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R & R Retreat is Back
By Paul White, Executive Director • BMA of Ark. Missions

 We are happy to announce that, 
having endured COVID, which 
interrupted it for the last couple of 
years, the R & R Retreat is back and 
better than ever. Years ago, God laid 
it on my heart to have a retreat for 
preachers where they could have fun 
and enjoy some wonderful worship 
times. It is called R & R (Relax & 

Refresh) because we want those 
who attend to go home rested, 
relaxed, refreshed and ready. 
 Churches or individuals, this is 
an opportunity for you to give your 
pastors and preachers of all ages 
a break. Pay their expenses, and 
you’ll be glad you did. Preachers 
need to be on the receiving end 
sometimes.
 This time is designed to give 
ministers an opportunity to be 
themselves while enjoying great 
food, good facilities and wonderful 
times of music and worship. Your 
time is your time — there will be 
a schedule, but attend all or none, 
it’s up to you. But I will warn you, 
you are not going to want to miss 
a single service.
 The facilities are good and the 
beds are not too bad, but the food is 
delicious! Not only do we worship 
in the truest sense of the word, but 
we actually have fun between times. 
Activities during break times will 
consist of pistol and rifle marks-
manship, axe throwing, horseshoes, 
bean bag toss, basketball free throws 
and hammer throwing, just to name 
a few. Equipment and ammunition 
will be provided.
There are no pre-set speakers for 
the few days we are there. When 
you arrive to check in, you are 
invited to drop your name in 
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 South America is a diverse continent, its landscapes ranging from 
jungle to desert and everything in between. The people of South America 
are just as diverse, but they all have one thing in common — their need 
for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
 The first BMA missionary to South America, Harold Morris, began 
serving in Brazil in 1951. Soon after, more missionaries arrived on the 
field, and after just three years, three state associations were formed, new 
churches were planted and numerous existing churches joined the newly 
organized Baptist Missionary Association of Brazil. Missions in South 
America exploded and soon spread to other South American countries.
 We are still seeing the fruits of early missionaries’ labors today, and coun-
tries like Peru are sending out their own missionaries to other countries. 
There are a number of churches that have made the transition from being 

CO:MISSIONED in South 
America — Building on a Legacy
By Johnmichael Poulin, Regional Coordinator for Africa & South America

This is only a news column, and 
the publishing of a person’s avail-
ability should not be considered a 
recommendation by the Trumpet. 
To view previous listings from this

column, visit our website at 
www.BaptistTrumpet.com.

MOVINGMOVING  
with Ministers with Ministers 

and Staffand Staff

 Danny Paul has resigned as 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church 
in Conway and has accepted the 
pastorate at Grace Baptist Church 
in Russellville. He will be on the 
field beginning Sunday, Feb. 26.
 Mike Silvey is the new pas-
tor at Central Baptist Church in 
Texarkana.
 East Foothills Baptist Church 
in Lindale, Texas is seeking a 
bi-vocational pastor. Resumes, 
including references, may be e-
mailed to eastfoothillsbc@gmail.
com or mailed to Marilynn May, 
13107 CR 431, Tyler, Texas 75706. 
For more information, contact Josh 
Richardson at (903) 316-3047.

 The 2023 CBC Homecoming celebration took place last week and I was 
glad to be able to attend some of the events of the week. (See the photo collage 
on page 8 for photos from the week’s activities.) Here are a few highlights that 
will be reported on in more detail as other information is released. 
 • Annual Chili Cook-off — Homecoming week kicked off on Wednes-
day, Feb. 15 at lunchtime with the Annual Chili Cook-off! Nine teams 
competed in the competition which included students, alumni, staff and 
faculty. The Maintenance Team won the Chili Champion Award, the 
Registrar’s office won the Tongue Burner award, the Financial Aid office 
won the Not Your Mama’s Chili award and the Faculty won the Most 
Creative Table award.
 • Chapel Pep Rally — After the Chili Cook-off, the Chapel Pep 
Rally was held where the chili winners were awarded their prizes and 
the homecoming court was presented. The Mustang mascot made an 
appearance and was officially named Maverick!
 • Women’s Basketball Game — On Thursday night, Feb. 16, the ladies 
hosted the Stars of Stephens College with a tropical theme night. They came 
back from a five-point deficit at halftime to defeat the Stars 55-54.

CBC Homecoming 2023
By Jeff Herring, Executive Editor

the bucket and names are drawn 
after everyone arrives to see who 
preaches. Who knows, you may be 
on the program! That is why we 
say, “Bring your best sermon and 
leave your tie at home.” Singers 
and musicians are needed as well.
 This is a very laid-back, come-
as-you-are event. The Jonesboro 
Association of Missionary Baptist 
Churches is the one who under-
writes this camp. That way we can 
keep the cost as low as possible. The 
cost per guest is $80 and includes 
snacks, drinks, five hot meals and 
two nights of lodging. (I know it 
is hard to believe!) If you would 
like to attend and cannot afford 
it, contact me or Ken Beaver for 
special scholarships.
  All preachers really ought to 
make the effort to come. You will 
be glad you did, and your people 
will be glad, too. We even have a 
guarantee — if you don’t enjoy it, 
you don’t have to come back!
 The R & R Retreat begins at 
noon on Tuesday, March 28, and 
will wrap up after breakfast on 
Thursday, March 30. It will be held 
at StoneRidge Baptist Camp in 
Smithville.
 For more information, includ-
ing a tentative schedule, and to 
register, visit BaptistTrumpet.com/
RR2023. You can also contact me 
or Ken Beaver if you have any ques-
tions. Everyone who registers will 
be given the chance to win a new 
Heritage single-action .22 pistol.
 We only have room for 300, so 
register soon! See you there.

In This Issue
Prayer & Student Ministry (pg. 2)

Spotlight on Missions (pg. 5) 
Stand Firm: The Rapture (pg. 6)

The Right Person in the Right Place (pg. 3)
We Have a Problem (pg. 3)

— Photo by Abigail Weihe via Tower Media
 (L/R) Executive Editor Jeff Herring escorts his daughter, Senior 
Homecoming Maid Autumn Herring, along with Kane Harrell.

mailto:eastfoothillsbc@gmail.com
mailto:eastfoothillsbc@gmail.com
http://www.baptisttrumpet.com/RR2023
http://www.baptisttrumpet.com/RR2023


-2- BAPTIST TRUMPET, February 22, 2023

Prayer & Student Ministry
 When you think about student ministry, prayer is probably not the first 
thing that pops into your mind. We think of lock-ins, youth group meetings, 
scavenger hunts and trips, but prayer is usually overlooked. Unfortunately, 
that same mindset permeates those serving in student ministry.
 Over the years, I know I have not prayed enough for my students or 
about the work we were doing with and for them. It just wasn’t a part of 
my “list.” If you serve with students, you know what I’m talking about. 
I must prepare for our youth talks and the upcoming mission trip, and 
attend ball games and concerts. My “list” also included the church music 
ministry for many years, so I was on a constant roller coaster of activity 
and didn’t slow down enough to pray about much at all.
 With all that in mind, I can’t stress to you how important prayer is to 
your students and student ministry. Whether you are serving with your 
students on a weekly basis or just love the young people you know your 
church is ministering to, prayer needs to be at the heartbeat of all we are 
doing. I realize this article is probably number four on prayer in the last 
few months, but again, it is important, and many who read these articles 
are the prayer warriors of our churches.
 As mentioned before, it is vital that we intentionally work to empha-
size prayer in our student ministries. Here are a few things to consider:
 • Model prayer well. We spend a great deal of time focusing in on our 
talks with students, but very little time thinking about how we talk to 
God in front of our students. I shouldn’t aim for big and flowery prayers. 
My aim should be to speak to God in a way our students would desire to 
spend time speaking to God. I would always find it weird when one of 
my students used a phrase that I would often use in prayer, but it should 
really be of no surprise. Our students are learning how to talk to God as 
we talk to God. Remember that and be more intentional as you pray.
 • Make sure it is a part of your youth group meetings. How much 
time is set aside for prayer in your student ministry meetings? My guess 
is not much. You probably pray at the beginning of your talk and as you 
wrap things up, but beyond that, are there specific times of prayer? We 
short-change our students when we think they will just get bored pray-
ing. We need to give them opportunities to pray for their friends, family 
and classmates. What are you emphasizing in your meetings? Whether 
spoken or not, what you give time to in your meeting tells a significant 
story about what’s important.
 • Tell stories about answered prayers. As you pray for your students 
and their lives, you will have stories to tell of how God has worked. 
Share as much as possible of those stories. God works in big ways, and 
it is important to share that work with your students and others. If you 
are going to share a specific story, be sure to check with those involved 
in the story before you share it online or as you teach.
 One of the greatest investments you can make in the lives of the stu-
dents connected with your church and community is to pray for them 
on a regular basis. Pray for the lost. Pray for the hurting. Pray that your 
church will not neglect your ministry responsibilities toward students.

Baseball
 • North Little Rock, Feb. 17 
— Playing at Burns Park for the 
first time this season, CBC was 
at home hosting a doubleheader 
against the Falcons of Kansas 
Christian College. CBC (3-5) 
split the doubleheader, winning 
game one 6-4 before losing game 
two 5-3.

Women’s Basketball
 • Conway, Feb. 17 — Opening 
their final homestand of the season, 
CBC hosted the Stars of Stephens 
College in an American Midwest 
Conference (AMC) game. CBC 
(10-14, 5-14 AMC) came back 
from a 5-point halftime deficit 
to defeat Stephens (16-9, 11-8 
AMC) 55-54. Caroline Citty and 
Olivia Lambrigtsen both finished 
in double figures with 16 and 11 
points, respectively, while Lam-
brigtsen led the way in rebounds 
with 9. CBC outrebounded Ste-
phens 40-32, hit 7 more free throws 
and were +8 on points in the paint.

Wrestling
 • Fort Worth, Texas, Feb. 18 
— CBC was on the mat at Texas 
Wesleyan University for the 2023 
AMC/Sooner Athletic Confer-
ence Championship. Six wrestlers 
placed in the top four in their 
weight classes, four wrestlers were 
named to All-Conference and 
CBC finished second in the AMC 
and fifth in the overall standings 
at the Championship. Darron 
Harvey defeated teammate Ant-
won Singleton in the final to win 
the heavyweight class and earned 
All-Conference honors as well as 
Newcomer of the Year. He quali-
fied for the NAIA National Wres-
tling Championship on March 4 
& 5 in Wichita, Kan. David Cor-
retjer placed fourth at 125 pounds 
and was All-Conference and 
Freshman of the Year. Alejandro 
Mas placed fourth at 149 pounds 
and Christian Richer took third 
at 165 pounds. Both also earned 
All-Conference selections, setting 
a record for most all-conference 
selections by CBC in wrestling. 
Gregory Pierre-Louis captured 
fourth at 197 pounds.

Women’s Basketball
 • Conway, Feb. 18 — CBC 
women’s basketball wrapped up 
their season with a visit from 
AMC foe Harris-Stowe State on 
homecoming inside A.R. Reddin 
Fieldhouse. CBC (11-14, 6-14 
AMC) finished their season with 
back-to-back wins, sending Har-
ris-Stowe (4-21, 3-17 AMC) back 
home with a stinging 53-49 loss. 
Caroline Citty had 14 points and 
Olivia Lambrigtsen added 12 for 
the Lady Mustangs to send them 
into the offseason on a high note. 

Sports
News

By Erik Holth
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 CBC’s Stampede Preview Days 
are fast approaching! These events 
are the best time to check out the 
whole CBC experience. Attendees 
will get to tour the campus, attend 
chapel, meet students and faculty 
and enjoy a hot, delicious lunch 
from our cafeteria. Plus, a $250 
CBC scholarship will be given to 
every student that attends! Our 
next Stampede Day is happening 
on March 8. You can sign up at 
cbc.edu/visit. Feel free to bring 
your friends and family.
 Are you a homeschooler or the 
guardian of a homeschooler? We 
have a special event just for you! Our 
first annual Homeschool Stampede 
Preview Day will take place on 
March 29! Tailored exclusively for 
homeschool students, families that 
attend will go to special sessions 
that cover pre-college testing like 
the Accuplacer, how to enroll as a 
concurrent high school student or 
full-time college student and talk 
with Financial Aid about scholar-
ships and the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). In 
addition, there are opportunities 
to meet our students, faculty and 
athletic coaches. A free, hot lunch 
is included from our cafeteria, and 
the opportunity to attend chapel and 
win door prizes. All students who 
attend will be given a $250 CBC 
scholarship. Families, guardians and 
students can sign up at cbc.edu/visit.
 Do you know what our Ad-
missions Department loves about 
spring? Campus tours! This is the 
perfect time to book your campus 
tour, whether you are a prospective 
student, pastor with youth group 
students, families or a teacher and/
or school counselor wanting to 
bring your class. All are welcome 
and invited! Each tour is person-
alized to the student or group, 
and students can even bring their 
friends or favorite person to make 

CBC Admissions

See SPORTS, Page 3

Indoor Track & Field
 • Elsah, Ill., Feb. 18 — Four 
athletes competed for CBC at 
the AMC Indoor Track Cham-
pionships, hosted by Principia 
College. Ally Swaim competed in 
four events, winning the 60-meter 

hurdles for the third straight sea-
son, with a time of 9.13. She also 
placed fourth in the 200 meters, 
10th in the 600 meters and third 
in the 60 meters. Josh Brown 
finished fifth in the 60 meters on 

the most of their experience. You 
can schedule your personalized tour 
at cbc.edu/visit. If you are bring-
ing a group of students, contact us 
at admissions@cbc.edu for dates, 
times and a customized itinerary.
 The Admissions Department 
and the Pace Program welcome 
new Pace Enrollment Coordinator 
Kayleigh Smith to Central Baptist 
College. As an alum of the school 
(’16), Kayleigh is excited to enter 
the role and help adult and online 
learners earn their college degrees. 
Kayleigh earned her BA in English 
from CBC, and she played on the 
Women’s Soccer team. She earned 
her M.Ed. from William Woods 
University in Fulton, Mo. Kayleigh 
is married to Ryan Smith (’16 
alum), and they have a son, Kelley 
James. She is a member of Antioch 
Baptist Church in Conway. Before 
beginning as the new Pace enroll-
ment coordinator at CBC, Kay-
leigh’s love for sports, specifically 
soccer, led her to become a high 
school soccer coach, where she led 
teams to the state playoffs multiple 
times. While coaching, she held a 
sports information director (SID) 
and admissions role at Episcopal 
Collegiate School, then contin-
ued to work in the SID role while 
teaching business classes at Beebe 
High School. Kayleigh also has a 
background in corporate marketing 
and is eager to apply those skills, as 
well as her expertise in education, 
to her new role at CBC.

Annual Scholarship Gala 2023
 CBC’s Fourth Annual Scholarship Gala will take place on Tuesday, 
March 28 at 6 p.m. at the Conway Expo Center. The black-tie optional 
event will be catered by CBC Dining Services, under the direction of 
Chef Billie Rodriguez. The night will be a celebration of Fearless Faith 
and will feature Harry Miller as the keynote speaker. The proceeds from 
the event will benefit the Central Baptist College Scholarship, Fund 
which supports institutionally funded scholarships. Sponsorships are 
still available by calling Amy Reed at (501) 205-8934 or areed@cbc.edu.

BMAA Meeting • April 25-27
Antioch Baptist Church • Conway

For more information visit
BaptistTrumpet.com/BMAA2023
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Just Thinking...
By Dr. Tom Mitchell

(501) 804-6647 • temitchell1946@gmail.com

The Right Person
In the Right Place
 Is God telling you it is time to 
move to another ministry? Do you 
have the peace of God in your de-
cision to move on or is there great 
inner turmoil? Make sure you are 
abiding in Him and His Word is 
abiding in you. When you are in 
His will, you have His calming 
presence; and conversely, there 
will be great unrest when you are 
not. Do your wife and family have 
peace about this decision? What do 
your mentors and spiritual friends 
have to say about the decision you 
are considering making? Please, 
only go to a church or ministry if 
God has called you; but also, do 
not leave until you are 100% sure 
it is God who is calling you away.
 Churches will come up and op-
portunities will present themselves. 
It seems like a cool thing to be 
wanted and needed, but is it? Even 
if it is a wonderful opportunity that, 
in and of itself, does not mean it is 
definitely God’s will. More impor-
tantly, does it match what God has 
already told you to do? You may be 
the “kind” of pastor they are look-
ing for, but that does not mean you 
are the “specific” person God had 
in mind. Opportunity does not 
mean obligation because the need 
for strong biblical, healthy, Great 
Commission churches with strong 
biblical pastors is everywhere. 
 Henry Blackaby said, “Though 
there are many marvelous places 
to serve the Lord, they are not the 
place God has called us to serve 
Him. To accept one of these offers 
would mean leaving unfinished 
much of what God had told us 
He wanted us to do where we are. 
God doesn’t leave loose ends when 
He guides people.” Moses made it 
clear in Exodus 33 that he did not 
want to proceed if God’s presence 
would not go with him. King Da-
vid (II Sam. 5:10 HCSB) had this 
same awareness, “And David became 
greater and greater, for the Lord, the 
God of hosts, was with Him.” David 
knew he was the leader, but he also 
knew God had placed him there.
 In God-Initiated Leadership, 
Bill Elliff said this about the 
confident humility King David 
possessed: “This is a powerful and 

essential couplet — confidence 
in your God-ordained position, 
but humility that is God-given.” 
Here are some great questions Bill 
encouraged us to ask ourselves.
 • Have you accepted the role of 
leadership where God has placed 
you?
 • Do you have confidence, not 
timidity?
 • Do you continually realize that 
it is His doing and lead under His 
authority?
 In a recent blog, Bill reminded 
us, “God will not come where lead-
ers are strutting. He knows He can-
not entrust His activity to them.”
 In our church planter training 
(DCPI) there are 12 biblical prin-
ciples the teaching is built upon. The 
first principle is the Boss Principle. 
Allow me to adapt it to every area 
of our lives and our ministries: 
“Christ is the Lord over all which 
includes your life, your family, your 
church, your dreams, your aspira-
tions, your goals and your place of 
ministry. He has a vision for your 
church.” Christ is Lord, and in 
Eph. 1:22-23 (NIV), Paul stated, 
“And God placed all things under his 
(Christ’s) feet and appointed him to 
be head over everything for the church, 
which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills everything in every way.”
 The training states a great re-
minder for all of us. “This passage 
teaches us that our Heavenly Fa-
ther placed Jesus Christ in the posi-
tion of headship over His church. 
The word ‘Lord’ refers to the boss, 
leader or head of an organization. 
Christ is the Lord of the church. 
He is the leader of the congrega-
tion… In order to have the right 
and biblical understanding of the 
church, the pastor must, through 
attitude and actions, submit to 
the Lordship of Christ over the 
church. The pastor must look to 
the Lord for guidance, direction, 
decision-making and vision.” 
 This reinforces that God has 
a plan for your ministry and your 
church. Here is God’s control as 
taught in the training — “In Acts 
16, the Apostle Paul is trying to 
plant a church. He wanted to go to 
Asia, but the Lord kept him from 

traveling in that direction. Then he 
decided to go to Bithynia, but the 
Spirit of Jesus would not allow the 
missionary team to go there. Christ 
envisioned Paul’s planting a Mace-
donian church (Acts 16:9-10).”
 This is huge. “Your job is not to 
invent a vision. Your work is not 
to appropriate a successful vision 
from another church planter and 
church. Your job is to prayerfully 
discern the vision that Christ has 
for your church.” 
 There is a danger in always look-
ing for open and closed doors, but 
you cannot deny that God utilizes 
them. Henry Blackaby said, “I have 
learned to trust that when my 
Lord closes a door in my life it is 
because He loves me too much to 
give me less than His best.” Re-
member, it seemed logical for Paul 
to evangelize Asia on his second 
missionary journey, but God closed 
the door. The account in Acts 16:7 
(HCSB) says, “They tried to go onto 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did 
not allow them.” That sure sounds 
like a closed door. If He is Lord, 
He not only chooses the servants 
He will utilize (here Paul and his 
team) but He also chooses where 
they will serve.
 Listen to Henry Blackaby 
again: “The key for Paul was not 
what he wanted to do for God, or 
what made sense to him, or even 
where the greatest need was. The 
key was going where God wanted 
him to go.”
 The reality is that it is not about 
you or me, and never will be. The 
ministry is about representing our 
Lord well and being faithful where 
He has placed us. Allow me to 
quote Bill Elliff again, “And most 
importantly, are you letting God 
lead you by aggressively pursuing 
His presence and instantly submit-
ting to His directives?”
 In other words, if God is saying 
stay, and more often than not He 
is, then stay!

Healthy Church Solutions

P.O. Box 878 • Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 • larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, Director of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions Department

healthychurchpodcast.com • healthychurchsolutions.org

 I was just thinking about the times in which we live. Fellow believers, 
we are living in awful, evil times. However, we who believe God’s Word 
should not be shocked. I remind you of what Paul wrote to Timothy: “But 
mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers 
of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without 
self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God — having a form of godliness but denying 
its power. Have nothing to do with such people” (II Tim. 3:1-5 NIV).
 Does that sound familiar? It should, because everything mentioned in 
that passage is evident — not just in our country, but also around the world.

“Houston (America), we have a problem!”
 Turn your television on, log onto the internet, read a daily newspaper, 
listen to the radio news… or just look around. No matter what some may 
say, things are not good in this old world. We have a problem. Things are 
getting worse, not better.
 Paul wrote Timothy elsewhere: “The Spirit clearly says that in later times 
some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught 
by demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences 
have been seared as with a hot iron,” (I Tim. 4:1-2).
 In our day, we are inundated with horrific news. Mothers are strangling 
their own children, mass shootings are taking the lives of hundreds and 
people are being beaten to death in subways, on playgrounds and on city 
streets. Yes, we definitely have a problem.

Embracing the Unholy
 In the United States, many scoff at the idea of a real devil. They con-
tinue to visualize him as a cartoon character in a red suit with horns on 
his head and carrying a pitchfork. But he is real and, year by year, month 
by month in our country, Satan and his influence is being embraced by 
people of all ages from all walks of life.
 This is not the America of our early beginnings — this is the America 
of the last days. At the recent Grammy Awards, the performance of “Un-
holy” was nothing but a time of evil and a not-so-subtle push of Satan 
worship. When such is promoted and welcomed, we have a problem.

Charlatans — Lovers of Money
 The departure from the good is not limited to the Grammy perfor-
mance. It is becoming more and more evident in churches across the 
nation. Preachers stand in pulpits and proclaim a gospel that is contrary 
to the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is one that urges the congre-
gants to crave riches rather than to serve the Lord. Such preachers are 
charlatans. The only ones prospering are the multi-millionaire pastors.

Should We Be Surprised?
 The answer is certainly no. God’s Word is true. It was true to Moses, 
to David and to Malachi. His Word was true to the apostles and the 
New Testament believers, and it is true to us today.
 What Paul wrote to Timothy needs to resound from our pulpits and 
Sunday School lecterns, and from around the family tables — “…some 
will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by de-
mons.” This generation must prepare the next generation — if there is 
one — to know the truth of God’s Word.
 The Greek word for abandon is “aphistemi.” It means to actively and 
intentionally depart, to desert, to revolt. We are seeing that abandonment 
today. This one-time “one nation under God” has become “one nation 
away from God.” We definitely have a problem!
 May our churches — pastors and members — remain true to the Word 
of God. May we not faint but stand steadfast in carrying the gospel. May 
we do so until Jesus calls us to Him!

We Have a Problem!

the men’s side while Isaiah Stiger 
placed fourth in the long jump with 
a new program record jump of 
6.12 meters, making him the first 
Mustang to jump over six meters, 
while Jadon Price finished 19th 
in the same event. Indoor Track 
season is now complete and the 
outdoor season begins on March 
11 at the Hendrix Alumni Open.

Men’s Basketball
 • Conway, Feb. 18 — CBC 
men’s basketball clinched a re-
match in the AMC quarterfinals 
in dominating fashion at A.R. 
Reddin Fieldhouse. CBC (19-9, 
11-5 AMC) dominated HSSU (8-
15, 7-9 AMC) to the tune of 47% 
shooting to 36%, winning 80-54, 
setting up another game with the 
Hornets on Thursday night (Feb. 
23) in the AMC quarterfinals. 
Tipoff is 7 p.m. at Reddin Field-
house!

SPORTS
(Continued From Page 2)
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 We are now approaching the 
halfway point in the current leg-
islative session. The following is 
a compilation of some of the key 
bills and proposals we are con-
cerned about, working on at some 
level or tracking. There are other 
measures, but the ones we list in 
these updates are the major ones.
 You will notice that some bills 
that were covered in previous up-
dates are not included in this one. 
Those are bills that were either 
passed and signed into law, defeated 
or withdrawn by the sponsor(s). We 
omit those to prevent the updates 
from being too long.
 • Senate Joint Resolution 
13 (SJR13) — This measure is 
a proposed state constitutional 
amendment. The legislature can 
refer up to three amendments to 
the voters of Arkansas in general 
elections. This amendment, if ap-
proved by both chambers of the 
legislature and wins passage in a 
general election, will legalize the 
recreational use of marijuana and it 
will also allow Arkansas residents 
to grow their own marijuana. The 
measure is pending in the Senate’s 
State Agencies Committee. This is 
a bad bill which we need to defeat.
 • House Joint Resolution 
1008 (HJR1008) — This may be 
the worst proposal filed thus far in 
this legislative session. We must 
defeat this measure and do so vig-
orously. In addition to many other 
things, this proposed amendment, 
if submitted to the voters and ap-
proved, would repeal the state’s 
Unborn Child Amendment, and 
create the fundamental right to 
abortion. Even a late-stage abor-
tion could be performed if a doc-
tor states it is necessary to protect 
the physical or mental health of 
the woman. Given that incredible 
authority, an unscrupulous doctor 
could easily greenlight an abortion 
that should be prohibited. This 
proposed amendment is waiting 
to be heard in the House’s State 
Agencies Committee. We will work 
tirelessly to defeat this measure if it 
gains any traction. At this point, we 
don’t think it will get much support, 
but we will monitor it closely and 
alert you should we need to bring 
pressure to bear on the legislators.
 • Senate Bill 43 (SB43) — 

This bill will further define 
what constitutes “adult-oriented 
performances” and will prohibit 
such performances from being 
conducted on public property or 
in the presence of children and 
further forbids public funding of 
those events. This bill, which has 
been amended twice, passed the 
House and is hopefully headed for 
approval in the Senate. It should 
become Arkansas law.
 • Senate Bill 81 (SB81) — This 
bill will amend the law concerning 
obscenity provided to a minor, in-
cluding from a library. This bill was 
amended recently and is pending in 
the Senate’s Judiciary Committee.
 • Senate Bill 66 (SB66) — If it 
becomes law, this bill will require 
that internet and other distribu-
tors of obscenity utilize reason-
able age-verification methods to 
prevent minors from acquiring 
the obscenity. Failure to do so can 
result in lawsuits against those 
providing obscenity to minors 
without the required safeguards. 
Judgments for successful litiga-
tion can include awards, punitive 
damages, attorney’s fees and court 
costs. The bill has passed the Sen-
ate and is awaiting action in the 
House, where it is highly likely to 
be approved. This protection for 
our children is needed and should 
become Arkansas law.
 • House Bill 1156 (HB1156) 
— If approved, HB1156 will pro-
tect students at public schools and 
public charter schools from having 
to share sex-specific spaces —such 
as locker rooms, shower rooms, re-
strooms, and changing areas where 
stages of undress are common — 
with a member of the opposite 
biological sex. Accommodations, 
such as single-use facilities may 
be provided for those declaring a 
different gender identity than the 
sexual identity given at birth. The 
bill has been approved by the House 
and is pending in the Senate’s 
Education Committee. This bill is 
essential if we are to protect female 
students from having to undress and 
shower with biological males.
 • House Bill 1301 (HB1301) — 
This bill will legalize abortion if a 
doctor says the unborn child has 
a “fetal abnormality incompatible 
with life,” whatever that means. 

The bill has no definition of fetal 
abnormality, so it could mean just 
about whatever a pro-abortion 
doctor wanted it to mean. The 
danger in establishing an arbitrary 
jumping-off point where abortions 
could legally be performed is obvi-
ous. Where might it stop? This bill 
is awaiting action in the House’s 
Public Health Committee. We 
strongly oppose this law and will 
work hard for its defeat.
 • House Bill 1174 (HB1174) 
— This bill, while well-intended 
to further defend and protect 
unborn children, goes too far in 
our opinion. Should it become 
law, HB1174 would allow for 
the charging and conviction of a 
woman who willingly undergoes 
an abortion of her child. The bill is 
pending in the House’s Judiciary 
Committee, but we don’t think it 
will gain any traction and we can-
not, in good conscience, support it.
 • House Bill 1151 (HB1151) — 
HB1151 will increase the penalties 
for the crime of sexually groom-
ing a child. This bill is waiting to 
be heard in the House’s Judiciary 
Committee.
 Please contact us if you have any 
questions or concerns about any of 
these issues, and we will be glad to 
explain these matters further. Thanks 
for your participation in good gov-
ernment. It works best when we get 
involved, have our voices heard and 
our preferences are known.

Arkansas Faith & Ethics 
Council Legislative Update

By Larry Page, Executive Director

 • Alumni & Friends Lawn Party 
— On Friday night, Feb. 17, a time 
of fellowship and food was held 
in and around the Mabee Student 
Services building, including glow-
in-the-dark laser tag. Alumni joined 
with current CBC students to enjoy 
a great time of fellowship and, from 
what I hear, reintroduced the beloved 
game of “wall ball” that was a staple 
of the old student center for students 
that attended in the 1990s.
 •  Endowed Scholarship 
Breakfast — Saturday, Feb. 18, 
kicked off with the Endowed 
Scholarship Breakfast that allows 
sponsors of CBC’s endowed schol-
arships to meet the recipients of 
their scholarship funds.
 • Joyce Garrison Naming Cer-
emony — At 10 a.m., many gath-
ered for a time to honor and hear 
a few words from Joyce Garrison 
as the business department was 
named in her honor as the Joyce 
Garrison Department of Business. 
It was announced at this ceremony 
that CBC has begun the three-year 
process to establish a Master of 
Business Administration program 
as well. This process includes rais-
ing approximately $525,000.
 • Alumni Luncheon — The 
traditional Alumni Luncheon took 
place from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and 
included a wonderful meal pre-
pared by CBC Dining Services 
Chef Billie Rodriquez and her 
staff, a time to present awards to 
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the various alumni (see the Feb. 1 
issue for details of those awards) 
and also an update from Presi-
dent Terry Kimbrow. He shared 
that $647,116 has been raised to 
recover the estimated loss from 
last year’s cyber-attack. He also 
shared that the upcoming Fourth 
Annual Scholarship Gala is set for 
March 28 with a goal to raise $1.3 
million to cover the cost of CBC 
scholarships. (CBC has received a 
pledge of  $500,000 as a matching 
challenge and, if met, means they 
are already at 75% of the goal.). 
There is also a need to raise $1.2 
million so construction of the new 
CBC Baseball Stadium can begin.
 • Women’s Basketball Game 
— The day’s activities contin-
ued with the women’s basketball 
game. They took on the hornets 
of Harris-Stowe University and 
pulled out a 53-49 win.
 • Homecoming Court — Be-
tween the basketball games, the 
Homecoming Court was intro-
duced, and Allison Mantooth was 
announced as the 2023 Homecom-
ing Queen.
 • Men’s Basketball Game — 
Homecoming week and a busy 
day of activities concluded with 
the Men’s Basketball team wrap-
ping up their conference schedule 
with a dominating 80-54 win over 
the Harris-Stowe hornets. They 
are hosting the AMC Conference 
Tournament Quarterfinal at the 
A.R. Reddin Fieldhouse on Thurs-
day, Feb. 23 at 7 p.m. where #3 seed 
CBC will face the #6 seed Harris-
Stowe again for a chance to move 
on in the conference tournament.

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
EVENTSEVENTS

 Ark. Galilean Fellowship and 
Basketball Tournament, March 3-4; 
CBC, Conway.
 Gospel Singing featuring the 
Haley Creek Boys, March 5; 6 p.m.; 
Kingsland, Kingsland.
 Bluegrass Gospel Singing fea-
turing Lindley Creek (Greer Family), 
March 19; 5 p.m.; Union, Rosston.
 CBC Scholarship Gala, March 
28; Conway Expo Center, Conway.
	 Pastor’s	R	&	R, March 28-30; 
Stoneridge Baptist Camp, Smithville.
 BMA of America, April 25-27; 
Antioch Baptist Church, Conway.
 Hot Dogs and Hot Rods Car 
Show, June 3; benefits Water for 
Christ; Lifesong: Greenbrier.
 National Galilean Camp, June 
23-26; Stoneridge Camp, Smithville.
 SOAR Student Conference, July 
3-5; Gaylord Texan Hotel, Grapevine, 
Texas.
 Student Ministry Matters Re-
treat, Sept. 16; CBC, Conway.
 BMA of Arkansas Meeting, Nov. 
2-3; Central Baptist College, Conway.
 Celebration 2023 (formerly the 
National Senior Adult Conference), 
Nov. 28-30; Chateau Resort; Branson.

RevivalsRevivals
 Lemonwood, White Hall, Feb. 
24-26; Neal Clark, evangelist; Ron-
nie Johnson, pastor. 
 Oakland Heights, White Hall, 
Feb. 26-March 1; Wes Wooley, pas-
tor.
 Fellowship, Walnut Ridge, April 
16-18; Danny Bradley, evangelist; 
John Durham, pastor.
 Fourth St., West Helena, Oct. 
1-4; Sun.- 5 p.m., Mon.-Wed. – 6:30 
p.m.; Michael Hight, evangelist; 
Lance Madden, pastor. 



-5- BAPTIST TRUMPET, February 22, 2023

 Three duffel bags — that’s the 
current extent of my children’s 
ministry supplies on a given Sun-
day. But let me back up.
 My name is Candra Barnett, and 
I am a missionary in Romania. I am 
working in our third church plant, 
and God is tremendously blessing 
our efforts. We had close to 40 adults 
and 20 children last Sunday, and we 
are quickly outgrowing the home 
we are meeting in and the children’s 
bedrooms that have served as our 
Sunday School rooms.
 Because of this, we have decided 
to rent a building. The building we 
have found is perfect, and I will 
have three children’s classrooms. 
However, this means I will need 
more than what I can fit into a 
duffel bag and bring into a child’s 
bedroom to do Sunday School! We 
will need tables and chairs, shelves 
and rugs and all the things that 
go into a Sunday School room! 
That’s where the churches of the 
BMA come in. I need your help 
in furnishing these classrooms.
 If you would like to partner 

Spo t l i gh t  On
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Candra Barnett • Romania
 Big things are happening here 
in Romania! I have recently moved 
from Brasov to Oradea, where we 
are working on our third church 
plant. In the midst of monthly 
trips back to Oradea to meet with 
our team (Dani and Claudia Ba-
gosi) and the people interested 
in joining us, we worked hard to 
finish strong in Brasov. We had 
a wonderful Christmas morning 
service together, in which the kids 
performed an impromptu nativity 
pageant. I dearly love and miss these 
sweet families in Brasov and am 
praying for this group to continue 
to grow and thrive in our absence.
 During the week of Jan. 8-14, 
we packed and moved from my 
apartment and Pam and Bryan’s 
house. It was a busy, exhausting 
week, but we got it all done and 
are so thankful to be in Oradea. I 
am now next-door neighbors with 
Bryan and Pam in a community 
just outside Oradea!
 Soon after we moved to Ora-
dea, our group started meeting 
on Sunday mornings in Dani and 
Claudia’s home. We are regularly 
having over 40 adults and close to 
20 kids in attendance each Sunday, 
and this is a huge and unexpected 
blessing! We have a variety of 
people from different backgrounds 
who are coming together and 
are also inviting their unbeliev-
ing friends. This means we have 
already had to look for a place to 
rent, and will be moving into our 
new building in a few weeks!
 As you can imagine, children’s 
ministry with 20 kids is very dif-
ferent from the 6 I had in Brasov! 
In fact, this means I am now not 
just the teacher, but a coordinator 
of volunteers for this ministry. I 
have several ladies who rotate in 
and out, teaching three different 
age groups! I have loved getting to 
know all these new kids, parents 
and teachers.
 I need your help! As I’ve men-
tioned, we are moving into a new 
building very soon. This building is 
completely empty. This means that 
I will need furniture and supplies 
for my three children’s rooms. I am 
wanting to buy shelves, rugs, tables 

The new church plant in Oradea meeting in Dani and Claudia Bagosi’s home.

and chairs for these rooms. To do 
this I need to raise $5,000. If this is 
something the Lord is asking you 
or your church to help with, please 
reach out to me at candrainroma-
nia@gmail.com and I can tell you 
more about how to do that! Every 
donation helps — $75 will buy a 
table, $10 will buy a new toy and 
$20 will buy markers and crayons 
for the three rooms!
 “But when Jesus saw it, he was 
indignant and said to them, ‘Let the 
children come to me; do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the kingdom 
of God’” (Mark 10:14 RSV).
 Please join me in praying for 
the following:
 • Upcoming furlough (I will be 
in the States from March 13-June 
8).
 • Our new church plant to grow 
in God’s grace.
 • That the new building is ready 
for us to move in soon.
 • For the lovely ladies who are 
teaching in this children’s ministry 
— Dorina, Adina, Anca, Nina and 
Ana. May God bless them each for 
their service.
 • That God will continue to bless 
Return Church plant (Brasov) and 
our gypsy ministry (Santandrei).
 • Ladies’ Day! March 8 is a big 
holiday here and we are planning 
a big event with the new church 
plant. Each of the ladies in our 
church has been challenged to 
bring a non-believing friend!
 • For our health. We have been 
sick with five different illnesses the 
past few months. Pray that God 
will protect our health.
 We praise God for the follow-
ing:
 • Our move went smoothly and 
we are settling in well!
 • Our new Church plant is 
growing very quickly! We are 
consistently 50-60 people on a 
Sunday!
 • We found the perfect new 
building in a great area. This area 
is new and developing and does 
not have a church of any kind.
 • God is knitting our team’s 
hearts together with love. 
 • Teen Meetings — this past 
Friday our Teen Meeting had over 

40 teenagers present! Many of 
these kids are teens we know from 
church camp. We are praying they 
can continue to grow in their faith.
 • Churches have donated so we 
can buy the chairs we need in the 
new building.
 • The children’s classes are going 
well! The kids are getting to know 
each other and their teachers, and I 
have heard many good reports from 
parents!
 Thank you for reading and pray-
ing. If you would like to learn more, 
you can do so at my blog, Candra 
in Romania (candrainromania.
wordpress.com).

Can You Help?
By Candra Barnett, BMAA Missionary • Romania

mission churches to self-sustaining, 
self-governing churches, and now 
many of those churches have mis-
sions of their own. Also, a number 
of individuals have been called into 
ministry and are going to new mis-
sion fields. What’s especially excit-
ing is when we find out about new 
churches after they’ve been planted, 

CO:MISSIONED
(Continued From Page 1)

 Lonnie Ray Von Thurman, 85 
of Potosi, Mo., passed away on Feb. 
2. He pastored several churches in 
Arkansas, Alaska, Tennessee and 
Missouri including: Landmark 
Baptist Church in Corning; Bruin 
Park Baptist Church and Cook 
Inlet Baptist Church in Anchor-
age, Alaska; First Baptist Church 
at Munford, Tenn.; Neelyville 
Baptist Church in Neelvyille, Mo.; 
Breton Creek Baptist Church in 
Potosi, Mo.; and Mt. Olive Baptist 
Church in Salem, Mo.
 He enjoyed woodworking, 
playing the guitar, electronics, 
songwriting and singing.
 Survivors include: his wife 
of 67 years, Dorothy Coble 
Thurman; three children, Craig 
(Luanne) Thurman of Caswell, 
Alaska; Cynthia (Mark) Thoenen 
of Jefferson City, Mo. and Lon-
nie Ray Von (Fara) Thurman Jr. 
of Texarkana; three sisters, Peggy 
(Curt) Reinbott of Harviell, Mo.; 
Sue (Charles Carner) Thurman 
Beller of Harviell, Mo.; Joy Davis 
of Jonesboro and Marilyn Lee 
of Jonesboro; two brothers, Jim 
(Violet) Thurman of Jonesboro 
and Roy (Rosalee) Thurman of 
Jonesboro; 6 grandchildren and 
15 great-grandchildren.
 Services were held Feb. 8 at 
Fowler and Sons Funeral Home 
at Neelyville, Mo., with interment 
at Antioch Cemetery in Oxly, Mo. 
with Terry Sharpe officiating.

BMA Pastor 
Dies

with me to provide the needed 
resources, please contact me at 
candrainromania@gmail.com. You 
can also send checks to BMA Mis-
sions, P.O. Box 878, Conway, Ark. 
72033, with “Candra Barnett-kids” 
in the memo line.
 Thank you so much for your 
prayers and support. I would not 
be where I am today without the 
churches of the BMA.

which shows us that churches aren’t 
dependent on the U.S. or our fund-
ing, and they are truly self-sustaining.
 While church planting in South 
America is thriving, there is still 
a need for more ministry-minded 
individuals to serve this continent. 
I would love to see BMA Missions 
have an American missionary in 
South America, and I encourage 
pastors to pray to that end and 
consider going on trips with us.
 The dynamics of ministry in 
South America change drasti-
cally from country to country. 
We have missionaries working up 
and down the river on the border 
between  Venezuela  and  Colom-
bia where there are no churches. 
We also need more mentors and 
coaching relationships. In  Bo-
livia,  where we have established 
churches, the needs are at more of 
an administrative level. Uruguay is 
very secular and dry with only one 
BMA church, and Argentina only 
has one as well. My prayer for 
these two countries is to see us do 
something other than maintain just 

one church. It would be amazing 
to see God plant a church in both 
Uruguay and Argentina this year.
 Pray for new leadership and for 
local churches to continue assum-
ing the responsibility of sending 
out their own missionaries. We 
have no American missionaries 
in South America, but we have 
a need for them. The only place 
in Latin America where we have 
American missionaries is Mexico 
where we have Grady and Denise 
Johnson, Tommy and Sara Rose 
and Hannah McLelland faithfully 
serving. I urge you to consider 
your role in global missions — 
go with us. You aren’t going to be 
more mission-minded unless you 
go and see. Pray the same way we 
pray for our churches in the States, 
that God will continue to bless, 
raise up leaders and multiply.

https://candrainromania.wordpress.com
https://candrainromania.wordpress.com
mailto:candrainromania@gmail.com
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 Several weeks ago, I began 
walking through different views 
of Bible prophecy. My hope isn’t 
to give a buffet for us to pick a 
favorite, but rather to push us to 
see and examine which one has 
the most solid Biblical evidence. 
With every topic, a “
proof text” could be found, but 
we’re not looking for one verse 
to serve as a foundation of a view, 
but rather the whole counsel of 
God. There should be multiple 
witnesses for every biblical posi-
tion we take. I believe we should 
treat our Bible interpretation like 
a replay in football. With replays, 
the ruling on the field stands un-
less there is enough evidence to 
overturn that ruling. The “ruling 
on the field” with Scripture is what 
it plainly says in context and how 
it was understood by the original 
audience.
 We have looked at the differ-
ent views of the nature of Bible 
prophecy and the Book of Revela-
tion. The views are that it could 
be futuristic, symbolic, already 
fulfilled in the first century (pret-
erist view) or already fulfilled at 
another point in history (histori-
cist view). The next examination 
of views is within the futuristic 
approach. They center around the 
1,000-year reign of Christ on earth 
found in Revelation 20 (the Mil-
lennial Kingdom). The views are 
that we’re in the kingdom now 
(postmillennial), there is no literal 
1,000-year kingdom (amillennial) 
or that it will begin when Jesus 
returns (premillennial).
 This final set of views are all 
found within premillennialism, 
and they’re views on when the 
rapture will take place. The rapture 
is the most well-known event of 
the last days. It is when Jesus ap-
pears in the sky at the end of the 
age and calls up all the believers 
who are alive on the earth at that 
time. It’s the “left behind” event.
 The clearest passage on the 
rapture is found in I Thess. 4:16-
17 (NIV): “For the Lord himself 

End Time Views: Rapture
will come down from heaven, with 
a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God, and the dead in Christ 
will rise first. After that, we who are 
still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we 
will be with the Lord forever.”
 Paul writes there in I Thes-
salonians, that “we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them (the resurrected 
believers) in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.” The term rapture 
comes from the phrase “caught up.”
 As you can see, the rapture is 
just one part of this event. At the 
time Jesus appears, the last trumpet 
sounds, the resurrection of those who 
have already passed and are saved, 
the rapture of believers who are alive, 
the gathering unto the Lord and the 
receiving of our new bodies.
 What an awesome event! I 
believe we sell this event short by 
just talking about the rapture. Jesus 
called it the “gathering” in Matt. 
24:31. I think it makes a tremen-
dous impact if we use Jesus’ term 
over simply saying the rapture. The 
rapture focuses on “just getting out 
of here” while “gathering” focuses 
on being gathered to Jesus. Being 
gathered to Jesus is the ultimate 
reward, it is the blessed hope.
 It’s interesting in the debate of 
the timing of this rapture, rarely 
are the other parts of this event 
tied into the interpretation. They 
should be. There are four main 
views of the timing of the rapture:
 • Pretribulation Rapture — 
This view is that believers will be 

Stand Firm & Live Epic

Helping you navigate such a time as this.
By Jake McCandless

jake@standfirmministries.com • standfirm-
ministries.com

raptured before the final seven 
years of this age. This is the view 
found in the Left Behind books. 
It seems to be the most prevalent 
across America.
 • Mid-tribulation Rapture 
— This view is that believers are 
raptured at the midpoint of the 
final seven years. This is the timing 
of the abomination of desolation 
and before the Great Tribulation 
or Time of Jacob’s Trouble.
 • Pre-Wrath Rapture — The 
actual timing of the rapture in 
this view varies, ranging from the 
midpoint up to hours before Jesus’ 
physical return. Most proponents 
place it around six years into the 
final seven. The idea is that there 
is a time in those final seven years 
when the tribulation changes from 
God-allowed-man-caused tribu-
lation to God’s wrath. A reading 
through the seals, trumpets and 
bowls seems to indicate there is this 
change. This view is that believers 
are removed before God sends His 
wrath.
 • Post-tribulation Rapture 
— This view is that the rapture 
happens at the end of final seven 
years. Depending on when one 
places their pre-wrath view, it can 
be nearly synonymous with this 
view.
 Unfortunately, I’m not left with 
room in my word count (which 
seems to grow with every article) 
to dive into the “ruling on the 
field” for the rapture timing views. 
I would argue that there’s not 
been much diving into the bibli-
cal support for the rapture timing 
in preaching over the last several 
decades. I believe there is much 
more clarity in the Bible than we 
give it credit on the subject.
 As this view continues to be 
debated, I do believe it is im-
portant to at least consider the 
preparations for the timing. Most 
all of us are pretribulation raptur-
ists, but if that’s wrong then that 
could be detrimental to the faith 
of believers — leaving us unpre-
pared. I encourage everyone to at 
least crack the door to the possi-
bility that the rapture may not be 
before the tribulation or that the 
tribulation in your nation may be 
before those seven years. A friend 
of mine uses the line, “hope for the 
best, prepare for the worst.” That’s 
likely a good approach in terms of 
thinking of the rapture.
 — Jake is the newest state mis-
sionary and would love to share about 
the work in Northwest Arkansas and 
encourage your church to stand firm. 
(standfirmministries.com)

Free E-Trumpet
   Any active BMA military personnel 
is eligible to receive the Trumpet free. 
Please send  their name, address or 
email address to P.O. Box 192208, 
Little Rock, Ark. 72219; or editor@
baptisttrumpet.com.

 Despite extreme hardships and uncertainty in Myanmar, God has been 
faithful to Lifeword’s global partner, Rama, in his efforts to share Jesus 
Christ. Since staging a coup in 2021, the military in Myanmar has car-
ried out a brutal nationwide crackdown. This has made sharing the gospel 
message difficult, and many believers have been killed. Most forms of com-
munication are tapped and commandeered by the military, but Rama and 
his team are able to send and receive Lifeword programming to a playout 
center in Singapore to beam the programming back into Myanmar.
 Even though they are not free to gather and worship, they are still 
meeting in small numbers, leading Bible studies in nearby villages, sharing 
gospel tracts and visiting people house-to-house. In the midst of such 
opposition, there are still many who are being baptized and discipled.
 Rama continues to share the message of Christ through YouTube, 
Facebook and the radio. He has heard from several who, after listening 
to his messages, have repented of sin, idolatry and false beliefs. Rama 
has been faithful to the call to minister to these people in spite of such 
opposition, and God has also been faithful to His work and to show 
Rama some of the impact his efforts are having on the people. Allow us 
to share some of that fruit with you:
  • One man from the Yangon Division called Rama and said he’s been 
caught in a cycle of drinking and disconnection from believers. He listened 
to their radio program, felt the conviction of the Holy Spirit and asked 
for prayers that he could change, telling Rama, “Your radio program is 
a blessing.”
 • Another man from the North, who had been listening to the radio 
program for several years, came to the mission church for worship for 
months, declaring his faith in Jesus Christ and rejecting all other gods. 
He passed away shortly after his conversion. Rama praises God that this 
man’s eternity is forever changed.
 • One man, clearly caught in sin, reached out to Rama after hearing his 
message on Facebook about the thief on the cross. “If I repent before I die 
like the man on the cross, will God forgive me?” he asked. They continued 
discussing forgiveness and how life is full of unexpected things.
 • Another man who was also listening to Rama’s messages on Face-
book came to faith in Christ and contacted Rama to thank him. They 
were even able to talk over the telephone.
 • Two other men contacted Rama through Facebook asking how to 
be saved and came to know Christ as their Savior.
 • One woman messaged Rama through Facebook saying that she had 
been doubting her salvation, but after hearing his message she gained 
assurance of her salvation and felt such peace.
 This month, Rama reports that the military has been coming into their 
community to conduct “checks,” which means they can search and seize 
anything they want. This has forced Rama and his team to be especially 
careful, causing them to be unable to email or communicate with oth-
ers, particularly with those in foreign countries. They came into Rama’s 
apartment, but thankfully they did not see his laptop.
 As you can see, Rama and his team are living through unimaginable 
difficulty, but the message of Christ is still growing and changing lives. 
This is just some of the fruit of Rama’s partnership with the faithful God 
who called him. We are grateful for your partnership with Lifeword which 
enables missionaries like Rama to proclaim Jesus Christ to a broken world.

Rama praying with new believers.

God Has Been Faithful
By Heather Harrison
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Is It Ever Too Late?
 It was our Lord who said, “I must work the works of him that sent me, 
while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work” ( John 9:4).
 I seriously doubt that most believers relate their service to God as 
work. Why is that? Because work requires effort and energy. The farmer 
goes to town, buys the best seed, puts it in the barn and goes and sits 
down in the rocking chair. Then when his neighbors are bringing in the 
harvest, he sits idle and cannot understand why he has no harvest.
 We are living in perilous times, folks. I am 71, and I have never seen 
sin running so rampant. It’s enough to break your heart, to see just how 
cruel people can be one to another. Yet we are to be a light in a dark 
land. The church stands as a witness to the love of an all-powerful God. 
Every time you leave your home and head to church, you are being a 
witness for Jesus. Sadly, there are many today who cry, “Do away with 
the church; its outdated!” But, friends, I promise you the day is coming 
when those same people will change their minds.
 Is it ever too late? I had an eye-opening experience while serving as 
your missionary in Highland from what a sweet lady in her 80s told me 
after I had shared Christ with her. I will never forget how the big tears 
began to run down her face and she looked me in the eyes and said, 
“Bro. Paul, no one has ever told me that before.” Why did this happen? 
Because the churches of our association sent me to share the good news.
 A person cannot bow before Jesus and remain the same. I know that 
there are people in our state who have never heard the gospel, the good 
news of Jesus Christ. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not be-
lieved? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent? As it is written, how beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things” (Rom. 10:13-15).
 Seldom a week goes by that I do not hear of a conversion, or a life 
being touched by your missionaries. And it’s all because you care. The 
old song says, “Little is much when God is in it.”
 My second question — is there anything we can do? The answer is, 
yes, there is! May we continue to let the light of the gospel shine by 
sending men out to help us fulfill the Great Commission! Not everyone 
is called to go, but all are called to send.

From Our Missionaries
 Misión Creciendo en Cristo 
(Growing in Christ), North Little 
Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas writes, 
“We thank God for the life of Lucio 
de Jesus, a young man who was hit 
by a vehicle and was admitted to the 
Intensive Care Unit at the hospital. 
The doctors recommended discon-
necting him since they did not give 
him hope of life. The church was 
praying for him, and he miraculously 
recovered. He was released from the 
hospital this week, and his sisters 
took him to North Carolina to care 
for him. When we visited him in the 
hospital, we shared the gospel with 
his sister, Marta, and with him. We 
did not know if he heard the gospel, 
we will follow up with him this week, 
but Marta did make a profession of 
faith as we shared in previous reports.
 “This weekend, we enjoyed the 
visit of Johnmichael and Angela 
Poulin. A group of couples had lunch 
with them on Saturday. That same 
day, John Michael shared the Word 
with the church at 7 p.m. and then 
in our Sunday service. God used 

him a lot. At the end of the message, 
four brothers and two sisters made 
the commitment to disciple where 
they were, knowing they are not 
perfect, and that God will be with 
them always. We thank God for the 
ministry He has placed in the hands 
of Johnmichael, for Angela (his ideal 
help) and their children. We pray 
that God will use them greatly.”
 Ebenezer, West Little Rock: 
Ruben Isturiz writes, “We had an 
inspiring service last Sunday going 
over the question ‘What is church?’ 
New people are coming and we 
thought it was good to review the 
meaning of church and the impor-
tance of identifying yourself and 
being part of a crazy church. We 
continue to pray for the Venezu-
elan family to make their decision 
for Christ and to join our group to 
be baptized this summer. Thank 
God they are more stable and their 
children are attending school. Pray 
that God will give them the oppor-
tunity to rent a house and be able to 
develop as a family in this country. 
They live with their nephew, and the 

opportunity to live on their own is 
opening up. Pray for this transition.
 “This week, I had a training in the 
Baseball Chapel ministry. We have 
a new platform where we can send 
our reports and have the series of 
Bible studies we give to the players. 
Pray that this year we will have new 
Hispanic players to minister to and 
present the gospel to this year.
 “I ask for your prayers for the 
workshop ‘Evangelism, Disciple-
ship and Gospel Movement.’ We 
have not been able to start because 
we have had too many activities and 
have not found a convenient day for 
everyone. It is very important for 
Ebenezer that we start with this 
workshop as it gives a vision and 
tools to share your faith with oth-
ers and how to establish bridges of 
friendship with the community in 
which we live. May God be glorified 
with the work we do at Ebenezer.”
 Faith Chapel, Flippin: Johnny 
Shew writes, “What a beautiful day 
we had Sunday! Our number was 
down, but we still had a great time of 
worship. We were in Acts 27, Paul’s 
journey to Rome. We learned that 
if we are His, and we serve Him, 
we can believe Him, and no mat-
ter what storms we go through in 
this life, He is with us and will get 
us through them. Sometimes He 
uses the storms to get us to exactly 
where He wants us to be, and some-
times the storm isn’t even about us, 
we have to go through it to reach 
someone else. I hope Paul was able 
to reach those other 273 people on 
that ship after telling them what 
God told him would happen and 
then seeing it happen. After seeing 
the way he went through the storm, 
trusting God no matter what, even 
when the others had lost all hope. 
But it doesn’t say that any of them 
believed. I just hope at least some of 
them did. I can’t imagine they didn’t.
 “The block for our foundation 
was laid this week, and we have 
water on the hill. We will be adding 
fill and starting the plumbing this 
week. Praise God (whose I am, and 
whom I serve) for completing each 
little part of this project. I believe 
Him, that it will be just as He 
wills; and I trust Him completely 
to build this building and to build 
His church here in Flippin.
 “Thank you for your prayers and 
your support. It means so much to 
us!”
 The Table, Springdale: Clinton 
Morris writes, “It was a busy week 
for all the right reasons. I helped 
out Clement, our local flower shop 

owner, get through the Valentine’s 
Day rush on Monday and Tuesday. 
On Wednesday, I was able to get 
to many meetings with a few of 
our church folk and work on some 
further arrangements with our local 
coffee shop (such as getting a stor-
age unit on site for the church).
 “Thursday was my normal meet-
ing with Drew Whitton to discuss 
some very exciting future plans 
for the community. We are work-
ing on some upcoming leadership 
transfers for positions within the 
church and starting up a project 
that will help us minister to the 
local homeless community. We 
have some considerations to start a 
video game-based ministry to reach 
preteens/teens with the gospel.
 “On Sunday, we saw many of 
our people come back to the ser-
vice, and also saw some guests. We, 
as a church, are headed to the ‘Jesus 
Revolution’ movie this Friday. One 
of our church members paid for all 
the tickets.
 “The fellowship and unity in 
the church are strengthening. 
Continue to pray for the church, 
the unity and the future pastor and 
his family. We know Satan will do 
everything he can to shut down 
God’s work. Let’s see this race to 
the finish line and beyond.”
 Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan 
Clay writes, “We had a great night 
of fellowship and trivia at Faith 
Journey this week. We have come 
to learn that our folks love a good 
game of Bible trivia and, if you throw 
in a good meal, you have yourself 
a fun time of fellowshipping and 
getting to know those who have 
been attending faithfully at the mis-
sion. We use this time to help each 
other become more involved in the 
learning of Scripture and make it a 
fun, interactive way that we all can 
participate in and grow in the Word.
 “Keep praying over our mission 
as we begin to follow where God is 
planting us in the community. The 
days ahead are full of promise with 
what God has planned for Faith 
Journey and we are in awe of what 
He has already shown us so far in the 
mission. Lives are changing and our 
mission families are growing closer 
with every meeting. Praise God for 
bringing these people together. We 
look forward with anticipation as 
He continues to add others to Faith 
Journey.”
 Misión Gracia Soberana (Sov-
ereign Grace), NWA: Roberto 
Marcelletti writes, “It has been an 
eventful week for the Marcelletti 
family. It began on Monday when I 
had to take Patty to the emergency 
room and she was diagnosed with 

Bronchitis and prescribed to rest 
all week. Despite these difficulties, 
brothers and sisters were visiting 
my wife and praying for her.
 “We continue to pray for the 
husband of our sister, Maria Fer-
nandez. He left the hospital, but 
the news is not good regarding his 
health. His diagnosis is not the best 
and the doctors did not give him 
much hope, so we have dedicated 
ourselves to giving him emotional, 
spiritual and even economic sup-
port. This situation, although pain-
ful, has united us as a church waiting 
on the will of God for him.
 “We also started another dis-
cipleship group on Sunday with 
those who want to be baptized. The 
group initially is eight people, and 
we are begging God to maintain 
the fervor for wanting to fulfill this 
biblical ordinance. We are joyful 
for them. We continue to pray for 
a meeting place in Rogers.”
 Epic Life, Pea Ridge: Jake Mc-
Candless writes, (2/5) “Last night 
we had our February Collective 
Worship Gathering at our house. 
We had five first-time visitors. I’m 
starting to love waking up on a 
Monday morning and our house 
looking like there had been a party. 
In the last two gatherings, though 
we start at 5 p.m., it’s been past 10 
p.m. before everyone leaves. Both 
worship and fellowship linger. 
Though we’re enjoying the gather-
ing in our home, we’re excited about 
the possibility of having a place to 
call our own. We’ve locked in on a 
possible location but are having to 
petition the city’s planning com-
mission for a zoning change.”
 (2/20) “This was an exciting 
week for Epic Life. It has been 
tough connecting with people these 
past couple of winter months, but 
Thursday we walked into softball 
tryouts and were amazed that the 
very families we had been ‘circling in 
prayer’ were there and asked about 
Epic Life — they asked us! 
 “This week we’ve also made an 
offer on a house for the Mission. 
Yes, a house! As I’ve shared, we have 
struggled to find a meeting place. 
While in the area looking for a meet-
ing place, Bro. Paul suggested, due 
to the price of commercial property 
in the area, that we look at a home. 
We found one that was on a main 
road, had an open floor plan, had 
plenty of parking and had land for 
the future. This week an offer was 
made. It is contingent on receiving 
a conditional permit from the city’s 
planning commission. Pray with us 
as neighbors receive letters today and 
for the upcoming planning commis-
sion meeting on March 7.”

Paul White
executive Director

arstamis@comcast.net

Donna Webb, Administrative Asst.; (501) 565-4601
E-Mail: bmaofarkfrontdesk@gmail.com

Office Location: 10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, AR 72209  
Mailing Address: PO Box 195514, Little Rock, AR 72219

www.bmaARmissions.com
Facebook.com/ArkansasMissions

Missionaries
Michael Hight, Hispanic Coordinator; (501) 326-0198

Ruben Isturiz, Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock; (501) 707-5388
Juan Carlos Posadas, Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR; (501) 712-8752

Johnny Shew, Faith Chapel, Flippin; (870) 421-1984
Clinton Morris, The Table, Springdale; (870) 316-1519

Bryan Clay, Faith Journey, Benton; (501) 522-0079
Roberto Marcelletti, Misión Gracia Soberana, NW Ark.; (936) 202-7988

Jake McCandless, Epic Life, Pea Ridge; (501) 472-9079

Let Trumpet Printing 
be your printer with
Competitive Prices

Trumpet Printing, Inc.
10712 Interstate 30 • Little Rock, Ark. 72209 • (501) 565-0479
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DeathsDeaths
 Betty Sue Johnson, 73 of Taylor, 
passed away Feb. 9. She was a member 
of Corinth Baptist Church.
 Eulice Edwin Bain, 96 of Malvern, 
passed away Jan. 29. He was a member 
of South Main Baptist Church.

Opportunities Opportunities 
ForFor

ServiceService
 Calvary Baptist Church in Ar-
lington, Texas is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Resumes may be sent to 
resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org 
or Pastor Search Committee, Calvary 
Baptist Church, 2021 S. Davis, Ar-
lington, Texas 76010 or Jay Juarez at 
(214) 762-9807. 
 Meadowside Baptist Church in 
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister 
at (620) 704-6860.

Reports 
from the 

Churches
 Bethlehem, Greenbrier added 
one by baptism; Dr. Martin Jameson, 
pastor.
 Milligan Ridge, Manila wel-
comed one by baptism; Mike Colvin, 
pastor.
 Pleasant Springs, McCaskill 
gained one by baptism; Jarod Hendry, 
pastor.

DISTRICT 
CALENDAR

 Mt. Vernon District Brotherhood, 
March 6, 6:30 p.m.; Rondo, Lexa.
 Jonesboro District Brother-
hood, March 14; Stoneridge Camp, 
Smithville.
 Mt. Vernon Youth In Harvest, 
March 20, 6:30 p.m.; Fourth St., West 
Helena.
 Mt. Vernon WMA, April 1, 10 
a.m.; Harmony, West Helena.
 United District WMA, April 1; 
Hattieville, Hattieville.
   Jonesboro District WMA, April 4; 
meal, 5:30; meeting, 6:30; Prospect, 
Jonesboro.
 Greenbrier District WMA, April 
13; 10 a.m.; lunch to follow; Im-
manuel, Greenbrier. 
 Mt. Vernon Youth In Harvest, April 
17, 6:30 p.m.; Bethel, Forrest City.

Central Baptist College Homecoming Highlights

mailto:resumes@calvarybaptistarlington.org

