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CBC Targeted By 
Ransomware Attack

By President Terry Kimbrow
 Executive Editor’s Note: This article 
and the related article on page 1 of this 
issue were submitted as one article, but 
to highlight the need that was caused 
by this attack, that portion of the article 
has been separated into a second article.
A Day Like No Other
 January 27, 2022 was like any 
other Thursday, with one exception 
— it was Homecoming weekend, 
and many were gathering on 
campus for the festivities. I was in 
my office doing some last-minute 
work on my computer. It was a few 

minutes after 3 p.m. — I know, 
because what happened next is 
forever etched in my mind. My 
desktop computer shut down in 
the middle of a document I was 
typing. We rarely have an inter-
ruption in power, and the lights 
on my computer were still on. It 
was then that I realized this could 
be really, really bad.
The Takeover
 Not only did my computer 
shut down, but I quickly learned 
that all 230 desktop computers 
on campus had rebooted and this 
message was on the screens: “You 
now have a new Admin.” CBC 
Information Technology (IT) per-
sonnel went to work immediately, 
unplugging all desktop computers 
and anything else that was on the 
network, and our IT director be-
gan the process of powering down 
the servers. It was grimly obvious 
what had occurred, but a phone 
conversation would soon confirm 
one of my greatest fears — we were 
undergoing a cyber-attack and a 
ransomware attack as well. What 
we didn’t know initially was how 
deeply they had infiltrated our 
system, nor did we know when 
and how it occurred. Had they only 
taken over the desktop computers, 
or were they in all 35 of our serv-
ers? All we knew for certain was 
that it was not good.
The Call
 Approximately 15 minutes 
later, while I was standing in the 
foyer of the David T. Watkins 
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 Central Baptist College has 
announced the date for its Fourth 
Annual Scholarship Gala. The event 
will take place on Tuesday, March 28, 
at 6 p.m. at the Conway Expo Cen-
ter. The black-tie optional event will 
be a celebration of “Fearless Faith.” 
The proceeds from the gala will 
benefit the Central Baptist College 
Scholarship Fund, which supports all 
institutionally funded scholarships.
 The keynote speaker for the event 
will be Harry Miller, an Ohio State 
Football player who made national news when he stepped away from the 
game due to challenges he faced, both on and off the field. In March of 2022, 
he publicly announced, “I am medically retiring from football,” citing his 
mental health which almost caused him to commit suicide last year. Miller 
is an advocate who is self-described as “just a guy trying to help.” Miller was 
named one of the 22 members of the 2021 Allstate AFCA Good Works 
Team. He earned this honor for his dedication to community service and 
the positive impact he has made on the lives of others.
 “Each year, we seem to see an increase in the number of college students 
who identify with some type of mental illness. The statistics of depression 
and anxiety among young adults and college-aged students are concerning. 
This year, we want to address this issue in hopes of shining a light on this 
epidemic” said CBC President Terry Kimbrow. “I am excited for attendees 
to hear the encouraging message Harry Miller will bring.”
 Event sponsorships begin at $2,000. For more information, to pur-
chase tickets or to make a donation to the CBC Scholarship Fund, visit 
cbc.edu/gala or contact Director of Development Amy Reed at areed@
cbc.edu or (501) 205-8934.

CBC Announces Fourth 
Annual Scholarship Gala

See ATTACK, Page 2

To view previous listings 
from this column, visit 

our website at
 www.baptisttrumpet.com.
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 First Baptist Church in 
Carthage, Texas is seeking a full-
time student pastor. Resumes may 
be sent to James McRight at james@
firstbaptistcarthage.com.

 Executive Editor’s Note: See related article on page 1 of this issue to un-
derstand the cause of this emergency need. This article and the related article 
on page 1 of this issue were submitted as one article, but to highlight the need 
that is caused by the attack covered in the other article, this portion of the 
article has been separated into a second article.

An Emergency Need
 The cyber incident brought all activities to an abrupt halt for five weeks 
during the prime student recruiting period for all 2022-23 students. With-
out access to our systems, recruiters could not effectively do their jobs. That 
was even more pronounced in the PACE/Online program where most 
of the application process is completed virtually. The initial loss of not 
being able to recruit new students for an extended period was estimated 
at $450,000 in terms of a sharp decline in enrollment resulting in tuition 
and other revenue not collected. Now that enrollment figures have been 
finalized for the fall, that number could easily reach the $1 million mark.

Walking With Me
 As I struggled with the seemingly insurmountable task of raising an 
additional $1 million, this passage kept coming to me: “Two are better 

CBC Needs Your Help!
By President Terry Kimbrow

Academic Building, I received a 
call on my private cell phone from 
an unknown number which some-
times I don’t take. But considering 
the urgency of everything going on 
around me, I answered the call. A 
man with a middle eastern accent, 
the one we would eventually label 
the Threat Actor (TA), spoke to 
me and identified himself as Mi-
chael. I asked him how he got my 
phone number. He said, “I know 
everything about you.”
 According to the FBI agent, the 
TA was probably someone speak-
ing on behalf of the person making 
the threats. In the agent’s words, “I 
think it would be safe to say we will 
never see the person behind this. 
They are most likely operating out 
of North Korea or Russia.”

The Threat
 During the initial phone call, 
the TA instructed me to look on 
my phone for a message he was 
sending that would tell us how to 
unlock a file on one of our servers. 
There the “hackers” would tell us 
the amount of ransom they were 
demanding and how it must be 
paid. He told me we had 72 hours 
to decide or “bad things would 
happen” and, among other things, 
our “business would never recover.”
 In one of my later calls with the 
TA, he claimed they had obtained 
a large amount of data that would 
do us great harm if sold on the dark 
web. He said I had not followed 
their instructions, and that if we 
did not comply, “Bad things will 
happen to us.” In that same call, 
he made numerous other threats: a 
DDOS attack (Distributed Denial 
of Service), unpleasant things that 
will bring the college down, contin-
ued ransomware attacks on CBC 
that would destroy us, and leaks of 
student and employee data, includ-
ing their personal information.
 Over the coming weeks, I would 
answer four such calls from the 
TA. One of those threatening calls 
lasted 20 minutes, as I listened to 
him rant about what the “hackers” 
were getting ready to do to CBC.
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The Power of Music
 I recently attended the For the Church Conference at Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. It was two days of great teaching, but for 
me, it was the times of musical worship that acted as a balm to my weary 
soul. I know that sounds overly dramatic, but when you sing theologi-
cally rich songs with 1,000 other people that sing wholeheartedly, it will 
encourage and lift the hurting heart.
 That is one of the many benefits of embracing the “Sing to one an-
other” command found in Eph. 5:19. Music encourages, heals, instructs, 
teaches and it truly has the power to impact our hearts like nothing else. 
The truth is that God created our hearts to love and appreciate music. It 
moves us from an early age. That created design demands that we take 
time to evaluate the music in our student ministries and our churches.
 So, what are we looking for? What type of music should we sing and 
embrace? Here are a few things to put on our list:
 • Our music should be God-honoring. While this should go without 
saying, music can slip through that is more “about me than He.” Our 
youth group meetings and congregational worship times should always 
utilize music that brings glory to God. I recommend you make that a 
characteristic of your church and personal music. Does all of our per-
sonal music need to be praise to God the Father? No. But, it definitely 
shouldn’t be dishonoring to God. That becomes an important choice as 
we seek to live a life of personal holiness.
 • Our music should be singable by all. (Incoming Old Man Rant…) 
Why choose music that only a handful of people in the church can sing? 
For instance, it is vital that the men of our congregations are able to sing 
along with the music. They need to lead through example, but when that 
is not possible because the music is too high, they give up. As young men 
in our student ministries go through vocal changes, they will learn to 
give up quickly if the leadership is not aware of this issue. Chris Tomlin 
is an incredible vocalist, but choosing music that he writes in the same 
key that he releases can make it hard for the congregation to engage.
 • Our music should be theologically correct. In an effort to turn a 
phrase, weak theology can sneak in. As we plan our student ministry 
worship times or the Sunday morning worship, we cannot simply sing 
Christian music because it is on the radio and popular. We must evaluate 
the message of the music. What we hear, we will learn. When we teach 
children the alphabet, we use music. Many churches use a song to teach 
the books of the Bible. Melody helps engrain words and concepts onto 
our hearts. Therefore, we must be careful what we sing.
 • Our music should express the entirety of the Christian experience. 
Music for our students and congregations should express joy and sorrow. 
We should not be afraid to utilize music that speaks of the hardships and 
sorrows of the Christian life. Our congregations and youth groups are full 
of hurting people that need help expressing that pain. Music can do that.
 Music is powerful. It can do so many positive things, but if we are 
not careful, we will sing songs about the creation rather than the Creator 
or self rather than the Savior. Let us honor God with our music in our 
youth meetings and as our churches gather for worship.

Men’s Soccer
 • Conway, Oct. 4 — Playing 
outside the American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) for the final 
time this season, CBC hosted the 
Bucs of Christian Brothers Univer-
sity at Centennial Soccer Park. CBC 
(8-2-2) got an early lead, was tied 
1-1 at halftime and lost 2-1 to the 
NCAA Division II Bucs (7-4-2).
 • Columbia, Mo., Oct. 9 — 
Looking to bounce back from a 
tough loss earlier this week, CBC 
took on the Cougars of Columbia 
College (CC) in an AMC contest 
at the R. Marvin Owens soccer 
field. CBC (8-3-2, 1-1-1 AMC) 
couldn’t muster much offense, 
trailing CC (5-3-3, 2-1 AMC) 
1-0 at the half before falling 3-0.

Volleyball
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 8 — Play-
ing on the road in the AMC for the 
first time this season, CBC was at 
UHSP Gymnasium for a tilt with 
the Eutectics of the University of 
Health Sciences and Pharmacy 
(UHSP) in St. Louis. CBC (3-11, 
1-3 AMC) dominated the match 
and had a historic effort from Mad-
eline Freeman to sweep UHSP 
(6-16, 0-5 AMC) by scores of 
25-23, 25-13 and 25-19. Freeman 
recorded the first triple-double in 
program history tonight, notching 
13 kills, 14 assists and 10 digs.
 • Hannibal, Mo., Oct. 9 — 
Playing in their second AMC road 
match in as many days, CBC took 
on the Trojans of Hannibal-La-
Grange inside the Mabee Sports 
Complex. CBC (3-12, 1-4 AMC) 
had more kills, aces and points 
than HLGU (6-18, 3-3 AMC) 
but lost in four sets by scores of 
21-25, 18-25, 25-13 and 23-25.
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 10 — For 
the first time this season, CBC has 
the AMC athlete of the week, the 
AMC office announced in a release. 
Freshman Madeline Freeman was 
selected by the conference as the At-
tacker of the Week. Freeman had a 
historic weekend for the Mustangs, 
recording the first triple-double in 
program history in Friday night’s 
win over UHSP and following that 
up with her ninth double-double of 
the season on Saturday at Hannibal-
LaGrange. For the weekend, she had 
31 kills, an average of 4.43 per set, 
and hit .296.

Women’s Soccer
 • Columbia, Mo., Oct. 9 — 
Playing their first AMC road 
match, CBC was at R. Marvin 
Owens Field to take on the Cou-
gars of Columbia College. CBC 
(4-7-1, 1-2 AMC) couldn’t muster 
anything offensively, trailing 2-0 at 
halftime before losing 5-0 to CC 
(7-3-1, 3-0 AMC).

Cross Country
 • Clarksville, Oct. 9 — A 
set of runners had personal best 

Sports
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Incident Response Team
 One of the first entities I called 
was the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation (FBI) Field Office in Little 
Rock. We were able to make quick 
contact with the “Cyber Security” 
agent for Little Rock. Providentially, 
IT had recently signed an agreement 
with CDW-G, a network solutions 
company, for times when we need 
online help not available locally. Our 
IT Director began to obtain what 
would become a cyber security In-
cident Response Team (IRT). The 
IRT members, spanning several 
time zones, worked virtually to get 
our system up and going within 
a short amount of time. We also 
contacted our insurance company 
after-hours, Brotherhood Mutual, 
to check our coverage for this event.
 We had no idea how long it would 
last or if there would be permanent 
damage to our system and/or loss 
of data. From that day forward, the 
attorney for our insurance com-
pany gave advice as we met either 
via Zoom or phone call on a daily 
basis. Those calls would continue for 
the next six to seven weeks. Our IT 
Director, Jerry Dowdy, was on-site 
for the next five weeks, every day 
and night, working virtually with the 
IRT. Members of the IRT worked 
literally around the clock for what 
would be, not days, but weeks.

Negotiation
 At the advice of the attorney, we 
retained the services of Coveware 
to manage the specialized process 
of cyber extortion negotiations. Its 
sole purpose was to communicate 
with the TA via a chat the TA 
provided in an encrypted file. The 
person assigned by Coveware was 
posing as someone from our IT De-
partment, speaking on my behalf to 
negotiate the ransom demands and 
mainly to buy us time so we could 
assess the damage, put safeguards 
in place and restore all systems. 
 Ransomware experts troll the 
web looking for small vulnerabilities. 
They can enter the system and watch 
the various activities as long as they 
want, unnoticed until they are ready 
to make a move. Most importantly, 
they have the ability to exfiltrate 
files, ones they consider to be of 
most value, to hold over the heads 
of their victims. That was how they 
planned to damage CBC should the 
ransom demands not be satisfied. 
Additionally, and perhaps the most 
evil thing they do, is encrypt files on 
servers, making them useless.
 Over the next several weeks, IT 
and the IRT would focus on get-
ting the hackers out of our system, 
to determine how many files, if any, 
had been exfiltrated, how harmful 
would they be and what files were 
encrypted on our servers. The Cov-
eware Negotiator (CN) requested 
from the TA samples of the material 
that they had exfiltrated. The TA 
eventually released some documents 
that proved they had something. 

Then it was up to IT and the IRT to 
figure out if the files they had were 
of any value for them. In the end, 
we learned that they did not have 
“everything” they claimed to have. 
They were lying and using threats 
and manipulation to hopefully, get 
us to pay the ransom.

The Ransom
 In the initial chat conversation 
with the hackers, the ransom de-
mand was $3,000,000 USD paid 
in Monero (XMR). Monero is a 
cryptocurrency similar to Bitcoin, 
but it boasts that it is secure, pri-
vate and untraceable. Though the 
TA told me on the phone that we 
had 72 hours to decide, when the 
demand came through on the chat 
with the Coveware negotiator, the 
deadline given was five days, after 
which the ransom would increase 
to $6,000,000. Over the course of 
the daily negotiations, the ransom 
demand was reduced to $600,000, 
then to $500,000, with a final of-
fer to settle at $400,000. Again, 
the goal of the negotiation was to 
buy time for the IRT and IT to 
do their work of restoration and 
recovery of all systems.

Held Hostage
 The hackers kept their word in 
holding us hostage over the next 
five weeks. All 35 servers remained 
off-line as the IRT worked with 
IT staff to determine the best way 
to restore as much data as possible 
and get our system back up and 
running. You may wonder what 
is controlled by those 35 servers. 
Here is a list:
 • Campus-wide Wi-Fi,
 • Canvas (course management 
software), 
 • Admissions Office functions 
(including recruiting of new stu-
dents),
 • Financial Aid Office func-
tions,
 • Registrar’s Office,
 • Access to Campus Anyware 
(student information system),
 • Business Office functions,
 • Access to some of our fun-
draising database (donors and 
alumni),
 • HVAC controls,
 • Campus-wide security camera 
system (116 security cameras),
 • All voice-over IP phones and
 • All electronic door locks.

Campus-wide Network Outage
 It was a true blessing that class-
room instruction continued un-
interrupted via Zoom technology, 
with messaging to our students and 
employees about a “campus-wide 
network outage.” Since the insurance 
company attorney assumed over-
sight of messaging, she approved the 
18 “network outage” e-mail updates I 
sent out to faculty, staff and students 
over the five-week period. The mes-
sages were intentionally vague, not 
only to avoid any negative public 
relations, but also because the last 

See ATTACK, Page 8 See SPORTS, Page 8

performances as CBC competed 
in the University of the Ozarks 
Invitational. Ashleigh Gross-
Mitchell, Mackenzie Milligan 
and Jadon Price all set personal 
bests and Price’s time of 30:56.9 in 
the men’s 8K was the fifth fastest 
time ever recorded in an 8K since 

the cross-country program was 
started in 2016.

Women’s Golf
 • Springfield, Mo., Oct. 10 — 
Opening their final tournament of 
the fall, CBC teed off at the Evan-
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Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

Mobilizing: Building 
Biblical Character
 Discipleship is more about 
imitation than information. Mo-
bilizing any group of people for 
action requires getting feet (boots) 
on the ground. Mobilizing your 
church requires getting the feet of 
your congregation into your com-
munity. When your people are in 
a position to be the light God has 
called them to be, will their walk 
add to the credibility of their mes-
sage or will it destroy it? Matthew 
6:22-23 says if there is going to 
be light, you are it. How brightly 
your light shines as an individual 
and as a church is determined by 
your faithfulness to be that light.
 Advancing your church with the 
Great Commission in the driver’s 
seat runs on these two foundational 
rails: biblical knowledge and biblical 
character. Each rail requires develop-
ing skill sets. In biblical knowledge, 
skills such as teaching people to 
study the Bible, teaching the Bible 
effectively, communicating the sim-
ple gospel message well, applying the 
Bible effectively and understanding 
and teaching biblical theology. This 
is quite a task, and your church must 
decide how they will teach and train 
disciples in biblical knowledge well. 
Paul challenges us in II Tim. 2:15 
to “study to show yourself approved.”
 Mobilizing your church requires 
that the mobilizers be biblically 
sound and biblically honorable 
— orthodoxy (believe right) and 
orthopraxy (behave right). The 
mobilization of your congregation 
involves individual sanctification, 
which is the process in which be-
lievers strive, by the Holy Spirit’s 
power, to be more and more con-
formed to the image of Christ 
(II Cor. 3:18). If you are going to 
declare that you bear God’s name 
then you must be striving to also 
bear His image. Building biblical 
character requires the ongoing 
spiritual process of increasingly be-
ing set apart from sin and moving 
toward holiness (I Thess. 3:11-13).
 There are two extremes in 
building biblical character. One 
is legalism, where the legalist is 
always stating, “Let me tell you 
what you need to do.” The other 

is license, where they are always 
asking, “Who are you to tell me 
what to do?” The goal must be to 
avoid legalism and practice grace 
but also to not be afraid to call sin, 
sin. In The Leadership Ladder, Steve 
Ogne and Ken Priddy state the 
goal as, “To help leaders develop 
and demonstrate strong biblical 
character in their lives, reflected 
in godly behaviors, decisions and 
relationships.” It is not only what 
you know but also who you are that 
will make the difference. How do 
you build biblical character? 
 • First, train them in the daily 
discipline of a quiet time and how 
to abide in Christ by being in 
the Word and prayer. Mark 1:35 
(HCSB) says this about Jesus: “Very 
early in the morning, while it was still 
dark, He got up, went out, and made 
His way to a deserted place; and there 
he was praying.” Recently, it was 
reported that the average pastor 
spends 8-10 minutes a day in prayer 
and in the Word. I’m not sure of the 
accuracy of this statistic but would 
we feel any better if that number was 
doubled or even tripled? You cannot 
afford to waste precious opportuni-
ties to hear from Him.
 • Second, consider extended 
seasons to be set aside for the pro-
cess of sanctification to occur. Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in stature 
according to Luke 2:52. How did 
that occur? Luke 6:12 says, “During 
those days He went out to the mountain 
to pray and spent all night in prayer 
to God.” Biblical character is built 
and developed in longer times of 
intentionally being in His presence. 
In Simply Prayer, Bill Elliff gives this 
insight: “Any leader who desires to 
experience the presence must make 
deliberate time to dial in… Usually, 
you will make more progress in this 
one day of concentrated communion 
than in a whole week of scattered 
thinking.”
 Biblical character is built in 
the crucible of the wilderness ex-
perience, as seen in the examples 
of Moses, Saul and Jesus. This is 
where pride is addressed, and hu-
mility is valued. This is where my 
plans, dreams, goals and objectives 

are surrendered to His will be-
ing done. In Hearing God’s Voice, 
Henry Blackaby reminds us that 
it was prayer that set the agenda 
for Jesus’ ministry and preceded 
the miracles. Prayer brought Him 
encouragement at critical moments 
and enabled Him to endure the 
cross. Prayer kept Him on the cross 
despite excruciating pain. “You’ll 
never hear it (God’s voice) if you are 
not dialed into the right frequency.”
 Consider setting aside a day to 
get away and hear from the Lord, 
beginning with what you need to 
do first in order to not only bear His 
name but bear His likeness. Paul 
Becker defined a prayer retreat as 
“A time you set aside to go away 
and be alone with God.” Notice 
the intentionality of “a time you 
set aside.” We are all so incredibly 
busy, it is easy to be trapped into 
doing the urgent rather than the 
important. Is there any time more 
important than the time you could 
spend alone with the King of Kings 
and the Lord of Lords? If you don’t 
set it aside, you simply will not have 
a personal prayer retreat.
 • Third, allow the Word of God 
to define biblical character for you. 
Mentor others by studying togeth-
er character-building examples in 
the Scriptures and holding one 
another accountable. Study Old 
Testament characters and learn from 
their examples, both good and bad. 
Study the book of Proverbs and 
simply ask, “How does this proverb 
speak to my character?” Study the 
Sermon on the Mount and meditate 
on the beatitudes, while also con-
sidering the wrong attitudes Jesus 
covers. Study the epistles and listen 
to the Holy Spirit as He convicts you 
in areas that need your attention.
 You are not perfect, but you 
should be progressing and growing. 
You have not arrived at maturity, but 
you should be maturing. The process 
of sanctification is Jesus at work in 
our hearts and lives, building bibli-
cal character by not only bearing 
His name but also His image.

Healthy Church Solutions
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LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 I was just thinking about things I have read recently. An article by a 
preacher of another denomination stated that the Lord’s Day and the Day 
of the Lord are one in the same. However, that is not what Scripture states.
 I wrote in a previous column (see the Sept. 28 issue) about the Hearsay 
of Heresy. While that pastor is mistaken, he is not necessarily heretical. 
Still, I think we should be accurate when relating subjects of God’s Word 
to God’s people.

The Lord’s Day — A Day of Worship
 The Sabbath (seventh) Day was designed by God for humans to relieve 
their burdens and rest, according to Mark 2:7. To the Hebrews, it was a day 
of worship, but when Jesus arose on the first day of the week, Christians 
began to worship on the first day of the week, which is Sunday. John, when 
given the Revelation, said he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.
 That was when he was given a view of the future — the last days 
which would include a vision of the Day of the Lord. It was fitting for 
him to be called upon to write such things on a day of worship as he 
would learn about what his Lord has in store for mankind.
 Peter wrote, “But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief (in the night). 
The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, 
and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare” (II Peter 3:10 NIV).

The Day of the Lord — A Day of Wrath
 John was not in the Spirit on the Day of Wrath, but he was on the 
day of worship.
 Some believe the things revealed in the Book of Revelation are not lit-
eral, but symbolic. I think since Peter wrote much the same about the Day 
of the Lord, it would be foolish to say that when Revelation was written 
the literal became symbolic. Note what others, by inspiration, wrote:
 • The Prophet Joel: “I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, 
blood and fire and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord” 
( Joel 2:30-31).
 • The Prophet Zephaniah: “Neither will their silver nor their gold be 
able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath, in the fire of his jealousy the 
whole world will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end to all who live 
in the earth” (Zeph. 1:18).
 • John the Revelator: “They called to the mountains and rock, ‘Fall on us 
and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of 
the Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come and who can withhold 
it?’” (Rev. 6:16-17).

The Day of the Lord — A Day of Darkness
 The idea of a “symbolic” Day of the Lord is manipulating the Word of 
God. One of the truths I have taught for most of my 58 years of ministry is 
for believers to look for continuity in the Scriptures. If something is men-
tioned only one time, one might debate its meaning. However, if a subject 
is mentioned or well described again and again, from Old Testament to 
New Testament, it is evident that God wants us to pay close attention. The 
prophet Amos also verified what the Day of the Lord would be like — a 
day of darkness: “Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long 
for the day of the Lord? That day will be darkness, not light. It will be as though 
a man fled from a lion only to meet a bear as he entered his house and rested his 
hand on the wall only to have a snake bite him. Will not the day of the Lord be 
darkness, not light — pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?” (Amos 5:18-20).

The Conqueror on the Day of the Lord — The Returning King of Kings
 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose 

The Day of the Lord

See DAY OF LORD, Page 7

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Judson — Oct. 15, 9 a.m.; Bethel 
#1, Rison; Rick Bolin.
 Jonesboro — Oct. 15, 10 a.m.; 
Prospect, Jonesboro; Ken Beaver.
 Arkansas Prairie—Oct. 21-22; 7 
p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. Saturday; Forks 
of Lague, Dewitt; Robert Wade.
 Howard — Oct. 22, 10 a.m.; 
Center Point, Nashville; Chuck Reel.
 Greenbrier Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast, Oct. 29, 8 a.m.; Sands 
Springs, Quitman; Gaylon King, 
pastor.
 Greenbrier District Galileans, 
Oct. 29, 2 p.m.; Antioch, Conway.
 Jonesboro District Brother-
hood, Nov. 8; Center Hill, Jonesboro.
 Mt. Vernon District Brother-
hood, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m.; Bethel, 
Forrest City.
 Jonesboro District Brother-
hood, Dec. 13; Cathedral, Jones-
boro.
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Trumpet Notes
By Executive Editor Jeff Herring

Family Council/Congressman 
Oppose Marijuana Issue 4
 On Oct. 7, U.S. Congress-
man Bruce Westerman (AR/04) 
provided a statement to Family 
Council saying that he strongly 
opposes Issue 4, the proposed con-
stitutional amendment that would 
legalize marijuana in Arkansas.
 Jerry Cox of Family Council 
says, “Legalized recreational mari-
juana is on the list of the last things 
Arkansas needs, and I strongly op-
pose it. There are no benefits that 
can outweigh more traffic deaths, 
more addiction, more ruined lives 
and the long-term economic, social 
and moral decline that results from 
legalized pot. Arkansas can do 
better than that, and I encourage 
voters to vote “no” on pot.
 Rep. Westerman joins a growing 
list of leaders from Arkansas who 
oppose Issue 4 — including Re-
publican gubernatorial candidate 
Sarah Sanders, Arkansas Governor 
Asa Hutchinson, former Governor 
Mike Huckabee, Lt. Governor Tim 
Griffin, Congressman French Hill 
and U.S. Senator Tom Cotton.
 Issue 4 — the proposed marijua-
na amendment — makes sweeping 
changes to Arkansas’ constitution 
and state laws. It repeals, replaces 
and rewrites several parts of Arkan-
sas’ medical marijuana amendment 
that voters passed in 2016, adds 
new language to other parts of the 
Arkansas Constitution and drasti-
cally expands marijuana in every 
community in Arkansas.
 A growing body of research 
underscores the dangers associ-
ated with marijuana legalization. 
For example, a report published in 
the Journal of the American Medical 
Association found that states that 
legalized commercial marijuana 
sales saw self-harm rates rise by 
46% among men ages 21 to 39.
 In 2020, law enforcement 
seized more than five and a half 
tons of illicit marijuana in Colo-
rado intended for the black market, 
and authorities determined that 
traffic deaths involving drivers 
who tested positive for marijuana 
have increased by 138% since the 
state legalized marijuana in 2012.
 On Oct. 4, Family Council Ac-
tion Committee announced plans 
for a statewide campaign opposing 
marijuana legalization in Arkansas. 
Family Council Action Commit-
tee Executive Director Jerry Cox 
released a statement, saying, “Today 
we are launching a statewide tour to 
urge Arkansans to vote against Issue 
4. It’s hard to believe an amendment 
this bad is actually on the ballot in 
Arkansas. In the next few days, our 
team will hold meetings in 25 cities 
and towns across the state, where 
we will urge voters not to legalize 
marijuana in Arkansas. We are also 

Scan this QR 
code with your 
s m a r t p h o n e 
to access our 
website.

Like us on
Facebook
for late-breaking

up-to-date news

Baptist Trumpet
 (USPS 043-720) (ISSN 0888-9074)
 Published by the Baptist Missionary Association of Arkansas; 
sponsoring Missions, Benevolence and Christian Education.

JEFF HERRING, Executive Editor
editor@baptisttrumpet.com

P.O. Box 192208 • Little Rock, Arkansas 72219-2208
Telephone (501) 565-4601 • Fax Line (501) 565-NEWS

(Note: An answering machine on the 565-4601 line will take
messages after regular working hours — Monday-Thursday)

www.baptisttrumpet.com

Subscribription Rate: $30.00 per year (67¢ per issue)
Church Plan Subscribers: $27.00 per year (60¢ per issue)

 Published weekly except for the week of New Year’s and one week 
in April, May, July, September, November and December. Periodi-
cal postage paid at Little Rock, Arkansas. Editorial offices at 10712 
Interstate 30, Little Rock, Arkansas 72209. POSTMASTER: Send 
address changes to the Baptist Trumpet, P.O. Box 192208, Little Rock, 
Arkansas 72219-2208.
 Opinions expressed in signed articles are those of the writer and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the churches of the BMA.

ALLAN EAKIN, Associate Editor
associateeditor@baptisttrumpet.com

(mailing list changes & billing inquiries)

launching a radio campaign against 
Issue 4, and we plan to equip and mo-
bilize hundreds of churches across 
Arkansas to oppose the measure.”
 Cox said Issue 4’s language is 
misleading. “The marijuana indus-
try did not write this amendment 
to help Arkansans. They wrote it to 
help themselves. If Issue 4 passes, 
marijuana businesses in Arkansas 
will be controlled by owners who 
don’t even live here, and only a frac-
tion of Issue 4’s piddly sales tax will 
go toward police officers or cancer 
research. It’s a misleading amend-
ment that repeals and rewrites large 
parts of the Arkansas Constitution 
without fully explaining those 
changes to the voters.”
 Cox said he wants Arkansans 
to understand exactly what Issue 
4 would do. “Issue 4 writes an un-
regulated marijuana monopoly into 
the Arkansas Constitution. Issue 4 
eliminates all taxes on medical mari-
juana and sets a very low tax rate for 
retail marijuana sales. City councils 
and quorum courts will be power-
less to regulate it. State lawmakers 
won’t be able to raise taxes on it. 
Law enforcement won’t be able to 
prevent organized crime and drug 
cartels from purchasing marijuana 
businesses in Arkansas. We are call-
ing on the people of Arkansas to vote 
against Issue 4 this November. Our 
state simply does not need another 
drug problem.” (familycouncil.org)

JPs Consider Resolution To 
Weaken Ark. Pro-Life Laws
 On Oct. 3, justices of the peace 
in Washington County tabled a 
resolution that would have called on 
the State of Arkansas to weaken its 
pro-life laws, according to the Ar-
kansas Democrat-Gazette. On June 
24, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed 
Roe v. Wade. The decision allowed 
states to enforce their own laws 
permitting, restricting or prohibit-
ing abortion. As a result, Arkansas 
began enforcing Act 180 of 2019 
that generally prohibits abortion. 
The Washington County Quorum 
Court’s County Service Committee 
briefly considered — and voted to 
table — a resolution calling for state 
lawmakers to add exceptions for rape 
and incest to Arkansas’ pro-life law.
 In 2019 and 2021 there was a lot 
of discussion at the capitol about 
putting exceptions for rape and 
incest in Arkansas’ pro-life laws. 
Ultimately, legislators decided to 
pass a pro-life law that prohibited 
abortion except when the mother’s 
life is at risk. Rape and incest are evil. 
A woman who is raped is a victim 
in every sense of the word, and only 
about 2%–5% of all abortions are 
performed because of rape or incest. 
In light of that, it’s easy for some 
elected officials to justify abortion 
in these situations. But there are 

serious problems with permitting 
abortion in cases of rape or incest.
 The unborn baby is totally inno-
cent. It is not right to kill an unborn 
baby because the baby’s father was 
a rapist. Abortion doesn’t heal the 
trauma that rape or incest leave 
behind. Abortion takes the life of 
an unborn baby, carries significant 
risks for the woman and its conse-
quences are very serious. Abortion 
may actually help conceal rape and 
incest from authorities. Sexual 
predators sometimes coerce their 
victims into having abortions to 
conceal rape or incest.
 In 2016, abortionist Ulrich 
Klopfer admitted to the Indiana 
Medical Licensing Board that he 
once performed an abortion on a 
10-year-old girl from Illinois who 
had been raped by her uncle. Dr. 
Klopfer did not report the crime 
to law enforcement. He let the girl 
go home to her parents who knew 
about the rape and had decided not 
to prosecute. As far as we can tell, 
that girls’ uncle was never brought 
to justice.
 Abortion helps conceal evil 
crimes like these. That’s part of the 
reason Arkansas does not need to 
expand the list of exceptions in its 
pro-life laws. (familycouncil.org)

Survey Reveals What
Teens Think of Jesus
 How do today’s teens across 
faith groups think about Jesus, the 
Bible and justice? Barna, the U.S.-
based Christian polling firm, posed 
this question to nearly 25,000 teens 
in 26 countries and got encourag-
ing answers.
 “Data show it’s rare that teens 
think poorly of Jesus,” said Barna, 
which found that most of them 
have a positive perception of Him, 
with 49% of teens describing Jesus 
as “loving,” 46% believe He of-
fers hope and 43% say He cares 
about people. Only 8% said He is 
detached from today’s real issues, 
7% believe He is judgmental, 6% 
think He is irrelevant and 4% say 
He is hypocritical.
 When Barna asked the teens 
if they believed the Bible teaches 
about living a meaningful life, 38% 
agreed strongly. Similarly, 36% said 
the Bible helps them understand 
their purpose in life and 34% said it 
helps them to live wisely in today’s 
society.
 When it comes to their personal 
identity, Barna found that “Bible-
engaged” teens worldwide over-
whelmingly believe the Bible teaches 
about living a meaningful life (84%), 
understanding their purpose (84%) 
and living wisely in society (80%).
 Barna used the term Bible-
engaged teens to refer to those who 
have a “high” view of the Bible — 
believing it is “the Word of God,” 
“the inspired Word of God with 
no errors” or “the inspired Word of 
God but with some errors” — and 
read the Bible several times a week.
 The survey also asked teens if the 
Bible influences them to help oth-

ers and defend fairness and people 
who’ve been wronged. At least 42% 
of all teens said the Bible motivates 
them to make a positive impact on 
the lives of others, 44% said it mo-
tivates them to take care of people 
who need help, 42% said it motivates 
them to promote fairness and justice 
and 36% said it motivates them to 
stand up against the wrongdoings 
of others. These numbers are nearly 
double for Bible-engaged teens.
 The teens surveyed, ages 13-17, 
were from the United States, Can-
ada, Australia, New Zealand, four 
countries in Latin America, eight 
European countries, six countries in 
Asia and four African nations. The 
survey was conducted July-August 
2021 and February 2022 in partner-
ship with Alpha, Biblica, World Vi-
sion, Christian Vision, Bible Study 
Fellowship, Christ In Youth and the 
Association of Christian Schools 
International. (christianpost.com)

66 Abortion Centers In
15 States Have Closed
 State pro-life laws have forced 
at least 66 abortion facilities to stop 
aborting unborn babies since June, 
according to a new report from the 
Guttmacher Institute. Currently, 15 
states are enforcing pro-life laws 
that prohibit or strictly limit the 
killing of unborn babies in abor-
tions, and eight others are fight-
ing in court to do the same. Most 
of the states began enforcing their 
laws after the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. Wade in June.
 The research, published Oct. 6, 
adds to the evidence that these laws 
are stopping abortions and saving 
babies’ lives. SBA Pro-Life Amer-
ica estimates more than 138,000 
unborn babies’ lives are being saved. 
CBS News reports Guttmacher 
found that the number of abortion 

facilities in the 15 states dropped 
from 79 to 13 since the Supreme 
Court ruled on Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health on June 24.
 All 13 remaining abortion 
facilities are located in Georgia, 
which has a heartbeat law that pro-
tects unborn babies from abortion 
once their heartbeat is detectable, 
about six weeks of pregnancy. The 
study found one abortion facility 
closed in Georgia, but the others 
are still aborting unborn babies 
early in pregnancy.
 Meanwhile, 14 other states are 
abortion free. They are Alabama, 
Arizona, Arkansas, Idaho, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Mis-
souri, Oklahoma, South Dakota, 
Tennessee, Texas, West Virginia 
and Wisconsin.
 Of the 66 closures, 26 abortion 
facilities closed completely while 40 
others remain open to provide other 
sexual and reproductive health 
services, according to the research. 
In Texas, for example, 12 closed 
completely this summer while 11 
remain open for other services.
 Newsweek reports the 15 states 
are home to about one-third of 
American women of reproductive 
age, and abortion activists claim 
their pro-life laws are hurting 
these women. But doctors like Dr. 
Monique Chireau Wubbenhorst, a 
prominent OB-GYN and former 
professor at Duke University School 
of Medicine, say abortion bans are 
helping women and saving unborn 
babies. Other doctors have been 
pointing to research that abortions 
may be more dangerous for pregnant 
mothers than childbirth. Tens of 
thousands of doctors also confirm 
that babies in the womb are valuable 
human beings and second patients 
in every pregnancy, and abortion is 
not health care. (lifewnews.com)
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Danny & Rita Ballard • The Philippines
Please be in prayer for God to send 
us a worker that can be in the area 
full time. We are praying for the 
funds to make the building secure 
because, currently, nothing can be 
left in the mission after the services.
 • Cancer Support Ministry — 
We are thankful things have finally 
opened back up here in Luzon, al-
lowing us to resume some of our 
ministries that were affected by the 
pandemic, including the Cancer 
Support Ministry. To show you 
how the Lord works on our be-
half, Rita and I were talking about 
the Cancer Support Ministry and 
wondering if they would allow her 
to begin again. I suggested that she 
just go by the hospital and check to 
see and, to her surprise, when she 
got there, the staff greeted her and 
told her, “We have been trying to 
get in touch with you because we 
wanted you to begin the ministry 
again with the cancer patients.” 
God had already opened the door 
for her to start back. This is a striv-
ing and profitable ministry that has 
exploded since she started back, 
and we are thankful for how the 
Lord has blessed in this ministry.

Pastor Vincent Ferrar leads children at the Landfill Mission Project in Upper Pintur.
and physically, in the young people.
 • Quezon Province Mission — 
BMC Quezon is one of the missions 
that is far in the province. When you 
arrive there, you are greeted with 
fresh air, green plants and lots of 
nature all around, and some of the 
nicest people you could ever meet. I 
go once a month to the mission for 
ministry. On a recent trip, Rita was 
able to go and do several workshops 
with the ladies in the area. In one of 
the workshops, she shares the gospel 
as she makes a flower arrangement 
using different colors, similar to the 
wordless book. In the other work-
shop, she was able to show them how 
to create a flower arrangement out 
of things you can find laying around 
the house, in the woods and just 
everyday things. They are looking 
forward to when she is able to come 
back and conduct more workshops 
with them.
 My last trip to BMC Quezon 
was the weekend that Typhoon 
Karding hit the Philippines. The 
activities and services were not 
affected by it, but it made the ride 
home that Sunday evening very 
interesting as it was making landfall 
and the wipers on the ministry ve-
hicle decided to stop working. The 
Lord kept us safe as we traveled on 
the six-hour trip back home.
 This area is deep in the province 
but has so much beauty. There is no 
evangelical church anywhere near 
this area and the people are in des-
perate need of hearing the gospel. 

 From Danny — The past few 
months have been challenging for 
me. After I returned from the revival 
and ordination service at Honda 
Bay Baptist Church in Palawan, 
I came down with a severe case 
of Dengue Fever. (You catch it 
through a mosquito bite.) This is the 
first time I have had Dengue, but I 
knew enough about it to know I had 
the symptoms of it. Sure enough, 
the test confirmed it. It landed me 
in the hospital for a few days but, 
thankfully, the Lord blessed me 
with a full recovery. I had a biopsy 
done on a spot on my chest and it 
came back as skin cancer. Thank-
fully, it was not the type that spreads 
but nevertheless, I had to have it 
removed. Praise the Lord I am fully 
recovered from both.
 Currently, we are partnering 
with a local pastor/church planter, 
Vincent Ferrer, with six different 
missions — BMC Upper Pintur 
(Landfill mission), BMC South-
ville in Rizal, BMC Calmay and 
BMC Carael in Pangasinan, BMC 
Quezon Province mission and 
BMC 1k2 near Rizal. I have the 
privilege of visiting, and sometimes 
preaching, at each mission. We are 
thankful for all the Lord has done 
in each mission and covet your 
prayers for workers in each one.
 We will be on furlough from 
December through mid-March. 
We would love to come by and 
share updates about the ministry 
with you. If you are interested in 
hearing more about the ministry 
in the Philippines, please send me 
an email at ballardsphilippines@
gmail.com.We would like to thank 
everyone for their prayers and 
support for the past 10 years that 
we have been blessed to be mis-
sionaries in the Philippines.

 Pastor Jemuel’s brother from Mt. 
Zion Fundamental Baptist Church 
helped us with this distribution by 
sharing the gospel presentation be-
fore we distributed the relief bags. 
If you would like to donate towards 
future Relief Bag operations, you 
can send your donations to the 
Missions office designated “Danny 
Ballard/Relief bags.”
 • Landfill Mission Project 
(BMC Upper Pintur) — Praise the 
Lord, we celebrated the anniversary 
of the BMC Upper Pintur (Landfill 
Mission) a few weeks ago. It was a 
stormy day with lots of rain and mud, 
but that didn’t keep the people away. 
We are thankful that the Lord has 
provided some much-needed work-
ers to help with the mission, but we 
are still praying for a full-time pastor 
because the harvest is plentiful.
 • Honda Bay Baptist Church 
Revival & Ordination — I had 
the opportunity to travel to Honda 
Bay Baptist church in Palawan (for 
the first time since the pandemic 
began) for their revival, the ordi-
nation of Patrick (a Bible college 
graduate and member of VSM 
Philippines) and the dedication of 
their new church building. Their 
old church building was destroyed 
by the typhoon. It was a blessing 
to celebrate with them, and see 
lots of new faces and many old 
friends. The VSM Philippines 
team committed three plus years 
to Honda Bay Church, and there 
has been much growth, spiritually 
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my attention. Most Filipinos in 
this area are too shy to talk to me 
because they don’t speak English, 
but she did and spoke it well.
 I began stopping Ballardand 
talking to her every time I walked 
by her house and a friendship 
was growing. I invited her mom 
and her to my house but she said, 
“no.” When I asked why she said, 
“I don’t know if I am welcome.” I 
was shocked! I told her she was 
definitely welcome, and we set 
a day for both of them to come 
over. We made paper butterflies, 
and I had the opportunity to share 
Christ with them. I could tell the 
daughter’s heart had been touched 
because of the tears in her eyes.
 I led both of them to Christ the 
next time I passed by her house, 
and I asked her if we could do a 
Bible study together at my house 
where it was quieter. She gladly 
agreed. We have our Bible study 
once a week, and they are growing 
in Christ daily. The daughter inter-
prets the lesson for her mother so 
she can participate. We have grown 
into good friends over the past few 
weeks, and we look forward to our 
weekly Bible study together.
Prayer Needs
 • For God to raise up more 
workers for the five different mis-
sions and outreaches.
 • For each individual ministry (Bi-
ble studies, Missions & Outreaches, 
Cancer Support Ministry, Relief 
Ministry, Children›s Ministry and 
Compassion Ministry) with the 
individual families, the new mission 
projects and as we share the gospel 
with the individuals we come in 
contact.
 • That each family that we min-
ister to through the Relief Ministry 
will receive Christ as their personal 
Savior.
 • For our upcoming furlough.
 • For Pastor Vincent Ferrer and 
his health.
 • For our health and safety.
 • For our daughters in the states.
 • For all those who are sup-
porting us with their prayers and 
financial blessings.
 • For safe travels as we travel to 
the missions in the north and in 
the south.
— ballardsphilippines@gmail.com

Spotlight on Missions
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ministries of our BMA missionaries.
Send 300-400 words as a Word document to editor@baptisttrumpet.com. 

If you include a photo, please make sure it is full size & in jpg format.
Help us get the word out about your ministry

to our over 8000 subscribers!
The new church building for Honda Bay Baptist Church

 A Note from Rita — Their 
names are Gemma and Emma, 
a Filipino mother and daughter 
who live in an area called Santiago 
near us. One day, when I was walk-
ing some little girls home from 
Children’s Bible study who just 
happened to be talking about their 
birthdays, out of nowhere a thin 
lady came from behind the bars 
on the front of her house and said, 
“It’s my birthday, too.” I had given 
one of the little girls a gift for her 
birthday, so when the woman said 
this, I didn’t know if she was telling 
the truth or not. But, to be hospi-
table, the next time I walked past 
her house, I brought her a bag of 
buns just in case it was her birthday. 
She told me it was not her birthday, 
but that was her way of getting 

 • Relief Bags Ministry — First, 
let me say thank you to everyone 
who has continued to support the 
relief bag ministry. Due to the 
illness mentioned in the previous 
article, we have not been able to 
conduct as many as we would like, 
but thankfully, we will do as many 
as we can before leaving on fur-
lough. The Lord continues to bless 
through this ministry by opening 
doors for sharing the gospel and 
also establishing new Bible stud-
ies. We have been able to create 
many new relationships that have 
resulted in leading some to Christ.

 Pastor Jemuel’s brother sharing the 
gospel presentation before we distributed 
the relief bags.

mailto:ballardsphilippines@gmail.com
mailto:ballardsphilippines@gmail.com
mailto:ballardsphilippines@gmail.com
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 As I wrote last week, we’re not 
the first of God’s people to navigate 
through challenging times. All of 
the history in the Bible, whether 
Old Testament or New Testament, 
finds God’s people in trying times. 
I believe we can learn a lot from 
those times to help navigate us today. 
That’s why I recently released a new 
book, For Uncertain Times: 40 Truths 
of God’s Care in National Distress.
 I want to give a glimpse not just 
of my book (though if you want 
to get a copy please do!), but of 
how we can gain direction from 
these times God’s people faced 
struggles nationally. I shared a 
glimpse of the Egyptian bondage 
and the Assyrian invasion found in 
Daniel 2 when God’s people faced 
Babylonian invasion, destruction, 
exile and captivity.

Then
 My wife refuses to ever let me 
set foot inside a casino, not that I 
would, but that’s beside the point. 
She feels this way for multiple rea-
sons, but for one she knows I never 
know when to stop — I don’t. I’m 
the guy who dropped a whole roll 
of quarters in one of those stuffed 
animal crane machines. I kept try-
ing because I just knew the next 
drop of the crane would be the 
one — the stuffed animal payday.
 Though I possess all the signs of 
what might likely be a dangerous 
gambler, I refrain from betting — 
eh, mostly anyway. I lost $5 to my 
daughter the other day, betting on 
how a television show would end. 
So maybe I still do a little betting, 
but not much.
 While serving in King Nebu-
chadnezzar’s court, Daniel made 
an audacious bet. He bet on God. 
He knew God was a sure bet, but 
the odds were extreme and the 
wager was huge.
 For a little background, the king 
placed the advisors in his court in 
an impossible situation. Following 
a profound and disturbing dream, 

In Uncertain Times,
Bet on God

the king demanded that they not 
only interpret the dream but also 
tell the dream. They all failed. Tell-
ing the dream was impossible.
 Because of the subjective nature 
of interpreting dreams, his advisors 
typically offered smokescreen-type 
answers; but to tell the contents of 
the actual dream — now that was 
tough, crazy even. In Dan. 2:10, 
those in the court are recorded say-
ing, “There is not a man on earth 
who can do what the mighty king 
asks! No king, however great and 
mighty, has ever asked such a thing.”
 On top of making this difficult 
request, King Nebuchadnezzar 
threatened to kill everyone in his 
court. Daniel found himself in a 
trying situation. He was going to 
be killed. His friends were going 
to be killed, and others of the court 
Daniel became acquainted with 
also faced impending death. Facing 
the logical impossibility of telling 
the content of the king’s dream, 
Daniel bet on God. He knew 
nothing is impossible for God. 
Daniel likely never interpreted a 
dream before this, and even if he 
had, he certainly had never been 
required to independently discover 
the content of a dream. Knowing 
God is fully capable of the impos-
sible, Daniel bet on God. He asked 
the king for more time.
 The Scriptures say Daniel then 
found Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah, and asked them to plead 
with God to provide an answer. The 
four men used one of the truths for 
uncertain times we have already 
mentioned — they prayed. God 
also carried out one of the truths 
we’ve mentioned — He answered. 
In the night, God gave Daniel 
the dream and the interpretation. 
Daniel then told the king and all 
those in the court were spared. 
God had been a safe bet.

Now
 The betting line on God and 
the impossible remains the same 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless
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firmministries.com

since the day of Daniel. God is 
still a safe bet. He can still do the 
impossible. In uncertain times, we 
need to bet on God in two ways:
 • First, when we become a fol-
lower of Christ, we’re making a 
bet on God, or we could say in-
vesting in Him with everything 
in our lives. Simply put, a Christ-
follower bets by trusting that the 
best payoff is to belong to Jesus and 
follow Him. Each moment we live, 
we wager our life and eternity on 
God, or ourselves and this world, 
so we need to remember God is 
the winning hand. We will not 
lose, and ultimately, we will gain 
the whole world by continuing to 
cling to Him. As others turn away 
and the world around you scoffs, 
don’t change your bet. Don’t flinch. 
Don’t fold. God wins. If you belong 
to Him, you have the winning 
hand, even if it seems the deck is 
stacked against you. God holds the 
ace, the royal flush, the unbeatable 
hand. He will win. Keep on keep-
ing on.
 • Second, when your back is 
against the wall in uncertain 
times, bet on God. Logically, 
humanly, there was no possible 
answer available to Daniel, but he 
knew God could come through. 
We must burn that into our minds 
and keep it in the on-deck circle. 
When there’s no solution or a 
way to go — bet on God. He has 
delivered the impossible over and 
over again. He’s always able to 
deliver the impossible. As Jesus 
once told the disciples, “What is 
impossible with man is possible with 
God” (Luke 18:27 NIV).
 — Jake is the newest state mis-
sionary and would love to share about 
the work in Northwest Arkansas and 
encourage your church to stand firm 
(standfirmministries.com). You can 
get a copy of Jake’s new book, For 
Uncertain Times, on Amazon.

 A small, determined group from The Master’s Builders began work 
at We Are Free on Oct. 3. They worked in the office and tack/supply 
rooms of the Equine Therapy Barn area. The siding was put up on the 
outside of the rooms and wiring, insulation and plywood were installed 
on the inside of each room. Doors were then installed.
 This was job #179 for The Master’s Builders. Thank you so much to 
those who came and worked so hard to help in the ministry of We Are 
Free. Please continue to pray for this ministry!
 We were so blessed in so many ways this week! Thank you to Mike 
Krebs and Zane Clark of Celebration Baptist in Haskell, who came on 
Tuesday to help with the work. Thank you to those who supplied the 
great food for our group this week.
 Remember, if you have questions about The Master’s Builders ministry, 
or if your church has building needs, contact Mike Green at (972) 935-
3877, David Axe at (903) 918-0720 or Eddie Sikes at (479) 462-1675.
 Like us on Facebook at The Master’s Builders (arbor logo)!

The Master’s Builders
Work at We Are Free

By Nelda Malone, Reporter

than one, because they have a good 
reward for their toil. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his fellow. But woe to 
him who is alone when he falls and 
has not another to lift him up!” (Eccl. 
4:9-10 ESV). I realized that this 
is a burden I could not bear alone, 
so I gathered pastors and lead-
ers from seven churches to come 
alongside me — trusted friends I 
could pour my heart out to without 
reservation, knowing they would 
do whatever they could to help me. 
We met in the CBC Board Room, 
and for the first time, I shared the 
details of the ransomware attack 
with someone outside the institu-
tion. My goal for this group was 
three-fold:
 • Ask them to help me bear this 
burden and remind me that God 
can and will supply the need,
 • Boldly challenge them to go 
back to their respective churches 
and share this need (or let me come 
and share it personally) and
 • Encourage them to help me 

get others on board to help meet 
this need.

Better Together
 I want to publicly thank these 
men for helping me bear this bur-
den. That very day — June 13, 2022 
— they said, yes, we will accept this 
challenge; yes, we will walk with 
you; yes, we will present this to our 
churches; and yes, we will share this 
with our church and with our pastor 
friends. These men said, “Yes, we are 
in!” They are Dr. Clif Johnson, Gar-
rett Memorial, Hope; Daniel Wil-
liams, First, Damascus; Dr. Mark 
Livingston, Broadview, Memphis, 
Tenn.; Dustin Wisely and Roger 
Dunlap, First, Magnolia; Don 
Chandler, Central, Conway; Dr. 
Jason Aultman and Shawn Ham-
montree, Antioch, Conway; and Ed 
Stephenson, Springhill, Greenbrier. 

Will You Help?
 Now, I am boldly calling on 
the churches of the BMAA, 
alumni and friends of CBC, and 
I am asking you to give now, give 
generously and, in some cases, give 
sacrificially. We have a critical and 
emergency financial need brought 
on by these evil players. If ever there 
was a personification of John 10:10 
(NIV) — “The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy” — this is it. 
They operate with a single goal and 
that is to extort money and bring 
harm to institutions like Central 
Baptist College. One pastor said, 

HELP
(Continued From Page 1)

“When our family is attacked, we 
need to act, and do so quickly.”

Ways to Give
 Please send your tax-deductible 
contribution to: Central Baptist 
College, 1501 College Ave., Con-
way, Ark. 72034 or give online at 
cbc.edu/give. Mark your check or 
online donation “cyber.” You may 
want to give appreciated securities 
and bypass paying capital gains, or 
you can donate your IRA’s required 
minimum (RMD). We have several 
donors who do so. A young couple 
who heard me share at my church 
about this need set up a recurring 
credit card donation; we can also 
draft your bank account if you pre-
fer. If your company has a matching 
gifts program, it is a simple process 
to have it match your contribution. 
Thousands of businesses and corpo-
rations have matching gift programs. 
Check to see if your employer will 
match your donation to CBC at 
cbc.edu/giftmatch. For more ways 
to give, or to discuss your contribu-
tion, contact us by e-mail or phone:
 Individuals, Businesses and 
Alumni: Director of Development 
Amy Reed at areed@cbc.edu or 
(501) 205-8934.
 C h u rc h e s  a n d  C h u rc h 
Groups: Director of Church Re-
lations Duffy Guyton at dguyton@
cbc.edu or (501) 205-8920.
 Or feel free to contact me per-
sonally at tkimbrow@cbc.edu or 
(501) 205-8818.

https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Times-Truths-National-Distress/dp/1736674625/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NXVIPK5S9GWF&keywords=for+uncertain+times+jake&qid=1663865630&sprefix=for+uncertain%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Times-Truths-National-Distress/dp/1736674625/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NXVIPK5S9GWF&keywords=for+uncertain+times+jake&qid=1663865630&sprefix=for+uncertain%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1
http://www.standfirmministries.com
https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Times-Truths-National-Distress/dp/1736674625/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NXVIPK5S9GWF&keywords=for+uncertain+times+jake&qid=1663865630&sprefix=for+uncertain%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Times-Truths-National-Distress/dp/1736674625/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NXVIPK5S9GWF&keywords=for+uncertain+times+jake&qid=1663865630&sprefix=for+uncertain%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1
http://cbc.edu/give
http://cbc.edu/giftmatch
mailto:areed@cbc.edu
mailto:dguyton@cbc.edu
mailto:dguyton@cbc.edu
mailto:tkimbrow@cbc.edu
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Circuit Riding Preacher
 While I do not officially hold this title, I feel like a circuit-riding 
preacher from time to time; and by the way, it feels great! Like Sunday, 
I enjoyed being with Cherrywood Baptist in Sherwood. I mentioned 
State Missions and then spoke on “The Power of the Gospel.” Cher-
rywood’s folks are very kind and loving, and it is always a pleasure to be 
with them. Thanks, Pastor Glenn Alston, for this opportunity.

Greenbrier Association
 Sunday afternoon, we gathered with the Greenbrier Association at 
First Baptist in Damascus. There was a good crowd and, again, it was 
good to be back for the wonderful fellowship. It was one of those dates 
that had more than one meeting and, unfortunately, I was able to attend 
only one. But I am thankful to those who have graciously helped me out 
by standing in for me. In earnest, the report was the same.

State Meeting
 I, along with the BMA of Arkansas officers, encourage you and your 
church to be represented at this year’s meeting in Conway on Nov. 3-4. 
While I have heard it said through the years that there is no use in at-
tending for the decisions have already been made, that is just not true! I 
personally attended a national meeting in the early years of my ministry 
and an important issue was passed by one vote (my vote). Association 
meetings often fall victim to having the same ones elected year after 
year, not because they are more deserving, but due to the fact that they 
are faithful and attend important meetings.
 Pastors, I am sure there are members in your church who would be 
glad to represent their church if asked, and they might even be willing 
to serve the association in some capacity. Even if you can’t attend, ask if 
there are those who would fill in. After all, we need to have all churches 
represented. It is encouraging to see our folks focused on the work of the 
association, which exists to serve the people, not to govern the autonomy 
of any church. I hope to see you there!

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North 
Little Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas 
writes, “Norma could not attend 
the Bible study on Thursday night 
at Ramon and Rosa’s house, but 
her daughter, Lizeth came for 
the first time, accompanied by 
her little son. As always, we had 
a good time studying the Word 
of God, and this time, the gospel 
was presented through the story of 
Cornelius, the Roman Centurion, 
narrated in Acts 10. It is evident 
that the Holy Spirit is working in 
some lives. Let us pray that they 
all come to repentance.
 “On Sunday, I heeded an invita-
tion from our new mother church, 
First Baptist Church in Caldwell, 
whose pastor is Michael Hight. 
In the morning meeting, I had 
the privilege of preaching on ‘An 
Exhortation to Holy Living and 
Its Implications,’ based on I Peter 
1:13-25. In the evening, I had the 
opportunity to present the Grow-
ing in Christ Church Planting 
project. It was a good opportunity 
to get to know the members of the 
mother church and for them to get 
to know my family.

 “The greatest thing about all this 
is that, for the first time, Oscar Lo-
pez preached in our congregation. 
According to reports,  he did very 
well. Oscar is one of the four men 
who are studying at the Bible In-
stitute. We thank God for the lives 
of these four men (Oscar Lopez, 
Oscar Gomez, Fernando Rivera 
and Jamin Navarro) and the fruits 
that we are already enjoying. Let us 
continue to pray for these brothers.
 “We give thanks to the First 
Baptist Church who have opened 
the doors of their hearts to support 
this mission in North Little Rock.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “Attendance 
improved compared to last week. 
The sick recovered and we were able 
to see them in the congregation.
 “This week, we were able to start 
a new sermon and study series. We 
want every disciple at Ebenezer to 
have a basic ‘Bible Overview.’ Last 
Sunday, we gave an introduction 
with general Bible facts. Next, we 
will begin with the first stage of 
the Bible — Creation. Pray that 
each Ebenezer attendee will not 
only have knowledge of God’s 
Word but also be able to live it. 
Pray that God will connect me 

with new people for the purpose 
of sharing the gospel with them.
 “There are some who ask me 
how they can help. Almost always, 
my answer is… pray, pray, pray to 
God! I believe, that to establish 
a new church, its fundamental 
base is to pray. Only God, in a 
supernatural way, will plant a new 
church. You are my partners and 
you sustain us. Your prayer to the 
Father will do great wonders. To 
God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “Praise God, what a 
day Sunday! We had a wonderful 
morning service! First, we set a 
new record for attendance, and we 
only had a few empty chairs. Then 
the church completely surprised 
Karen and me with a very sweet 
and generous gift and many kind 
words for Pastor’s Appreciation 
Day. They got to see me cry again. 
I can’t help it, I’m a bawler.
 “Then, after the morning ser-
vice, we all went to Bull Shoals 
Lake and had a baptism for our 
two newest members. And they 
got to see me cry again.
 “We topped it off with a great 
study in the evening, and everyone 
was engaged and participating. I 
think we all came away stronger in 
the Word and closer to God. The 
Lord truly blessed the whole day. 
My heart is full!
 “Thank you for your prayers for 
us, Flippin, our community and 
the people God wants us to reach 
here. Please continue because He 
is hearing and answering them.”
 The Table, Springdale: Clin-
ton Morris writes, “There is lots 
of sickness descending upon our 
church family. Several of my kids 
have been sick over the last two 
weeks and other families within 
the church also have sick kids. I 
am praying this all goes back to 
normal soon.
 “DeAnna and I had to cancel 
our Monday Night Event for the 
last two weeks due to sickness. We 
have decided to publicly cancel it 
until January. Pray for our outreach 
contacts as we continue to try to 
meet people.”
 Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan 
Clay writes, “We had a great night 
of fellowship and worship at Faith 
Journey this week! We had music 
and chili with all the fixings. 
 “We continued our study of 
Joshua and shared with each other 
about the victories God has had in 
our lives. In Joshua 12, we see a sum-

mary of all the battles the Israelites 
had that ended in victory. We’ve 
learned, through the Scriptures, that 
Jesus already provided victory to us 
from our sins on the cross.
 “Keep praying over our mission. 
We are starting to see lives that 
are growing in faith among those 
who are faithfully attending Faith 
Journey. God is working and His 
presence is felt at every meeting. We 
are so excited to see what God has 
in store for us in the days ahead.”
 Misión Gracia Soberana (Sov-
ereign Grace), NWA: Roberto 
Marcelletti writes, “After we make 
the connection with people and they 
are exposed to the gospel, we invite 
them to our initial Bible study that 
we have designed for new converts 
and all who come to our mission, no 
matter if they have any background 
of having gone to churches. This 
initial discipleship is called, ‘Are 
you Safe?’ The purpose is to encour-
age them to examine themselves 
through the Word whether their 
conversion is credible and whether 
they are bearing ‘fruits worthy of 
repentance’ (Matt. 3:8). There is 
nothing more important in this life 
than their eternal destiny. They are 
encouraged to examine what their 
spiritual condition is despite being 
new believers the true believer bears 
fruit, to analyze the reason he put his 
faith in Christ, and that the correct 
motivation is the need for justice, 
for having broken the moral law of 
God — the 10 Commandments — 
and that for breaking that law he is 
worthy of punishment from that 
justice. If he approached another 
need such as a better life, because 
of the need for work or some other 
need, that is not the right motiva-
tion and may be engaged, and it is 
best to meditate on the right gospel. 
There are five lessons in which we 
analyze the biblical gospel.
 “This week, we continue to pre-
pare people through discipleship. 
On Monday, we meet in Springdale 
with a beloved couple who have 
many desires to know Christ and 
advance in the Christian life and 
also a woman who accompanies us 
and who is very happy with what 
she is learning each week.
 “Thursday, we continued with 
this young man who. Apart from 
discipleship, we are giving him 
biblical counseling and give him 
tasks to do at home. He has begun 
to write a diary and joyfully tells the 
progress he has had week-by-week, 
hand-in-hand with the Lord.
 “Friday, at our apartment, the 
largest group arrived this week — 10 
people — and we had a very special 
time of worship, prayer of word and 
companionship. Preparing them for 
our first service in November fills 
us with joy and much expectation. 
They are eager for us to start what 
we have planned on Sunday, Nov. 
13 at 12:30 p.m. We are making 
some arrangements, such as notices, 
banners and invitations. I appreciate 
your prayers for this service.
 “A couple arrived last night for 

biblical counseling and we were 
late talking about what the Bible 
says about relationships and how 
a couple who wants to start a life 
together should start. They were 
encouraged to pray, strengthen a 
friendship and that the purpose of 
Christian courtship is marriage.”
 Pea Ridge: Jake McCandless 
writes, “We’re facing one of our 
first challenges as the building 
we’re using for our monthly col-
lective gathering and Sunday con-
nection will no longer be available 
after October. We will continue to 
have our Connection Group there 
on Sundays and will have our next 
collective worship night on Oct. 23. 
Pray that a new place will open. 
We are disappointed because this 
space seemed to fit our need and 
aim, but are already in the process 
of searching. A partnership pos-
sibility has come to light. 
 “One of our Connection Group 
coaches, Brian and I went to a house 
meeting in Siloam Springs this 
week with the ministry Genera-
tion 2 Generation. We have been 
leaning on their multi-generational 
model. They are from the UK, so it 
was great to connect with them.
 “Our Woodbridge Connec-
tion Group also celebrated a group 
member’s birthday at the Exeter 
Corn Maze. We had great fellowship 
bumping on the go-cart track and 
finding our way through the maze.”

Paul White
executive Director

arstamis@comcast.net

Donna Webb, Administrative Asst.; (501) 565-4601
E-Mail: bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com

Office Location: 10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, AR 72209  
Mailing Address: PO Box 195514, Little Rock, AR 72219

www.bmaARmissions.com
Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, The Table, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Bryan Clay, Faith Journey, Benton; (501) 522-0079
Roberto Marcelletti, Misión Gracia Soberana, NW Ark.; (936) 202-7988

Jake McCandless, Epic Life, Pea Ridge; (501) 472-9079

rider is called Faithful and True. 
With justice he judges and makes war. 
He eyes are like blazing fire, and on 
his head are many crowns. He has 
a name written on him that no one 
knows but he himself. He is dressed 
in a robe dipped in blood, and his 
name is the Word of God. The armies 
of heaven were following him, riding 
on white horses and dressed in fine 
linen white and clean. Coming out 
of his mouth is a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations. He 
will rule them with an iron scepter. 
He treads out the winepress of the 
fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 
On his robe and on his thigh he has 
this name written: King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 19:11-16).
 This Lord’s Day, please wor-
ship Him who has saved you by 
His grace, bought by the blood of 
Christ and has provided for you 
a rescue — an escape — from the 
coming Day of the Lord.

DAY OF LORD
(Continued From Page 3)

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Charity, Ward received one by 
baptism and one by letter; Keith Lewis, 
pastor. 
 Crossroads, Warren witnessed 
one by baptism, Maxwell McGraw, 
son of Pastor Sidney McGraw.
 Friendship, Greenbrier gained 
one by baptism; James Crews, pastor.
 Old Hickory, Hattieville added 
one by letter; Blake Martin, pastor.
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 I’m feeling extra happy and grateful! October 4 marked my one-year 
anniversary working with Lifeword, and I feel extremely blessed to work 
with the absolute greatest team and to play a small role in helping to 
make His name famous around the world. It’s been an incredible year 
and I cannot wait to see what all God is going to do!
 Lifeword Sunday is right around the corner, and we are gearing up 
for an amazing day as our churches prepare to set aside time to pray for, 
celebrate and give to the ministry of Lifeword. Our mission and purpose 
is to share the good news of Jesus to every tribe, tongue and nation! “And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all 
the nations…” (Matt. 24:14 NKJV).
 If you have not already done so, please get your church registered so 
we will know who is participating and can help you get all the resources 
you need. When you visit the Lifeword Sunday page you will now find 
a media kit that includes tools like social media posts, digital versions 
of the poster and bulletin insert, images to use on your announcement 
screen and a promotional video. We hope you will find these to be help-
ful in your efforts to promote Lifeword Sunday in your church.
 Visit lifeword.org/lifeword-sunday to register, access the media kit 
or make a donation. Pastors, your registration will automatically enter 
you into the drawing for a free MacBook Air.
 Would you partner with Lifeword as we use media ministry around 
the world to share the gospel in the heart languages of those viewing 
and listening to our message?

T-Shirts
 “No Borders” t-shirts are selling 
like crazy! If you plan to place an 
order, please do so ASAP so we can 
be sure to get them to you before 
Oct. 23. You can have them shipped 
directly to you or you can choose to 
pick them up at the Lifeword office 
in Conway. You can access these 
through the Lifeword Sunday page 
or by visiting lifeword.myshopify.
com/collections/lifeword-sunday-
t-shirts. Adult and youth short-sleeve shirts are $15, and adult long-
sleeve shirts are $22.

It’s Almost Time
By Jennifer Harrell, Director of Church Connections

 Galatians 5:22-23 includes “pa-
tience” as a part of the Fruit of the 
Spirit. For many of us, the discipline 
of patience is a difficult one to imple-
ment and even more difficult to stick 
with over time. Yet patience pays off 
in both the spiritual realm and the 
financial realm.
 Longtime Berkshire Hathaway 
Vice Chair Charlie Munger states: 
“It’s waiting that helps you as an in-
vestor, and a lot of people just can’t 
stand to wait.”
 Adam Grossman shares, “Why aren’t people patient? It stems, in my 
view, from the dynamic of compound interest. This is the idea that money 
grows very slowly at first but then accelerates over time as the dollars get 
larger. A young person with just $1,000 in savings, for example, would see 
just a $100 gain if the market rose by 10%. But an older person, with maybe 
$1 million in savings, would enjoy growth of $100,000 in that same year.
 “Problem is, it can be tough to wait. It does take a lot of patience to 
continue contributing to one’s savings during the early years when the 
gains feel so modest. That’s why some investors look for shortcuts such 
as speculative stocks. In my opinion, though, ‘shiny objects’ like this are 
traps. The most reliable path to wealth, in my experience, is to do the 
hard work of being patient.”
 This year has been a brutal one in the financial markets with stock values, 
along with our retirement account balances, plummeting. How should we 
respond? Trust in the Lord and remember the “power of patience!”
 
Want to Learn More?
 Contact us today by visiting ministersresourceservices.com/contact 
to let us know how we can help you build your Future Funded Ministry 
or schedule your free financial assessment. You can also call us at (844) 
262-8637.

The Power of Patience
By Dr. Steve Crawley, Executive Director • Ministers Resource Services

thing we needed at such a critical 
time was for people to panic. I did 
enough of that for them.
 During the protracted outage, 
the campus-wide network was 
inaccessible to faculty, staff and 
students while the IRT worked 
with IT to not only restore all sys-
tems and preserve data, but also to 
strengthen and fortify the network 
to prevent any such future incidents.
Restoration and Recovery
 We were blessed to have re-
dundant off-site backups. Though 
ransomware detonation was suc-
cessful on 262 endpoints — about 
half of our total — remediation and 
recovery activities were eventu-
ally successful. Those activities in-
cluded: restoration from backups, 
reimaging servers, hardening the 

ATTACK
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gel Fall Invitational on the Stewart 
Golf Course. Alyssa Hagewood, 
Abby Kirby and Laney Crutch-
field were the three competitors 
entered for CBC. Hagewood fin-
ished with a first-round 79 to put 
her in sixth place, four shots off the 
leader from Kansas Wesleyan. Kirby 
opened with 95 and Crutchfield 
posted an opening round 98.

Men’s Golf
 • Springfield, Mo., Oct. 10 
— Returning to the course for 
the first time in two weeks, CBC 
teed off in the first round of the 
Evangel Fall Invitational at the Bill 
and Payne Stewart Golf Course. 
CBC shot an opening round 303 
to put themselves in second place, 
15 shots off the leaders and hosts 

from Evangel. Individually, Kit-
sakon Jairak opened with a +4 74 
to sit in a tie for third, 12 strokes 
off the lead. Jakub Slapal was next, 
one shot behind Jairak in a tie for 
fifth. Three other Mustangs, Paul 
Gomez, Suraprat Pareepart and 
Joaquin Ali each shot 77s to put 
them in a tie for eighth place.

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Calvary, White Hall is seeking 
a bi-vocational worship leader. Re-
sumes can be sent to castlebclan@
yahoo.com. For more information, 
contact Pastor Rodney Castleberry 
at (501) 977-4772.
 County Line Baptist Church in 
Marvell is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Inquiries may be made to Tommie 
Shackelford at (870) 338-2873.
 Fairview Baptist Church in 
Blytheville is seeking a full-time 
pastor. For more information call 
or text Rodney Cooper at 870-
278-1797 or email at cooperr@
manilaschools.org.
 Calvary Baptist Church in 
Arlington, Texas is seeking a full-
time pastor. Resumes may be sent 
to resumes@calvarybaptistarling-
ton.org or Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 2021 
S. Davis, Arlington, Texas 76010.
 Franklin Street Baptist Church 
in Farmerville, La. is seeking a full-
time pastor. Resumes may be sent 
to Search Committee, P.O. Box 
268, Farmerville, La. 71241.
 Meadowside Baptist Church 
in Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Contact Greg 
Hardister at (620) 704-6860.
 Pine Brook Baptist Church 
in Tyler, Texas is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Resumes may be 
sent to Pine Brook Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 7121, Tyler, Texas 75711 
or pinebrookpastorsearch@gmail.
com before Oct. 14.

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 Gospel Concert, Oct. 16; 6:00 
p.m., featuring Destined for Glory; 
First, Damascus; Daniel Williams, 
pastor. 
 Art for Water Gala, Oct. 18; 5:30 
p.m. - Meet and Greet, 6:30 p.m. 
-Dinner and Program; Governor’s 
Mansion, Little Rock.
 Lifeword Sunday, Oct. 23.
 Fall Festival, Oct. 26, 6-8 p.m.; 
Calvary, Morrilton. 
 Truck or Treat, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m.; 
Fellowship, Walnut Ridge; John Dur-
ham, pastor.
 Friends and Family Day, Oct. 
30; 9:45 a.m. Sunday School; 10:45 
Worship; pot luck to follow; Kingsland, 
Kingsland; Rick Bolin, pastor.
 Worship & Praise, Oct. 30; 10:30 
a.m.; featuring Measure of Grace; 
White’s Chapel, Rosston; David 
Heckman, pastor. 
 BMA of Arkansas, Nov. 3-4; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 National Senior Adult Confer-
ence, Nov. 15-17; Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson.
 BMA of America, April 25-27, 
2023; Antioch Baptist Church, Con-
way.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
23-26, 2023; Stoneridge Baptist 
Camp, Smithville.
 SOAR Student Conference, 
July 3-5, 2023; Gaylord Texan Hotel, 
Grapevine, Tex.

DeathsDeaths
 Norma Jean Dees, 87 of Texarkana, 
passed away Oc. 6. She was a member 
of Antioch East Baptist Church in 
Magnolia. 
 Bill Duggan, 83 of Magnolia, 
passed away Oct. 6. He was a member 
of First Baptist Church.
 Phyllis Brown Blackshire, 72 of 
Jerusalem, passed away Oct. 5. She 
was a member of Old Hickory Baptist 
Church in Hattieville.
 Donald Larry Huitt, 75 of Warren, 
passed away Aug. 24. He was a member 
of Cross Roads Baptist Church.

RevivalsRevivals
 Kaley Hill, Quitman, Brush Arbor; 
Oct. 14-16, 7 p.m.; Jim Goodson pastor.
 Antioch, Hampton, Oct. 16-19, 7 
p.m.; Jim Moss, evangelist.
 Cross Roads, Warren, Oct. 17-19, 
7 p.m.; Richard Gambill, evangelist; 
Sidney McGraw, pastor.
 Old Hickory, Hattieville, Oct. 
23-26; Sunday, 5:30 – Jordan Bowen; 
Monday, 6:30 – Shawn Hammontree, 
Wednesday, 6:30 – Jordan Bowen; Blake 
Martin, pastor.
 Milligan Ridge, Manilla, Oct. 24-
28, 7 p.m.; Hershel Conley, evangelist; 
Mike Colvin, pastor.
 Kingsland, Kingsland, Nov. 2-4, 7 
p.m.; Jeremy Horton, evangelist; Rick 
Bolin, pastor. 
 Bethel, Forrest City, Nov. 6-8, 7 
p.m.; Marty Cantwell, pastor.system and blocking all identified 

files and network indicators of 
compromise. On Feb. 24, 2022, res-
toration was deployed with critical 
systems brought up first. Over the 
next three weeks, the restoration 
continued, which extended six to 
seven weeks for some systems.
Evil to Good
 As usual, God took what was in-
tended for evil and brought us good 
from it. Here’s a list of upgrades 
to our network infrastructure:
 • One added storage server and 
one new server host,
 • New Firewall and software to 
monitor and detect threats,
 • Deployment of Multi-factor 
Authentication for all systems,
 • Installation of Carbon Black 
on every server and computer on 
campus — 253 endpoints,
 • Determined Personal Iden-
tifiable Information (PII) that 

was exfiltrated and informed the 
person(s) of the breach via US 
Mail, as required by law and
 • Review of other recommenda-
tions to further harden our servers.
 Thanks to the excellent service 
rendered by Brotherhood Mutual, 
CBC only had to pay the insurance 
deductible. That saved the college 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
No Ransom Paid!
 It’s important to note that no ran-
som was paid to the hackers thanks 
to the swift response by CBC’s 
administration and IT department 
and the tireless efforts of the FBI, 
IRT and Brotherhood Mutual.
 Executive Editor’s Note: See re-
lated article on page 1 of this issue 
to understand the immediate need 
related to this attack on the college.
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