
Baptist  Trumpet
Volume 82 August 17, 2022 Little Rock, Arkansas Number 44

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF ARKANSAS
www.baptisttrumpet.com

73rd Annual Meeting Of
The BMA of Arkansas

By Michael Battenfield, President • BMA of Arkansas
 Greetings from Northwest Arkan-
sas and all your 2022 officers! I hope 
and pray you have already marked your 
calendars and are making any neces-
sary arrangements to be a part of the 
BMA of Arkansas Annual Meeting, 
Thursday & Friday, Nov. 3-4, on the 

campus of our beautiful Central Bap-
tist College! It is my prayer that 2022 
will be an opportunity to regroup and 
refocus as an association of churches, 
working together for the glory of 
Christ, connected by our common 
faith and Savior.
 As I began last year praying about 
the 73rd annual meeting and the theme, 
one cold reality was inescapable — the 
growing number of churches that are 
struggling and even in serious decline, 
a trend I first noticed when I served 
as a BMA of Arkansas clerk. Along 
with the decline, we see a parallel in 
our association’s participation and co-
operation. This has led to the clear need 
to take an honest look at the health of 
all churches in our association.
 The inescapable truth is that the 
healthier a local church is, the greater 
impact that church has for the king-
dom in her own context, and the 
better able she is to work with other 
like-minded churches to engage in 
effective missions beyond her com-
munity. If we genuinely want to be 
“missionary” in our work, we must 
begin with healthy local churches, and 
I dare say that every church has areas 
where it could be healthier.
 This presents a question and, I be-
lieve an opportunity, to take a serious 
look at how we, as an association of 
autonomous churches in voluntary co-
operation, can work toward healthier 

See LIFEWORD, Page 8

 Water for Christ has announced that the annual Art for Water Gala will be 
held at The Governor’s Mansion on Tuesday, Oct. 18 with Fashion Designer Linda 
Thomas as the keynote speaker. Izzy Baughn will serve as emcee for the evening, 
which will also feature live music, entertainment and a live and silent auction with 
one-of-a-kind art from popular artists James Hayes, Bryan Massey and more.
 All proceeds from the event will benefit Water For Christ, whose mission is to 
provide sustainable, clean drinking water wells in places of need worldwide and 
to share the living water of Jesus Christ with people along our journey. “When 
you meet people’s physical needs, then they will start to listen to you about their 
spiritual needs,” said Founder and Director of Water for Christ Tim Tyler.
 The evening will begin with an Artist Meet and Greet at 5:30 p.m., followed 
by dinner and the program at 6:30 p.m. Enjoy a fine dinner, entertainment and 
local art with a live and silent auction supporting Water for Christ. Enjoy an 
evening getting dressed up while also giving water and life to those in need.
 Tickets are $75 per person, and sponsorships begin at $250. For tickets, sponsor-
ships and more information, go to WaterForChrist.com under the Events tab.

Art For Water Gala

See MEETING, Page 3

This is only a news column, and 
the publishing of a person’s avail-
ability should not be considered a 
recommendation by the Trumpet. 
To view previous listings from this

column, visit our website at 
www.BaptistTrumpet.com.

MOVINGMOVING  
with Ministers with Ministers 

and Staffand Staff

 Cody Lucy has resigned as part-
time youth pastor at Beacon Baptist 
Church in Taylor to accept the posi-
tion of full-time youth pastor at First 
Baptist Church in Taylor.
 Chris McVay has resigned as youth 
and associate pastor at Park Avenue 
Baptist Church in Searcy to accept 
a similar position at Watson Chapel 
Baptist Church (SBC) in Pine Bluff.
 County Line Baptist Church in 
Marvell is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Inquiries may be made to Tommie 
Shackelford at (870) 338-2873.

 I recently had the opportunity to sit down with Lifeword Executive Director 
Donny Parrish to visit about the ministry of Lifeword, especially how the new 
warehouse and television studio expansion will provide some new and exciting 
opportunities for ministry.
 Donny’s relationship with Lifeword began in 1990 while he was serving as wor-
ship leader and youth pastor at Temple Baptist Church (now South City Church) 
in Little Rock. Executive Director George Reddin approached Donny about help-
ing Lifeword create their video ministry. After leaving Lifeword in 1999 to serve 
as executive pastor at Fellowship in Forney, Texas for 12 years, he continued to 
provide creative content and serve as a radio personality for the ministry.
 During the initial renovation when Lifeword moved to its present location, 
Bro. Reddin had the foresight to soundproof an area, with plans to make it into 
television production studios. When the location became the BMA Global 
Ministry Center, this area was used as storage and warehouse space for BMMI’s 
Shoebox Ministry, Missions and the other departments.
 In 2012, at the urging of Executive Director Steve Crawley, Donny returned to 
Lifeword to be chief creative officer of the BMA of America. He served as produc-
tion team leader for all media, conferences and development. When Donny came on 
board, the main focus of Lifeword’s ministry was overseas due to the high cost for 
radio time in the United States, but Donny approached Executive Director Steve 
Crawley about developing a daily video production that could take advantage of 

Lifeword’s Ministry 
Continues to Expand

By Jeff Herring, Executive Editor

churches. Thus, the birth of this year’s 
theme — “Healthy Churches (Healthy 
Association) for the Glory of God” 
(Eph. 3:14-21).
 Another possibly related observa-
tion is the declining participation in 
our association’s meetings, even prior 
to the challenges of the pandemic. 
Each year, fewer churches attend in 
person, also mirrored by the total 
number represented only by letter. 
The officers have been looking at 
what factors may be contributing 
to this decrease in active participa-
tion. Financial realities, the growing 
number of bi-vocational pastors and 
the above-mentioned church health 
issues have presented some significant 
obstacles to attendance and participa-
tion. At the same time, our need for 
one another and our walk together as 
churches with a common mission has 
never been greater!
 We are looking at several possible 
changes to our meeting time and format 
for the future, as well as seeking to bring 
more value for the investment of your 
time and expense of attending these ses-
sions. This year we will see an exciting 
return of breakout sessions that I believe 
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Praying for Our Students
 This week marks the return to school for most students in Arkansas, and it 
is a time of uncertainty and excitement for the young people who are connected 
to our churches. The biggest question is what can we do for them? How do we 
best support our students while they adjust to new teachers, new classes and new 
classmates?
 We must pray. That can feel like a simple solution, but there is nothing simple 
about it. God clearly wants us to take our needs and concerns to Him. Philip-
pians 4:6-7 tells us “do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus” (ESV).
 Where do we start when it comes to praying for our students? Should we 
pray for safety or something else? Let me share a few things I think we should 
pray for as we look at our students as they head back to school:
 • Pray for their souls. You may have students in your ministry who are not 
Christ-followers. As our children and teenagers step back into the classroom, 
many are hit with voices that will seek to distract them from accepting Jesus. 
Pray that God will cut through the noise and reach the lost students of our com-
munity.
 • Pray for their witness. Your students had a variety of experiences over 
the summer. They may have been to camps and conferences. They may have 
given their lives to Christ and His ministry. Satan wants to derail the impact 
these young men and women could have. Pray that God will place a hedge of 
protection around them so they can be effective witnesses.
 • Pray for their teachers. The adults in your students’ lives have a powerful 
impact. Their positive and negative words can bring life and death. Pray that God 
will provide the men and women your students need as they navigate school.
 • Pray for their families. School brings a number of extra stressors to the 
family. Additional activities, extra expenses and new schedules are just a few of 
the difficulties families will encounter. Pray that God will bless them and provide 
the things they need.
 We need to pray for our students because they need the supernatural influ-
ence only God can provide.

Athletic Dept. Hires

 • Conway, Aug. 11 — CBC direc-
tor of athletics Lyle Middleton has 
announced the hiring of a new head 
athletic trainer. Caleb Authement 
(AUTO-mont) has joined the staff as 
the first full-time trainer in the history 
of CBC Athletics. “We’re very excited 
to add Caleb to our staff,” said Middle-
ton. “I’m excited for him to head up 
our athletic training department. His 
experience and dedication to collegiate 
athletics is a high priority to CBC 
and he brings a lot of knowledge and 
experience that will help our athletes 
compete at a high level.”
 Authement, who will be working 
for CBC in conjunction with Conway 
Regional Hospital, comes to CBC 
from the Baton Rouge Orthopedic 
Center in La., where he had been 
working as a certified athletic trainer 
since 2019. Prior to Baton Rouge, 
he worked for two years as an ath-
letic trainer at Denham Springs High 
School (DSHS), also in Lousiana. 
Before DSHS, He spent a year and 
a half as an athletic trainer for Merit 
Health Natchez, working with trainers 
from Alcorn State University and in 
high schools in Adams County, Miss. 
and Concordia Parish, La. Prior to 
that, he worked as a PRN Athletic 
Trainer/First Responder at Pinnacle 
Sports Medicine.
 He graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in Athletic Training from 
Southeastern Louisiana University in 
2015. He is married to Melissa, and 
the couple has two children.

 • Conway, Aug. 12 — Women’s 
Basketball Head Coach Lyle Mid-
dleton has announced the hiring of 
Sierra Carrier as his assistant coach 
for the 2022-23 season. Carrier is a 
CBC alum and returns to the program 
after two years away. “I’m excited to 
announce Sierra as the assistant coach 
for the Lady Mustang program,” said 

Sports
News

By Erik Holth
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PROFILE

By Duffy Guyton, Director of Church Relations
 As the faculty and staff reconvened for the annual pre-fall semester meeting 
on Monday, Aug. 8, President Kimbrow encouraged everyone regarding God’s 
powerful truth in Eph. 3:20 that God “is able to do exceedingly abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” This personally 
encouraged me as I reflected on the promise that God is a provider and supplier.
 In the Apostle Paul’s second letter to the church of Corinth (II Cor. 9:12), he 
not only shared his gratitude for their sincere generosity, but he expressed that 
their selfless love of provision “is abounding through many thanksgivings to God.” 
The recipients were simply having a reason to genuinely thank the Heavenly 
Father for Him meeting their needs through the church in Corinth. Likewise, 
from your faithful and consistent years of demonstrating His love for your col-
lege, it produces in all of us authentic worship to the Lord.
 As a reminder, 2022 CBC Day is Sunday, Sept. 11. Even though many churches 
have committed to participate in CBC Day and to pray for the students, faculty, 
staff and incredible alumni on this day, there is still time to sign up. To register, 
please visit cbc.edu/alumni_friends/cbc_day. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to call, text or email me at (501) 269-6784 or dguyton@cbc.edu.
 To better accommodate your schedule, we are also available to share on a 
Sunday night or during a mid-week service. We gladly welcome invitations to 
share at other ministerial events and BMA of Arkansas events such as WMA 
and Brotherhood meetings.
 CBC Day contributions will benefit the CBC Annual Fund that supports, 
among other things, the ministry tuition grant, academic and performance schol-
arships, spiritual life programs and the development of new academic programs. 
We are humbly asking you to set aside Sept. 11 (or another day this fall or even 
a day in the spring) to devote a specific part of the morning worship service to a 
special called time of prayer for CBC, taking a one-time offering for our annual 
fund program, “Gifts that Transform,” and/or making a pledge to give additional 
offerings over the 12 months to follow.
 God’s Word edifies us in II Cor. 9:15, “thanks be to God for His inexpressible 
gift.” We must rest in knowing that the Heavenly Father’s grace, mercy and 
provisions are indescribable and beyond description. As George Muller stated, 
“The Christian should never worry about tomorrow or give sparingly because 
of a possible future need; only the present moment is ours to serve the Lord.” 
Thank you for your willingness to participate in CBC Day on Sept. 11. We are 
grateful for you!

True “Thanksgiving to God”
(II Cor. 9:11)

Middleton. “She’s been involved in the 
program first after she transferred in 
from Oregon, then playing for two 
years and serving as a student assistant 
for the last two.”
 Carrier graduated from CBC in 
May 2022 with a degree in education. 
She came to CBC in the fall of 2019 
after transferring from Lane College 
in her home state of Oregon. In two 
seasons in a Mustang uniform, she 
played in 57 games and averaged 10 
points, 5.4 rebounds and 1.1 steals 
per game on 49% shooting and 72% 
from the free throw line, corralling 
four double-doubles during her time 
in a CBC uniform. She posted career 

highs of 22 points and 13 rebounds 
as a senior and was a key contributor 
on a team that went 15-14 and nearly 
upset top-seeded Lyon in the open-
ing round of the American Midwest 
Conference tournament.
 “I’m excited to come on staff,” said 
Carrier. “I moved to Conway five years 
ago not knowing anything and slowly 
adopted CBC as my home. Now I get 
to be a part of the program that im-
pacted my life! In the two years I got 
to play at CBC, we made big things 
happen and now I hope to do the 
same from the coaching perspective. 
I love CBC dearly and am thrilled to 
be back in a new position!”

https://www.cbc.edu/alumni_friends/cbc_day
mailto:dguyton@cbc.edu
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Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

Moving Beyond
The Status Quo
 What is your church’s goal and vi-
sion? How will you measure success?
 Here is something to think about 
when it comes to goals: “Write the goal 
in concrete and the plan in sand!” The 
status quo is defined as “the existing state 
of affairs.” It usually has a proverbial 
yawn included when spoken because 
it is just how things are. Unfortunately, 
it describes a pattern of simply going 
through the motions while seemingly 
being unconcerned about your present 
circumstances. It carries with it some 
of the Laodicean position of being 
lukewarm — neither hot (on fire) or 
cold. Has your church succumbed to 
just going through the motions?
 Having church is important, but 
it cannot be allowed to replace being 
the church. Has your church become 
a spectator sport where the 95% who 
desperately need exercise watch the 
5% who desperately need a break? 
Everyone on the team (your people) 
should be contributing to the team. I 
Corinthians 12:7 states, “A spiritual 
gift is given to each of us as a means 
of helping the entire church.” That gift 
should never become inwardly focused 
(only for the members) but should be 
outwardly focused as the body lives on 
mission. Galatians 6:10 says, “There-
fore, as we have opportunity, we must 
work for the good of all…” (HCSB).
 There is a diligence in Galatians 6 
of being active, effective and dedicated 
to the task. There is no status quo in 
this charge. This is a call to exert great 
effort in taking advantage of every 
opportunity to sow acts of kindness 
for God’s glory. James 4:17 declares 
that when we know to do good and 
do not act upon it, it is sin. Paul says, 
“we must work for the good.” How are 
you and your church expressing God’s 
goodness in words and actions?
 Then Paul says “for the good of all.” 
This describes activity that is unquali-
fied and unrestricted. Loving concern 
will do more to win a person to Christ 

than the most carefully developed and 
delivered argument. 
 How do you make the necessary 
changes to not be controlled by the 
status quo? Begin in humble prayer and 
consider a season of fasting for God’s 
direction because fasting expresses our 
longing for all the implications of Jesus’ 
power in the present moment that are 
not being fully realized. Do you want 
to see people saved? Do you want to 
see lives transformed? Do you want to 
see marriages restored, the repentance 
of sin and a return to biblical standards? 
Then consider fasting because over 85% 
of the time when Jesus mentions prayer 
He also mentions fasting. Maybe “this 
kind” (status quo) will only come about 
through prayer and fasting.
 Fasting is a Biblical discipline with a 
positive expression of longing and pas-
sion in your heart. It includes a negative 
side — the exposing of the sin of your 
heart. A member of our church offered 
this acrostic of fasting in a recent bible 
study: FAST — Father God, Align me, 
Still me, Teach me! Fasting can quiet 
us and usher us, in a very special way, 
into His presence. Psalm 35:13 says, 
“Yet when they were sick, my clothing was 
sackcloth; I humbled myself with fasting 
and my prayer was genuine” (CSB). Fast-
ing allows us to say “no” to the many 
things that are always striving for our 
attention and control.
 In Presence Centered Church, Bill El-
liff adds this on fasting: “You experience 
an amazing quiet when the voices that 
pull you in multiple directions are starved 
and silenced.” An extended time (day 
or more) of prayer along with fasting 
enables us to give Him (and only Him) 
our attention. Jesus did not say “if ” you 
fast, but “when” you fast. This intentional 
focused time reminds you that your per-
spective is limited, and you desperately 
need to hear from Him. Fasting settles 
you into focusing on Him, pursuing 
Him and desiring what He desires more 
than what you desire. Fasting can break 

through the stronghold of the status quo 
in your life.
 Now that you have prayed and fast-
ed for God to break you free from the 
status quo, here are some other steps 
to consider. Because I love acrostics, 
here is one for CHANGES — Cast a 
vision, Have an end in mind, Advance 
strategically, Negotiate the problems, 
Get the congregation on board, El-
evate progress and Show the results.
 The leader must be the one to begin 
the change needed in His own heart 
and then in the church. You want the 
congregation to be on the ship with 
you, not waving goodbye from the pier. 
The turbulence of breaking free from 
the status quo is unavoidable because 
many will resist change.
 Vision does not die in its discovery 
and birth but can easily die in its trans-
mission to the congregation or in its 
implementation. There will be questions. 
Are you ready to answer them? There will 
be apathy. Are you ready to challenge 
them? There may even be some arro-
gance and pride. Are you ready to seek 
humility and brokenness? There may be 
distrust and skepticism. Are you ready 
to step out in faith with courage and be 
obedient to the changes God has clearly 
spoken to you about? One leader said, “A 
leader must begin the ripple (or change); 
but unless the people participate, it will 
never reach the shore.” 
 When challenging the status quo, 
you must be careful to not be so fo-
cused on what you do not have that 
you neglect to consider the value and 
blessing of what you do have. You 
must learn to balance what you want 
now against what you hope to have in 
the future. Changing the status quo 
requires resilience, perseverance and 
patience while remaining sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit’s promptings!

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 I am sure you have heard the question: “Why do bad things happen to good 
people?” You may have asked that question yourself. I was just thinking about 
a couple of people in the Bible who found themselves in bad positions, yet in 
each of those situations, good came from the bad.
 I will certainly not tell you anything you do not already know. However, I 
would like to remind you of truths you already know.
 Joseph — Remember the young son of Jacob whose jealous brothers sold him 
to a caravan and, showing their father Joseph’s bloody coat, convinced Jacob that 
his son was dead? Joseph was then sold again to become a slave and later found 
himself as a servant to Potiphar, ruler of Egypt. Because of Joseph’s competence, 
Potiphar made him a personal steward, giving him great responsibility.
 Potiphar’s wife lusted for Joseph, and when he rejected her advances, she ac-
cused him of sexual assault and convinced her husband that Joseph was guilty. 
She was lying, of course! Even though Joseph was a godly man whose trust was 
in the One True God, that didn’t keep him from bad circumstances because 
Potiphar angrily placed him in prison.
 Later, Potiphar experienced a series of troubling dreams. On the advice of an-
other person, He summoned Joseph to interpret the dreams and that resulted in the 
pleasing of Potiphar and the promotion of Joseph to be in charge of all of Egypt. 
That opened the opportunity for Joseph to reunite with his father and brothers.
 So how did that work out for this godly man in a pagan land? It concluded 
years later with that family becoming Israel, the beginning of a lineage that 
centuries later would bring about the birth of Israel’s Messiah — Jesus Christ!
 Here is what Joseph said about the long, drawn-out experience as he explained 
it to his brothers: “But as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, in order as it is this day, to save many people alive” (Gen. 50:20 NKJV).
 Naomi — The Book of Ruth is one of my favorites. It focuses on the lives of 
two women: Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth. 
 Naomi and her husband, Elimelech, dwelt in Bethlehem, but famine drove 
them to move to Moab, along with their sons, Mahlon and Killion. A bad situ-
ation had caused these Ephrathites to relocate to a Gentile town.
 Naomi’s sons married Moabitess women, Orpah and Ruth. Later, all three of 
the men died, so when Naomi learned that the famine had ended in Bethlehem, 
she and her daughters-in-law headed back to her hometown. Things were bad 
for Naomi, and she encouraged her daughters-in-law to return to their home. 
Orpah did, but Ruth pledged herself to remain with Naomi.
 Upon arriving in Bethlehem, Naomi received a warm welcome from the other 
women of the small town, but her attitude was not good. She felt her bad situation 
was no better, and it could likely get worse. “Don’t call me Naomi (which meant “pleas-
ant”) she told them, ‘Call me Mara (bitter), because the Almighty has made my life very 
bitter. I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? 
The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty as brought misfortune upon me” (Ruth 1:20-21). 
One might ask, “Why did God let bad things happen to this Jewish woman?”
 Ruth was determined to provide for herself and for Naomi, so she went to 
work gleaning barley in the fields of a cousin of Elimelech whose name was 
Boaz. The man fell in love with Ruth, and they were soon married since he was 
near kin to Elimelech. Naomi’s situation was changing! The couple had a son, 
placed him in Naomi’s lap and she named him Obed.
 Obed became the father of Jesse and Jesse became the father of David, who 
became king of Israel. David’s lineage continued and resulted in a young woman 
having a son. That woman was Mary and she and her espoused husband, Joseph 
named the son Jesus. Why? Because He would save His people from their sins.

Good Can Come
From Bad Situations

See GOOD, Page 5

HOMECOMINGSHOMECOMINGS
 181st Homecoming, Macedo-
nia, Jonesboro, Aug. 21; 11 a.m. 
worship; Noon, lunch; message, 
Don Seat, pastor.
 Faustina, Harrell, Aug. 28; 10 
a.m. Sunday School; 11 a.m. wor-
ship (Russ Hopper); potluck lunch 
to follow. Gene Boyette, pastor.

will be a huge blessing to those who are 
able to attend. There will be four speak-
ers and two blocks of time available to 
attend on Thursday afternoon. All our 
speakers have valuable experience that 
will prove helpful and encouraging, each 
with a different focus on healthy local 
churches. Stay tuned for more details in 
the coming weeks!
 I pray you can catch the excitement 
I have caught for the potential that the 
BMA of Arkansas has if our churches 
focus on being healthy. Please be in 
prayer for our two days of meetings — 
that they are, first, glorifying to God; but 
second, that we get excited for what God 
might do with churches seeking to be 
healthy, working together for His glory!

MEETING
(Continued From Page 1)
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Trumpet Notes
By Executive Editor Jeff Herring

Marijuana Amendment on Ballot 
While Lawsuit Progresses
 On Aug. 10, the Arkansas Supreme 
Court ordered the Secretary of State 
to certify an amendment legalizing 
marijuana for the November ballot 
while a lawsuit over the amendment 
plays out in court.
 On Aug. 3, the State Board of Elec-
tion Commissioners unanimously voted 
not to certify the “Adult Use Cannabis 
Amendment” for the ballot after deter-
mining that the measure’s ballot title 
was insufficient. The ballot title provides 
an explanation of the amendment, and 
it is the primary tool that helps voters 
understand a ballot measure.
 The following day, attorneys for 
Responsible Growth Arkansas — the 
group backing the amendment — filed 
a lawsuit against the Arkansas Secre-
tary of State arguing that the proposal 
to legalize marijuana should appear 
on the November ballot. The group 
asked the Arkansas Supreme Court 
to expedite the case, because Aug. 25 
is the deadline for the state to certify 
ballot proposals ahead of the election.
 The Arkansas Supreme Court 
granted the motion to expedite the 
case and issued a preliminary injunc-
tion instructing the Secretary of State 
to conditionally certify the marijuana 
amendment for the ballot, pending the 
court’s decision in the case. That means 
if the Arkansas Supreme Court rules 
against Responsible Growth Arkansas, 
the measure will still appear on the 
ballot, but votes cast for or against the 
amendment will not be counted. The 
court’s order indicates that the lawsuit 
will be resolved sometime in September.
 The proposed amendment would 
let medical marijuana cultivators 
and stores grow and sell recreational 
marijuana in Arkansas, and it would let 
people 21 and older buy, possess and 
use marijuana. The measure repeals, 
replaces and rewrites several parts of 
Arkansas’ medical marijuana amend-
ment, and it adds new language to 
other parts of the Arkansas Constitu-
tion. (familycouncil.org)

Arkansas Looks to Expand
Services for Women and Children
 Now that abortion in Arkansas is 
prohibited except to save the life of the 
mother, Arkansas is looking at ways to 
expand services for children and preg-
nant women. On Aug. 9, Governor Asa 
Hutchinson held a press conference, 
where he outlined plans for providing 
resources to women who otherwise 
might be at risk for seeking an abortion.
 The plans include expanding home 
visitations and intensive care coordina-
tion services for high-risk pregnancies 
and for children after birth, expand-
ing Medicaid coverage for pregnant 
women up to 212% of the federal 
poverty level, increased funding for 
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foster care and a hotline for informa-
tion on pregnancy, parenting resources 
and charitable organizations that focus 
on pregnancy resources: (855) ARK-
MOMS (275-6667).
 The governor indicated that these 
services could come online in January. 
The State of Arkansas also is accept-
ing grant applications from pregnancy 
help organizations that assist pregnant 
women. The state is set to award $1 
million to these organizations in the 
coming months.
 The governor stated the goal of the 
Department of Health’s proposals is to 
reach more women to take advantage 
of existing home visiting programs and 
partners through expanded outreach. 
They also want to increase training 
for the home visitors, which would 
give participating families increased 
support. (familycouncil.org)

Vaping Increases
Risk of Marijuana Use
 A new study published in JAMA 
Network Open found that kids who vape 
with e-cigarettes face an increased risk of 
marijuana use down the road. The study 
examined e-cigarette and marijuana use 
among 9,828 adolescents from 2017 to 
2019. Researchers found that youths 
who used electronic cigarettes but not 
marijuana were three times more likely to 
report they had started using marijuana 
a year later compared with youths who 
did not use e-cigarettes.
 Vaping has increased among young 
people in recent years. The Centers 
for Disease Control has found ap-
proximately one in nine high school 
students report that they have vaped 
within the past 30 days. If e-cigarettes 
lead to marijuana use among adoles-
cents, then that is deeply concerning.
 A growing body of research shows 
marijuana can have damaging effects 
on adolescent brains — including a 
permanent loss in IQ, difficulty think-
ing and problem-solving, reduced 
coordination and increased risk of 
psychosis. All of this underscores what 
we have said for years: Marijuana may 
be many things, but “harmless” simply 
is not one of them. (familycouncil.org)

SBC Leaders Respond
To DOJ Investigation
 The Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) Executive Committee has 
been informed that the United States 
Department of Justice has initiated an 
investigation into the SBC that will 
include “multiple SBC entities,” accord-
ing to an Aug. 12 statement from all 
SBC entity leaders and SBC President 
Bart Barber. “Individually and collec-
tively, each SBC entity is resolved to 
fully and completely cooperate with 
the investigation,” the statement said.
 The announcement comes two 
months after messengers to the SBC 

See NOTES, Page 5

Annual Meeting in Anaheim passed a 
resolution On Lament and Repentance 
for Sexual Abuse. Southern Baptists 
also voted overwhelmingly to adopt 
a report that approved recommenda-
tions toward addressing and preventing 
sexual abuse in the Convention.
 The SBC spent nearly $2 mil-
lion on an independent investigation 
conducted by Guidepost Solutions, 
which submitted its report in May. 
Send Relief, the compassion minis-
try of the SBC, has committed $4 
million for the implementation of 
messenger-approved actions and to 
support survivors of sexual abuse.
 In the statement, SBC leaders 
say they will comply with the DOJ’s 
request. They asked for prayer and 
for God’s wisdom as they proceed. 
(baptistpress.com)

Weapons Used in Destruction Of 
Second Temple Discovered
 Antiquity experts in Israel say they 
have found archaeological evidence of 
the destruction of the Second Temple 
as prophesied by Jesus in the New Tes-
tament. The Israel Antiquities Author-
ity (IAA), which is the governmental 
authority responsible for excavation 
and conservation in the Holy Land, 
announced the discovery of stones be-
lieved to have been used as projectiles 
to bring down the walls of Jerusalem 
during the siege in 70 A.D. 
 Based on findings from a 2,000-year-
old battleground uncovered in the Rus-
sian Compound, one of the city’s oldest 
districts, IAA archaeologist Kfir Arbiv 
used computerized ballistic calcula-
tions to recreate the ancient battle. So 
far, the dig has uncovered hundreds of 
ballista stones of various sizes that were 
launched from what Arbiv described as 
“sophisticated bolt-throwing machines” 
from distances as far as more than 400 
yards. Smaller stones used by infantry 
and catapult machines were also among 
the Roman arsenal exposed to date, 
according to Arbiv. Spears, swords and 
arrowheads — some heavy enough to 
pierce armor — were also retrieved in the 
excavations. The stones are believed to 
have been used in the violent four-month 
siege that led to the Temple’s destruction 
and the eventual fall of Jerusalem.
 The Second Temple period spanned 
from 516 B.C. and 70 A.D., when, in 
a historic battle, the Roman army led 
by General Titus captured the Holy 
City and destroyed the temple follow-
ing a four-month effort to suppress a 
revolt by the Jewish people that had 
begun four years earlier.
 Jesus foretold the destruction of 
the Second Temple in the Gospels 
of Matthew, Mark and Luke. The 
Scriptures record a conversation as 
Jesus was leaving the temple, when 
His disciples “came up to him to call 
his attention to its buildings.” Jesus’ 
response in Matt. 24:2 (NIV) reads: 
“Do you see all these things? ... Truly I 
tell you, not one stone here will be left on 
another; every one will be thrown down.”
 Eli Eskosido, director of IAA, said 
the stones and other physical evidence 
that were used by the Roman army 

“reflect the extremely harsh battles 
that eventually led to the destruction 
of the Second Temple.” 
 The findings were released to co-
incide with the fast of the 9th of Av 
(Tisha B’Av), which commemorates 
the day of the destruction of the Second 
Temple. In addition to earlier findings 
of arrowheads and stone ballista balls on 
the main street that led to the Temple, 
other artifacts from the Second Temple 
period have also been recovered in recent 
years, including a 2,000-year-old Jewish 
ritual bath, and a road running from the 
city’s gates and the Pool of Siloam to the 
Temple, where Jesus is believed to have 
walked. (christianpost.com)

Safe Haven Baby Boxes Are
Saving More Babies from Abortion
 The US has experienced a boost 
in the use of ‘safe haven baby boxes.’ 
Known as ‘baby boxes’ for babies to be 
anonymously dropped off for adoption. 
More than 12 states have passed laws 
permitting their use in the US. Baby 
boxes have been promoted by certain 
sections of the pro-life movement in 
the US, the majority of which are in 
Indiana, where the movement was 
started by Monica Kelsey, who dis-
covered that she had been abandoned 
two hours after she had been born.
 The baby boxes provide a safe loca-
tion where a parent giving up their baby 
for adoption pulls open a metal bin 
containing a temperature-controlled 
bassinet. Once shut, the box locks and 
an alarm is triggered to alert staff. Babies 
typically spend less than two minutes 
in the drop boxes before being rescued.
 While the boxes have existed in 
Indiana for a number of years, a box at a 
fire station in Carmel has received three 
babies this year after being unused for 

three years previously. Over the sum-
mer, three more babies have been left 
at drop boxes elsewhere in the state.
 Kelsey started the Safe Haven move-
ment, which promotes the use of these 
boxes. She is lobbying for the boxes to 
be introduced across the country and 
expects they will be installed in all 50 
states within five years. (lifenews.com)
Canadian Doctors are Killing
Disabled Patients to Cut Costs
 Doctors in Canada are reportedly 
killing disabled patients to cut costs. 
The accusation is not surprising given 
that Canada recently reported more 
than 10,000 people killed in eutha-
nasia deaths for the first time in the 
country’s history.
 Alan Nichols had a history of 
depression and other medical issues, 
but none were life-threatening. When 
the 61-year-old Canadian was hos-
pitalized in June 2019 over fears he 
might be suicidal, he asked his brother 
to “bust him out” as soon as possible. 
Within a month, Nichols submitted 
a request to be euthanized and he was 
killed, despite concerns raised by his 
family and a nurse practitioner. His 
application for euthanasia listed only 
one health condition as the reason for 
his request to die: hearing loss.
 Nichols’ family reported the case to 
police and health authorities, arguing 
that he lacked the capacity to under-
stand the process and was not suffering 
unbearably — among the requirements 
for euthanasia. They say he was not tak-
ing needed medication, wasn’t using the 
cochlear implant that helped him hear, 
and that hospital staffers improperly 
helped him request euthanasia.
 Disability experts say the story is not 
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DeathsDeaths
 Judith Lynn Branson Holcomb, 
61 of Sheridan, passed away Aug. 
11. She was a member of Immanuel 
Baptist Church.
 Frances Janice Flory, 88 of Cabot, 
passed away July 31. She was a member 
of Charity Baptist Church in Ward.
 Richard Henry Tanner, Sr., 76 of 
Cabot, passed away July 16. He was a 
deacon at Charity Baptist Church in 
Ward.

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Celebration, Haskell added one 
by baptism and two by statement; Al-
lan Eakin, pastor.
 Centerpoint, Nashville gained 
one by baptism; Jaron Tipton, pastor.
 Church at Willow Beach, No. 
Little Rock reports one by baptism; 

RevivalsRevivals
 Dickinson, Harrell, Aug. 22-24; 
6:30 p.m.; John Fulton, evangelist; 
Phillip Reddin, pastor.
 New Liberty, Emmet, Aug. 
22-26; 7:30 pm; Dr. Neal Clark 
evangelist; Billy Compton, pastor.
 Faustina, Harrell, Aug. 29-31; 
7 p.m.; Jim Moss, evangelist; Gene 
Boyette, pastor.
 Flat Rock, Quitman, Aug. 29-
Sep. 3; 6:30 p.m. nightly; Myle 
Evans, evangelist/pastor.
 Macedonia, Jonesboro, Aug. 
29-31; 7:30 p.m.; Mon., Larry Mer-
rill; Tues., Gary Gibson; Wed., Don 
Howard; Don Seat, pastor.
 Fourth Street, West Helena, 
Sep. 18-21; 5 p.m. Sunday, 6:30 
p.m. Mon.-Wed.; Luke Watson, 
evangelist; Lance Madden, pastor.
 Liberty, Stamps, Sep. 19-22; 
7 p.m. nightly; Roger Copeland, 
evangelist; Adam Rogers, pastor.
 Antioch, Hampton, Oct. 16-19, 
7 p.m.; Jim Moss, evangelist.
 Cross Roads, Warren, Oct. 
17-19, 7 p.m.; Richard Gambill, 
evangelist; Sidney McGraw, pastor.

 Carol Evelyn Porter Shine, 75 of 
Jacksonville, Texas passed away on 
Aug. 14. She was a member of En-
terprise Baptist Church in Jackson-
ville, Texas where her husband of 58 
years, BMA pastor and former BMA 
Seminary Professor James ( Jim) Shine 
is pastor. Her husband also pastored 
White Hall, McCrory, Ark. and other 
churches in Texas, including: Mixon, 
Troup; College Heights, Nacogdo-
ches; and First, New Summerfield.
 In 2016, she retired after 30 years 
of service at the BMA Theological 
Seminary (BMATS), 15 of those as 
assistant to President Dr. Charley 
Holmes. She was also a Sunday School 
teacher, GMA Counselor, Bible Study 
teacher and friend in many churches 
and communities in Arkansas, Mis-
souri and Texas.
 Other survivors include: two 
daughters, Kelly (Brian) Mullins and 
Keri (Richard) Southern; a sister Chris 
(Vance) Duke; and four grandsons.
 Services will be held in the Dorman 
Memorial Chapel at BMA Seminary 
in Jacksonville, Texas on Saturday, Aug. 
20, at 10 a.m. under the direction of 
Autry Funeral Home. The officiants 
will be Dr. Charley Holmes and Larry 
Barker.  Graveside services will follow 
at Still Waters Memorial Gardens. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be sent 
to BMA Seminary, 1530 E Pine St., 
Jacksonville, Texas 75766.

Shine, of BMATS, 
Passes Away

 Lucille “Ms. E.” Edwards, 83 of 
Jacksonville, Texas passed away Aug. 12. 
She was the widow of the late Mart Ed-
wards, who pastored churches in Texas, 
including Travis Street Baptist Church 
at Jacksonville and his last pastorate, 
Frankston Baptist Church at Frankston. 
 She was lovingly known as “Ms. E” 
during her 20+ years of teaching. She 
was a member of Friendship Baptist 
Church for many years.
 Survivors include: four daughters, 
Renessa Parsley, Sharon Loftin, Mar-
leen Edwards and Darleen Edwards; a 
sister, Idamae Patterson; four grand-
children; and five great-grandchildren.
 A graveside service was held Aug. 
15 at Corine Cemetery with Larry 
Smith and Dale Patterson officiat-
ing. Arrangements by Autry Funeral 
Home (autryfuneralhome.com).

Widow of Texas 
Minister Dies

 Jack Dempsey Bloxom, 90 of 
Conway, passed away Aug. 14. After 
surrendering to the gospel ministry 
as a high school student, he attended 
Jacksonville Baptist College, where he 
met and later married the late Mary 
Jane ( Janie) Strong in 1953.
 He served as a pastor of churches 
in both Arkansas and Texas for the 
majority of six decades, including 
Central at Conway and Pleasant Valley 
at Wooster. He also enjoyed years of 
service with Dale Carnegie, organizing 
and teaching classes. He later worked 
for Citizens Fidelity Insurance associ-
ated with Roller Funeral Homes, until 
he retired at the age of 83.
 Survivors include two sons: Andy 
(Glenda) of Benton; Clay (Cindy) of 
Merritt Island, Fla.; five grandchil-
dren; and seven great-grandchildren.
 A brief service will be conducted 
by Jimmy Henry at the Gazebo at 
Pinecrest Memorial Park at 1 p.m. 
on Aug. 19, followed by interment. 
Arrangements are under the direc-
tion of Roller Alcoa Funeral Home 
(rollerfuneralhomes.com). In lieu of 
flowers, the family suggests a memorial 
gift to the Maggie Chandler Endowed 
Scholarship Fund at Central Baptist 
College, 1501 College Avenue, Con-
way, Ark. 72034.

Retired BMA 
Pastor Dies

 This all began centuries earlier 
when a band of jealous brothers sold 
their brother to a caravan. They meant 
it for evil, but God had a plan — and 
through Joseph, Naomi, Ruth, Boaz 
and David that plan was fulfilled on 
the cross of Calvary. There, though the 
Romans and Jews meant it for evil, 
God meant it for good… our good!
 Why does God allow bad things to 
happen to good people? Because He 
knows the end from the beginning. No 

GOOD
(Continued From Page 3)

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Greenbrier Men’s Fellowship, 
Aug. 20, 8 a.m.; Bethlehem, Green-
brier. Contact Reed Rust @ (501) 
730-2524.
 Mt. Vernon Youth in the Har-
vest, Aug. 22, 6:30 p.m.; Fourth 
St., West Helena.
 Mount Calvary — Sept. 8, 7 
p.m.; Letona, Letona; Bill Goodwin.
 BMA of the Ozarks — Sept. 
9, 2 p.m., meeting; 5 p.m., dinner; 
worship following dinner; Spring-
dale, Springdale; Wes Hulvey.
 North Arkansas – Sept. 10, 
9:30 a.m.; Pleasant Grove, An-
nieville; Bill Teague.
 Mt. Vernon — Sept. 10, 10 a.m.; 
Rondo, Lexa; Marty Cantwell.
 United — Sept. 10, 10 a.m.; 
Denver Street, Greenwood; Der-
rick Bremer.
 Mt. Vernon Dist. Brother-
hood, Sept. 12, 6:30 p.m.; Central, 
Hughes.
 Central Arkansas — Sept. 22, 
10 a.m.; El Faro, Little Rock; Gary 
Lambright.
 South Arkansas — Sept. 23, 7 
p.m.; Blanchard Springs, Junction 
City; Mike Senn.
 Columbia — Sept. 25, 5 p.m.; 
Macedonia, Magnolia; Paul Bullock.
 Clark — Sept. 27, 7 p.m.; New 
Caney, Gurdon; Kenneth Anderson.
 Union — Oct. 2, 3:30 p.m., 
meeting; 6 p.m., worship service; 
Riverside, Fulton; Larry Byers.
 Central Ark. WMA, Oct. 8, 10 
a.m.; South City, Little Rock.
 Greenbrier — Oct. 9, 3:30 p.m., 
Missionary Committee; 4 p.m., 
general session; 6 p.m., message; 
First, Damascus; Danny Paul.
 Harmony — Oct. 9, 6 p.m.; 
Spring Lake, Texarkana; Don Em-
bry.
 Central Ark. Dist. Brother-
hood, Oct. 10, 6:30 p.m.; Village 
Creek, Mabelvale.
 Judson — Oct. 15, 9 a.m.; 
Bethel #1, Rison; Rick Bolin.
 Jonesboro — Oct. 15, 10 a.m.; 
Prospect, Jonesboro; Ken Beaver.
 Arkansas Prairie—Oct. 21-22; 7 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. Saturday; Forks 
of Lague, Dewitt; Robert Wade.
 Howard — Oct. 22, 10 a.m.; 
Centerpoint, Nashville; Chuck Reel.

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 County Line Baptist Church in 
Nashville is seeking a bi-vocational 
pastor. Resumes may be sent to Jack 
Lovelis, County Line Baptist Church, 
196 Hempstead CR 351, Nashville, 
Ark. 71852.
Eastside Baptist Church in Lonoke 
is seeking a pianist/keyboardist for 
Sunday Morning services. For more 
information call (501) 266-0302.
 Fairview Baptist Church in Bly-
theville is seeking a full-time pastor. 
For more information call or text 
Rodney Cooper at 870-278-1797 or 
email at cooperr@manilaschools.org.
 Hillcrest Baptist Church in Tex-
arkana is seeking a bi-vocational music 
director. For more information, contact 
Pastor Kelly Owens at hbctexarkana@
gmail.com.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860.

one likes to have something bad happen 
in his/her life. Although we realize that 
none of us is a Joseph or a Naomi, we 
can rejoice when we submit ourselves 
to the leadership of the Holy Spirit, 
put our trust in the never-failing God 
and depend on Him to bring about the 
good after we have endured the bad.
 “And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his 
purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
 That is what I was just thinking: good 
can come from bad situations — when 
we love God and put our trust in Him!

NOTES
(Continued From Page 4)

unique in Canada, which arguably has 
the world’s most permissive euthanasia 
rules — allowing people with serious 
disabilities to choose to be killed in the 
absence of any other medical issue. The 
report is not surprising given the statis-
tics showing more and more patients 
are killed in Canada as the years go by.
 Health Canada recently released 

report (2021) to the Second Annual 
Report (2020), the report states that 
there were: 10,064 assisted deaths in 
2021 up from 7,603 in 2020; 5,661 in 
2019; 4,480 in 2018; 2,838 in 2017; 
and 1,018 in 2016. The report indicates 
that the number of assisted deaths in-
creased by 32.4%, representing 3.3% 
of all deaths in 2021. (lifenews.com)

Roy Tilley, pastor.
 Fellowship, Walnut Ridge reports 
five by baptism; John Durham, pastor.
 Old Hickory, Hattieville received 
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the Third Annual Report on Medical 
Assistance in Dying in Canada (2021). 
The data is gathered from the reports 
submitted by the medical or nurse 
practitioners who carried out the eu-
thanasia death. There is no requirement 
that a third party or neutral person 
submit the reports to ensure their ac-
curacy. Comparing the Third Annual 

two by baptism and one by letter; Blake 
Martin, pastor.
 Union, Bodcaw welcomed three 
by baptism; Joe Brown, pastor.

https://www.autryfuneralhome.com
http://www.rollerfuneralhomes.com
mailto:cooperr@manilaschools.org
mailto:hbctexarkana@gmail.com
mailto:hbctexarkana@gmail.com
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 In the previous two articles, I 
shared that at the end of the age it’s 
foretold we will face two great spiri-
tual dangers — the Great Apostasy 
and the Great Deception. Both are 
tied with the rise of the Antichrist. 
The apostasy or turning away occurs 
due to the persecution his rise brings. 
Specifically, this is said to be done as 
beheadings. The deception or delusion 
is caused by the miracles and amazing 
works performed by the False Prophet 
on behalf of the Antichrist. These two 
devasting faith challenges will entrap 
many. The fear of gruesome death and 
the stunning intrigue of the wonders 
connected with a possible messiah-
figure Antichrist will be a trap — a 
trap I believe may already be set. 
 If you’ve been tracking through 
my past two series of articles — “The 
Location of the Antichrist” and “Fu-
ture Headlines” — then my next few 
questions may be easy for you. Would 
you think through these factors with 
me and consider the possible end-time 
scenario that is forming?
 • Where is the center stage of the 
end times events? It’s Jerusalem, Israel 
and Israel’s neighbors. In other words, 
it’s the Middle East. 
 • Where does the biblical evidence 
of the origin of the Antichrist, such 
as Magog, the north, Javan and oth-
ers point to his empire rise from? The 
evidence seems to all point to modern-
day Turkey.
 •What empire does Rev. 17:9-11 
point to coming back as the final 
empire of the Antichrist? The Ot-
toman Empire or Islamic Caliphate 
ruled from Turkey. 
 • What type of execution for 
Christians has been characteristic 
of the Islamic Caliphate throughout 
history? Beheadings.
 You see where I’m going, don’t 
you? If we add this up, the biblical 

The Great Deception
Trap is Set

evidence seems to strongly point to 
the Antichrist being the leader of a 
revived Ottoman Empire or Islamic 
Caliphate. Therefore, what is likely to 
be the religion of the Antichrist and 
False Prophet? There’s no doubt it 
will be Islam. There isn’t a distinction 
between the Ottoman Empire apart 
from Islam. Its leader is seen as not just 
a political leader, but a religious one as 
well. Therefore, I believe it’s very likely 
that the religion of the Antichrist and 
False Prophet will be Islam.
 Most prophecy teachers over the 
past several decades have taught that 
a one-world religion would rise in 
the end times. They present the idea 
that with the rise of the Antichrist 
the world would become engulfed in 
a new singular religion. This is nearly 
impossible. Christianity is the largest 
religion on the globe today, and it has 
been spreading for 2,000 years. Islam 
is number two and it’s been spreading 
for 1,400 years. The idea that a brand-
new religion could appear in 3.5 or 7 
years seems crazy to me.
 We can’t find that the religion of 
the Antichrist will be Islam anywhere 
in Scripture, and assuming things is 
usually dangerous ground, but I believe 
the evidence points to this possibil-
ity. And because of the danger such a 
reality would bring, it’s important we 
consider the possibility. 
 If this is the case, the trap of the 
Great Apostasy and Great Deception 
has been set. It was set in 610 AD and 
currently has 24% of the world’s popu-
lation ensnared. The Pew Research 
Center forecasts that by 2050 AD, 
Islam will catch and surpass Christi-
anity as the world’s largest religion. 
 When projecting an end time sce-
nario, it seems easier to propose wild 
grandiose ideas, but the end of the age 
will happen on the same earth where we 
live now. The actual end of the age will 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless
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be rooted in the world as we know it. The 
idea of the Antichrist or False Prophet 
starting a brand-new religion — it’s 
hard to conceive what that would look 
like, but we know what a steamrolling 
Islamic Caliphate could look like. We 
know how people are deceived into 
Islam. We know the oppression within 
Islam. We know the persecution Islam 
can bring to this world. We’ve seen the 
news footage of beheadings.
 For this reason, I believe it’s impor-
tant to consider Islam being the religion 
of the Antichrist and his coalition of 
nations. If the False Prophet’s miracles 
are performed on behalf of Islam, this 
should become even more concerning 
when the Islamic end time’s view is 
considered. The Islamic end-time view 
is the exact opposite of the Christian 
view. The description of their Mes-
siah matches our description of the 
Antichrist. The description of their 
Jesus who returns is identical to our 
description of the False Prophet. The 
description of their Dajjal (Antichrist) 
is identical to our description of Jesus.
 I will dive into this more in my 
next article, but you can begin to see 
that this twist would greatly intensify 
the Great Deception.
 Jake is the newest Arkansas state 
missionary and would love to share 
about the work in Northwest Arkansas 
and encourage your church to stand firm. 
Contact him at standfirmministries.com.

See SPOTLIGHT, Page 8
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Praises

 • The Extreme Tour was a success — We were able to impact over 500 people 
throughout the process and saw our team grow in ministry gifts, including lead-
ership. 
 • Worshipping together weekly —We have been meeting for over a month 
for worship and have been working through Galatians.
 • Youth group launched — Isaiah is leading a youth group equipped to 
minister to kids from grades 3-8. We have regular visitors and attendees.
 • Baby Eden was born — Eden Elizabeth Strong was 
born July 12. She was 18.5 inches long and weighed 6 
lbs. 11 oz.
 • Open doors with children — Two neighborhood 
children we have been working with for many years who 
were not open to the gospel are now open to it and one is 
embracing it! God has also opened the door to use Laura’s 
gift of speaking Spanish to minister to a household next 
door. We will begin formal Bible studies with four of the 
kids soon.
 • Discipleship Training multiplying — Isaiah and Mike are working with 
several people on a Discovery Bible Study through Scripture called The Story 
of Hope. This is the evangelistic tool the BMA trained them on and gave them 
access to through Good Soil.
 • Baptism discussions — We have had multiple people say they have put 
their trust in Jesus Christ. As a result, we have held baptism and membership 
discussions to work through their history in church, the gospel message and what 
they believe and a biblical view of baptism and membership. We look forward 
to sharing what happens next in the next newsletter.
 • Improvements to our outreach — We are committed to working on our 
outreach practices including visitations, follow-ups with our contacts and fine-
tuning how we reach our community.
 • New website — www.FMBCTwinCities.com

Prayer Requests
 • Fruit that remains — We are asking God to help us work alongside Him in 
His garden to see each person we work with bear spiritual fruit. Many of our people 
are exhibiting the presence of God at work in their life in character growth and 
increased knowledge. Some are beginning to understand the role of stewardship 
in the Christian life. We praise God for what He has done, seek His direction for 
what we should be doing, and ask Him to bring about even more!
 • Supernatural provision — God has been taking care of our needs. We praise 
Him for His provision, and we are asking for people with ministry gifts to join 
us in the work to make disciples here. We are also asking God to activate all of 
our people to see how valuable it is to use what God has given them for the good 
of His kingdom and the way it displays His glory. We have people who desire 
to grow with us today that we are unable to serve the way we would like, so we 
are seeking how to serve them as we wait and asking God to send the help we 
need to invest in these disciples.
 • New prayer service — We are preparing to launch a new prayer service in 
September. We are asking God for laborers to “own” this service and its respon-
sibilities, as well as for His provision for a meeting space. We are asking God to 
give all of our people a desire to participate in the time of corporate prayer as 
we grow in unity and the mind of Christ, seeking His will together.
 Direction — There are many items we are looking at working on or making 

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

  Youthfest (a one day youth 
conference for grade 7-12), Aug. 
27; Central Baptist College; visit 
cbc.edu/youthfest.
 CBC Day 2022, Sept. 11.
 Student Ministry Workers 
Retreat, Sept. 17; Central Baptist 
College, Conway.
 Gospel Singing, Sept. 17, 6 
p.m.; featuring The Kinsmen Quar-
tet; Cross Roads Baptist Church, 
Warren.
 David Markham & Truth In-
fusion, Sept. 18, 10:45 a.m.; pot 
luck and an afternoon of singing 
to follow; Liberty, Stamps.
 re:Charge Leader’s Oasis, 
Sept. 27-29; Hot Springs Hotel, 
Hot Springs.
 Art for Water Gala, Oct. 18; 
5:30 p.m. - Meet and Greet, 6:30 
p.m. -Dinner and Program; Gov-
ernor’s Mansion, Little Rock.
 Lifeword Sunday, Oct. 23.
 BMA of Arkansas, Nov. 3-4; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 National Senior Adult Confer-
ence, Nov. 15-17; Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson.

Bus For Sale
 29 passenger, 2013 Starcraft 
with Ford F-450 chassis; 18,361 
miles; for pricing, contact (318) 
539-2610, (870) 904-2836 or 
fbcspringhill@yahoo.com.

http://www.standfirmministries.com
http://www.FMBCTwinCities.com
http://www.cbc.edu/youthfest
mailto:fbcspringhill@yahoo.com
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BMA of 
Arkansas 

State 
Missions

Good Start
 I am happy to announce that your State Missions has gotten off to a good 
start in 2022. We have been blessed to add three new missionaries this year and 
to witness some of our works growing ever closer to maturity. All the lives that 
are changed, souls that are saved and families spared through the work of your 
missionaries is a direct result of your faithful prayers and generous support of 
State Missions. Again, I encourage you to make a special effort to drop by and 
pay these men a visit. What a wonderful way to encourage them and you might 
even buy them a meal.

Great Meeting 
 On Aug. 1-2, the Advisory Committee and I made our annual fall tour to 
all our current mission locations. We were uplifted and encouraged as we heard 
report after report of how God is blessing your efforts through State Missions. 
We even heard of one of our newer ones having plans to organize sometime 
next summer! Praise the Lord!

Pay It Forward
 While the time for our Special Emphasis officially came to an end on July 
31, we want to take a moment to thank those who have given and want others 
to know that anytime is a good time to take up an offering for the purpose of 
saving lost souls.
 I am also looking forward to making many of the local associational meetings 
this year. Please be understanding as several meet on the same day. We will do 
our best to get to as many as possible.

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, 
“In the prayer meeting last Friday, 
Jose David, a young man of about 22 
years, expressed his desire to pray and 
ask God for forgiveness for having 
been away from Him for some time. 
We prayed with him and offered to 
formally study the Bible through dis-
cipleship. We hope God will produce 
the desire in his heart to seriously study 
His Word.
 “We concluded our series of studies 
in Proverbs on Sunday with the study 
of the Virtuous Woman from chapter 
31. We thank God for the book of 
Proverbs that teaches us about wisdom 
applied to our daily lives.
 “We are praying for God’s direction 
regarding the spiritual care of tweens. 
The discipleship material we use is for 
older ages and they need more than 
Sunday meetings. Perhaps the Awana 
program could be the answer, but that 
would require more human resources 
willing to serve. Let us pray for the 
volunteers to serve and all the neces-
sary resources to better attend to the 
needs of pre-adolescents.”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, (8/7) “We had another 
great week at Faith Chapel! We didn’t 
break our attendance record again like 
we had the past two weeks as we had 
several members out, but we did have 

our second-best attendance ever, and 
our best-ever for under 16 years old. 
Praise God, even our return visitors 
are bringing visitors!
 “We met with the Missionary Ad-
visory Committee on Aug 1, and they 
were very supportive. They prayed with 
us and encouraged us. After they made 
their rounds, Bro. Paul let us know 
that they had voted to recommend us 
again. We thank God for that, for those 
men who take their responsibility to 
God and to the BMA of Arkansas so 
seriously and for the kind and loving 
way they go about it.
 “We thank God for you also, each 
and every one of you in the BMA that 
prays for us, supports us and allows us 
to do this with your blessing and sup-
port. It is truly humbling, and we will 
continue to try our best to be faithful 
to our calling where God has placed 
us.
 (8/14) “We had another great 
week at Faith Chapel! For the third 
time in the past four weeks, we set a 
new attendance record, and the week 
we didn’t set a record was our second 
most ever — what a month! We had 
42 Sunday morning and we also had 
a new record for under 16 years of age 
— we had 15. Praise God and thank 
You for bringing them.
 “This is an amazing time for our 
mission. We are growing and need a 
new place to meet, so we are working 
on our plans to move forward with our 

own building on the beautiful piece of 
land we bought last year. We are pray-
ing for the Lord to open the doors He 
wants us to walk through. We know 
He will meet our needs, according to 
His riches in glory, because we are here 
to do His work, not our own.
 “Thank you again for your prayers 
for us, Faith Chapel, Flippin and the 
work that God gave us to do here. 
Please continue because He is hearing 
and answering them.”
 The Table, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “We had our one-year 
anniversary since we started meeting 
at Old Pine Coffee Roasters. We had 
a party that included a sermon from 
Joshua 4 about why we set up remind-
ers to see how God has worked in our 
lives and to give Him praise. We made 
a gift basket for the owner’s family of 
Old Pine. They have been so gracious 
to allow us to use their place rent-free 
and also have given us free coffee, such 
things are unheard of these days.
 “We are working hard at develop-
ing our kid’s ministries alongside of 
Erin and Chris. We will be excited to 
see how the 4–8-year-old class helps 
the kids. Our 9–12-year old’s will be 
sitting in the main service, but we are 
developing a special small group for 
this age group.
 “I finally got back on the bike and 
road 27 miles this week. I plan on get-
ting much more riding in, but I am so 
thankful that I am beginning to feel 
well again. Thanks to everyone who 
has been praying for my health.
 “DeAnna is knitting hats for the 
homeless. If folks have extra yarn or 
would be willing to donate some yarn, 
it would be very helpful.
 “We began posting advertising for 
Tablecon, and already we had a family 
check in on the church. I’m so glad to 
see that more people want to check 
out what God is doing.”
 Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan 
Clay writes, “I hope everyone has been 
blessed or has been a blessing this 
week. We are already thinking ahead 
to Christmas at Faith Journey. We are 
starting to gather items for sending 
out in shoeboxes for The Everlast-
ing Smiles Shoebox Ministry. These 
shoeboxes will be filled with useful 
items, full of love and prayers.
 “We have started doing some one-
on-one discipleship in our ministry, 
and we are being more deliberate about 
growing relationships with individu-
als that are coming into our ministry. 
Please pray that the Lord will send 

people into our presence that are seek-
ing Him and help us make meaningful 
connections.
 “We talked on Deut. 6:4-9, which 
tells us to love the Lord our God with 
all our heart and repeat these things 
to our children. We discussed how we 
should live by example, always teaching 
and showing the love and grace that 
Christ has given to us. We used the 
three A’s as a guide to showing these 
things to our children —Attention, 
Affirmation and Affection. We must 
show up for our children, let them 
know often how proud we are of them 
and show daily affection that meets 
the needs in our children’s hearts.
 “We are helping each other build a 
stronger, closer relationship with our 
Savior and deeper, richer relationships 
in our families. I hope everyone has a 
wonderful week!”
 Misión Gracia Soberana (Sover-
eign Grace), NWA: Roberto Marcel-
letti writes, “We have been reading 
Ezek. 14:1-5. When the elders of Israel 
went before the prophet Ezekiel to ask 
God questions, God knew there were 
idols in their hearts. God created us, 
and He created us to worship Him. 
Human beings are always worshiping 
something or someone; if it is not God 
for which we were made, we will be 
worshiping an idol.
 “I saw it precisely this week as I 
was reading a very recent survey of 
pastors in this country where they 
pointed out which modern idols had 
the greatest influence on congrega-
tions — comfort, 67%; control and 
security, 56%; money, 55%; success, 
49%; social influence, 39%; political 
power, 32%; and romantic love, 14%. 
What controls our hearts is where our 
treasure is — our priorities — and the 
Bible is emphatic in telling us to lay up 
treasures in Heaven (Matt. 6:19-24). 
There are only two kinds of treasures 
— the earthly and the heavenly — 
and the treasure we choose will be 
the one that governs us. In the face 
of this worrying survey, let us preach 
for people to set their sights and look 
for heavenly treasures.
 “This week was very busy. Thank 
God, we were able to make contacts 
and build relationships with the people 
with whom we are working. Tuesday, 
we had a visit to our apartment from 
two women. One was visiting her 
daughter, and we were able to share 
the gospel with her. Thursday, we 

continued to disciple a woman and 
her granddaughter for the third week 
of discipleship, and we are praying for 
her husband. Friday, we continued 
discipling a woman, but that day she 
brought her mother and began the 
discipleship. Saturday, we were invited 
to the apartment of one of the families 
we are discipling, and we met four 
people and shared with them about 
our work in the Northwest area of 
Arkansas and we were able to talk to 
them about the gospel.
 “Sunday, we were visiting the Fel-
lowship Baptist Church in Bella Vista 
during Sunday School and sharing 
the church planting project that we 
are developing. That day, we were 
accompanied by seven people we are 
discipling.”
 Pea Ridge: Jake McCandless 
writes, “This week our Connec-
tion and Launch Group shared our 
‘Kingdom Dreams.’ We were blown 
away to hear we were all being led in 
the same direction — to prepare our 
lives and homes to host friends and 
Bible studies. Things I thought might 
never come to fruition were already in 
motion.
 “We were also offered a meeting 
site in a local nutrition shake shop. The 
ultimate highlight was when a student 
led the kid’s breakout discovery Bible 
study. This same student wasn’t even 
vocal about faith when our group be-
gan last fall.
 “I’m not given much space, but I 
want to trickle out the origin story 
of the Pea Ridge mission. Six years 
ago, my first book (Spiritual Prepper) 
was released. It was written to help 
individuals prepare spiritually for the 
challenges now and in the future. I then 
pitched a follow-up book, Church Prep-
per, about how churches should prepare 
for future challenges. The publisher 
was interested but asked if I had put 
any of these ideas into practice. I was 
busted. It was all theory.
 “Little did I know that a few 
months later I’d be introduced to 
leaders of the Iranian underground 
church. The church in Iran was and 
is the fastest growing church in the 
world. I also became friends with a 
former Voice of the Martyrs team 
member who had founded the Church 
Persecution Preparedness Institute. 
These experiences and others began 
to shape my approach to church. (To 
be continued)”

Paul White
executive Director

arstamis@comcast.net

Donna Webb, Administrative Asst.; (501) 565-4601
E-Mail: bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com

Office Location: 10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, AR 72209  
Mailing Address: PO Box 195514, Little Rock, AR 72219

www.bmaARmissions.com
Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, The Table, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Bryan Clay, Faith Journey, Benton; (501) 522-0079
Roberto Marcelletti, Misión Gracia Soberana, NW Ark.; (936) 202-7988

Jake McCandless, Pea Ridge; (501) 472-9079

Check Out The Check Out The TrumpetTrumpet Archives At Archives At
baptisttrumpet.com/archivebaptisttrumpet.com/archive

Enjoy reading about the history of the BMA Enjoy reading about the history of the BMA 
through the pages of the through the pages of the Baptist TrumpetBaptist Trumpet, even , even 

back to when it started in 1939!back to when it started in 1939!

Free E-Trumpet
   Any active BMA military personnel is eligible 
to receive the Trumpet free. Please send  their 
name, address or email address to P.O. Box 

192208, Little Rock, Ark. 72219; or
editor@baptisttrumpet.com.
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the opportunity the internet provided. 
The idea took off, and the result was the 
“Day By Day” broadcast that Donny 
began hosting in 2015. The show took 
off and was very successful. It still runs 
every day and is now hosted by current 
BMAA President Dr. Clif Johnson.
 In 2016, when Donny became 
executive director, he shared with the 
board that Lifeword’s ministry should 
shift to become a digital broadcaster. 
Lifeword Cloud was the result of that 
strategic move. After converting the 
existing audio studio into a small video 
production studio, they have produced 
11 video shows. In the small space, the 
Lifeword team has done an amazing 
job of adapting to expand the ministry. 
This success highlighted the need for 
more production space for this growing 
aspect of the ministry. The solution was 

LIFEWORD
(Continued From Page 1)

Lifeword Ministry ExpansionLifeword Ministry Expansion

BMA Ministry Warehouse under construction.

 Production Team Leader Phillip Rice gets things ready for a video shoot 
in the converted audio studio suite.

 A team works on putting together Christmas Shoeboxes in the area that 
will be converted to the television production suite.

Production workstation “Green Room” for getting ready
SPOTLIGHT

(Continued From Page 6)
decisions on in the coming months. 
This includes: the next sermon series; 
expanding our children’s, youth and 
family ministry; limits on discipleship 
(how many disciples we should take on 
formally in personal studies) as we wait 
on God to provide laborers, etc. The list 
could go on and on. We need to know 
where God is working, truly understand 
and see our weaknesses and needs and 
better understand what He is wanting 
to do through us for His glory.
 Thanks for your prayers and part-
nership. We are grateful to serve our 
good King alongside you.

From the

Mailbox

 Opinions expressed in the Mailbox 
Column are those of the writer, and do 
not necessarily represent those of the 
editor or the churches of the BMA. All 
letters are subject to editorial review and 
editing. Letters for the column should 
clearly indicate they are for publication. 
Please include a daytime phone number 
and the name and location of your 
church. Letters should be no longer than 
two to three pages, double-spaced, 12 
pt. type or larger. Letters are accepted by 
mail, fax or e-mail. All letters must include 
the name and address of the writer, 
which will be published.

Baptist Trumpet
P.O. Box 192208

Little Rock, Ark. 72219-2208
e-mail: editor@baptisttrumpet.com

Dear Editor:
 As a leader of an auxiliary that 
raises money for BMA projects and 
departments, we are always mindful to 
be good stewards of the funds we have 
been entrusted with and for which we 
are held accountable. We look for the 
most effective way to cut costs and still 
get information about our purpose to 
the churches of the BMA. Advertis-
ing and mailouts cost money, and we 
want to make sure we do the best we 
can with what we have.
 I can only speak on behalf of 
the Women’s Ministry of the BMA 
(WMA), but I am sure other depart-
ments would agree with these sugges-
tions: 
 • Connect with the ministries of 
the BMA through all their online 
and social media platforms. The de-
partments invest in websites as a tool, 
and they want you to use them. The 
National WMA has a website nation-
alwma.org, and the Arkansas WMA 
has a private Facebook group you can 
request to join facebook.com/groups/
arkansaswma. Request to be added to 
email newsletters when you can since 
sending an email is much more cost-
effective than a physical mailing.
 • When you receive a mailing 
from any of the BMA departments, 
please don’t throw it away as if it is 
junk mail. Whether you are the pastor 
or the secretary, do not assume for the 
whole congregation that the mailing 
you received would not be interest-
ing to someone in your assembly. The 
Arkansas WMA will be mailing in-
formation about our upcoming retreat 
open to all ladies, whether they have 
a formal women’s group or not. We 
work hard to provide inspiration and 
renewal that we pray will motivate 
them as they return to the work your 
church provides in local communities.
 • Choose people from your con-
gregation who will connect with the 
ministry or department or work they 
feel passionate about and will keep 
the body informed about what is hap-

pening and what prayer needs each 
of those agencies and individuals 
has. When you know what compels 
your people to action, the leadership 
quality of delegating becomes easier 
and more effective.
 There are probably suggestions 
from others in ministry leadership, 
but these are my top three. Thank you 
for listening.

— Valarie Fish, Arkansas WMA 
President (dvfish@swat.coop)

New warehouse on left and existing building on right

 New warehouse on right and existing building on left. Awning (behind 
truck) will be the new entrance to Lifeword Studios.

obvious. They would reclaim the current 
warehouse space to be used as originally 
planned for video production.
 The search began for alternatives 
for the warehouse space, but space was 
not available. The decision was made 
to build a BMA Ministry Warehouse 
adjacent to the BMA Global Ministry 
Center, then convert the existing space 
to its originally designed purpose. Al-
most all areas in the Lifeword Studios 
will be reconfigured to allow for the 
expansion of this ministry. The total 
cost for this project is close to $1.5 
million and Donny shared that, Lord 
willing, the entire project will be debt 
free when they move-in.
 Plans are already in the works for 
several new video productions designed 
for sharing on social media. One of the 
planned shows is a morning variety 
show — “Lifeword Today” — planned 
to launch in early 2023, hosted by 
Donny and Yolanda Merrell. Lifeword 
plans to expand its social media reach 
to fulfill its mission of taking Jesus to 
the world by any means possible, in-
cluding new productions for Tik-Tok 
and LinkedIn, among others.
 There are many more ideas in the 
works and exciting things are hap-
pening with the ministry of Lifeword, 
but it is evident that God is blessing 
the faithfulness of Bro. Donny and the 
entire Lifeword team. Just in the last 
30 days, 2.2 million people have visited 
Lifeword.org. This construction project 
will allow more opportunities to reach 
people with the life-changing message 
of the gospel. The plan is to move into 
the new warehouse by Christmas, and 
the new studio renovations should be 
ready for production by April 2023.
 “Lifeword is presently reaching 
more people with the gospel of Jesus 
than in any time in her history,” shared 
Bro. Donny. “But estimates are that over 
2 billion people living today have no 
gospel witness. Digital content is the 
key for us to be able to speak into more 
languages and more cultures. The new 
studios will go a long way in helping us 
create that needed programming and 
content. They will be a blessing to the 
BMA for years to come.”

A Message to the Churches

http://www.nationalwma.org
http://www.nationalwma.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/arkansaswma/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/arkansaswma/
mailto:dvfish@swat.coop

