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CO:MISSIONED in Asia-Pacific — 
Keeping Up the Good Work

By Stan Scroggins, Regional Director for Asia-Pacific
 The C and O of the prefix “CO” 
communicates ways Associational 
Baptists have worked shoulder to 
shoulder for the sake of the gospel 
throughout history. Words like co-
operation, compliment, collabora-
tion and courtesy are just a few of 
these “CO” words that embody the 
spirit of BMAA churches work-
ing side by side. That’s why this 
year’s World Missions Day theme 
— CO:MISSIONED — is espe-
cially poignant, because nowhere 
is the spirit of CO:MISSIONED 

more apparent than in the work of 
BMAA Asia-Pacific.
 Historically, churches all over 
the world have faced harassment, 
intimidation and persecution, 
even in the United States where 
churches enjoy religious freedom. 
For churches outside the States, 
forms of persecution are much 
more than just an annoyance, 
especially in Asia Pacific where 
death threats, sanctions against the 
Word of God, church closings and 
censures, and even intimidation 
from other Christian religions are 
the norm. The prayer and support 
from CO:MISSIONED BMAA 
churches for the Asia Pacific region, 
including creative access nations, 
Philippines, Japan, Cambodia, 
Vietnam, Papua New Guinea and 
all over the world, is vital.
 Creative access missionaries are 
working hard — and with joy — to 
teach, preach and tell the amazing 
message that Jesus is the light even 
in countries that are so dark. 
 Daisuke and Marcia Okada 
continue their work with the 
Megumi Baptist Church and teach 
in the Japan Bible Institute.
 B.J. and Jill Sanders, along with 
Jeremy and Mandy Hambrice, are 
“over the moon” with the success 
of reaching the Wantakian tribe 
in the mountains of Papua New 
Guinea while Sean and Jenny 
Richards are in the process of 
locating a new assignment there.
 The CO:MISSIONED spirit 
of BMA Baptists has helped mis-
sionaries in the Philippines partner 

See TOURNAMENT, Page 8

 We are all set for our spring meeting, which will begin at 7 p.m. in 
the CBC Dining Hall on Friday night, March 3. The registration fee is 
$10 per person. 
 This year, we are happy to be back to our normal pre-COVID format 
for this meeting. We will meet on Friday night, sleep on the floor of the 
CBC Dining Hall and have our benefit basketball tournament on Saturday 
morning in the AR Reddin Fieldhouse. Those playing in the basketball 
tournament will need to pay another $5 ($15 total) which will go toward 
the Arkansas Galilean CBC Nixon/Hornaday Endowed Scholarship.
 A complete schedule for the meeting is posted on the Galilean website 
at galileans.com. Please consider joining us, even if you do not have a 
Galilean ministry in your church. Bring some boys (ages 9-18) and enjoy 
fellowshipping with us, including playing in the basketball tournament.
 Our state officers met in January to plan our 2023 meetings and 
camps. Our theme for 2023 is “Love God ( Joshua 22:5) exclusively 
(Matt. 6:24), with everything (Deut. 6:5), including your actions ( John 
14:15; I John 3:16, 18).” “Love God” serves as the main theme and the 
three sub-themes will be the focus for each meeting — “exclusively” 
(spring meeting), “with everything” (summer meeting) and “including 
your actions” (fall meeting).
 The Worship and Praise service will take place on Friday evening, with 

Arkansas Galilean Spring 2023 
Meeting & Basketball Tournament

By Dan Williams, Arkansas Galilean Promoter

See CO:MISSIONED, Page 8
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 (L/R back row sitting) Sheridan Rogers, Abby Wilson, Emily Gentry, 
Sierra Burrow and Audrey Johnson. (L/R front row standing) Allison Man-
tooth, Christa Owen, Ashanti Williams and Autumn Herring.

 The Central Baptist College Student Services Department has an-
nounced the court for Homecoming 2023. The nine women selected 
for the 2023 Homecoming Court are: Emily Gentry, a freshman from 
Greenbrier; Audrey Johnson, a freshman from Jacksonville, Texas; Sheri-
dan Rogers, a sophomore from Russellville; Abby Wilson, a sophomore 
from Lufkin, Texas; Sierra Burrow, a junior from Quitman; Ashanti 
Williams, a junior from Jonesboro; Autumn Herring, a senior from 
Maumelle; Allison Mantooth, a senior from San Antonio, Texas; and 
Christa Owen, a senior from Conway.

CBC Announces 2023 
Homecoming Court

to provide relief from recent floods, 
typhoons, landslides and volcanic 
eruptions. Danny and Rita Ballard, 
Fil and Lisa Kakilala, Doug and 
Diane Lee, Cris and Alicia Samson 
and Stan and Donna Scroggins are 
all CO:MISSIONED together in 
one of the most successful mission-
ary efforts of the BMAA.
 A few years ago, with a 
CO:MISSIONED attitude, the 
Baptist Missionary Association 
Bible College in the Philippines 
embarked on spreading World 
Missions Day into more than just 
an American church event. For 
the month of February, empha-

 Are you taking advantage of 
all the benefits of the new Baptist 
Trumpet Total Access Subscrip-
tion? The Baptist Trumpet recently 
launched the Total Access Sub-
scription in an effort to provide 
its subscribers with new options 
for receiving their weekly issue of 
the Baptist Trumpet.
 The Total Access Subscription 
includes all paid subscriptions and 
allows the subscriber to choose the 
preferred manner of delivery of 
each copy of the Baptist Trumpet. 
Delivery options include a printed 
paper, a digital copy sent via email 
or accessing the news items at 
BaptistTrumpet.com. Everything 
in the print copy is found in the 
digital copy and on the website. 
Subscribers can choose one meth-
od of delivery or all three methods 
of delivery. 
 The print copy of the Baptist 
Trumpet is delivered weekly (45 
times a year) to a subscriber’s postal 
address via the U. S. Postal Service. 
Usually, the printed copy arrives 
on Friday or Saturday. Of course, 
the further a subscriber lives from 
Little Rock, the longer the deliv-
ery time. In recent months, some 
print subscribers have experienced 
delivery issues. Unfortunately, the 
delivery issues do not involve the 
Baptist Trumpet production of the 
paper. Unless we are providentially 
hindered, we produce the paper and 

Get All of the 
Benefits of a Total 
Access Subscription
By Allan Eakin, Associate Editor

See TOTAL ACCESS, Page 7
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The Power of Chili Dogs
& Card Games
 I have recently been watching a television show that I have never seen 
before. It began before the pandemic and, as I have watched it, I am be-
ing walked through the strangeness of that season all over again. Is that 
fun? No. However, it has reminded me of how much things have changed 
at my church and for many of us. With a 30-40% drop in attendance, 
many churches are still trying to adapt to a new normal. Old programs 
have disappeared, and new approaches have to be invented as we seek 
to love on the teenagers within our congregations and communities.
 Our student ministry was on the upswing before March 2020. We 
had students on the verge of growth, and I could see a bright future as 
we worked on learning God’s Word together. When COVID-19 showed 
its head in our university town, many things shut down and many of our 
programs were shelved until our community felt safe. That pause has put 
us in a weird place with our student ministry, but there is a bright spot. 
When our Sunday School program restarted, our youth class teacher 
and students found a place to connect. This teacher has given herself to 
the process and is working to impact these students. I thank God for 
her willingness and heart.
 Perhaps you find yourself and your church in a similar situation. A 
once-thriving youth ministry has been replaced by something different. 
Different doesn’t mean bad, it just means different. Our goal should 
remain the same. We are to provide students with the life-changing 
gospel message centered around the Word of God through teaching and 
relationships. Here are some ideas of what it should include:
 • You need a teaching time. That may be Sunday School. That may 
be a Wednesday night or Sunday night group or something altogether 
different. You need a time to gather around the Word.
 • You need a relational time. That is where the chili dogs and card 
games come in. My “rock star” of a teacher has started inviting our students 
(primarily a group of girls) to her home for a time of food, fellowship 
and fun. This past Sunday, we met and enjoyed a great time together. Did 
it matter that only a few of the students were able to come? No. What 
mattered is that we had an opportunity to share some time and laughs.
 • You need a prayer time. This can be a group of church members who 
are praying for your students, or it can a specific time for your students 
to pray together. Ideally, it would be both. Prayer is vital to our ministries 
and to future opportunities as we seek to grow and impact students. If 
you are wanting to restart or simply reinvigorate your ministry, start with 
prayer and engage others to join you in the journey.
 Your new normal may be very different from three years ago. Let me 
encourage you to not give up. Your students need you to focus on the 
important things and keep giving them Jesus. If you are lucky, you will 
get to eat some chili dogs on the way.

Men’s Basketball
 • St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 26 — Play-
ing their first game on the road since 
Jan. 5, CBC took on the Spartans of 
Missouri Baptist University (MBU) 
in a critical American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) matchup inside 
the Petty Student Resources Center. 
CBC (15-7, 7-3 AMC) trailed at 
halftime, but outscored MBU (12-
11, 8-3 AMC) 38-26 in the second 
half to win 71-61 and avenge their 
home loss to the Spartans earlier 
this season.

Sports
News

By Erik Holth
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Director
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 This year, the Alumni Asso-
ciation has several events planned 
during the Feb. 17 and 18 weekend. 
One of our highlighted Homecom-
ing events is honoring several of our 
past alumni. The annual Alumni 
Luncheon will be held on Saturday, 
Feb. 18, beginning at 11:30 a.m. 
in the Dining Hall of the Mabee 
Student Services Complex. During 
the luncheon, the recipients of the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award, 
the Young Alumnus Award, Mus-
tang Community Impact Award 
and the Mustang Ambassador of 
the Year will be honored.
 Tickets for this event are $25 
for adults, $15 for kids 7-12 and 
children ages 6 and under are free. 
Visit cbc.edu/events to purchase 
tickets and to see a full schedule 
of events. You may also contact 
Jessica Faulkner at (501) 205-8800 
or jfaulkner@cbc.edu. Proceeds 
raised from the alumni luncheon 
will benefit the Kenneth Brown 
Scholarship Fund.
 The Distinguished Alumnus 
Award is presented to an individual 
who has served their community for 
more than 20 years. This individual 
demonstrates a legacy of service and 
continues to serve in a multitude of 
ways that demonstrate an interest 
in CBC. This year’s Distinguished 
Alumnus Award recipient is Tommy 
Guthrie.
 Tommy Guthrie graduated 
from CBC in 1965 with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree. He has over 
50 years of experience in the min-
istry and has served as a pastor 
to several churches in Arkansas, 
Mississippi and Texas. During his 
time as a pastor, he volunteered at 

Homecoming 2023
Awards Announced

See SPORTS, Page 3

 • Columbia, Mo., Jan. 28 — 
Looking for a season sweep, CBC 
took on the Cougars of Columbia 
College (CC) in an AMC matchup 
inside the Arena of Southwell 
Complex. CBC (15-8, 7-4 AMC) 
trailed at halftime and never led 
in the second half, falling to CC 
(17-6, 9-2 AMC) 71-61.

Women’s Basketball
 • St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 26 — 
Heading to the road for the first 
time in three weeks, CBC took on 
the Spartans of MBU in an AMC 
contest at the Petty Student Re-
sources Center. CBC (8-10, 3-10 
AMC) trailed 40-20 at halftime 
and dropped the contest 93-51 to 

MBU (16-3, 12-1 AMC).
 • Columbia, Mo., Jan. 28 — 
Traveling across the state to end 
their AMC road trip, CBC took on 
the Cougars of Columbia College. 
CBC (8-11, 3-11 AMC) trailed 
43-27 at halftime, and lost to CC 
(17-4, 12-0 AMC) 85-54. 

Track & Field
 • Elsah, Ill., Jan. 27 — Compet-
ing for the second straight weekend, 
CBC competed on the first day of 
the 2023 Principia Relays. The Mus-
tangs had four athletes compete in 
five events on the day. Ally Swaim 
qualified for the 60-meter hurdles 
finals with the fastest time in the 
semifinals at 9.25. Josh Brown 

nursing homes, Meals on Wheels 
and the food pantry. Some of his 
fondest memories while at CBC 
were meeting and marrying his 
wife (Vivian Gregory) and meet-
ing some of his lifelong friends. He 
and his wife have three children and 
seven grandchildren and are mem-
bers of New Life Baptist Church 
in Alexander.
 The Outstanding Young Alum-
nus is awarded to someone who has 
been instrumental in the advance-
ment of his/her chosen profession, 
primarily within the last few years. 
This recipient demonstrates a love 
of service within the community 
and continues to show interest in 
CBC.  This year’s Outstanding 
Young Alumnus Award recipient 
is Preston Jones.
 Preston Jones graduated from 
CBC in 2018 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Worship Arts. After 
graduation, he received his Master 
of Worship Arts from California 
Baptist University and has served 
in many roles around CBC, includ-
ing admissions officer and a PACE 
instructor. He also serves as the high 
school Bible and history teacher 
at Clark County Christian Acad-
emy. He is a member of New Life 
Church in Arkadelphia, where he 
serves as worship and youth pastor.

 The Mustang Community 
Impact Award is given to an indi-
vidual who goes above and beyond 
to serve their community. They are 
Mustangs through and through, 
and carry the values of CBC into 
the community. This year’s Mus-
tang Community Impact Award 
recipient is Dr. Garrett Taylor.
 Garrett Taylor attended CBC 
from 1999-2001. He then went to 
UCA and received his bachelor’s 
in biology in 2003, and his Doc-
tor of Dental Surgery from the 
University of Tennessee College of 
Dentistry in 2007. He has been the 
owner of Garrett Taylor, DDS, PA 
since 2007. Dr. Taylor has served in 
the Arkansas State Dental Asso-
ciation, Southeast District Dental 
Society, Jefferson County Dental 
Society, Arkansas State Board of 
Dental Examiners and Hope of 
the Delta in Pine Bluff. He has 
also participated in several dental 
mission trips to Nicaragua, Guate-
mala, Brazil and Romania. He has 
served with Arkansas Mission of 
Mercy, a free dental clinic hosted 
by the Arkansas State Dental As-
sociation for many years. Dr. Taylor 
has been a group leader for Bible 
Study Fellowship since 2011. His 
fondest memory of CBC was help-
ing to honor his parents, Charles 
and Ellon Jane Attebery Taylor 
when he helped sponsor the Judy 
Gabbard Science Center. He and 
his wife, Caron have one daughter 
and are members of Watson Cha-
pel Baptist Church in Pine Bluff.
 The Mustang Ambassador of 
the Year is given to an individual 
who is a member of the Mustang 
Ambassador Program, a volunteer 
recruitment program which assists 
the Enrollment Management Di-
vision at Central Baptist College. 
This year’s Mustang Ambassador 
of the Year is Tabitha Ward.  
 Tabitha Ward graduated from 
CBC in 2015 with a bachelor’s in 
business administration. She has 
been an ambassador for many 
years. In fact, she has been recruit-
ing students since before the pro-
gram was developed. She currently 
serves as public housing director 
for Conway Housing Authority, a 
role she has had since 2018. She 
and her son live in Conway and 
attend New Life Church.

qualified for the men’s 60-meter 
hurdle finals as well, with a time of 
8.99, the fourth fastest time while 
running a 7.71 in the 60-meter dash 
final. Ashleigh Gross-Mitchell ran 
an 8.74 in the 60-meter dash final 
on the women’s side and jumped 
4.33 meters in the long jump. Jadon 
Price jumped 5.22 meters in the 
men’s long jump.
 • Elsah, Ill., Jan. 28 — CBC 

athletes Ally Swaim and Josh 
Brown competed in the 60-me-
ter hurdles finals at the Principia 
Relays, both athletes qualified in 
the semifinals. Swaim won for the 
second straight week, posting a 
time of 9.34 seconds in the final 
to win by one-tenth of a second. 
Brown finished fifth in the men’s 
race, posting a time of 9.07.
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Life Transformation Groups
 There are three areas that need 
our continual focus for our indi-
vidual lives and for our churches 
to be spiritually healthy. They are 
an upward or God-focus (Col. 
2:9), an inward or personal-growth 
focus (I Pet. 2:2) and an outward 
or others-focus (Matt. 22:39). We 
have recently talked a lot about our 
upward God-focus. Today let’s talk 
about and look at the other two 
together. Growing and serving are 
essential ingredients if you desire to 
be spiritually healthy. What makes 
us think we are growing if we are 
not serving? Following Christ 
requires our commitment to God, 
others and the world around us.
 Why are we placing them to-
gether? Because they are inseparable! 
You cannot grow without serving 
and you cannot serve without grow-
ing. Many have placed such a high 
premium on knowledge that it has 
come to mean the accumulation of 
information is equal to spiritual ma-
turity, but it is not. When growing 
and serving are both fully engaged, 
each one of them leads to the other. 
Jesus said that if you love Him, you 
will obey His commandments not 
just know them. If information 
transfer has occurred without life 
transformation, something is ter-
ribly wrong with our discipleship. 
Is there a way to better hold one 
another accountable?
 In the Multiplication Workshop, 
Dave DeVries refers to this as 
the obedience mechanism that is 
needed in all discipleship. It is true 
that understanding can bring about 
action, but sometimes understand-
ing can only occur through action. 
There are three steps mentioned 
here, but steps two and three should 
take place simultaneously. Have 
you, without realizing it, built a cul-
ture in your church that is counter-
productive to life transformation? 
New converts are told to wait until 
they are discipled before they can 
serve. The desire is to watch and 
observe them to make sure they are 
legit and only then can they ease 
slowly into servicing.
 Once you have grown, and only 
then, can you help those who know 
what they are doing. The second two 
are inseparable and the point is to 

not put someone into a key leader-
ship role too soon, but they need 
to be growing and serving, in some 
capacity, at the same time. The wrong 
system and process can promote 
passivity, lethargy and disobedience. 
When someone receives Christ as 
their Savior, we scoop them out 
of the world, surround them with 
other Christians and begin saturat-
ing them with everything they will 
ever need to know. That is good, but 
churches must create a strategy based 
more around missional activities.
 John 17:15 says “I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep 
them from the evil.” It is not either/
or but both/and. What you teach a 
follower of Christ is of utmost im-
portance and that is why, when they 
get started, you must help them 
reach out to others, begin serving, 
experiment with different minis-
tries and discover their spiritual 
gifts. Spiritually healthy churches 
must be growing and serving as 
they remain dedicated to carrying 
out the Great Commission and the 
Great Commandment. A church 
is a group of baptized believers 
who have intentionally committed 
to die together so that others can 
find the Kingdom of God.
 Assign a mentor (Barnabas) to 
every new convert who will walk 
alongside them and serve with them. 
Actually, every follower of Christ 
needs three people in their life for 
accountability and multiplication 
— a Paul (the one discipling you), a 
Timothy (the one you are discipling) 
and a Barnabas (the one who is your 
cheer-leader and encourager). Meet 
weekly to hold them accountable 
and help them overcome any chal-
lenges they might have in their new 
walk. Don’t be afraid to ask them 
what sinful habits they need help 
with. There are always three elements 
to your time together — Bible study, 
prayer and accountability.
 These Life Transformation 
Groups (LTGs) can be triads or 
maybe four, and they should always 
be the same gender, male or female 
groups. Ask them to make a list of 
everyone in their circle of influ-
ence who does not know Christ. 
Who do they know that needs the 

transforming power of Jesus in their 
lives? Encourage them to share their 
testimony. They do not have to be 
trained to share their testimony, but 
you should train them in how to 
show someone how to be born again. 
When someone else receives Christ, 
repeat the process. These groups 
are to produce even greater growth 
alongside the worship gathering and 
small groups they attend.
 These groups can meet weekly or 
every other week, but they need to 
be scheduled and fit the rhythm of 
the group. It is best to pick a day of 
the week and a time that works best 
for everyone and stick to it. Make 
them aware of what growth, ministry 
and service opportunities are avail-
able in your church. Churches have 
developed paths for those outside 
to come inside, but churches need 
to work much harder at developing 
paths for those inside to get outside. 
The reality is that it is very easy to 
become inwardly focused. This is the 
idea of not getting people far from 
God to the “church” but instead get-
ting the church to the people who 
are far from God.
 Many would be interested in 
discussing spiritual things over a 
cup of coffee long before hearing 
a message about it. The idea is to 
begin groups where people are wel-
come no matter what they believe 
and begin the journey of answering 
their questions around the Word 
of God. Neil Cole describes LTGs 
as, “a group of two or three who 
get together once a week for ac-
countability and disciple-making. 
Using a simple system of account-
ability, with intrinsic motivation, 
disciple-making can be done by all 
who are in the church.” It is not 
complicated, but will require some 
planning and intentionality.

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Fellowship, Walnut Ridge added 
two by baptism and one by letter; John 
Durham, pastor.
 First, North Lewisville welcomed one 
by baptism; Jerry Evans, interim pastor.
 Milligan Ridge, Manila gained two 
by letter; Mike Colvin, pastor.
 Oak Park, Little Rock received two 
by letter; Dr. Gary O’Neal, pastor.
 Oakland Heights, White Hall re-
ports two by letter; Wes Wooley, pastor.
 Union, Bodcaw witnessed one pro-
fession of faith; Joe Brown, pastor.
 Magnolia, Hattisburg, Miss. added 
one by baptism; Greg Medenwald, pastor.

 I am excited to announce that you can now order the curriculum for 
the spring Sunday School quarter. The quarter begins Sunday, March 5 
and ends Sunday, May 28.
 This edition of the Baptist Expositor will provide a verse-by-verse study 
of II Peter. Dr. Philip Attebery and Dr. David Hellwig wrote the study. 
Dr. Attebery serves as the dean of BMA Seminary and is currently serv-
ing as interim pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Fairfield, Texas. Dr. 
Hellwig is the New Testament and Greek professor for BMA Seminary 
and pastors First Baptist Church in New Summerfield, Texas. 
 The aim of this study is to stir learners to remember their need to 
grow in grace and knowledge and to have confidence in the Word of 
God when faced with false teaching and scoffing in the last days.
 We have made improvements to our Student Notes curriculum pack 
for 7-12th grade students. This is a download and print file that is designed 
to be used alongside the Baptist Expositor Leader book. It is on sale for 
only $5. Once purchased, you can print as many copies as needed.
 Finally, all our children’s curriculum (ages 2-6th grade) is available. We 
offer all our children’s books in printed, physical books. No longer do 
churches have to worry about downloading and printing their children’s 
curriculum! 
 To order, visit baptistpublishinghouse.com or call (800) 333-1442.

Spring Sunday School Preview
By Jordan M. Tew, Executive Director • Baptist Publishing House

 The Master’s Builders met at Daniel Springs Encampment in Gary, 
Texas, Jan. 17-19 for their annual retreat. We enjoyed three days of fel-
lowship, fun, food and rest. There were 13 couples and 1 single guy that 
were able to attend this year, and we so enjoyed being together. Thank 
you to Jason Prewitt and Morgan Standifer for making sure we had all 
we needed to enjoy ourselves.
 While there, we had our annual business meeting and discussion 
of possible jobs that will be coming up in 2023. We plan to start work 
around the first week of March.
 If you have any questions about the Master’s Builders ministry or if 
your church has building needs, please contact Mike Green at (972) 935-
3877, David Axe at (903) 918-0720 or Eddie Sikes at (479) 462-1675.
 To get to know the Master’s Builders family, follow us on Facebook, and 
see what we do! Like us at “The Master’s Builders” (arbor logo).

The Master’s Builders 2023 Retreat
By Nelda Malone, Reporter

Wrestling
 • Batesville, Jan. 28 — Re-
turning to the mat in the state for 
the second consecutive Saturday, 
CBC was at the AMC/Sooner 
Athletic Conference Duals hosted 
by Lyon College. CBC went 1-3 
on the afternoon with a win over 
Jarvis Christian in their second 
match. Individually, CBC had an 
outstanding day, earning at least 
two wins in each dual.

SPORTS
(Continued From Page 2)
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Journey with JeffJourney with JeffBy Executive Editor
Jeff Herring

Happy New Year
 I know we are a month into 
2023, but with all of the news 
and information we had to share 
in our first three issues of the year, 
there just hasn’t been room for me 
to have a Journey with Jeff article. 
As always, when we need to “make 
room” for all the things we have to 
share, my stuff is the first thing to 
go. I am excited to see how God 
is going to continue to bless the 
ministry of the Baptist Trumpet in 
2023. Here are a few things I ask you to pray about and help us with:
 • New subscribers — I shared in my goals for 2023 article in the 
Jan. 25 issue about two churches that contacted us to discontinue their 
church plans. Thankfully, one of them did accept my offer to carry 
them forward for a few months to see if they are in a better place to 
pick it back up then. I am so thankful for all our subscribers. You are 
the reason we exist. It hurts when we lose even one subscriber, and 
it really hurts when a church makes the choice to cancel its church 
plan. Last week, I received a phone call from another church that said 
they needed to cancel their church plan. These three churches account 
for about 150 subscribers. The bottom line is this — if we are going 
to continue to be sustainable as a ministry of the BMA of Arkansas 
into the future, we need more subscribers.
 • Total Access Subscription — As I hope you have seen by now, we 
no longer have multiple subscription options. We now have a “Total 
Access Subscription” that allows you to receive the printed paper in your 
mailbox, the digital E-Trumpet in your email and gives you access to all 
of the premium content at BaptistTrumpet.com, including the Baptist 
Trumpet Archives. Our goal is to provide you with a way that works 
for you to access all the important information and content featured 
in the Trumpet each week. Please help us share the word about what a 
great value it is to be a subscriber to the Baptist Trumpet.
 • New Total Access News Preview — Last week, we debuted a 
new short video preview on social media of the news we shared in 
that week’s Trumpet. The intent is to help people see what informa-
tion they can find by being a subscriber. We will continue to work 
on this, and Allan and I have already talked about some other video 
options in the future. Again, we just want to let people know we are 
here to keep you informed about what is going on in the BMA on 
the local, state, national and international levels, as well as other im-
portant information you should know as a Christian living for Jesus 
in this world. If you haven’t already, go follow us on:
 • Facebook (facebook.com/baptisttrumpet)
 • Twitter (twitter.com/baptisttrumpet)
 • Instagram (instagram.com/baptisttrumpet) and
 • LinkedIn (linkedin.com/company/baptisttrumpet).
 You can also invite your friends to follow us as well!
 •  Special Emphasis 2023 — Allan and I were talking the other 
day about how much more financially stable we are since the recent 
rate increase. We are starting to see the results as the monthly invoices 
are paid since the increase. We have also had some very timely and 
appreciated offerings that God has used to provide that stability. This 
means we are able to run the day-to-day operations and stay current 
on all bills as a result.
 What this doesn’t account for are the improvements and invest-
ments in the ministry that are needed from time to time. We are still 
working to see what that will look like, but one that has been on our 
radar for over a year is replacing the computers we use each week 
to produce and get the Trumpet out. This week on Tuesday as I was 
working on the Trumpet, my computer just randomly locked up and 
shut down. Thankfully, all was saved and, after the lengthy amount 
of time it took for it to reboot and get up and running, I was able 
to continue working and get the paper out. Computer problems are 
bad anytime, but on Tuesdays, they are very stressful. Please be in 
prayer as we seek guidance and wisdom in setting this year’s goal. I 
look forward to seeing how God will use His people to provide for 
this ministry through our time of Special Emphasis.
 Thank you for all you do to support this ministry. If Allan or I can 
help you in any way, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us.

 The Arkansas Legislature just 
finished its third week of the 2023 
session. Here’s a quick look back 
at what happened:
 Rep. David Ray (R/Maumelle) 
and Sen. Ben Gilmore (R/Cros-
sett) filed HJR 1001 amending 
the state constitution concerning 
salaries for elected officials.
 The Arkansas House of Rep-
resentatives passed HB 1098 ex-
panding Arkansas’ Safe Haven law 
that lets a woman anonymously 
surrender her newborn.
 HB 1024 which could expand 
public drinking in “entertainment 
districts” in Arkansas failed to pass 
in the Senate City, County and 
Local Affairs Committee.
The Arkansas Senate overwhelm-
ingly passed SB 43 protecting 
children from drag shows.
 Rep. Wade Andrews (R/Cam-
den) and Sen. Steve Crowell (R/
Magnolia) filed HB 1255 prohib-
iting China, Iran, North Korea or 
Russia from purchasing property 
in Arkansas.
 The House Education Commit-
tee heard testimony on HB 1156 
protecting student privacy in public 
school locker rooms and restrooms.

Good Bills Passed
 HCR 1005 (Religious Free-
dom — This good measure by Rep. 
Mary Bentley (R/Perryville) and 
Sen. Gary Stubblefield (R/Branch) 
declares Jan. 16, 2023, “Religious 
Freedom Day” in Arkansas.

Good Bills Filed So Far
 SB 43 (Decency) — This good 
bill by Sen. Gary Stubblefield (R/
Branch) and Rep. Mary Bentley 
(R/Perryville) prohibits drag per-
formances on public property or in 
view of children.
 HB 1156 (Privacy) — This 
bill by Rep. Mary Bentley (R/
Perryville) and Sen. Dan Sullivan 
(R/Jonesboro) addresses privacy in 
public school locker rooms, show-
ers, restrooms, changing areas and 
similar facilities by requiring public 
schools to designate these facilities 
for “male” or “female” use.
 SB 66 (Pornography) — This 
bill by Sen. Tyler Dees (R/Siloam 
Springs) requires pornographic 
websites to use a government-is-
sued ID or a commercially available 
age verification method to protect 
children from pornography.
 SB 81 (Obscenity) — This bill 
by Sen. Dan Sullivan (R/Russell-
ville) and Rep. Justin Gonzales 
(R/Okolona) prohibits giving or 
sending a child harmful sexual 

material that contains nudity or 
sexual activity. The bill also elimi-
nates exemptions for libraries and 
schools in the state’s obscenity 
statute, and it creates a civil cause 
of action Arkansans can use if the 
state, a city or a county distributes 
obscene material.  HB 1098 (Pro-
Life) — This bill by Rep. Julie 
Mayberry (R/Hensley) and Sen. 
Missy Irvin (R/Mountain View) 
permits Safe Haven Baby Boxes at 
volunteer fire stations in Arkansas.
 HB 1006 (Abortion) — This 
bill by Rep. Aaron Pilkington (R/
Knoxville) would require an em-
ployer that covers abortions or travel 
expenses related to abortions to also 
provide 16 weeks of paid maternity 
leave to employees in Arkansas.
 HB 1148 (Family) — This bill 
by Rep. DeAnn Vaught (R/Hora-
tio) and Sen. Kim Hammer (R/
Benton) provides an income tax 
credit of up to $1,000 for money 
spent on diapers, baby formula, baby 
wipes and prepackaged baby food.

Bad Bills Filed So Far
 HB 1024 (Public Drinking) 
— This bill by Rep. David Ray 
(R/Maumelle) and Sen. Matt 
McKee (R/Pearcy) would let cit-
ies and towns that do not collect 
advertising and promotion taxes 
on hotels and restaurants estab-

lish entertainment districts where 
public drinking is legal. This would 
let communities authorize public 
drinking in entertainment districts 
even if the community does not ca-
ter toward hospitality and tourism. 
That has the potential to expand 
public drinking in Arkansas.
 HB 1174 (Fetal Homicide and 
Wrongful Death) — This bill by 
Rep. Richard Womack (R/Arka-
delphia) and Sen. Matt McKee 
(R/Pearcy) changes Arkansas’ fetal 
homicide law and wrongful death 
statute. Among other things, the 
bill makes it possible to prosecute 
or sue a woman for the death of her 
unborn child. It is unclear how a 
court might interpret and enforce 
this bill in light of Arkansas’ laws 
prohibiting abortion.
 HB 1204 (Nonpublic School 
Testing) — This bill by Rep. Jim 
Wooten (R/Beebe) requires non-
public schools that receive any 
form of state funding to assess their 
students with a standardized test.
Other Legislation to Watch
 SB 4 (National Security) — 
This bill by Sen. Gary Stubblefield 
(R/Branch) and Rep. Mary Bent-
ley (R/Perryville) restricts access 
to TikTok on computers, tablets, 
phones and other devices owned 
by the State of Arkansas.
 HB 1255 (National Security) 
— This bill by Rep. Wade An-
drews (R/Camden) and Sen. Steve 
Crowell (R/Magnolia) prohibits 
corporations and governmental 
entities from China, Iran, North 
Korea or Russia from purchasing 
property in Arkansas.
 HJR 1001 (Salaries for Elected 
Offices) — This proposed consti-
tutional amendment by Rep. David 
Ray (R/Maumelle) and Sen. Ben 
Gilmore (R/Crossett) would let the 

Arkansas Legislative Update
By Jerry Cox, President • Family Council

See LEGISLATURE, Page 8
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 The month of December was full 
of laughter and lots of busy moments. 
We had lots of visitors from the States 
for the Christmas and New Year sea-
sons but continued to work with the 
ministry in Brasov. Our family visited 
a few times in the Oradea area to start 
meetings with the new church plant.
 The kids (mostly the girls) love visit-
ing the Christmas markets in Europe. 
The delicious foods and the Christmas 
cheer were everywhere that evening.
 What a blessing to gift coats and 
toys to the children for Christmas. The 
smiles on their faces and the excited 
voices made all the hassle worth it.
 Our family is so thankful for all of our financial supporters and the 
people who have continued to pray for us. You guys are the reason we 
can do ministry here.
 The Christmas season is full of laughter and love, and one of the ways 
we love on people here is to gift a tin of cookies. Pam, Candra and the 
girls made over 200 cookies to give to over 14 families or businesses. 
Most were extremely thankful and excited and that is all that matters.

Glancing Back and Looking Forward
 • Santandrei (Roma/Gypsy) — The Santandrei ministry is very slow 
but rewarding. The ministry leaders are Lavi and Marius. They have made 
an enormous difference in the community, and continue to do so weekly. 
Lavi works with the children weekly and has recently started to use her 
felt board, which has kept their attention a bit more than usual. The chil-
dren have begun to understand and ask appropriate questions. Marius has 
thrived with working with the adults in the community. There is one man 
in the village who has started reading the Bible in the mornings and pray-
ing. Pray that God can use this man, in his family and in his community.
 • Brasov (Return Church) — The ministry in Brasov has continued 
to thrive. They meet weekly as a whole and have a service with songs and 
a sermon. Please pray for this ministry as we have started to transition 
out and begin a new ministry.
 • Oradea (New Church Plant) — We have been meeting monthly, but 
at the end of January we began Sunday meetings as a traditional Sunday 
service that lasts three hours. Bryan and Dani are leading meetings with the 
Oradea ministry team. Please pray as our family and the Bagosis are still 
inviting and building our core group of this church plant, and that the other 
churches around this area will not cause problems for the new church.

Praise Reports
 • “Return” church plant in Ghimbav is outgrowing in-home meetings 
 • Fellowship time with Return Church family
 • Carina (Roma ministry) is meeting weekly with Lavi
 • Our language comprehension is growing
 • Our prayer and financial partners
 • The opportunity to serve in Romania
 We ask that you join us in prayer for the following:
 • Santandrei Roma Ministry (1:1 Bible studies, vandalism issues, fence 
for property, children’s behavior and Carina’s walk with Christ)
 • Brasov Ministry (college ministry with Roma community, weekly dis-
cipleship meetings, Sunday meeting location and evangelism opportunities)
 • Our transition (in January) to Oradea
 • Our new ministry opportunity in Oradea
 • Scholarships for the kids’ college
 • Our language skills to increase

(risnersinromania@gmail.com / risnersinromania.com)

 January in Zambia is typically 
amid the “rainy season,” but this 
year, like so many other places, the 
rains have been scarce. The tem-
peratures here were staying in the 
high 80s to low 90s, which wasn’t 
bad and would cool down as soon 
as a shower would come through. 
However, just like in Arkansas, the 
humidity would hit as soon as the 
shower was over.
 We had a visit scheduled with 
Johnmichael Poulin and had given 
him advance notice of what the 
weather had been like up until he 
arrived. It rained daily that week, 
and the temperature dropped to the 
mid-60s and 70s. On occasion, it 
almost felt a little chilly. He swore 
when he left he would never be-
lieve that Africa is hot. We had a 
great visit with Bro. Johnmichael 
the week he was here and got to 
spend a lot of time in the car with 
him taking him from and to Lusaka 
for his flights. Since we are still in 
the middle of language acquisi-
tion, most of our time with him 
was spent talking about how the 
language works, what things will 
look like when we finish language 
school and just getting some much-
needed encouragement.
 Since we are in the middle of 
learning the language we thought 
it would be neat to explain a little 
of what we’ve learned and what 
makes it difficult. In English, we 
have subjects, objects, nouns, verbs, 
pronouns, etc. and all the tenses 
rest on the verb. In ChiNyanja, the 
sentence structure is subject, tense, 
object, verb; and it all combines 

Bryan & Pam Risner • Romania

Spotlight On MissionsSpotlight On Missions
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Mickeal & Sharon Quillman • Zambia

into one word. For example:
 • “I am praying” is “Nipempela”
 • “I have prayed” is “Napempela”
 • “I will pray” is “Nizapempela”
 • “I was praying” is “Ninali ku-
pempela”
 This week, we were working 
on verb extensions. So instead of 
saying I am praying we added “for 
you.”
 • “I am praying for you” is “Ni-
kupempelela”
 • “I have prayed for you” is 
“Nakupempelela”
 • “I will pray for you” is “Niza-
kupempelela”
 • “I was praying for you” is 
“Ninali kukupempelele”
 Say that last one three times 
fast. We struggle with just say-
ing it once! If you would like to 
see a little more of our language 
homework, check out the poem 
we had to translate on the Pastor 
Quill Facebook page at facebook.
com/PastorQuillJohn94.
 Our land cruiser has been in the 
shop this week, getting the gearbox 
replaced so we can get back into 

the villages when the roads are bad. 
We will get back to Bible studies 
and discipleship while we learn 
the language this next week.

Prayer requests
 • Headman of Chibinga village 
as he is being discipled as a new 
believer,
 • Discipleship of all the new 
believers,
 • Salvation of all unbelievers in 
Chibinga,
 • The gospel to continue into 
the surrounding villages and
 • Our language acquisition 
classes.

Needs
 • Bibles in Tonga and Lozi 
language,
 • Shoes for the children in 
Chibinga,
 • Tires and a new gearbox for 
our 4x4. (This money has been 
pulled from our work fund as the 
need was immediate, but we pray 
the funds will be replenished.)
(pastorquill@gmail.com)

 World Missions Day — Don’t 
forget World Mission Day, Feb. 26, 
2023! Missionaries are the founda-
tion of foreign missions, but time 
and cost will never allow them to 
fulfill the “Great Commission.” 
The evangelization of the world 
will happen when we disciple and 
train nationals in their own coun-
try and culture to reach their own 
people with the gospel.
 • Baby Freedom — In the last 
newsletter, we shared with you 
about Baby Kloyd Freedom Albes, 
who is in desperate need of heart 
surgery. He is the son of Jack Lloyd 
Albes and Angie Albes, two of our 
BMA alumnae. Pastor Jack is a 
Filipino missionary pastor we have 
been supporting for quite a while, 
and he is working with a mission 
about two hours south of Bacolod.
 Freedom’s heart condition has 
worsened. His doctor has said he 
needs to have surgery as soon as 
possible because the pulse rate of 
one of his veins is way higher than 
normal, which makes it hard for 

Doug & Diane Lee • Philippines
him to breathe.
 The cost of the surgery 
is 500,000 Philippine pesos 
($10,000). To schedule the sur-
gery in Manila, they need 200,000 
Philippine pesos ($4,000) down 
payment and the surgery can be 
scheduled. We are thankful that, 
after our last newsletter, some of 
you have responded. His surgery 
has become urgent. If you can help 
with any amount, please send funds 
to BMA Missions Office, P.O. Box 
878, Conway, Ark. 72033 or Mill 
Creek Baptist Church, 11 Old Kiln 
Rd., Picayune, Miss. 39466. Please 
specify, “Freedom’s surgery.”
 • Three Ordained — We are 
simply amazed as we watch our 
students grow in knowledge and 
maturity from the time they begin 
their first year at the Bible College, 
graduate and then go out into the 
world to begin their ministry. These 
past few months have been one 
of those times when we marvel at 
how God is working in their lives. 
Three of our graduates were or-

dained recently and are working in 
respective missions and churches.
 Pastor Jan Ray Opril, a theology 
graduate, married one of our gradu-
ates, Kimberly, who graduated with 
a Church Music degree. He was 
ordained and pastors Jerusalem 
Christian Baptist Church in Cadiz.
 Pastor Joel Francisco, a mem-
ber of the Ata Tribe, who we have 
been supporting with the help of a 
church in the US, has been working 
with three missions in the tribal 
villages. He was ordained on Dec. 
24, and one of those missions was 
organized as a church the same day.
 Pastor Albert Ramos was or-
dained in December and is pastor-
ing a church in Lublub, Antique, 
on the island of Panay. Albert is 
a hard worker and is happy to be 
in this very remote area working 
with the wonderful people there. 
Pray for each of these young men 
as they continue their ministry.
 • From Diane — Some of you 
have expressed concern for me 

See SPOTLIGHT, Page 8
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 There’s one more “theologi-
cal fork in the road” to consider 
in selecting an end-time view. 
Remember though, the different 
end-time views may appear like 
options on buffet line, but our se-
lection must come from Scripture 
not by just what sounds good.
 We’ve worked through two 
“theological forks” so far — the na-
ture of prophecy and the timing of 
the Millennial Kingdom. The third 
is the most divisive — the timing 
of the rapture. Before we tackle 
that, there’s an aspect of end-time 
events we need to address to further 
understand the timing of the rapture.
 You know every prophecy 
teacher has to have a timeline. I’m 
no different, but my goal has been 
to boil my timeline down to the 
basic events needed to know the 
flow of the events at the end of 
the age. I love getting the chance 
to share my “simplified timeline.” 
The basic events included are the 
present age, the rapture, the resur-
rection, the return, the final seven 
years, the Millennial Kingdom and 
the new heavens and new earth. 
Most all premillennial timelines 
have these events, but I title one 
of the events differently than most 
modern timelines. Did you catch it?
 Most include a seven-year period 
called the tribulation with the last 
half of that being called the Great 
Tribulation or Time of Jacob’s 
Trouble. I simply call the period 
the final seven years. Calling it the 
Tribulation isn’t incorrect but can 
be oversimplifying the time period 
and missing a major detail of the last 
days. I will explain more in my next 
article, but first, let’s look at where 
we get this seven-year time period. 
The Bible is crystal clear on it.
 In Daniel 9, we’re given the 
Vision of the Seventy Weeks. 
This is one of the most incredible 
prophecies in the Bible. Though 
the phrase “weeks” (or as some ver-
sions have “sevens”) is confusing, 
the phrases are understood to refer 

End Time Views:
The Seven-Year Time Clock

to a group of seven years. This was 
a Sabbatical year cycle in ancient 
Israel. They would let the land rest 
every seventh year, or they were at 
least supposed to do so.
 I’m skipping over the details 
throughout the prophecy because 
I want to focus on the last verse. 
In the prophecy, Daniel is told 
that from a decree made to re-
build Jerusalem, there would be 69 
“weeks” or “sevens,” which means 
69 groups of 7 years. This would 
be 483 years. After those years, the 
Messiah would be cut-off. Then 
the counting would stop.
 How amazing is this? First, it 
foretells that the Messiah would 
be cut-off. Second, people before 
the first advent could have been 
counting down the years until the 
Messiah arrived.
 The counting stops until an 
event foretold in Daniel causes the 
time clock of the final seven years 
to begin: “He will confirm a covenant 
with many for one ‘seven.’  In the 
middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an 
end to sacrifice and offering. And at 
the temple he will set up an abomi-
nation that causes desolation, until 
the end that is decreed is poured out 
on him” (Dan. 9:27 NIV).
 In this final verse of the proph-
ecy, it is told that “he,” which seems 
to be the Antichrist, will make or 
strengthen an agreement with Israel 
for seven years. In Isa. 28:18, this 
agreement is called the covenant 
of death. This agreement starts the 
timeclock to these final seven years. 
Then in the middle of these final 
seven years, the Antichrist stops 
the Jewish sacrifices (which have 
restarted) and he sets up an image of 
himself or his god and desolates the 
temple. This event is often referred 
to as the abomination of desolation. 
At the time he breaks the agreement, 
he then turns against Israel. This is 
the start of the Great Tribulation or 
Time of Jacob’s Trouble. This is the 
only reference to seven years, but 
there are many passages that refer 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless

jake@standfirmministries.com • standfirm-
ministries.com

to the three and a half years.
 In Dan. 12:7, Daniel is told that 
it will be after “a time, times and half 
a time” before the age is completed. 
Most believe this refers to the three 
and half years. In Dan. 12:11, the 
count of 1,290 days is used, which 
is nearly three and a half years. 
 This time frame appears again 
in Revelation. Revelation 11:2 says 
the Gentiles will trample upon 
Jerusalem for 42 months, again 
three and half years. In the follow-
ing verse, it says the two witnesses 
will prophesy for 1,260 days which 
is close to the three and half year 
mark. The different amount of days 
matters, but in this article, I just 
want to point out that it is again 
near that half of seven years mark.
 In Rev. 12:14, we find the “time, 
times, and half time” phrase, which 
refers to the amount of time a rem-
nant of Israel is kept protected in 
the wilderness. In the next chapter, 
we see in Rev. 13:5 that the beast 
or Antichrist is given authority 
and is allowed to blaspheme God 
for 42 months.
 Daniel 9:27 is clear on the final 
seven years, and the idea of a three 
and half year time the Antichrist 
is allowed to bring great tribula-
tion upon Israel has witness after 
witness in Scripture. That’s what 
we want in deciding upon our end-
time view — for it to be threaded 
throughout the Bible. This has 
been some of the thread for the 
final seven-year time clock.
 Jake is the newest state missionary 
and would love to share about the 
work in Northwest Arkansas and 
encourage your church to stand firm. 
(standfirmministries.com)

 Editors note: This is the first of 
two articles on this subject.
 What is the average pastoral 
tenure among BMA Baptists? 
What is the benefit of a long-term 
pastorate for a church? What is 
the benefit to the pastor? Should 
a long-term pastorate be the goal?
 Several years ago, a young pastor 
who was experiencing some church 
difficulties approached the late I.V. 
Hight, former Director of Arkan-
sas State Missions, concerning the 
younger man’s circumstance. After 
hearing him out, Bro. Hight said, 
“I always served with the idea that 
I would stay at a church for no less 
than five years.” While Bro. Hight 
was certainly not trying to usurp the 
role of the Holy Spirit in the life of 
this young pastor, he was trying to 
tell him that not every difficulty was 
worth resigning over. That young 

Benefits of a Long-Term Pastorate
By Allan Eakin, Associate Editor

man went on to complete nearly 
10 years of ministry at that church.
 Some general observations about 
BMA pastors: older pastors tend to 
stay longer at a particular church; 
long-term pastorates are, more 
often than not, at medium to large 
churches; and churches that have 
long-term pastors are often more 
stable. While there is no empirical 
evidence to support these conclu-
sions, they are simply observations 
based on observing and serving 
BMA churches for over 40 years.
 So, what are some possible 
benefits of a long-term pastorate?
 • Credibility — To repeat the 
opening line to an article in the Jan. 
19, 2022 Baptist Trumpet titled, 
Landon’s Story, “There comes a 
time in life in which circumstances 
force you to decide if you really 
believe everything you’ve heard 
and everything you’ve told others 
about Jesus.” In essence, a long-
term pastorate affords God’s man 
the opportunity to navigate life’s 
challenges and obstacles in full 
view of the congregation. They can 
draw their own conclusions about 
whether the pastor really believes 
(thus practices) everything he has 
said about walking with Jesus.
 A long-term pastorate forces 
the leader to practice what he 
preaches or lose credibility with 
the congregation. God’s man can 
claim great things about God, but 
when the people see him actually 
living those things out, those truths 
seem a bit more real.
 Once credibility is earned, the 
long-term pastor can speak to dif-
ficult things and the congregation 
understands his heart. After years 
of integrity lived out before them, 
he can say “I need you to trust me 
on this matter.”
 • Spiritual Growth — Another 
of the benefits of a long-term 
pastorate is that the leader is chal-
lenged to study and grow to remain 
fresh. He is forced to move beyond 
his favorite sermons, hobby horses 
and “sugar sticks” in order to preach 
sermons that are both biblical and 
relevant. A growing pastor will take 
his congregation deeper into the 
Word of God as he goes deeper 
with the Lord himself.
 Once a pastor starts “mailing 
in” his sermons, his effectiveness 
diminishes. The average churchgoer 
knows when the preacher is preach-
ing the same sermon he preached 
two or three years ago. They are 
not fooled by a simple title change. 
When a congregation can recite 
the pastor’s stories as effectively as 

the pastor, a fresh moving of God 
is desperately needed.
 The late Dr. Jesse Thomas, dur-
ing a homiletics class at Central 
Baptist College, told about a visit 
he made to a church while on va-
cation. He noted that the pastor 
announced his sermon title, read 
his sermon text and began the 
morning message. He also noticed 
that a couple of people redirected 
their attention to the bulletin or to 
read another portion of Scripture. 
Bro. Thomas’ challenge to his class 
was to never let the congregation 
do that because they’d already 
heard that sermon before.
 • Stability — A third benefit of 
long-term pastorates is stability for 
the church, the pastor’s family and 
the community. When a church 
experiences a series of short-term 
pastorates, they sometimes become 
reserved toward the church leader. 
After several cycles of calling, get-
ting to know and then losing a pas-
tor, some church members choose 
to limit their openness toward 
God’s man. Their attitude becomes, 
“Why bother, he’ll be gone in a 
couple of years or so.” Candidly, 
veteran pastors tell us that their 
best years of ministry begin about 
year six or seven. A church becomes 
stable with stable leadership.
 The pastor’s family benefits from 
the long-term pastorate. In the 
past, preacher’s kids and military 
brats shared a common trait, they 
moved about every three years or so. 
They were always the new kid and 
endured many first-day-of-school 
experiences. A long-term pastorate 
allows the kids to have a “hometown” 
and the pastor’s wife to have deeper 
friendships with other women.
 For the pastor himself, the trust 
built during a long-term pastorate 
allows the leader to make mistakes 
and have the confidence of a stable 
relationship with the church.
 Long-term pastorates do not 
guarantee a church will be stable 
and grow. However short-term 
pastorates essentially guarantee 
that it won’t.
 — Allan began his 12th year as 
pastor at Celebration Baptist Church 
and hopes to finish his public ministry 
there.

DeathsDeaths
 Elaine Hubbard Andrews, 77 of 
Morrilton, passed away Jan. 29. She 
was a member of Calvary Baptist 
Church.
 Wesley Blake Powell, 69 of Mag-
nolia, passed away Jan. 24. He was a 
member of First Baptist Church.
 Jerry Lyndon Price, 82 of Searcy, 
passed away Jan. 22. He was a member 
of West Race Baptist Church.
 Mildred Louise Hill, 87 of Mar-
vell, passed away Jan. 17. She was a 
member of Calvary Baptist Church.
 Robert M. Kelley, 77 of Benton, 
passed away Jan. 7. He was a mem-
ber of Celebration Baptist Church in 
Haskell.
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Truth
 “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own 
sight” (Isa. 5:20-21).
 What does it mean? The prophet might as well have written to us who 
are alive today as this is exactly what we see all around us. The modernist 
cannot abide the existence of objective truth, and thus denies its very 
existence. Once one denies the existence of objective truth, it is a very 
small step to rejecting objective morals, ethics and goodness.
 Truth then becomes a matter of individual preference or belief and does 
not need to be grounded in reality. Thus, one cannot possibly make any truth 
claims about morals and ethics, which means goodness is also a matter of 
personal opinion or preference. So they will argue, “We cannot condemn 
another culture or people on the basis of morality, since morals are purely 
cultural.” The intelligent person can see why this line of reasoning is absurd.
 Most modernists will quickly say the actions of Russia or Germany 
killing thousands and millions of innocent people were evil, and rightly 
so. But in doing so, they are forced to admit that objective, absolute 
morals exist; yet, they will persist in their errors regarding most issues.
 For example, science clearly demonstrates the reality of two genders 
through nature, yet the modernist will agree that gender in their view 
or concept of gender is purely a social arrangement. In this example, we 
see how objective truth (science) is actually ignored in favor of subjective 
ideology, which is preferred by the individual.
 Truth is properly defined as “that which is in accordance with fact or 
reality.” In other words, any truth claims regarding nature, ideas, actions or 
beliefs must be predicated on fact or reality, the way things really are. Truth 
cannot be claimed solely on the criteria of emotions, desired reality or even 
sincere belief. If I sincerely believed that gravity will not work on me when 
I jump off the house, truth (reality) is unaffected. Gravity will most assur-
edly work for me, and I will plummet down to my demise. Reality does not 
bend to the desires, whims or what they think ought to be of anyone.
 All truth is God’s truth, and all truth is absolute and objective. “Surely the 
churning of milk bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the nose bringeth forth 
blood: so the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife” (Prov. 30:33). It doesn’t have 
to conform to your feelings, desires, etc. Truth is like the Creator, eternal.

From Our Missionaries
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “Thank God 
we had a great week in Ebenezer, 
we finished praying for the fami-
lies in Ebenezer. In each home 
we visited, it was a joy to see how 
warmly my wife, Kory and I were 
received and had time to devote to 
each home and the opportunity to 
fellowship with each person who 
attends our community in Christ.
 “We finished our series last 
Sunday that had to do with goals 
and how God guides us in estab-
lishing plans that glorify Him. Next 
Sunday, we will be praying with 
each other to dedicate the plans 
to God. It will be a good time of 
mutual support. We will also be 
participating in the Lord’s Supper.
 “Be praying for our activity on 
Feb. 12. That day we will have a 
special activity for the day of love 
and friendship, and it will be a good 
opportunity for the people of Eb-
enezer to invite friends to listen to 
the Word of God. Our attendance 

has been increasing little by little. 
Thank you for your prayers for us! 
To God be the glory!”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “Well, I said last week 
that the Lord is giving us a perfect 
opportunity to trust in Him, and 
that turned out to be true. We had 
eight inches of snow on Tuesday, 
and it caused an areawide power 
outage. Some still didn’t have their 
power restored until Sunday. We 
were not able to have Wednesday 
night service because the power was 
out at the church. Our number was 
way down Sunday morning as many 
were sick, and some were traveling, 
but we still had a great time of wor-
ship and many of those that were 
out watched the service online. 
 “The weather also delayed our 
work on the building, but we trust 
that it will get done in God’s timing. 
We did get our water line to the top 
of the hill (after some rock break-
ing), and we are waiting on Entergy 
to bring us power. Weeks like these 
remind us to ‘draw nigh to God and 

He will draw nigh to us.’ We lift our 
brothers and sisters that are not well 
up to the Lord and simply trust in 
His will and His grace, and we praise 
and thank Him in everything.
 “We thank you for your prayers 
for us, Flippin and our mission 
here. We ask that you please con-
tinue because God is faithful and 
is answering them.”
 The Table, Springdale: Clin-
ton Morris writes, “We have faced 
continual recovery and weather 
concerns, but there have been 
some great phone-centered con-
versations. Drew is working with 
the other church leaders to help 
construct a discipleship directive 
for our new believers. There are 
some great events we are looking 
forward to at the end of this month.
 “We are still navigating the tran-
sitional period between leadership 
opportunities and giving Drew more 
opportunities to lead and prayerfully 
considering the future.”
 Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan 
Clay writes “Things are moving 
right along at Faith Journey. We 
are really trying to follow God’s 
leading and timing with the plant-
ing of this mission. We feel that 
prayers are being answered and 
opportunities are coming our way.
 “In this week’s meeting, we 
covered the Apostle Peter. The 
lessons we can learn from Peter 
are how we can be bold without 
being brash. Peter had boldness 
when sharing who Christ is and 
understood that he had a purpose 
in his life to tell people about the 
Messiah, no matter the cost. We 
can also learn that we will make 
mistakes, but Jesus’ blood will cover 
all our sins. Even when Jesus told 
Peter that he would deny Him, 
Peter could not fathom this would 
ever happen; but it did, three times, 
in fact. Jesus knew this and still 
showed Peter mercy and forgive-
ness because of who He is — a 
loving and forgiving Savior. We 
praise God for His saving grace!”
 Misión Gracia Soberana 
(Sovereign Grace), NWA: Ro-
berto Marcelletti writes, “This 
week has been hard in pastoral 
work. Francisco Fernandez, the 
husband of Sister Maria, was 
rushed to the hospital in Spring-
dale and is in intensive care. Our 
Springdale connection group has 
been meeting in this home, so we 
had to suspend it. We have been 
activated as a church in prayer, 
demonstrating Christ’s love and 

concern for those who suffer.
 “In our Sunday service, God 
gave us a beautiful time. I noticed 
some people more committed and 
freer to give their best to the Lord, 
and something that has been a 
constant — we had a visitor who 
was very pleased, wanting to return 
and bring all his family. Despite the 
severe weather, we had a good group 
in our service. In every sermon, we 
are laying the foundation to grow 
as a church that has a lofty view of 
Scripture. I am very excited about 
what God is doing in Springdale, 
and we are praying for a place also 
in Rogers where we can constitute a 
vibrant and ever-growing Hispanic 
church as Sovereign Grace.”
 Epic Life, Pea Ridge: Jake 
McCandless writes, “Winter in 
Northwest Arkansas can be frus-

trating. We had snow and ice on 
our meeting days this week. My 
wife, who is a teacher, and my kids 
loved the snow day.
 “Our big challenge now is find-
ing a visible location to meet for 
our worship gathering and preview 
events. I am so thankful that Bro. 
Paul is walking through this with 
us. This past week, the Missionary 
Advisory Committee met and the 
Revolving Loan Committee met, 
both trying to find a solution for us. 
The price of property in Pea Ridge 
is making it difficult, but what is 
amazing is that we’re not alone. 
Across the state, I know BMAers 
like you are cheering for us. I’m 
thinking how amazing this would 
be if we were to do this for each 
and every church in our work. It’s 
incredible to not be alone!”

Paul White
executive Director

arstamis@comcast.net

Donna Webb, Administrative Asst.; (501) 565-4601
E-Mail: bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com

Office Location: 10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, AR 72209  
Mailing Address: PO Box 195514, Little Rock, AR 72219

www.bmaARmissions.com
Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, The Table, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Bryan Clay, Faith Journey, Benton; (501) 522-0079
Roberto Marcelletti, Misión Gracia Soberana, NW Ark.; (936) 202-7988

Jake McCandless, Epic Life, Pea Ridge; (501) 472-9079

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 Gospel Singing featuring the 
Haley Creek Singers, Feb. 5, 6 p.m.; 
Kingsland Baptist Church, Kingsland.
 CBC Homecoming, Feb. 17-18; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 Ark. Galilean Fellowship and 
Basketball Tournament, March 3-4; 
Central Baptist College, Conway.
 BMA of America, April 25-27; 
Antioch Baptist Church, Conway.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
23-26; Stoneridge Baptist Camp, 
Smithville.
 SOAR Student Conference, July 
3-5; Gaylord Texan Hotel, Grapevine, 
Texas,

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Jonesboro District Brother-
hood, Feb. 14; Nueva Esperanza, 
Jonesboro.
 Mt. Vernon Youth in Harvest, 
Feb. 20, 6:30 p.m.; Rondo, Lexa.
  Mt. Vernon District Brother-
hood, Mar. 6, 6:30 p.m.; Rondo, 
Lexa.
 Jonesboro District Broth-
erhood, March. 14; Stoneridge 
Camp, Smithville.
 Jonesboro District WMA, 
April 4; meal, 5:30; meeting, 6:30; 
Prospect, Jonesboro.

have it to the printer each Tuesday 
in the early afternoon so they can 
print them overnight, label them 
at our mailer/distributor who then 
delivers them to the post office on 
Wednesday to be mailed out.
 The digital copy of the Baptist 
Trumpet, known as the E-Trumpet, 
is delivered weekly (45 times a year) 
to a subscriber’s email address. The 
E-Trumpet is delivered on Tuesdays 
at about 5:30 p.m. The E-Trumpet 
is formatted just like the print copy. 
A subscriber can open the .pdf and 
view the digital copy on a smart-
phone, tablet, or computer. The E-
Trumpet also comes in an interactive 
version, which the subscriber can 
open and select an individual article 
to read. The selected article will 
enlarge on the screen and allow the 
subscriber to zoom in or enlarge the 
text for a more comfortable reading 
experience. An email on record at the 
Baptist Trumpet office is all that is 
necessary to receive the E-Trumpet.
 The Baptist Trumpet website 
contains the same articles and 
information as the printed ver-
sion of the Baptist Trumpet and 
the E-Trumpet. Articles found at 
BaptistTrumpet.com are posted on 
Tuesdays at about 2 p.m. Like the 
typical website, the subscriber can 
select the preferred article and it 
will display for easy reading. Most 
articles found at BaptistTrumpet.
com require the subscriber to log in 
to the website to access the content. 
A few, particularly those that pro-
vide information about local, state 
and national meetings, are available 
without logging in or even having a 
subscription to the Baptist Trumpet. 
To get login credentials, email me 
at associateeditor@baptisttrumpet.
com requesting login credentials to 
the website and I will provide those 
at the first opportunity.
 So, what does this mean for a 
Baptist Trumpet subscriber? For 
the same price, you can receive 
the Baptist Trumpet in a variety of 
ways. Every subscriber is entitled 
to access to the website. Beyond 
that, you can choose to receive 

TOTAL ACCESS
(Continued From Page 1)

your weekly Baptist Trumpet in 
your mailbox, your inbox or both.
 What are the action steps?
 • To take advantage of Bap-
tistTrumpet.com, email me at 
associateeditor@baptisttrumpet.
com requesting login credentials 
to the website.
 • To request receipt of the E-
Trumpet, email me at assoicate-
editor@baptisttrumpet.com with 
your request and that option will 
be added to your subscription.
 No one likes being short-
changed. No one likes discovering 
that they did not take advantage 
of all opportunities available to 
them. So, take advantage of your 
new Baptist Trumpet Total Access 
subscription today.



-8- BAPTIST TRUMPET, February 1, 2023

Organs Available
 Springhill Baptist Church in Greenbrier has two 
organs we would like to give away to a church that 
might be in need of one. One is a Hammond and 
the other one is a Baldwin, age unknown but they 
work. If you are interested, contact Brenda Mahan at 
Springhill Baptist Church in Greenbrier at brenda@
springhillbaptistchurch.info or (501) 472-6280.

SPOTLIGHT
(Continued From Page 5)

 Murmil Baptist Church lost 
our Heavenly Highway Hymns 
(First Edition) hymnals by fire 
and would like to purchase 
your hymnals if your 
church no longer uses 
them. Please contact 
Billy Smith at (870) 
310-5975.

sis is placed on world missions 
and how every person, church, 
tribe, tongue and nation is com-
missioned by God to join in His 
plan to reach the nations. Taking 
up weekly offerings, highlighting 
messages from BMAA Missions 
President Dr. John David Smith, 
speaking in local churches and 
hosting student rallies help focus 
the CO:MISSIONED specter to 
a people who see themselves as too 
poor and small for God to use.
 Missionaries down through 
history have always cheered the 
prayer support, giving and team-
work of their sending churches. 
Churches of the BMAA are the 
best at this. What can be said other 
than “Keep up the good work”?
 Here are some other sugges-
tions to insure World Missions 
Day is successful:  
 • Rally your local church to 
make World Missions Day an 
immense success through prayers 
and contributions.
 • Invite furloughed missionaries 
to your church’s CO:MISSIONED 
Day celebration. Right now, Asia-
Pacific missionaries Fil and Lisa 
Kakilala of Arkansas, Cris and Ali-
cia Samson of Mississippi, Marcia 
Okada of Texas, Danny and Rita 
Ballard of Mississippi and Jeremy 
and Mandy Hambrice of Arkansas 
all stand prepared and eager for an 
invitation to CO:MISSION with 
you.
 In this day of worldwide com-
munication, inviting a missionary 
on the field to participate in your 
church celebration is simply a mat-
ter of asking. Pre-made videos and 
even live events are possible. There 
literally is no excuse for not having 
a missionary hero as part of your 
World Missions Day observance.
 As a boy, and even through my 
adult life in church, I always heard 
visiting missionaries say “The most 
important need we have is your 
prayers.” I really didn’t understand 
this until Donna and I moved to 
the Philippines as missionaries 
in 2017. So, all your Asia-Pacific 
missionaries ask, plead, beseech 
and yes, even beg, for you to be 
CO:MISSIONED with us to pray, 
pray, pray!

CO:MISSIONED
(Continued From Page 1)

Chris Vines serving as our speaker 
and Galilean Riley Sellers serving 
as our worship music leader.
 At the close of our basketball 
tournament, the 2023 Arkansas 
Mr. Galilean Senior and Mr. Gali-
lean Junior will be announced.
 For further information, contact 
me at dwilltwelve@gmail.com or 
(501) 336-4586. You can also visit 
our Galilean website, galileans.com. 
I look forward to seeing you at the 
meeting!

TOURNAMENT
(Continued From Page 1)

LEGISLATURE
(Continued From Page 4)

General Assembly set salaries for 
various elected offices in the state.
 SB 113 (Contraception) — 
This bill by Sen. Breanne Davis 
(R/Russellville) and Rep. Deann 
Vaught (R/Horatio) requires 
Medicaid to reimburse healthcare 
providers for long-acting, revers-
ible contraception immediately 
and during postpartum.
 HB 1161 (Student Maternity 
and Paternity Leave) — This bill 
by Rep. Ashley Hudson (R/Little 
Rock) provides prenatal and postna-
tal leave for public school students.

Opportunities Opportunities 
For ServiceFor Service

 Beacon Baptist Church in Taylor is 
seeking a bi-vocational youth minister. 
Interested applicants need to mail a re-
sume to Attn: Youth Search Committee, 
P.O. Box 94, Taylor, Ark. 71861. Call 
Pastor Karry Easley for more informa-
tion at (870) 299-2751. Please leave a 
message if there is no answer.
 Calvary Baptist Church in Ar-
lington, Texas is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Resumes may be sent to 
resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org 
or Pastor Search Committee, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 2021 S. Davis, Ar-
lington, Texas 76010 or Jay Juarez at 
(214) 762-9807. 
 Keltys First Baptist Church in 
Lufkin, Texas is seeking a pastor of 
youth and missions. Resumes, including 
references, along with sermon samples, 
may be sent to dave@keltys.org. For 
more information and a complete job 
description, visit keltys.org/youthpastor.
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860.

since I have suffered from back 
problems these past few months. 
The doctors in the Philippines did 
what they could, but to no avail. 
I flew back to the US a few days 
before Christmas to see doctors 
here and undergo tests. Their di-
agnosis was neuro-spinal stenosis 
(a nerve root compressed between 
two lower vertebrae.) On Jan. 17, 
I had injections in my spine and 
hopefully, this will alleviate the 
pain. I am praying all goes well and 
I can return to the Philippines by 
the end of this month. Teaching 
my classes online is not the same 

as “face-to-face.” I sincerely miss 
seeing my “kids” at the college but 
even more so, my husband! We are 
immensely blessed to have you as 
our prayer partners in the ministry 
and as some of the most amazing 
friends in the world. Thanks to all 
of you!
 • Apples & Candy — The 
Scroggins and the Lees gifted the 
tribal (Ata) children with apples 
and candy! Most of these children 
had never tasted an apple! Thank 
you, Pastor Joel and Pastor Jason, 
for helping with this distribution!
 • The Darlene Carey Christian 
Academy — We currently have 
over 76 children enrolled at the 
Darlene Carey Academy. They 
reenacted the Nativity telling us 
about the birth of Jesus in songs, 
poems and Scripture for all the 
parents, staff, faculty and BMABC 
students! They concluded with all 
of them singing “Happy Birthday 
Jesus.”
 • Commission on Higher 
Education — We have marked an-
other milestone for the BMABC 
Philippines. We had our review 
for the CHED (Commission on 
Higher Education) office for levels 
three and four. Our staff worked 
many long hours in completing the 
documentation of all the activities 
of the college. It was presented in 
the CHED format to their person-
nel on their visit. A very big thank 
you to all who worked on this 

project. Students graduating with 
a certified diploma will be eligible 
for a better job. Thank you, Lord 
for helping us make this possible. 
Pray for us as we start the next 
process! (edouglee70@gmail.com, 
dianehusserlee@gmail.com)

RevivalsRevivals
 Lemonwood, White Hall, Feb. 
24-26; Neal Clark, evangelist; Ron-
nie Johnson, pastor. 
 Oakland Heights, White Hall, 
Feb. 26-March 1; Wes Wooley, pastor.
 Fellowship, Walnut Ridge, April 
16-18; Danny Bradley, evangelist; 
John Durham, pastor.


