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CBC Services for the BMA 
Of Arkansas Meeting 

By Duffy Guyton, CBC Director of Church Relations
 Central Baptist College is 
grateful and honored to welcome 
the pastors, ministers and messen-
gers of the BMA of Arkansas to 
the CBC campus for the BMA of 
Arkansas Annual Session, which 
will be held on Nov. 3-4.
 All the breakout sessions on 
Thursday, Nov. 3 from 1-2:30 
p.m. are on the third floor of the 

Watkins Building, and the BMA 
of Ark. State Missions Committee 
will meet in the Mitchell Lecture 
Hall on the second floor of the 
Watkins Building. There will be 
designated signage to help direct 
you to the meetings.
 Throughout the event, CBC 
will provide complimentary wa-
ter and coffee in the foyer area of 
Cooper Complex. An information 
table will be set up outside the 
Burgess Auditorium to help you 
with any questions you may have.
 CBC Dining Services will be 
offering delicious and affordable 
meals in the Mabee Student Ser-
vices Complex. Meal tickets are $8 
for lunch and $7 for dinner, and 
may be purchased in advance at the 
CBC information table during the 
event. Menus will be available at 
the CBC information table, or you 
can view menus online by visiting 
the Central Baptist College Din-
ing Services Facebook page.
 The vendor/display area infor-
mation tables will be assigned in 
the Cooper Complex for those 
who want to set up a display. To 
request space for your ministry, 
complete the online request form 
(tiny.cc/bmaarvendor2022). Prior-
ity will be given to the departments 
and ministries of the BMA of Ark. 
and other BMAA-recognized 
organizations through the BMA 
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 Information Services is a resource center for BMA America. Infor-
mation Services maintains contact and other information about our 
national association, departments, agencies and auxiliary ministries. This 
information is made available through a published BMA Church Direc-
tory. The information is also accessible at www.bmaamerica.org 
 This resource exists for the benefit of our entire BMA family, but its 
value depends directly on your participation!
 Why Do We Collect This Information? Accurate information em-
powers communication, and effective communication is a vital element 
to any healthy organization. Information also provides valuable insights 
such as changes in leadership and kingdom-impacting statistics that 
influence how associational leaders react to the needs of our churches.
 What is the process and how can my church be involved? Our 
process is changing slightly to make it easier and more user-friendly. 
The annual directory will now be published and available at the BMA 
National Meeting each April.
 • Church and staff updates can be made any time online at bmaamerica.

What is BMA
Information Services?

By John Meriweather, Director of Operations • BMA America

See MEETING, Page 5
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 Roger Pearce, who has served 
as pastor of Grace Baptist Church 
in Russellville for the last 27 years 
and has been in the ministry for 
51 years, is retiring from full-time 
ministry effective Dec. 4. He will 
still be available for preaching ap-
pointments and can be reached at 
(479) 264-5423.
 Central Baptist Church in 
Texarkana is seeking a youth pas-
tor. Resumes may be sent to youth-
searchcbc@gmail.com or Central 
Baptist Church Youth Search, 
2117 E. 35th St., Texarkana, Ark. 
71854.

 We are just a week out from the 93rd Annual Session of the BMA of 
Arkansas and the associated activities and meetings. I pray that you have 
attendance and participation in this year’s meetings on your calendar and 
have made hotel reservations (if necessary) so you won’t miss any part 
of this year’s packed event!  But even more importantly, I am request-
ing your prayers as we hit this final stretch of preparations to present an 
organized, meaningful and blessed session.
 Don’t forget, our annual session begins with the State Brotherhood 
and WMA meetings Thursday morning at 10 a.m., followed by some 
carefully chosen breakout sessions (at 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.) to encourage 
and inspire you toward healthy local churches. The Missionary Com-
mittee meeting is at 4 p.m.
 We all should be looking forward to a time of evening worship led by the 
CBC Band, Worship Choir and the Singers, in preparation for the annual 
message by Hershel Conley, pastor of The Bridge Church in Mountain 
Home. We will then enter into our first business session and hear reports 
from our various national and state ministries. Friday morning, we pick 
up with a Pastor Appreciation Breakfast, sponsored by CBC at 7:30 a.m. 
and our morning business session beginning at 9 a.m.
 As we are praying for our entire meeting, for our host Central Baptist 
College, speakers and ministry leaders, I encourage you all to take time in 
your local church this Sunday to not only have corporate prayer for the meet-

See You Next Week!
By Michael Battenfield, President • BMA of Arkansas
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 For eight years, I have served at 
the BMA Global Missions Center, 
mostly through writing. Recently, I 
have been asked to serve in another 
area — BMA Life. Focused on our 
people and churches, this website 
(bmalife.com) and Facebook page 
(facebook.com/BMALife) is be-
ing repurposed just for you.
 The vision for this initiative is to 
celebrate our people and churches, 
encourage each other and unify our 
fairly small but mighty association 
that does big things for the Lord. 
There are many inspiring stories 

BMA Life
Is Back!

By Holly Meriweather

See BMA LIFE, Page 8
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Dealing with Difficult 
Students
 Over the years, we have all dealt 
with students that we might have 
wanted to hand off to another 
youth group. Their difficult natures 
can take the shape of disrespect, 
apathy and, sometimes, just plain 
meanness. It can be frustrating as 
you start moving forward in your 
group and are held back by that 
one kid. So, what do we do? Do we ban the student from student ministry 
gatherings? Let’s call that the nuclear option and we will discuss that toward 
the end of the article. However, I think there are some things that we can 
do to pull the student into the mix and hopefully avoid the harder calls:
 • Work on the relationship. Sometimes, a student just needs more of 
you. Have you spent time trying to get to know the student? Do you know 
what they are passionate about? Have you simply paused and listened to 
them? Students want to be heard and to know that you care about them. 
Especially in small to mid-sized churches, it is vital that you spend time 
with your students. You don’t even have to like them at first. You do have 
to start with a love for them and an understanding that God loves them. It 
may be uncomfortable but put in the effort and work on the relationship.
 • Connect the student with another adult. You are not going to con-
nect with every student. It is impossible. You have a unique personality and 
gifting. You can love all your students and show care for them, but there are 
times when you need other adults in your student ministry to latch onto 
the tough kids. Church youth groups can be tricky things. In some cases, we 
reach kids before we reach their parents. In others, we reach a family, and 
the students are just thrust into a group they didn’t choose. It is important to 
know that not everyone is there because of your great youth talks and win-
some personality. That reality forces us to see that not all students are going 
to connect with us. Make sure you have a good team around you that wants 
to do the hard work of forming relationships with all types of students.
 • Discuss the issue with your pastor. Don’t leave your lead pastor 
out of the loop. A disruptive student will have parents, and your actions 
inside the youth ministry can affect the family. The domino effect has 
the potential to impact the church.
 • Talk with your student leaders. It is important to provide students 
with the opportunity to grow through leadership. A youth council or other 
groups in your ministry can provide those opportunities. These students 
can help you navigate some difficult relationships. A disruptive student 
is not easy to miss. Their behavior impacts the entire group. Talk with 
your student leaders and see what they would suggest. They may have a 
solution. Get them involved. This is their group.
 • Consider the harder choices. Ultimately, as the youth pastor or 
student ministry worker, you have been called to invest in the young people 
in your church. If there is one student that is making that impossible, 
then it is time to consider the harder choices: Talk with the parents. 
Explain the situation and your desire to resolve it. Put an ultimatum 
in place with the student. If they are unwilling to behave in a manner 
that allows others to learn, then they will not be allowed to participate.
 And finally, here it is, the real nuclear option (if all other options fail). If 
this student is a church member and unwilling to make changes, it may 
be time to consider church discipline. Is that a crazy idea? No. If they are 
converted church members, they have made a covenant together with other 
believers. We are not just talking about a “boys will be boys” situation. We 
are looking at scenarios where the disruptive student is actively standing 
in the way of believers growing in their faith and unbelievers coming to 
faith in Christ. If we consider the “nuclear option,” we should be looking 
for restoration rather than running someone off. And full disclosure, I 
haven’t had to drop the atomic bomb in any of my ministry postings, but 
it is the logical place that meaningful membership will take us.
 Hopefully, as you work with difficult students, you will find great success 
in just spending a little more time with them. If you land on the harder 
choices, always act and move forward in love. We want all our students 
to know and love Jesus. We don’t want to simply dismiss some because 
they talk too much or are disrespectful. Our goal is gospel transforma-
tion rather than behavior modification. Even if they are difficult for us, 
let’s give them Jesus!

Men’s Soccer
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 18 — 
Trying to snap their current win-
less streak, CBC was at Spartan 
Field for an American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) contest 
against Missouri Baptist Univer-
sity (MBU). CBC (8-5-3, 1-3-2 
AMC) couldn’t answer a pair of 
MBU (9-4, 3-2 AMC) goals in 
the first half, falling 2-0.

Women’s Soccer
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 18 — 
Looking to run their current AMC 
winning streak to three straight, 
CBC was on Spartan Field for a 
conference tilt against Missouri 
Baptist. CBC (6-8-1, 3-3 AMC) 
only took one shot and allowed 
two goals in each half, falling to 
MBU (9-4-2, 5-1 AMC) 4-0.
 • Conway, Oct. 22 — Playing 
their final Saturday match of the 
season at home, CBC hosted the 
Stars of Stephens College in an 
AMC contest on Senior Day at 
the Centennial Soccer Complex. 
In a hard-fought match, CBC 
(6-8-2, 3-3-1 AMC) was unable 
to put a ball into the Stephens (1-
12-3, 1-3-2 AMC) net, ending the 
match in a scoreless draw. 

Men’s Golf
 • Nixa, Mo., Oct. 18 — Cling-
ing to a 10-shot lead entering the 
final round, CBC looked to put the 
clamps on the title on the course at 
Fremont Hills Country Club. CBC 
would close with a final round 302 
to finish with a 605 and the cham-
pions by eight strokes over AMC 
rival Missouri Baptist for their first 
tournament win since the 2020 
Freed-Hardeman Fall Invitational. 
Individually, Jakub Slapal would 
be the individual champion, win-
ning by one stroke after shooting a 
final round 74 to win over Missouri 

Sports
News

By Erik Holth

Dan Carson 
Director

Matters
Phone: (479) 790-7808

bmayouthdepartment@gmail.com
www.StudentMinistryMatters.com

BMA of Arkansas Youth Department
1410 North Porter Rd. • Fayetteville, AR 72703

Student MinistryBaptist’s Triston Buckley.
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 24 — For 
the second week in a row, a CBC 
men’s golfer has been selected as 
the AMC golfer of the week. Jakub 
Slapal earned his first career selec-
tion this week following Kitsakon 
Jairak’s selection last week.  
Slapal won the Fremont Hills 
Challenge individually, shooting 
a three-over-par 145 to win the 
tournament by one stroke and lead 
the team to their first tournament 
win in over two years. It was Sla-
pal’s first career win and his third 
consecutive top-five.

Women’s Basketball
 • Conway, Oct. 19 — CBC 
Coach Lyle Middleton has com-
pleted his 2022-23 recruiting class 
and announces eight new Mustangs 
joining the stables this fall: Emma 
Bates from Paragould, where she 
was a three-time all-state selection 
and three-time defensive MVP at 
Greene County Tech, where she also 
finished as the school’s all-time lead-
er in steals, assists and three-pointers; 
Kenzie Parker, who is currently 
playing women’s soccer, comes to 
CBC from North Arkansas College 
where she averaged eight points and 
five rebounds per game over two sea-
sons; Jenell Light, a native of Cuba, 
Mo., comes to CBC from Greenville 
College; Olivia Lambrigtsen, who 
hails from Mount Morris, Ill., joins 
the Mustangs from Kishwaukee 
College in the Chicago area, where 
she was a first-team All-Arrowhead 
Conference selection and a first-
team All-Region IV selection last 
season; Rhys Anderson comes to 
CBC from Seminole State in Okla-
homa, where she averaged a very 
balanced, 7.5 points, 4.3 rebounds 
and 3.3 assists per game over the last 
two seasons; Kristan Hargrove, a 
native of Marshall, comes to CBC 
from North Arkansas College as 
well, where she shot over 50% from 
three in her two seasons; Tamara 
Christmas comes to CBC from 
Lincoln Trail College in Ill., where 
she played in 25 games last season; 

and Maele Van Houtert, a native of 
the Netherlands, joins the Mustangs 
from fellow NAIA institution Wil-
liam Penn, where she redshirted last 
season.
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 24 — The 
AMC has released the 2022-23 
women’s basketball preseason poll 
and CBC was picked eighth by the 
AMC coaches. CBC is coming off a 
15-16 season and their third straight 
trip to the AMC Tournament.

Cross Country
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 22 — 
Competing for the final time before 
the conference championship, CBC 
was on the course at Francis Park for 
the St. Louis Fall Classic. CBC had 
two runners compete in the meet — 
Ally Swaim and Ashleigh Gross-
Mitchell. Swaim posted a time of 
24:56.33 and Gross-Mitchell set a 
time of 25:12.56.

Men’s Basketball
 • St. Louis, Mo., Oct. 24 — 
The AMC released their preseason 
men’s basketball poll and CBC 
was chosen to finish fourth in the 
AMC this season. The Mustangs 
were fourth in the AMC last year 
and made the AMC semifinals for 
the fifth straight season.

Wrestling
 • Conway, Oct. 24 — CBC 
Coach Ken Prophete has final-
ized his recruiting class for the 
upcoming 2022-23 season. Five 
recruits will join the wrestling team 
when the season gets underway in 
November: Darron Harvey, Jr., a 
heavyweight, comes to CBC after 
spending the last couple of years 
at Arkansas Baptist; Isaiah Hen-
drix, also from Arkansas Baptist 
will wrestle at 141 pounds; David 
Corretjer comes to CBC from 
West Palm Beach, Fla. and will 
wrestle at 125 pounds; Caelyn 
Pettis is a native of Searcy and 
will also compete at 141 pounds; 
and Guillermo Ramos comes to 
CBC from Hialeah, Fla. and will 
wrestle at 157 pounds.

 CBC Men’s Golf team after winning the tournament in Nixa, Mo. (L/R) Emmanuel LaBeur, Suraprat Pareepart, 
Jakub Slapal, Kitsakon Jairak, Paul Gomez, Joaquin Ali and Anupon Wandee.
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Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

Building Leaders
Around You
 In The Mythical Leader: The Seven 
Myths of Leadership, Ron Edmon-
son stated: “The longer I am in lead-
ership, the more I realize I may not 
always know the real health of my 
team or organization at any given 
time — at least as much as others 
do.” You can mistakenly think, just 
because someone is silent, that they 
are in agreement, that is why open 
communication is so vitally impor-
tant. Ron continued, “Never assume 
people are on board because they 
have not indicated otherwise.” Are 
you having the right conversations 
with the right people on the right 
subjects?
 Ron’s myth number one is that a 
position will make you a leader, but 
that is the lowest level of leadership. 
Hebrews 13:7 says, “Remember them 
which have the rule over you, who have 
spoken unto you the word of God: whose 
faith follow, considering the end of their 
conversation.” We are to follow the 
spiritual leaders who lead well be-
cause, in verse 17, Scripture instructs 
us to submit to them because they 
will have to give an account one 
day for their leadership. Are you 
a leader worth following? Are you 
able to say, with confidence, what 
Paul challenged his followers with, 
“Imitate me as I imitate Christ?”
 In Edmonson’s Mythical Leader, 
myth #1 is “A Position Will Make 
Me a Leader.” John Maxwell also 
teaches that your position is the 
lowest level of leadership. This is 
where people will follow you only 
because of the position you have. 
There is some great validation from 
rank, but it will wear out quickly if 
not backed up with a godly char-
acter and a biblical example. Quite 
honestly, there are people in your 
church who follow only because 
they are supposed to follow, and 
if you have to declare loudly that 
you are the leader, you probably 
are not. There is normally respect 
for the office of the pastor, but it 
can be built upon or squandered.
 Maxwell gave five levels of lead-
ership because the longer you stay 

at level 1 (the position only), your 
influence is determined primarily 
by your job description and team 
morale will remain very low. Level 
1, position, is the level of rights. 
Level 2, permission, is the level of 
relationships where people begin 
to follow you because they want to. 
Level 3, production, is the level of 
results as people notice what you 
are doing and how you are leading. 
Level 4, people development, is the 
level of reproduction and they have 
witnessed how you have empowered 
other leaders. Level 5, personhood, 
is the level of respect and is rare air!
 The reality is that leadership is 
earned and some people, no matter 
how hard you try or how well you 
lead, resist and will even refuse to 
be led. That does not remove your 
responsibility to lead well and to be 
the leader Christ has called you to 
be. You must earn respect through 
godly consistency in the position 
where God has placed you. That is 
why most agree that the best and 
most effective years of ministry for a 
pastor do not kick in until years 5-10. 
The greater tragedy is that more 
than half of pastors do not stay at a 
church long enough to experience 
the most productive years.
 There are multiple benefits to 
a long tenure, but begin leading 
from where you are and realize that 
it takes time to build a team that 
is functioning well, the vision is 
clear and is being articulated well. 
People no longer feel like they are 
navigating unfamiliar territory and 
they have watched a leader who 
not only deserves to be followed 
because of the position they hold 
but because of the man of God they 
have watched and observed through 
thick and thin. They now remember 
the times you led with humility 
through the difficult seasons of 
ministry and your faithfulness to 
the Lord, your church and to them.
 Thom Rainer stated, “Most re-
lationships do not establish fully 
until they go through one or two 
major conflicts.” Both leaders and 

members have memories of conflict 
handled poorly and carry wounds 
that can penetrate deeply. It can take 
years for people to be able to trust 
again. Consider checking into some 
resources on how to handle conflict 
biblically and how to handle it well. 
The people you are asking to follow 
you are watching how you navigate 
tumultuous waters, and your influ-
ence can be greatly enhanced or 
diminished by not only doing the 
right thing but doing it the right 
way.
 How do you lead well? Make 
sure you take care of your own soul 
first. Your first priority is not your 
job or ministry but your intimacy 
with Christ. If you are not spiritu-
ally healthy, you cannot expect those 
around you to be healthy. You must 
be willing to make the sacrifices 
necessary and pay the price to have 
intimacy with Christ. Do not allow 
anything to interrupt or distract 
you from this, your first priority. 
Now that you are in His presence, 
make sure every move you make as 
a leader is God-initiated. Remain 
humble in what God is directing 
and always be willing to admit that 
you could be mistaken.
 This brings us to the third leader-
ship principle of seeking the godly 
counsel of others. When God does 
speak and guide you, to whom do 
you need to communicate that? You 
not only need to have a clear vision 
of the direction He is leading you, 
but you must also be able to clearly 
articulate it. Allow others to speak 
into your life because iron does 
sharpen iron and now God is form-
ing a powerful guiding coalition 
that has vetted the process on their 
faces before God, individually and 
corporately. Who needs to know 
and how will you communicate 
what God is leading you to do?

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 I was just thinking about a text I recently received. I was asked if I 
believe in a premillennial return of Christ. My simple reply was, “I cer-
tainly do!” When it comes to the Word of God, I am a literalist. However, 
I am by no means alone in that belief. Some of the great theologians of 
history were/are as well. I must add that I also believe the Bible teaches 
a pretribulation rapture of Christ’s believer… but that’s another column.
The Premise
 Things are not going to get better on our planet. Contrary to what 
some teach, people are not going to become so good that we will usher 
in the Millennium. In fact, the Bible (in II Tim. 3:12-13) says that, in 
the future, believers will be persecuted for living godly lives while evil 
people will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
 There is coming a time of Great Tribulation on earth. It is described as 
“Jacob’s (Israel’s) Trouble” and is projected to be for a period of seven years. 
After that, Jesus will return as the King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 
19:11-16). He will then rule as King of the earth for a period of 1,000 
years. Some say that the Word doesn’t mean an actual 1,000 years, but only 
a very long time. I will address that in a moment. While the Tribulation 
will be Israel’s ruin, the Millennium will be Israel’s restoration.
This is Not a New Belief
 Contrary to what some are teaching today, premillennialism is not a 
recently developed perspective of eschatology. The belief in a 1,000-year 
reign on earth by the King of kings and Lord of lords is a literal, not 
symbolic, doctrine of God’s Word.
 The naysayers regarding this coming event say that its beginning only 
dates back to 1830. However, history does not bear that out at all. There 
were those believers who lived much closer to the end of the first century 
when the Book of Revelation was written who believed and taught about 
a millennial kingdom. I am talking about 2nd and 3rd-century believers 
— not 19th-century Christians.
Writings from Those Early Believers
 One of the earliest writers was a man named Papias (A.D. 60-130) 
who had been a pupil of John the Revelator. Papias taught that “there will 
be a millennium after the resurrection of the dead, when the kingdom 
of Christ will be set up in material form on this earth.”
 Polycarp (A.D. 70-155), like Papias, who was a contemporary of John, 
the writer of the Revelation. In fact, history records that he was a pupil 
of John. Polycarp was a resident of Smyrna and was most definitely a 
premillennialist.
 Justin Martyr (A.D. 100-165), who was Jewish, gave this testimony of 
his position as a premillennialist: “But I and others, who are right-minded 
Christians on all points, are assured that there will be a resurrection of the 
dead, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned 
and enlarged, as the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare.”
 My allotted space in this column will not permit me to list all the 
testimonies of the early believers, but I know that by far the majority 
of the believers in the first three centuries were most certainly premi-
llennialists. Why? Because they lived so close to the time of the New 
Testament writers. It wasn’t until around the 4th century that Augustine 
began to teach an amillennial view of eschatology. That took hold and 
was predominantly taught until the mid-1300s.
The Bible is the Basis for Belief
 While I believe the testimonies of the early followers of Christ are 
important, the Bible is our standard… our basis for true belief. As the 
centuries have passed, various individuals have come up with their own 

I Am a Premillennialist

See MITCHELL, Page 4

RevivalsRevivals
 Kingsland, Kingsland, Nov. 
2-4, 7 p.m.; Jeremy Horton, evan-
gelist; Rick Bolin, pastor. 
 Bethel, Forrest City, Nov. 6-8, 
7 p.m.; Marty Cantwell, pastor.
 First, No. Lewisville, Nov. 20-
23, 7 p.m.; Eric Barbaree, evange-
list; Jerry Evans, interim pastor.

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Greenbrier Men’s Fellowship 
Breakfast, Oct. 29, 8 a.m.; Sands 
Springs, Quitman; Gaylon King, 
pastor.
 Greenbrier District Galileans, 
Oct. 29, 2 p.m.; Antioch, Conway.
 Jonesboro District Brother-
hood, Nov. 8; Center Hill, Jones-
boro.
 Mt. Vernon District Brother-
hood, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m.; Bethel, 
Forrest City.
 Jonesboro District Brother-
hood, Dec. 13; Cathedral, Jones-
boro.
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Journey with JeffJourney with JeffBy Executive Editor
Jeff Herring

Ready for the State Meeting
 I am looking forward to the annual time when we gather together 
as an association to take care of the Lord’s business and celebrate all 
that He has done and is doing through the ministries of the BMA 
of Arkansas. I hope you will make it a priority to be in attendance 
on Thursday and Friday of next week (Nov. 3-4) at Central Baptist 
College. Your attendance and contribution will be an encouragement 
to all of your state officers and departments.

Many Miles
 This past weekend we wrapped up the local association meetings 
by attending the Arkansas Prairie meeting on Friday night at Forks 
Lagrue in DeWitt and then the Howard Association meeting on 
Saturday morning at Center Point in Nashville. Last Saturday (Oct. 
15), Allan and I split up to cover the two meetings on the same day. 
He went to the Judson Association meeting at Bethel #1 in Rison 
and I attended the Jonesboro Association meeting at Prospect in 
Jonesboro. On Oct. 9, I attended the Greenbrier Association meeting 
at First, Damascus and Editor Emeritus Diane Spriggs attended the 
Harmony Association meeting at Spring Lake, Texarkana.
 I share all of this to let you know how important it is for us to get 
out and keep you informed about what is happening with the ministry 
of the Baptist Trumpet. We were able to be personally represented at 
every local association that met this year. As we have shared at each 
meeting, we work for you — the people in the churches of the BMA 
of Arkansas. We are doing our best to inform and inspire you with 
every issue that is produced.

 “Then Abram journeyed by stages to the Negev” (Gen. 12:9).
 Last week I stumbled on an advertisement for luxury river cruises in 
Europe. The brochure featured a picture of the Eiffel Tower lit up against 
the backdrop of a night sky. The way the lights twinkled on the water 
was radiant. The elegance of it all captivated me. On a whim, I asked the 
company to send me more information. 
 When I got home from school last Thursday, a thick Priority Mail 
package with my name on it was sitting in the mailbox. I could not think 
of why I was receiving such “important” mail. I eagerly opened the large 
envelope to find booklet upon booklet outlining every detail of sailing 
on a luxury river cruise in Europe. All notions of starting dinner were 
swept aside as I flipped the pages and dreamed of sailing down the Seine 
River.
 One of the most captivating perks of a luxury river cruise is its all-
inclusive nature. The trip was described as comfortable luxury with no 
hidden costs. Can you imagine having every want and need met for an 
entire week? That sounds like a dream come true to me. If only daily life 
were as simple as boarding an all-inclusive cruise ship.
 In Genesis 12, God calls Abram to leave what he has always known. 
He instructs him to take every ounce of his belongings and head into 
uncharted territory, and then something shocking happens, Abram 
obeys the call. It seems unspiritual to call this interaction shocking, but 
it surprises me every time I read the story. This 75 year-old man loads 
every last dish and blanket, gathers his family and heads out into the 
unknown.
 The text says, “Abram journeyed by stages.” When he said yes to God’s 
call, he was not given an all-inclusive itinerary, complete with glossy 
pictures, detailing what lay ahead. He was given three things. A direc-
tive, a promise that God would show him where to go and a promise of 
blessing if he obeyed. Walking with God happens in stages, and obedi-
ence brings blessing along the way.
 Abram doesn’t let the hidden details of tomorrow delay his obedi-
ence. This faith-filled man gathers his family, loads everything and begins 
walking — every step leading him further from the life he has always 
known, and closer to a place his feet have never tread. And scripture says 
he journeyed by stages. The journey ahead would require daily obedience.
 Today’s blessings are often the fruit of yesterday’s obedience. God is 
good to give us the example of walking with Him in stages. Regardless 
of the unknowns of tomorrow, let us hold to quick obedience today. It is 
important that our obedience is up to date, from every word that comes 
from our lips, down to the smallest thought pattern. Our thoughts and 
words will either lead us into sin or they will lead us to the cross. It is 
never neutral. The journey ahead will happen in stages, and the fruit of 
quick obedience will produce blessing.
 Lord, let it be today that we redirect our gaze toward You. Show us 
hidden sins so that we can repent. Make our feet quick to obey You for 
Your glory and Your purposes. May it be said of us, that when You spoke, 
we moved swiftly into action.

Obedience Brings Blessing
By Anna Wanamaker

Brought to you via www.lifeword.org
611 Locust Street, Conway, AR 72034 • 501.329.6891

distorted views of eschatology. 
Time can most assuredly take 
its toll on history. Today there 
are those who are determined 
to rewrite the past. They are 
choosing to remove mention of the 
Holocaust, the Civil War and other 
events from our history books. 
Such has also been the effect on 
the biblical teaching of the bodily 
return of Christ and the material 
kingdom on earth for a period of 
1,000 years.
 The writer of Revelation was not 
told to mention in passing a long-
time kingdom to come. He was told 
to speak of it six times in the short 
space of four verses. In Revelation 
20, you can read of the following: 
 • Satan will be bound for 1,000 
years.
 • He will not deceive the nations 
until the 1,000 years end.
 • The dead in Christ will come 
to life and reign with the Lord 
until the end of the 1,000 years.
 • The rest of the dead will not 
come to life until the end of the 
1,000 years. Blessed are those of 
the first resurrection — they will 
be priests of God and Christ and 
reign with Him for 1,000 years. 
 • Satan will be released from his 
prison after the 1,000 years con-
clude, to try to deceive the nations.
 Six times a thousand years is 
mentioned. Is that an arbitrary 
number, an estimated amount of 
time? Was the 400 years of captiv-
ity in Egypt just a big number to 
represent many years? Was the 70 
years of captivity in Babylon only 
a large amount of time and not 
a true rendering? If God stated 
those exact numbers then, why 
would He use symbolic numbers in 
these four verses? Because God is 
not the author of confusion. What 
He says, He means!
 I was just thinking, I am truly 
glad to believe in the millennial 
reign of Christ with a fulfilled 
promise to Israel of 1,000 years 
of peace on earth under the King 
of kings and Lord of lords.

MITCHELL
(Continued From Page 3)

ings but to sincerely seek the Lord’s 
direction for all our sister churches 
in the BMA of Arkansas. Pray that 
we will pursue a closer walk with 
the Lord, greater motivation and 
encouragement to minister the pre-
cious gospel of Jesus Christ in our 
communities, and for where each 
local church can fit in in a greater, 
more impactful way in our associa-
tion of churches. And maybe ask 
yourself, “What does it really mean 
to be in an association of churches?”
 See you next week!

PRESIDENT
(Continued From Page 1)

BMA of Arkansas Meeting
Nov. 3-4 • Central Baptist College

Find the latest information
by visiting BaptistTrumpet.com
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 After 51 years of ministry, Roger Pearce is retiring. Grace Baptist 
Church of Russellville, where he has served as pastor since 1995, will 
host a celebration for Bro. Roger and his wife, Debbie on Sunday, Dec. 
4 from 2-5 p.m. in the church’s Family Life Center.
 Pearce grew up in the Old Liberty area of Vilonia and was saved and 
baptized through the ministry of Old Liberty Baptist Church in June of 
1968. Three years later, he surrendered to the ministry during a revival 
service led by A.D. Livingston. Early in his faith, Pearce was mentored 
by Jesse Thomas and Jurl Mitchell, both of whom recommended that 
Pearce attend Central Baptist College, where he earned both a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree. 
 While studying in Conway, Pearce met Debbie Carter, and the two 
married at Emmaus Baptist Church in New Edinburg on June 1, 1974. 
They are the proud parents of 4 children and have 10 grandchildren.
 Over the last five decades, Pearce has served on staff at eight BMA 
churches in four different states. His first pastorate was at Mountain 
View Baptist Church in Woolverton Mountain from 1972-73, and he 
served part-time as the youth pastor at Rose City Immanuel in North 
Little Rock from 1974-75.
 He became pastor of Harmony at West Helena in 1975, moved to 
White Oak Grove in Potosi, Mo. in 1978 and served at Grace at Bryant 
from 1980-83.
 In 1983, Pearce became a full-time BMA interstate missionary when 
he moved to Tacoma, Wash. to become pastor at Grace Baptist Church. 
He and his family remained interstate missionaries when they moved to 
Columbia, Tenn. in 1992 to work with Heartland Baptist.
 The Pearces moved to Russellville in June of 1995, where he has served 
for more than two decades. Pearce’s last message as pastor at Grace will 
be on Dec. 4.
 Throughout his career, Pearce has held a number of leadership roles 
in the BMA, including president of the BMA of Arkansas, treasurer 
of the United Association, chairman of the Board for the BMA Youth 
Camp and a trustee at BMA Theological Seminary.
 Bro. and Mrs. Pearce have relocated to Conway. He is available for 
preaching appointments and can be reached at (479) 264-5423. Their 
address is 58 Hardin Lane, Conway, Ark. 72032.

Pearces to Be Celebrated
By Casey Pearce

 I remember visiting a used bookstore several years ago, and while I 
was there, I stumbled upon a collection of used Sunday School curricu-
lum. This curriculum was supposed to be a book-by-book study of the 
Bible. I was intrigued, so I picked up a book and read through it. It did 
not take me very long to see that the author had skipped many verses 
and even entire chapters.
 Granted, the verses and chapters that were skipped are often consid-
ered “controversial” by many. Indeed, Romans 8-10 has caused many a 
theological debate over the years. I was, however, saddened by the fact 
that a Christian publications ministry would rather skip verses (and 
chapters) than deal with what those verses said. Why be timid when it 
comes to God’s Word?
 I will be the first to say there is no need to cause unnecessary strife 
or friction between brothers and sisters in Christ. However, there is also 
never any need to be ashamed of the Word of God.
 When I became the executive director of Baptist Publishing House 
(several years after the aforementioned bookstore experience), I knew 
we must stand upon God’s Word without any compromise or fear. I will 
admit this is not a popular stand to take in today’s world, where com-
promise is celebrated and cowering is a virtue.
 I believe God’s Word is powerful, authoritative and true. The Apostle 
Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” Certainly, to be unashamed of 
the gospel means we also must be unashamed of the Word of God.
 These convictions are also shared by our writers. The men who write 
for Baptist Publishing House are BMA pastors and educators. They work 
very hard to provide our churches with a true verse-by-verse study of 
God’s Word, and I am grateful for their consistent and selfless work. I 
can assure you it would be much easier to skip the “hard verses” in several 
instances, but we cannot do that because we are men bound by the Word 
of God. We understand our calling is to proclaim God’s Word faith-
fully and without compromise. That is what the churches of the BMA 
of America have commissioned the Baptist Publishing House to do.
 This is not a new concept. The BMA has had many faithful Sunday 
School writers over the years. We are dedicated to preserving this legacy 
of faithful writers, who possess a devotion to the authority of the Bible 
and hold to sound doctrine.
 Throughout the countless hours of writing, editing, correcting and 
rewriting each and every lesson, we have all solidified our conviction 
that we are 100% committed to God’s Word. The phrase “We don’t skip 
verses” is slowly becoming our motto. Second to the Word of God, our 
commitment is to the Doctrinal Statement of the BMA of America. 
Simply put, we will not and cannot produce anything that is not in total 
agreement with this statement.
 Why are we so passionate about it? I think the answer to that ques-
tion can be found in the Doctrinal Statement of the BMA of America, 
Article II:
 • The Scriptures are God’s inerrant revelation, complete in the Old and 
New Testaments, written by divinely inspired men as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit (II Tim. 3:16; II Peter 1:21). Those men wrote not in 
words of human wisdom but in words taught by the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 
2:13).
 • The Scriptures provide the standard for the believer’s faith and prac-
tice (II Tim. 3:16, 17), reveal the principles by which God will judge all 
(Heb. 4:12; John 12:48) and express the true basis of Christian fellow-
ship (Gal. 1:8-9; II John 9-11).
 While the world is critical of such convictions, God is honored. We 
are grateful that the Lord has continued to pour out His blessings upon 
this ministry. Each quarter, more and more churches begin using BMA 
curriculum in their churches, and they have shared good reports about 
how it has helped their people grow in the knowledge of God and His 
Word. Some have even been saved! Indeed, as the Lord said, through 
the Prophet Isaiah, “My Word will not return void.”

We Don’t Skip Verses
By Jordan Tew, Executive Director • Baptist Publishing House

org/annualchurchsurvey. If you 
prefer to provide updates another 
way, please call or email Heather 
Pantoja at heather@bmaamerica.
org or (501) 205-8475.
 • Your church will receive a 
request for annual statistics in 
December with statistics to be 
updated by March 15 f`or the 
previous calendar year.
 • We are shifting our focus 
to making information available 
online. Most of the information 
currently published in the annual 
directory is now available at www.
bmaamerica.org. If you prefer a free 
PDF, one can be emailed to you 
any time. A printed directory will 
be available upon request for $25.
 — Contact John at john@
bmaamerica.org or (501) 499-6810.

INFORMATION
(Continued From Page 1)

of Ark. officers. If you have any 
questions, contact BMA of Ark. 
President Michael Battenfield 
at (501) 253-5830 or pastormi-
chael@gbccavesprings.com. One 
large eight-foot table per ministry 
will be provided. Set up begins 
Wednesday, Nov. 2 from 3-5 p.m. 
and will continue at 7 a.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 3. For any questions 
regarding assistance with displays 
or if you need electricity, please 
contact me at (501) 269- 6784 or 
at dguyton@cbc.edu.
 All parking spaces on the south 
and west sides of the Cooper Com-
plex will be designated “handi-
capped parking” for the duration 
of the meeting. Please follow the 
“Overflow Parking” signage for 
additional parking options. Golf 
carts will be shuttling from these 
lots. Please do not park in the city 
of Conway designated “fire lanes” 
with red curbs. The same rules ap-
ply to parking on any of the adja-
cent streets around campus. These 
are marked with “no parking” signs. 
The City of Conway patrols those 
areas and tickets will be issued for 
any vehicles parked there.
 Please be our guest at the Ap-
preciation Breakfast for pastors 
(and other church leaders) on 
Friday, Nov. 4 at 7:30 a.m. in the 
Community Room in the Mabee 
Student Services Complex. If you 
would like to attend, please RSVP 
by contacting me at (501) 269-
6784 or dguyton@cbc.edu.

MEETING
(Continued From Page 1)

HOMECOMINGSHOMECOMINGS
 95th Anniversary/Homecom-
ing; Central, Prescott; Nov. 6; 
10:00 a.m. – worship (Dr. Tom 
Mitchell, speaker); noon – potluck; 
Roy Johnson, pastor.
 71st Anniversary/Homecom-
ing; First, No. Lewisville; Nov. 
20; 10:30 a.m. – worship (Adam 
Rogers, speaker); noon – potluck; 
Jerry Evans, interim pastor.

DeathsDeaths
 Mamie Mullally, 81 of Plainview, 
passed away Oct. 15. She was a mem-
ber of Fourth Steet Baptist Church in 
West Helena.
 Allen Lusk, 67 of Batesville, passed 
away Oct  14. He was a member 
Ramsey Heights Baptist Church.
 Carolyn Frances Schalchlin, 91 
of Sherwood, passed away October 
10. She was a member of North View 
Baptist Church in North Little Rock.
 Charlene Virginia Rice, 88 of 
Scott, passed away Oct. 8. She was 
a member of North View Baptist 
Church in North Little Rock.
 Elwanda Westerfield Smith, 85 
of Newport, passed away on Oct. 4. 
She was a member of Lakeside Baptist 
Church.

Free E-Trumpet
   Any active BMA military 
personnel is eligible to receive 
the Trumpet free. Please send  
their name, address or email 
address to P.O. Box 192208, 
Little Rock, Ark. 72219; or 
editor@baptisttrumpet.com.

mailto:heather@bmaamerica.org
mailto:heather@bmaamerica.org
http://www.bmaamerica.org
http://www.bmaamerica.org
mailto:john@bmaamerica.org
mailto:john@bmaamerica.org
mailto:pastormichael@gbccavesprings.com
mailto:pastormichael@gbccavesprings.com
mailto:dguyton@cbc.edu
mailto:dguyton@cbc.edu
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Ministry “Garage Sale”
 South City Church is host-
ing a small, “garage sale” for 
ministries and churches. Every-
thing will be free. There are a va-
riety of office supplies, furniture, 
kids’ church stuff, books, etc.
 The sale will be Saturday, 
Nov. 5 from 9 a.m.-12 p.m. at South City Church, 
10710 Interstate 30, Little Rock, Ark. 72019.

 In this fallen world, it’s guar-
anteed we will face trials. God’s 
people have encountered challeng-
es all throughout history. We find 
this recorded in the Old Testament 
and New Testament. I believe we 
can learn a lot from those times to 
help navigate us today. That’s why 
I recently released a new book, For 
Uncertain Times: 40 Truths of God’s 
Care in National Distress.
 I want to give you one last 
glimpse, not just of my book, but 
of how we can gain direction from 
these times when God’s people 
faced struggles nationally. I shared 
a glimpse from the time of Egyp-
tian bondage (see 9/28 issue), the 
Assyrian invasion (see 10/5 issue), 
the Babylonian captivity (see 10/12 
issue) and the exile in Persia (see 
10/19 issue). This glimpse starts 
back in Persia but extends back 
to Jerusalem as the Jews returned 
to their homeland, which lay in 
ruins. Unfortunately, we will have 
to learn in the ruins at times. Here’s 
the account found in Nehemiah.

Then
 Nearly 100 years after the 
first group returned to Jerusalem, 
Nehemiah, who was the king’s 
cupbearer, received a visit from 
his brother from Judah. Nehemiah 
asked about the city. His brother 
reported that the remnant now liv-
ing back in the land was in trouble. 
The walls of Jerusalem still lay in 
ruins, and the gates lay burnt. That 
left the people in the city exposed.
 Upon hearing this news, Nehe-
miah was heartbroken. Scripture 
says he wept and mourned, then 
fasted and prayed. During his time 
of fasting and prayer, Nehemiah 
dreamed a dream. His heart for 
his fellow people caused him to 
wish the wall could be rebuilt and 
through that heart, he dreamed of 
going to rebuild the walls.
 He prayed for God’s favor, and 
soon after, God gave him the open-
ing he needed. The king noticed 

In Uncertain Times:
Keep Dreaming 

Nehemiah’s sadness and inquired. 
Nehemiah again prayed and then 
requested to be sent to rebuild the 
walls. God’s favor certainly was 
on Nehemiah and his dream. The 
Persian king granted his request. 
He also gave him protection for 
his travel and timber for the gates.
 Nehemiah then left for Judah. 
There he rallied the people of God 
to rebuild the walls. During the 
process, they met much resistance, 
but Nehemiah led the people to 
continue the work.
 He dreamed a dream for God, 
and he put feet to those dreams. 
He accomplished the mission.

Now
 We dream dreams for all as-
pects of our lives. We dream about 
what we want to accomplish in 
our careers, hobbies and homes. 
We dream about our relationships 
and what we want them to be, and 
what we want for our kids. We 
dream about vacations and larger, 
more stylish vehicles. We dream 
dreams for all aspects of life, but 
we don’t tend to dream big dreams 
for God. That’s a shame because, 
more than anything, we should 
dream about how we can make 
His name great and help others 
come to repentance.
 Take note, though, our dreams 
may not always be what God wants 
for us. This happened in II Samuel 
7, where King David dreamed of 
building a temple for God. David 
realized he had a palace, but the 
place of God’s special presence 
was still the temporary tabernacle. 
The king pursued that dream, but 
Nathan the prophet was sent to 
dial him back. He told David that 
not he, but his son, would build the 
Temple. Yet, David still gathered 
all the supplies he could.
 We, too, need to dream for God. 
If He redirects us, we’ll still end 
up accomplishing something for 
Him. First, we need to begin to 
dream dreams for God, then put 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless

jake@standfirmministries.com • stand-
firmministries.com

feet to those dreams. Be warned, 
though, that in times of tribula-
tion it’s easy to be thrown off the 
dream to focus on survival. Distress 
dampens our dream, but only if we 
allow it. Be aware, when we find 
ourselves in the darkest times is 
when we need to dream the most.
 Nehemiah accomplished many 
amazing things throughout his mis-
sion to rebuild the wall, but it all 
started with him dreaming a dream 
for God. At this point in history, it 
would have been easy to dismiss any 
ideas or dreams of doing something 
for God, but dreaming was most 
assuredly needed.
 No matter how trying times 
become, we should always set our 
eyes on, and dream for, the eternal. 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So we fix 
our eyes not on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal” (II Cor. 4:18 NIV).
 — Jake is the newest state mis-
sionary and would love to share about 
the work in Northwest Arkansas and 
encourage your church to stand firm 
(standfirmministries.com). You can 
get a copy of Jake’s new book, For 
Uncertain Times, on Amazon.

 Attorney General Leslie Rutledge is warning Arkansans to be wary 
of con artists attempting to convince unsuspecting consumers that 
they have missed jury duty and are facing law enforcement action. The 
scammers often call consumers under the guise of representing a law 
enforcement agency or court official, claiming that the individual faces a 
fine or imprisonment for missing jury duty. AG Rutledge encourages all 
Arkansans to verify the legitimacy of their jury summons by contacting 
their county’s circuit clerk directly.
 “Intimidation and impersonation are common practices for con art-
ists,” said AG Rutledge. “These criminals are becoming more brazen by 
offering consumers a badge number and spoofing their phone number 
to make the call look like it is coming from the courthouse or local law 
enforcement agency. Scams may sound legitimate, but before providing 
any personal information to the person on the other end of the phone, 
consumers should confirm the accuracy of the information with their 
local court.”
 AG Rutledge released the following tips for consumers who are con-
tacted by these scammers:
 • Contact your local circuit clerk to determine whether you truly are 
expected to report for jury duty.
 • Contact local law enforcement and provide the name and badge 
number you received to verify the officer’s information and confirm that 
you were contacted by that officer.
 • Court officials will not ask for your personal information, such as 
your Social Security number, address, credit card number or any other 
personal or financial information. Verifying any information over the 
phone could lead to other scams or identity theft.
 • Court officials will never ask individuals to pay fines with gift cards 
or bitcoin. It is probably a scam if an individual asks you to transfer cur-
rency into bitcoin. Hang up the phone.
 If you fall victim to one of these phone scams, file a complaint with 
the Attorney General’s office. For more tips to avoid being scammed 
and other consumer-related issues, visit ArkansasAG.gov or call the 
Arkansas Attorney General’s Office at (800) 482-8982.
 The Attorney General’s office also makes presentations on scams to 
organizations and groups. To schedule a scam prevention presentation 
email speaker@arkansasag.gov or visit ArkansasAG.gov.

AG Alert: Con Artists 
Guilty of Jury Scam

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Calvary, White Hall is seeking a 
bi-vocational worship leader. Resumes 
can be sent to castlebclan@yahoo.
com. For more information, contact 
Pastor Rodney Castleberry at (501) 
977-4772.
 County Line Baptist Church in 
Marvell is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Inquiries may be made to Tommie 
Shackelford at (870) 338-2873.
 Fairview Baptist Church in Bly-
theville is seeking a full-time pas-
tor. For more information call or text 
Rodney Cooper at 870-278-1797 or 
email at cooperr@manilaschools.org.
 Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Nashville is seeking a full-time pastor. 
Send resumes to Immanuel Baptist 
Church Search Committee, P. O. Box 
212, Nashville, Ark. 71852.
 Victory Baptist Church in Gentry 
is seeking a pastor. Call or text Mark 
Betts at (479) 752-7140 for more 
information.
 Calvary Baptist Church in Ar-
lington, Texas is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Resumes may be sent to re-
sumes@calvarybaptistarlington.
org or Pastor Search Committee, 
Calvary Baptist Church, 2021 S. Davis, 
Arlington, Texas 76010.
 First Baptist Church in Carthage, 
Texas is seeking a full-time student 
pastor. Resumes may be sent to James 
McRight at james@firstbaptistcarthage.
com.
 Franklin Street Baptist Church in 
Farmerville, La. is seeking a full-time 
pastor. Resumes may be sent to Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 268, Farmerville, 
La. 71241.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860.
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https://www.amazon.com/Uncertain-Times-Truths-National-Distress/dp/1736674625/ref=sr_1_1?crid=NXVIPK5S9GWF&keywords=for+uncertain+times+jake&qid=1663865630&sprefix=for+uncertain%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-1
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..JUn3l73u1-X8iCbal4jbCIl2ZWq0bSlp_KfOuSY4QJ8/s/1016475905/br/146215929714-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..JUb8gzb1x3BHSwMrravA1Lc0lmsAQ7ZGgtZmVxyblfw/s/1016475905/br/146215929714-l
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mailto:castlebclan@yahoo.com
mailto:castlebclan@yahoo.com
mailto:cooperr@manilaschools.org
mailto:resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org
mailto:resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org
mailto:resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org
mailto:james@firstbaptistcarthage.com
mailto:james@firstbaptistcarthage.com


-7- BAPTIST TRUMPET, October 26, 2022

BMA of 
Arkansas 

State 
Missions

State Meeting
 Brethren, I am asking you, for the 
sake of our missionaries and the busi-
ness we will be conducting, to make 
an exerted effort to attend the State 
Association meeting in Conway 
this year. I, for one, depend on the 
input of our people to help guide the 
direction of your mission ministry. 
Not only is your input valuable but 
your presence sends an encouraging 
message to your missionaries serving 
on the field that you have their back. 
Do you think that perhaps Heb. 
10:25 — “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching” — is meant for pastors and leaders as well as members?
 Please make every attempt to attend, even if it is only for one day. I 
know many are not able to spend the night. So, call around your area 
and load up a car or van. If we do our best, God will do the rest. Who 
knows, you just might go home with an iPad! Love you in Jesus.

Wonderful Time
 I was asked to come and share State Missions with Antioch East in 
Magnolia last Sunday. I had a marvelous time, and the people were very 
receptive. Pastor Ron Owen and their church gave us a much-needed 
offering at the close of the service. Thank you, Antioch East, for your 
sweet spirit and your love of lost souls.

Newsletter Sign Up
 Please remember to drop by our table and sign up with a valid email 
address to begin receiving a newsletter from State Missions and have 
an opportunity to take home a new iPad. Donna will be expecting you.

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, 
“We enjoyed a good time of prayer 
last Friday as 30 people were in the 
temple from 7:30 p.m. until 12:15 
a.m. We prayed for the families, 
projects and ministries of the church 
and for the missionaries in Arkansas 
and the world. We also gave thanks 
to God and adored Him with songs. 
The reflection in the Word was 
brought by Oscar Lopez, who based 
it on James 5:13-18.
 “We had the Lord’s table Sun-
day, and then reflected on I Peter 
4:1-6, with the theme ‘Let No One 
Despise His Salvation.’ At the end 
of the sermon, the call was made to 
leave the old life and its bad habits 
and to follow Christ and do His will. 
Two ladies came to the altar, and 
one of them made her profession 
of faith. We give glory to God, and 
we are grateful for His blessing.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “Our challenge 
each week is to present the Word of 
God in a faithful way. At Ebenezer, 
we continue the series of studies on 
a Panorama of the Bible. This week 

we started with the Creation stage; 
we just gave an introduction. Each 
brother is given the notes of the study 
created by me. They are notes with 
the most important parts of the les-
son, full of color and with maps and 
pictures, printed from my home. I am 
happy with the four brothers who 
attend the Theological Seminary. I 
see, little by little, the growth of the 
Word of God in their lives. Keep 
praying that God will present to 
me people with a thirst for God.
 “Thank you for the support of 
each one of you. It would make it 
more difficult to do the work of 
the ministry without it. Blessings 
and may God be glorified.”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “We had a great week 
at Faith Chapel. Our attendance 
was back up, and most of our 
children were back, but a few were 
still out with that bug that is go-
ing around. We sure do miss them 
when they aren’t there. They liven 
up the place.
 “My mother is visiting us for a 
few days, and it has been a blessing 
to be able to spend some time with 
her and share our mission with her. 
We are still busy with ‘counting 
the cost’ of a new building. I got to 

spend a day with Bro. Paul going 
over plans and getting quotes. His 
experience is invaluable. There is so 
much up-front work to do before 
ever breaking ground, and it seems 
as though we are always waiting on 
someone or something. But it must 
be done that way, and we know that it 
will happen in God’s timing. We are 
just trusting Him for this building 
and praying that His will be done 
for our mission, and our ministry, 
because we know that it cannot and 
will not be confined to a building. 
Our mission is in this community.
 “We thank you again for all your 
support, and especially for your 
prayers. Please continue. God is 
faithful, and He is answering them.”
 The Table, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “Among all the plan-
ning for Tablecon this next week-
end, we decided to have a church 
picnic. It was a great time to see the 
church hanging out at the park.
 “I am expecting 130 people at our 
boardgame convention. It is proving 
to be a busy couple of weeks with the 
state meeting the following week.
 “Pray for wisdom and strength 
to get through these next couple of 
weeks and that God would open 
the eyes of people to the gospel.”
 Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan 
Clay writes, “This week, we had 
a follow up to the Fields of Faith 
meeting from last week by having the 
opportunity to speak at a local junior 
high. We had over 80 students spend 
their lunch time with the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes program. I 
was able to share my testimony of 
how one Christian lady changed 
my life by running a bus route in 
our neighborhood and inviting my 
brother and me to church when I 
was a young boy. Her faithfulness to 
follow Christ’s command to go out 
and reach others changed my life and 
the lives of hundreds of others. We 
were able to see one profession of 
faith for a young man that attended 
this meeting. Please pray for him as 
he begins his journey of growing in 
Christ.
 This week at Faith Journey, 
we spoke about Caleb in Joshua 
14. We learned how Caleb was 
wholeheartedly committed to God 
and, even at his advanced age, still 
claimed all God had promised to 
him. This is an excellent example 
to all of us of how we should live 
our lives, no matter what our age, 
because God’s work is never done.
 Misión Gracia Soberana 
(Sovereign Grace), NWA: Ro-

berto Marcelletti writes, “Since 
God brought us to this country, and 
has directed us to plant a church 
in the name of Sovereign Grace, 
we knew it was the right one for 
this new work. Our prayer is that 
will bring hope to the Hispanic 
community of the Northwest in 
Arkansas and as far as we can be 
of influence since within our vision 
this is to be a church that forms 
leaders. As the book of Ephesians 
says, ‘build the saints for the work 
of the ministry’ (Eph. 4:12). Pray 
that this leadership will be sent 
wherever the Lord directs us.
 “Going back to the issue of our 
church name, sovereignty is an at-
tribute of God that is not talked 
about much in the church today, 
but the more we understand what 
God’s power is, the easier it will be 
to trust Him. That God is sovereign 
means that He is a Supreme being, 
unlimited and totally independent 
of all influence. The Bible teaches 
that God’s dominion is so great that 
He has ultimate control of all things. 
‘For You are great and do wonders, You 
alone are God’ (Psalm 86:10).
 “This week was busy since we 
had the opportunity to participate in 
some conferences in Williamstown, 
Ky. The theme was ‘The sanctity of 
life.’ We were able to continue to 
form and combat the destructive 
ideologies with which the people 
we disciple, their children and in 
general the whole society are bom-
barded. I firmly believe that it is the 
work of the church to instruct and 
give tools to its members, such as 
fighting these ideologies. We were 

able to buy books for our church on 
the topics.
 “We continue to meet every 
week in discipleship and, this week, 
we had very good attendance on 
Friday. We read the Word, prayed 
and discussed the theme ‘The 10 
Commandments’ one by one. Then 
we prayed for our next opening 
which will be the third week of 
November. We are finalizing the 
issues and things we need. We 
appreciate your prayers because, 
as you know, starting a church is 
a war since there is someone who 
opposes; but our God is powerful 
and sovereign and disposes of all 
things according to His plan.”
 Pea Ridge: Jake McCand-
less writes, “We had our second 
worship gathering last night. We 
thought it wasn’t going to be very 
different. As I shared previously, 
we’re losing our place at the end 
of the month, but had paid rent 
through then. We showed up to set 
up and the electricity was turned 
off. We sprang into action to get 
candles and a generator, but props 
to Carroll Electric for coming out 
and getting it turned on in time! 
We had 24 for worship and 3 first-
time guests. It was a great night as 
we looked at ‘The Rooted Life is 
An Epic Life’ from Psalm 1.
 “I want to give a big shout-
out to our sending church, Epic 
Church NWA. Their worship team 
lead us in worship and members 
came to run the video and sound! 
It’s been a blessing. This frees our 
Pea Ridge team to visit and enjoy 
the worship time themselves.”

Paul White
executive Director

arstamis@comcast.net

Donna Webb, Administrative Asst.; (501) 565-4601
E-Mail: bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com

Office Location: 10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, AR 72209  
Mailing Address: PO Box 195514, Little Rock, AR 72219

www.bmaARmissions.com
Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, The Table, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Bryan Clay, Faith Journey, Benton; (501) 522-0079
Roberto Marcelletti, Misión Gracia Soberana, NW Ark.; (936) 202-7988

Jake McCandless, Epic Life, Pea Ridge; (501) 472-9079

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Antioch East, Magnolia added 
three by baptism and four by letter; 
Ron Owen, pastor.
 Bluff Springs, Rosston welcomed 
one by baptism and two by letter; 
Donnie Dillard, pastor.
 Bodcaw #1, Rosston rejoices over 
one by baptism and two by statement; 
Lane Garner, pastor.
 Chenal Valley, Little Rock gained 
three by letter; Allen Morton, pastor. 
 Fellowship, Walnut Ridge re-
ceived one by letter; John Durham, 
pastor. 
 First, Damascus reports two by 
baptism, one by letter, and one by 
statement; Daniel Williams, pastor.
 First, McNeil witnessed three by 
baptism; Ken Williams, pastor.
 Providence, Hope added one 
by baptism and two by letter; Casey 
Curtis, pastor.
 Sand Springs, Damascus welcomed 
one by baptism; Gaylon King, pastor.
 Trenton, Marvell rejoices over one 
by baptism; Mike Shelley, pastor.
 Zion, Fordyce gained one by bap-
tism; Scott Smith, pastor.
 First, Springhill, La., received one 
by baptism and two by letter; Chris 
Lucy, pastor.
 Magnolia, Hattiesburg, Miss. re-
ports one by letter; Greg Medenwald, 
pastor.

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 Trunk or Treat, Oct. 29; 3-5 
p.m.; Friendship, Greenbrier; James 
Crews, pastor.
 Friends and Family Day, Oct. 30; 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School; 10:45 Wor-
ship; pot luck to follow; Kingsland, 
Kingsland; Rick Bolin, pastor.
 Worship & Praise, Oct. 30; 10:30 
a.m.; featuring Measure of Grace; 
White’s Chapel, Rosston; David 
Heckman, pastor.
 Truck or Treat, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m.; 
Fellowship, Walnut Ridge; John Dur-
ham, pastor.
 BMA of Arkansas, Nov. 3-4; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 Gospel Singing, Nov. 6; 10:30 
a.m.; featuring The Kinsmen Quartet; 
potluck lunch to follow; Joe Brown, 
pastor.
 National Senior Adult Confer-
ence, Nov. 15-17; Chateau on the 
Lake, Branson.
 Community Thanksgiving 
Meal, Nov. 19; 11 a.m.-1 p.m.; Center 
Grove, Cord; Barry Anderson, pastor.
 BMA of America, April 25-27, 
2023; Antioch Baptist Church, Con-
way.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
23-26, 2023; Stoneridge Baptist 
Camp, Smithville.
 SOAR Student Conference, 
July 3-5, 2023; Gaylord Texan Hotel, 
Grapevine, Tex.
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 We seldom hear of churches becoming more conservative as they 
progress in ministry, but we often hear of those who become more liberal 
and embrace a more liberal theology in their ministries. In my efforts to 
plant churches during the past 50 years, the motivating goal has been 
to be as literal and biblical as possible in the formation of new churches 
in several different countries. In order to do this, the foundation of all 
church plants begins with teaching the new believers, whom we call 
disciples. In the Great Commission, we often emphasize the “going” 
and the “baptizing” and minimize the “teaching” and “observing.” If our 
disciples have not been taught to “observe,” “obey” and “guard” sound 
doctrine, it is very likely that they will become more liberal and often 
unscriptural in their practices in the church.
 In our recent church plant in Ecuador, upon arriving, I invited men to 
come to our house on Tuesdays and Thursdays to begin studying the Bible. 
We had two different groups of six and seven men. Some of them had in-
vited friends from other groups, and we even had one pastor who attended 
from another denomination. My first challenge was to select the material I 
wanted to teach. There are many good study books for new believers, and 
most of them have about 13 very basic lessons. I selected Fundamentals of 
the Faith by John MacArthur. Some of the lessons are “How to know the 
Bible,” “The Attributes of God,” “The Work of Christ,” “Salvation,” “The 
Person and Ministry of the Holy Spirit,” “The Church” and “Obedience.” 
The men memorized the books of the Bible the first week, then each week 
they memorized key verses dealing with the lesson. We spent extra time 
discussing the redeeming work of Christ.
 After this study, some of the men did not return. I have not seen 
them again. We dealt with salvation, sanctification, God’s grace, man’s 
repentance and spent extra time with the ministry of the Holy Spirit and 
some of the errors taught concerning Him. Then we came to the church. 
I was shocked to hear their ideas about the church and the diverse things 
they had been taught. It took a while to slowly march through the bibli-
cal truths of the church. One of the most difficult times we had was to 
arrive at an acceptable definition of “the church.” The BMA Doctrinal 
Statement declares that (1) the church is a local, visible assembly of 
baptized believers in Jesus Christ, (2) her ordinances are two: baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper, and (3) her officers are pastors and deacons. We 
seemed to finally be on the same page as the men became aware of the 
biblical teaching on the church.
 We had a graduation service after 22 weeks of study. The men invited 
their families and friends, and we had a great time of fellowship and food. 
I asked each one to stand and give one lesson they had learned during our 
study. They blessed my heart! One brother stood, almost weeping, and 
said, “I’ve been a believer for 20 years, and for 20 years I thought I could 
lose my salvation. Only now have I learned that no true believer can ever 
lose his salvation.” Several of them have brought others to Christ. Some 
of these men are leaders and hold important positions in the church. 
They have a vision based on II Tim. 2:2: “The things you have heard from 
me, the same commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”

Doctrinal Integrity In 
Church Planting

By Buddy Johnson

out there, and I know that because 
you have shared them with me!
 With so many people to profile, 
events to support, ministries to 
highlight and histories to record, 
I need your help to find and write 
those stories or allow me to do so. 
Some of them have already been 
published on BMA Life, so check 

BMA LIFE
(Continued From Page 1)

those out on Facebook, and join 
the conversation.
 Email me at BMAlife@
bmaamerica.org and share a lot 
or a little about what you want 
to celebrate — maybe a pastor, 
church member, ministry leader, 
circumstance, event or outreach. 
I look forward to hearing from 
you so we can share blessings (and 
even challenges) that glorify God 
and point people to the cross.
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