku — The Immortality 
Key. It is very interesting but has an overriding theme 
of denying the faith in Jesus Christ. That faith is the 
foundational stone of Christians from Genesis days.
 The psychedelics theory of eternal life is truly 
confusing. Huston Smith called them visionary plants, 
herbs and fungi that make people seek a false life quest. 
He is mistaken that the original Lord’s Supper (the 
Holy Grail) was to make us like gods. This is no more than mind-altering drugs.
 I do agree with Muraresku of the great influence of the Greek and its edu-
cated influence on Paul and the early disciples.
 The book talks of mind-bending drugs, note the word mind, while Christi-
anity (followers of Jesus God’s only Son) is a message of the heart and soul. It’s 
about the heart.
 I do not believe that MIT and the University of Pennsylvania will ever find 
enough data to deny faith of Jesus as was in antiquity and in our modern-day.
 It is an interesting read, but too varied, skipping from place to place. No 
substance of reality is given. I do not recommend this book.
 “Now therefore put away, said he, the strange gods which are among you, and incline 
your heart unto the Lord God of Israel” ( Joshua 24:23). Joshua urged mankind to 
put away false gods and banned the offering of babies as sacrifices for sins. Paul, 
the apostle of Jesus, told us to “be rooted and grounded in the Word of God” (Eph. 
3:17). These writings of Muraresku are not rooted in God’s Bible.
 I’ve enjoyed trying to be fair in my assessment, but there are few true facts from 
our God in this writing. “Seek ye the Lord while He may be found…” (Isa. 55:6).

A Book Review
By Dr. John Adams, Executive Director

See ROE, Page 7

SPOTLIGHT
(Continued From Page 5)

gelical church anywhere near this area, 
and the people are in desperate need of 
hearing the gospel. Please be in prayer 
for God to send us a worker that can 
be in the area full time.

 • The “Candy Lola” — Rita has 
come to be known as the “Candy Lola” 
(Lola means grandmother). Every time 
she goes into one of the areas where we 
do ministry, she hands out suckers to the 
children. When they see her coming, 
they all run out to greet her and call her 
“Lola Rita.” It is a small gesture that 
brings smiles to the faces of children 
and some parents. A big part of mis-
sions is about building relationships 
in order to be able to share the gospel, 
and this simple gesture is a useful tool 
in building those relationships.
 We thank the Lord for the indi-
viduals, families and churches who 
faithfully partner with us through 
prayers and financial support. Please 
pray with us that God will raise up 
more workers for the five different 
missions and outreaches. Also pray 
for each individual whom we have 
a chance to share the gospel with 
through our different ministries.

A Possible Post-Roe World
 So back to the question so many are 
asking — would the end of Roe mean 
the pro-life movement is “out of a job”? 
The end of Roe changes everything; 
but in many ways, it changes nothing.
 As we rejoice over the thousands of 
lives that could be saved, we must also 
prepare for the reality that this decision 
would be frightening news for many 
women. For the woman facing an un-
planned pregnancy, fear is a powerful 
force in her decision-making, and abor-
tion may feel like the only way out. That 
fear may be amplified even more if her 
“way out” becomes harder to obtain.
 Abortions may decrease, but the 
number of women in need of support 
during and after pregnancy will only 
increase. So the church must lead the 
way by welcoming mothers and families 
with acts of service and sacrificial love.
 How does the church become the 
safest place for a woman facing an un-
planned pregnancy? What does this look 
like in practice? Here are seven sugges-
tions for how your church can lead the 
way in a potential post-Roe world:
 • Reach out to your local pregnancy 
resource center. There are more than 
2,500 pregnancy resource centers across 
the United States. Each of these depends 
on the involvement and support of local 
churches to serve women and families. 
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Take the initiative to invite a representa-
tive to your church for a meeting to listen 
and learn how you can come alongside 
them in a post-Roe world.
 • Give financially. Evaluate your 
church budget and consider how to 
give sacrificially to meet the needs of 
women in unplanned pregnancies. At 
The Pregnancy Network (TPN), we 
challenge churches to give monthly. If 
it takes about $1,200 (estimated based 
on costs of a pregnancy test, ultrasound, 
RN services, classes, advocacy, etc.) to 
empower one woman to choose life, 
how many women could your church 
empower?
 • Speak from the pulpit. According 
to a Lifeway Research study, half of men 
whose partners received an abortion 
were attending a Christian church at the 
time. Another study found more than 
4 in 10 women were attending church 
at the time of their abortions, but only 
7% of women discussed their decision 
with anyone at their church. Pastors 
and church leaders must not shy away 

from addressing these difficult topics. 
Rather, a gentle and regular cascade 
of truth, wrapped in love and compas-
sionate support, must be the anthem of 
every church. When we refuse to discuss 
abortion, unplanned pregnancy and the 
hard choices surrounding each, it fosters 
a fear of judgment and rejection in the 
hearts of mothers and fathers.
 • Share stories. At TPN, we’ve 
made a concerted effort to share sto-
ries through video, podcasts and blogs 
and have seen them make a significant 
impact within the church. When we 
share stories of the brave women who 
choose life in the face of immense 
social and economic pressures, we stir 
the hearts of church members, build 
compassion and normalize conversa-
tions around these tough topics. Ask 
your partnering pregnancy center for 
any videos they have. If they don’t have 
any, consider offering your available 
resources to help create content.
 • Serve as mentors. At TPN, our 

http://www.standfirmministries.com/blogs
http://www.standfirmministries.com/blogs
http://www.standfirmministries.com
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What To Do When Troubles Come
 We should never faint in the difficult time of trials and suffering because 
we should know that God is at work in the world. “And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
 It is very hard to remember that God has a perfect plan in such times. “For 
whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Rom 8:29).
 God has two purposes in His plan — His glory and our good. The day is 
coming when He will make us like Him. Unlike promises in this world, God 
is faithful to not only make the plan but His plan will succeed! It started in 
eternity past when He chose us in Christ. “According as he hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will” (Eph. 1:4-5). 
 While He predetermined that one day we would be like His Son, predes-
tination applies only to saved people. Nowhere are we taught God predestines 
people to eternal damnation. If they are condemned, it is because of their refusal 
to trust Christ. “He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not 
is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth 
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But 
he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they 
are wrought in God” ( John 3:18-21). Those whom He chose, He called. “But we 
are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining 
of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (II Thess. 2:13-14).
 When they responded to His call, He justified and glorified them. This means 
the believer has already been glorified in Christ. “And the glory which thou gavest 
me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one” ( John 12:22).
 The revelation of this glory awaits the coming of the Lord. “Because the creature 
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God, for we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body” (Rom. 8:21-23).
 Like I heard a man say — “All of this and Heaven, too!”

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, “On 
Saturday we had a talk about baptism 
and four people attended. There are 
more people in the congregation who 
have not yet understood that they must 
take this step of obedience. I will be 
visiting each one this week to speak 
with them personally on the subject. 
I would appreciate your prayers. We 
are planning to have the baptisms on 
May 28 at the Buffalo River.
 “That same Saturday, the ladies of 
the church will finish their study on 
Hagar and they are very excited! The 
next woman from the Bible to study 
is Abigail.
 “Fernanda has already finished her 
junior year at college with great success. 
She got an A in each of her classes. 
We are very grateful to God for help-

ing her get those grades, working and 
studying. Thank you for your prayers 
for our daughter.
 “I ask for your prayers for our 
church families as the enemy is at-
tacking them strongly.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: Ru-
ben Isturiz writes, “We had a good 
time at our Celebration Service. The 
Alcazar family went to the temple in 
Chenal for the first time. We then had a 
fellowship together with the American 
church. It was a beautiful picture to see 
two congregations, two languages, two 
kinds of food, sharing together — only 
unity in Christ can do that.
 “After 16 weeks, I finished the new 
novo.org training. I met online with 
five other leaders every Wednesday. 
Discover and Activate (AD) is focused 
on discovering the identity in Christ, 
the unique calling God has placed in us 
and then activating and implementing 
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it. Now it is my turn to do the revision 
of that material into Spanish. Pray for 
wisdom.
 “Another training I am taking 
from Novo is The Path of Movement. 
This training is every other week on 
Tuesdays, but I will tell you about that 
another time.
 “The Berean Groups (home 
groups) are becoming active. We are 
only missing the group in Bryant. 
Pray for God to remove all stumbling 
blocks. On many occasions, some 
members of the Berean Groups have 
difficulty meeting, either because 
of work or sickness. Here are some 
beautiful words from Veronica that 
she put in our WhatsApp group, ‘I 
really enjoyed the time we shared last 
night! It made me very happy! I already 
missed those moments with you guys! 
I love you.’ Only God can give life to 
each group with true friendships that 
share and are edified in the Word of 
God. To God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “This Sunday was a little 
disappointing for us. On Friday, En-
tergy put out the word that Flippin 
would be under a city-wide power 
outage to repair damage from an auto 
accident that happened Thursday. They 
chose 7 a.m. Sunday morning to do it 
and said it would be a minimum of five 
hours to do the work. On Saturday, it 
was reinforced by the City of Flippin, 
so all the churches in Flippin canceled 
their morning services. As a pastor, you 
hate to do that, but sometimes you 
must trust the Lord to take care of all 
of those things you know you won’t be 
able to say and do and all of those folks 
that you won’t be able to see.
 “So Karen and I went to our mother 
church Sunday morning (The Bridge 
Church in Mountain Home) to wor-
ship with them. It was wonderful 
seeing everyone and fellowshipping 
with them.
  “We had a good number Sunday 
night. Our new members were there, 
engaged in our study, and we made 
plans to baptize them in the White 
River next Sunday after our morning 
service. I love seeing new Christians 
excited about starting their new life in 
Christ. It invigorates and energizes the 
rest of us, and keeps us engaged in our 
mission, the Great Commission, to be 
witnesses unto Him, to go, preach and 
teach.
 “We thank you for your prayers. 
Please continue praying for us, Faith 
Chapel, Flippin and especially for our 

new converts and those we are trying 
to reach. We know God hears them 
and is answering them.”
 The Table, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “We had 33 people at 
our house for our Open Community 
Event. There are so many first-time 
guests showing up. It was such an 
amazing opportunity to have conversa-
tions with so many different people and 
begin building those first steps toward 
friendship and further conversation.
 “We have been helping our neigh-
bors who are moving away. They were 
so nice to have as neighbors and will be 
missed. A family of seven is coming to 
replace them. Please pray we will get 
opportunities to have conversations 
with this new family. 
 “We had a park picnic with Gio and 
his family. (Gio has been coming to the 
Monday game event and slowly that has 
made its way into more opportunities for 
both conversation and relationship.) He 
and his family also made it to church on 
Sunday. We are so excited to see some 
of the fruit from our labors.
 “Several of our other folks have 
also been inviting people, and we had a 
second couple visit this last Sunday. It 
is exciting to see how God is working 
in our community.”
 Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan Clay 

writes, “Our sermon this week was from 
the book of Joshua. Scripture is telling 
us to use the Bible as instruction and 
always have it in our mouths. We are 
to recite it day and night so we may 
carefully observe everything written 
in it. This week we will strive to follow 
that in our daily walk and serve others 
with the Word and in deed.
 “We have been enjoying our weekly 
services and seeing the people God 
is placing in our lives who have been 
faithfully coming every week. We 
know God will use them in growing 
this mission and in sharing the gospel 
of Christ. We are beginning to develop 
friendships and share in each other’s 
lives with every meeting. 
 “This week I was able to go to 
the Benton Chamber of Commerce 
and speak to them about ways Faith 
Journey could be of help in the com-
munity. There are some events coming 
up that our mission may be involved 
with so I will post updates as soon as 
I get more specific details.
 “Joshua 1:8-9 says ‘For then you will 
prosper and succeed in whatever you do. 
Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and 
courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go.’ Join us in praying for strong and 
courageous hearts this week!”

Connect Program links women facing 
unplanned pregnancies with women in 
the church to create long-term, healthy 
support networks. We’ve had church 
members help new mothers unload 
moving trucks, cook dinners, provide 
Christmas gifts, donate furniture and 
cars, attend doctor appointments 
and organize playdates. By living life 
together with women in the church, 
young mothers are learning they’re 
truly not alone, even long after giving 
birth. If your local pregnancy center 
doesn’t have a mentorship program in 
place, ask what you can do to help get 
one started.
 • Initiate relationships with local 
organizations that help women and 
families. Identify five organizations in 
your area that specialize in supporting 
women, children and families, then 
reach out to schedule a meeting. From 
there, you can find out which ones your 
church is uniquely equipped to serve, 
and delegate a few church members to 
serve as liaisons. Some ideas to get you 
started are your local pregnancy center, 
foster care organizations, maternity 
homes or your county’s department 
of social services.
 • Pray. God uses prayer to transform 
the hearts of His people and move 
them to action, and a true culture of 
life within the church must begin with 
fervent prayer. Start with a small group 
of leaders within your church or schedule 
a church-wide prayer meeting. Ask God 
to reveal the ways your church is uniquely 
equipped to serve women and families 
within your community. Then pray that 
God will break your hearts over abor-
tion and foster a compassionate love for 
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women facing unplanned pregnancies. 

The Heart of the Pro-life Movement
 If the goal of the pro-life move-
ment were to overturn Roe, then yes, 
many of us would be out of a job in a 
post-Roe world. But while legislation 
is a necessary and integral part of the 
work to uphold the sanctity of life, it’s 
not our ultimate aim.
 We are pro-life because we rec-
ognize that an assault on human life 
— on image bearers — is an assault 
on our Creator. In his book Knowing 
God, J.I. Packer makes the argument 
that those who know God have great 
energy for God. He says, “While their 
God is being defied or disregarded, 
they cannot rest; they feel they must 
do something; the dishonor done to 
God’s name goads them into action.”
 So, brothers and sisters in Christ — 
we cannot rest. Because we love God, 
we love the women and men facing un-
planned pregnancies and their unborn 
children. Because we love God, we will 
continue to be innovative in the ways 
we create a culture of life within our 
churches. Because we love God, we 
will lead the way in helping families 
flourish and thrive in our communities.
 Are we out of a job? No — the 
work has just begun.
 — Mary Holloman is the commu-
nications coordinator for The Pregnancy 
Network in Greensboro, North Carolina. 
She has written for numerous organiza-
tions and is a contributing author of two 
books. Her debut picture book, The Anx-
ious Lily (End Game Press) releases in 
2023. This article is shared with permis-
sion from Lifeway Research. The original 
article can be found at research.lifeway.
com/2022/05/12/7-ways-your-church-
can-lead-in-a-post-roe-world.

http://www.novo.org
https://research.lifeway.com/2022/05/12/7-ways-your-church-can-lead-in-a-post-roe-world
https://research.lifeway.com/2022/05/12/7-ways-your-church-can-lead-in-a-post-roe-world
https://research.lifeway.com/2022/05/12/7-ways-your-church-can-lead-in-a-post-roe-world
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The Baptist Missionary Loan Association (BMLA), a ministry of the Baptist 
Missionary Association of Texas, offers loans to churches for everything 
from land and building purchases, to additions and renovations.

Why consider a loan with BMLA?
We specialize in church building projects.

Since 1953, BMLA has provided loans for churches of the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Texas. No one understands the needs and goals of BMA 
congregations and related ministries better than BMLA. Recently, BMLA 
was authorized by the churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of 
Texas to offer loans to any BMA church in the United States. 

We offer competitive rates and terms.
Unlike many commercial lending institutions, BMLA does not charge 
for closing costs which saves your congregation thousands of dollars. 
Furthermore, BMLA offers competitive rates.

Faithful stewardship finances our loans.
The money invested in BMLA by congregations and individuals finance our 
loans for building projects and land purchases.

For more information, visit bmla.org.
If you are ready, you may apply for a loan online at bmla.org. If you have 
more questions, call us at 972-923-0758.

We look forward to helping you make 
your dreams come true!

BMLA, P.O. Box 73, Waxahachie, Texas 75168
www.bmla.org

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Beacon Baptist Church in Gravette 
is seeking a full-time pastor. Contact 
Roy Key at (470) 787-5373 or send a 
resume to rkeycabinets@yahoo.com.
 Fairview Baptist Church in Jones-
boro is seeking a bi-vocational youth 
minister. For more information, contact 
Pastor Gary Henderson at (870) 935-
0266 (church office), (870) 974-1996 
(cell) or pastorgaryhenderson@gmail.
com.
 Hillcrest Baptist Church in Tex-

arkana is seeking a bi-vocational music 
director. For more information, contact 
Pastor Kelly Owens at hbctexarkana@
gmail.com.
 West Park Baptist Church in 
Ozark is seeking a full-time pastor. 

Send resumes to P.O. Box 541, Ozark, 
Ark. 72949 or pastorharold@att.net.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860.

Free E-Trumpet
   Any active BMA military personnel 

is eligible to receive the Trumpet 
free. Please send  their name, 

address or email address to P.O. Box 
192208, Little Rock, Ark. 72219; or 

editor@baptisttrumpet.com.
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