BAPTISTs RUMPET

www.baptisttrumpet.com

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF ARKANSAS

Volume 84

January 24, 2024 Little Rock, Arkansas

Number 17

How Do We Associate? Series (Part 3)

Executive Editor’s Note: The “Moving the Conversation Forward”article by Associate Editor Allan Eakin
in the Dec. 20 issue introduced a series of articles we would feature at the beginning of the new year. The first
of these articles — “How Do We Associate?” — appeared in the Jan. 10 issue.

In the Jan. 17 issue, we shared the stories of two of the ministries that are made possible because of the
churches of the Baptist Missionary Association of Arkansas. We will return to the ministries from the state of
Arkansas in a future issue. In this issue, we will share the stories of the two largest ministries — BMA Global
(Missions) and Lifeword — that are made possible because of the national association of churches — Baptist
Missionary Association of America (BMAA). (A/] articles in this series are being made available and accessible to
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By Donny Parrish,
Executive Director

At Lifeword, we
tell the story.

Lifeword is es-
sentially a media
missions ministry.
We use all sorts oyf - ,&
media — radio, television, the In-
ternet, digital print — to share the
message of Jesus with the world. We
desire to help our BMA churches
fulfill the Great Commission by
using every media platform at our
disposal to tell His story.

On Sept. 4,1965,Harold Mor-
ris,the BMA of America’s first mis-
sionary,began a Saturday afternoon
radio broadcast on KSTL In St.
Louis, Mo., “to make Jesus known
to the multitudes of our land.” In
November of 1965, Morris named
his program The Harvest Gleaner
Gospel Hour (HGH), and three

See LIFEWORD, Page 6
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BMA GL¥BAL

By Dr. John David Smith,
President

With humble
beginnings and
a great focus on
God’s mission,
BMA Globalbegan
in 1950 through
the efforts of the
churches of the newly formed
Baptist Missionary Associa-
tion (BMA) of America (North
American Baptist Association at
the time). Six North American
church planters and two interna-
tional missionaries were elected
that first year. All glory to God
that through the years of faithful-
ness and focus on that great mis-
sion, BMA Global has grown to a
ministry of over 400 missionaries
working in 70 countries of the
world. Hundreds of thousands
have been reached with the gospel,
discipled, trained and empowered
toward a church planting ministry
that now includes well over 2,000
established churches, in addition
to 400 current church plants.

In his insightful writing on the
mission of God, Christopher J.
H. Wright penned the following
to a class he was teaching on the
Biblical Basis of Mission: “Iwould
like to rename the class from “The
Biblical Basis of Mission’ to “The
Missional Basis of the Bible.” He
continued, “I wanted them to see
not just that the Bible contains a
number of texts which happen to
provide a rationale for the mis-
sionary endeavor, but that the
whole Bible is itself a ‘missional
phenomenon.” ‘The Bible, and
especially the New Testament, is
a product of God’s mission as it
was given by the Holy Spirit on
the mission field and not in the
classroom.The Bible is indeed the
story of God from beginning to

See BMA GLOBAL, Page 4

Bibles for the People of Zambia
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By Kelly Williams, Arkansas WMA President

'The Arkansas WMA metin November at Central Baptist College and
selected the Quillmans and their work in Zambia as our project for the
year. We are raising funds to help buy Bibles in the people of Zambia’s
own language. Some villages the Quillmans work with have only one
Bible for the whole village. Mickael Quillman shared that they could
buy a Bible in the language of the village for $10 each.

What if every active church member of every active BMA church
gave $10 this year to buy a Bible? I think most everyone can give $10
in a year. It would only take one cup of coffee and/or one hamburger
eliminated from our lives to pay for a Bible.

Please consider giving through your local church so the people of
Zambia might know Jesus by reading in their own homes in their own
language what He has done for them.

You can send the funds to Pat Duncan, Arkansas WMA Treasurer,
P.O. Box 30, Hardy, Ark. 72542. Just designate donations as “Arkansas
State WMA project.”
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JUNE3 -6 STAND FIRM CAMP IN WEST TEXAS**
JUNE 11 - 14 GIRLS DISCIPLESHIP RETREAT
JUNE 16 - 19 COMBO STUDENT CAMP
JUNE 16 - 19 COMBO PRETEEN CAMP
JULY 7 - 10 PRE-TEEN CAMP
JULY 14 - 17 ARK-LA-TEX CAMP
JULY 21 - 2§ STUDENT CAMP

DanielSprings2024Schedule

By Jason Prewitt, Camp Director

Get ready for an unforgettable summer experience at Daniel Springs
Baptist Camp (DSBC)! Our purpose is to provide a unique opportunity
for all youth to connect with God and experience His presence through
prayer, Bible study, small group activities and recreation. Our program
is designed to help you grow in your faith and equip you to do the work
of your ministry, and our promise is to do everything in our power to
bring you closer to a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

We are located in Gary, Texas on 54 acres and our facilities include
19 air-conditioned cabins and 4 air-conditioned and heated dorms, as
well as small tabernacles for group activities. Join us for a summer of
growth, adventure and fun as we discover what God has in store for us!

We are so excited about the summer 2024 camp schedule and all the

See CAMP, Page 2
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President

Central Baptist College
1501 College Ave. « Conway, Arkansas 72034
(501) 329-6872 « (800) 205-6872 » www.cbc.edu
Twitter: @CentBaptCollege and @tkimbrow

CBC Professor Graduates
With Second Doctoral Degree

Central Baptist College takes

prideinourfacultyand the work they

doonour campus. Asaresult,welove
taking opportunities to celebrate and
commend their achievements, and
we are very happy to congratulate
Dr. Rachel Scott for obtaining her
second doctoral degree.

Dr. Scott, Associate Professor
of Biology, graduated in Decem-
ber from the University of Central
Arkansas (UCA) with her Doctor

of Philosophy (PhD) in Physical |

Therapy. Scott’s dissertation, Modi-

fred Predictors of Chronotropic Re- | y
sponse to Exercise in People with and i 4 4 ;
Without Obesity, earned her a second doctorate In 2006 Scott earned a

Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) from UCA.
Before her appointment as associate professor of Biology, Scott
worked full-time as a physical therapist (PT). As a PT, she worked in

several different clinical settings,including pediatrics,orthopedics,sports

medicine and neuro rehab.

Dr. Scott teaches Human Anatomy & Physiology I and 11, Histology,
Neuroscience,Medical Terminology, Research Methods and Zoology. Scott
is also the faculty sponsor for the CBC Medical Professionals Society.

By Erik Holth

Wrestling

* Fort Worth, Texas, Jan. 17 —
Competing for the second time in
the 2024 calendar year, CBC was
on the mat at Texas Wesleyan for a
dual with the Rams. CBC got three
individualwins,butfellin the overall
dual 42-18.David Corretjerpicked
up a forfeit win at 125 pounds, Ale-
jandro Mas picked up a forfeit win
at 149 pounds and Inson Guerrier
earned a win by fall at 165 pounds.

*Conway,Jan.20—Competing
at home for just the second time
this season, CBC hosted the 2024
CBC Mustang Dualsat A.R.Red-
din Fieldhouse. CBC, Little Rock,
Schreiner and Northeastern Okla-
homa A&M were the four schools
competing. CBC had five wrestlers
on the mat, with David Corretjer
competing at 125 pounds, Alejan-
droMas competing at 149 pounds,
Isaiah Hendrix competing at 157
pounds, Inson Guerrier compet-
ing at 165 pounds and Kyle Bahl
competingat174pounds. Corretjer
and Masboth won againsttheir op-

ponents from Schreinerand NEO,
while Guerrier and Bahl both beat
their opponents from Schreiner by
fall. Bahl's match was extremely
exciting, because he overcame a
14-5 deficit to win the match.

Women’s Basketball

* St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 18 —
Playing on the road for the first
timein 12 days, CBC wasinside the
University of Health Sciences and
Pharmacy (UHSP) Gymnasium
for an American Midwest Confer-
ence (AMC) contest against the
Eutectics of the UHSPin St.Louis.
CBC(3-8,2-4 AMC) trailed 38-26
athalftime,and dropped the contest
82-61 to UHSP (9-7,4-2 AMC).
Olivia Lambrigtsen led the way
in scoring for the Mustangs with
17 points, while Aliya Grotjohn
added 11 off the bench. Taryanna
McNary led on the glass with 6
rebounds and Rhys Anderson
handed out 6 assists. CBC was plus
1 on the glass,31-30 and outscored
UHSP’s bench 23-20.

* Columbia, Mo., Jan. 20 —
Playing on the road for the second
time in three days, CBC was at
Silverthorne Arena for an AMC
game against the Stars of Stephens
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College (SC). CBC (3-9, 2-5
AMC) trailed at halftime and cut
the deficit in the third quarter, but
came up short, falling 88-55 to SC
(12-5,7-1 AMC). Lydia York led
the way in scoring with 14 points,
while beingjoined in double figures
by Caroline Citty, who had 12.
CBC was +13 on the glass (45-
32) and made 20 free throws to
just 14, but Stephens doubled the
Mustangs on field goals made and
outshot CBC from three 14-5.

Men’s Basketball

* St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 18 —
Heading to the road for the first
time in over a month, CBC looked
to remain undefeated in AMC
play against the Eutectics of the
University of Health Sciences
and Pharmacy in St. Louis at the
UHSP Gymnasium. CBC (14-4,
5-0 AMC) never trailed, leading by
as many as 19 before finishing with
an 85-71winover UHSP (1-15,0-5
AMC). The Mustangs, who were
missing seven players due to illness,
were led in scoring by Jonas Car-
lisle and Kyle Harding, who both
reached double-figures on the night.
CBC was able to win with strong
shooting,as the Mustangs shot 49%
from thefloorandwent 14-16 atthe
free throw line, with 54 of their 85
points coming inside the paint.

* Paragould, Jan. 20 — Renew-
ing a rivalry at the Carter Activities
Center,CBC played their final non-
AMC game against the Pioneers
of Crowley’s Ridge College. CBC
(15-4) led at halftime, and held off
acharge from CRC(3-17),winning
their sixth in a row 79-69. CBC
never trailed and were led in scoring
byKyle Harding with 17.Deshawn
Corprew and Tonje Durham also
finished in double figures as the
game was determined at the free
throwline,where CBC made 21 and
CRC made 11, which equaled the
ultimate difference in the contest.

CAMP

(Continued From Page 1)

great camps that are going to take
place:

*Stand Firm Camp—The first
camp of the summer (June 3-6)
will not take place on the Daniel
Springs campus. Instead, we will
be taking our team to West Texas
to staft the Stand Firm Camp.

* Girls Discipleship Retreat
willbe June 11-14, Tuesday through
Friday. This retreat, sponsored by
National GMA, is for all girls in
4%-12% grade. It’s four days of en-
couragement, powerful teaching
and studying the Word, plus tons
offunactivities! The Girls Disciple-
ship Retreat is planned by girls, led
by girls and designed for girls. If
you've been searching for a way to

Student Ministry ~
Matters

Phone: (479) 790-7808

bmayouthdepartment@gmail.com
www. StudentMinistryMatters.com

Dan Carson  gyiA of Arkansas Youth Department
Director 1 410 North Porter Rd. « Fayetteville, AR 72703

Music Matters

When we think about our mid-week youth meetings, we often think
about music. If our group is large enough, we may even have a youth
worship band, and I am totally on board with that. If you can get your
students serving in youth group, they are only a couple steps away from
serving the church body as a whole. You may not have the student tal-
ent to create a worship band or an adult volunteer to lead, so you may
be using YouTube videos for musical worship. Whatever your situation
looks like, it is important to understand that music matters.

Music is an important part of the Christian life and, as pastors and
student ministry workers, we need to expose our students to the right
music for worship. What makes music the “right music?”

*Theright musicis about proper substance, notstyle. For many years,
“worship wars” was a major point of discussion. Adding drums or guitars
to a worship service was seen as wrong by some congregations. To a large
degree, I believe we are past that type of battle in local churches. There
are still going to be disagreements but, by and large, churches found the
style that best suits them. However, at the end of the day, it is about the
lyrics of what we are singing rather than the style of the music.

*The right music needs to reflect proper theology. It is important that
the music you are singing in youth group or during congregational wor-
ship is biblical. It is easy to hear things on Christian radio and think, “That
will be great for youth group!” However, if we aren't careful, we will sing
things that are only partially true. As student ministry workers, we need
it to be rock solid. Music burns its way into our hearts. If we are singing
about the wrong things, it will shape what we think about God. This is
true with group worship as well as traveling music in our church vans and
buses. We need to curate playlists that honor God and His Word.

* The right music should be singable. That isn’t the case with all the
things we listen to. However, for youth group or congregational worship,
we should find music that is in a comfortable key for the group we are
leading. We must think about age, gender and even musicality.

Music is a big part of our teenagers’lives. For some of us, that love of
music remains. We sing at every opportunity we get. Let me encourage
you to think about the music that is a part of your ministry. What we
listen to matters because music matters.

Ifyou are looking for a great conference about music and theology, check
out the Sing! Conference in the Nashville, Tenn. area. It does an incredible
job balancing the practical and theological concerns of music in the church.

Join the conversation at facebook.com/groups/
StudentMinistryMattersCommunity.

help the girls in your church truly
grow and thrive in their Christian
walk, you won't want to miss this!
You can go to nationalgma.org to
learn more.Registrationis $180 per
person through May 23 at 5 p.m.
(includes DSBCT-shirt) and $215
per person beginning May 23 at
5:01 p.m. through June 7 at 5 p.m.
(does not include T-shirt).

* Combo Camp (3" Grade-
College) — Two exciting camps
the same week for preteens, ages
3 through 6™ grades and students
ages 6™ grade to college will be
June 16-19. Registration is $180
per person through May 30 at 5
p-m. (includes DSBCT-shirt) and
$215 per person beginning May 30

See CAMP, Page 4
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SOLUTIONS

P.O. Box 878 « Conway, Ark. 72033-0878
(501) 455-4977 « larry@bmaam.com

LARRY BARKER, By Larry Barker, Regional Coordinator
For Europe and North America « BMA Global

healthychurchpodcast.com * healthychurchsolutions.org

Five Laws of Spiritual Leadershlp

Henry Blackaby wrote, “God
will always sanctify you before He
sends you... When God’s people
allow God’s truth to realign them to
God’swilland God’s standard, then
the power of God will be released
through them the same way it was
through the first disciples.” Oswald
Chambers said, “I have to learn that

theaim of mylifeis God’s,notmine.”

Do not be impatient to begin your
work, church plant, mission, minis-
try or new project before God has
prepared and refined you. You are
called first to be a Christ follower
before engaging in anything for the
kingdom. What you do for Christ
should flow out of your relationship
with Christ.

In Power Through Prayer, E.M.
Bounds stated, “We are constantly
on a stretch, if not a strain, to de-
vise new methods, new plans and
new organizations to advance the
churchand secure enlargementand
efficiency of the gospel... Men are
God’s method. We are looking for
better methods; God is looking
for better men.” God is looking
for spiritual leaders who will face
and fight spiritual warfare and
resistance with spiritual weapons.
Begin in the prayer closet, not just
seeking God’s help but also sur-
rendering and discovering His plan
andagenda. He desires to complete
the work He began in you when
you began walking with Him.

John 1:6 remindsus of this truth,
“There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John.” We are not
told anything about John’s educa-
tion, pedigree or gifts in the Scrip-
tures. It was sufficient information
to know that he was sentfrom God.
God’s way has always been to send
aman. When the world was about
to be judged and almost destroyed,
He sent Noah. When it was time
to raise up a nation that would be
God’s light and a blessing to all
nations, He sent Abraham. When
God’s people were hungry because
of a famine throughout the land,
Psalm 105:17 says, “He had sent a
man ahead of them — Joseph.”

Think of the men God has sent
with His calling on them and how
He prepared them for the task. He
sent Moses to the back side of the
desert for 40 years. He had Joshua
shadow Moses for 40 years. God
gave favorto Nehemiah inastrategic
positionso that,when the time came,
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He could send this man to rebuild
the walls of Jerusalem. When it
was time to send the gospel to the
Gentiles, God sent Paul. Galatians
4:4-5 (HCSB) gives us the ultimate
Man He sent, “When the time came
to completion, God sent His Son, born
of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem those under the law, so that
we might receive adoption as sons.”

God’s school of leadership
preparation has five laws, accord-
ing to Gary Rohrmayer:

* He begins with the law of
submission. J. Robert Clinton
says, “Spiritual authority... is del-
egated by God and differs from
authority that is based on position
or force. Leaders who have trouble
submitting to authority will usually
have trouble exercising spiritual
authority.” Remember, absolute
authority absolutely corrupts.

* The law of integrity is next.
Integrity is “the quality or condi-
tion of being whole or undivided;
completeness.” Spiritual leader-
ship requires that you are the same
person in private and in public.
There is no duplicity.

* The third non-negotiable
trait of spiritualleadersis thelaw
of responsibility. You reject pas-
sivity and accept responsibility by
proactively taking the steps neces-
sary fora task, projectand ministry.
Spiritualleaders prove themselves
in front of others through humble
service and faithfulness.

* Then the law of multiplica-
tion. II Timothy 2:2 is often used
as a discipleship passage to the
fourth generation, but, in context,
itis demonstrating leadership de-
velopment. Spiritual leaders are
focused on mentoring other lead-
ers and intentionally investing in
them so they can invest in others.

«'The fifth law is one that can-
notbe overlooked norignored —
the law of resistance. Henry and
Richard Blackaby define spiritual
leadership as “moving people on to
God’s agenda.” Gary Rohrmayer
added, “Every leader is going to
deal with resistance on multiple

orts

&L from the -2
Churches

Broadway Ave., Bayadded one by
baptism and two by statement; Rick
Jensen, pastor.

First, Buckner gained one by let-
ter; Andy Hawkins, pastor.

First, St. Charles witnessed two
professions of faith, three by baptism
and one by letter; Wayne McLean,
Interim Pastor.

First, Waldo reports three pro-
fessions of faith and one addition by
letter; David Watkins, pastor.

North View, North Little Rock
received two by letter; Mike Cantrell,
pastor.

levels. Fathers experience resistance
fromason.A teacher dealswith the
resistance of a student. Employers
work through the resistance of an
employee.Shepherdsare reminded
that sheep sometimes want to go
theirownway...Itis notaquestion
of if resistance will come, but how a
leaderwill deal with resistance.” Are
you prepared for handling conflict
resolution?

'That is why spiritual disciplines
aresoimportant. Theyare designed
to slow you down enough to hear
the affirming voice of God in your
daily life. Matthew 6 has much to
say about how to pray and fast. It
doesnotsay“if ’you praybut “when”
you pray. Then, in verse 16, after
receiving the model prayer, again,
it does not say “if” you fast but
“when” you fast. Spiritual warfare
(Ephesians 6) will require spiritual
armor, spiritual weapons and spiri-
tual prayers. Praying in the Spirit
has been defined as “the means of
praying the mind of God, under
the will of God, by the continued
assistance of the Spirit of God.”

Do not bypass the process of
God building up your spiritual
character. Robert Murray Mc-
Cheyne stated, “For your sermons
last but an hour or twoj; your life
preaches all week!” E.M. Bounds
said, “The Holy Ghost does
not flow through methods, but
through men. He does not come
on machinery, but on men. He
does not anoint plans, but men
—men of prayer!”The man makes
the preacher, but it is God who
makes the man. Bounds continues,
“Preaching is not the performance
ofanhour.Itis the outflow of alife!”
God sends a man, and everything
depends on his spiritual character.

Gary Rohrmayer said thisabout
spiritual preparation, “Prayer is a
continual state of personal surren-
der that leaves no room for self-
reliance orself-confidence.”Areyou
willing to surrender everything to
God as He works in your life and
prepares you for His assignment?

By Dr. Tom Mitchel
(501) 804-6647 « temitchell1946@gmail.com

rusi ' 1
The Seasons of Life

I was just thinking about the seasons of life. The wise man Solomon
wrote: “There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under
the heavens” (Eccl. 2:1 NIV). We are three weeks into the new year of
2024, and across our country, from west to east, we have realized this
is the season for wintry weather. But Solomon wasn’t referring to that.
He was referring to what we call the “seasons of life.” This is not a study
on Ecclesiastes but a reminder that we need to claim God’s truths and
apply them daily in every season, every occasion and every relationship.

Dealing with Anxiety in a World of Frustration

No matter where we live today, we are in the midst of frustration. It
may be dealing with inflation, the breakup of marriages, the heartbreak
of losing a loved one or battling depression in these trying times. But
God’s truths are for our encouragement in such times.

'The apostle Peter wrote by inspiration, ‘Humble yourselves, therefore,
under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your
anxiety on him because he cares for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7).

'Those words “in due time” could refer to a season of life. Our problem
as humans is that, in almost everything, we don't want to wait — we
want relief from our troubles now! Scripture informs us that we can learn
from waiting for “due time” to increase our faith. James wrote, “Consider
it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance”(James
1:2-3). Once a believer overcomes his impatience in the midst of a trial,
he is encouraged to know that he has persevered because God cared so
much for him and that he was never alone.

Looking for Encouragement in All the Wrong Places

Too often, people, including strong Christians, find themselves facing
seasons of discouragement and even depression. Sadly, in an attempt to
battle those emotions, humans tend to turn to the wrong people, at the
wrong time, in the wrong places.

God has given us His Word — His Truth — to help us through the
trying times of life. He has also promised to hear when we call out to
Him. An old song believers have loved for decades says that prayer is
the key to Heaven, but faith unlocks the door. It is one thing to ask God
to help. It is quite another to believe He will.

Asking God Makes a World of Difference

When I say “asking God,”I don’t mean saying a rote prayer someone
wrote years ago. If a person is far from shore and is about to drown, he
doesn’t pray, “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to
keep.” No! He cries out, “Help, I'm drowning! Save me!”

Here are some thoughts for you to ponder if you are in one of those
seasons of life where nothing seems to go right and you feel you have no-
where to turn. Please, take my advice — turn to God. If you feel deeply
discouraged, ask God to lift you up. If you feel as if everywhere you look
there is darkness, ask God to give you His Light. If you seem confused at
every turn, ask God to give you His peace that transcends human under-
standing. If you have reached a point of real despair, ask God to show you
that He gives hope, not just for the moment, but for eternity.

In the Seasons of Your Life — God is in Control
For many, the holiday seasons bring memories of loved ones who

See SEASONS, Page 4
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BMA GLOBAL

(Continued From Page 1)

end and the account of the mis-
sion that he is fulfilling on earth
to eternity through His son, Jesus
Christ. We are reminded that:

*'The Bible is a missionary nar-
rative from beginning to end.

*The Mission of God is the pur-
pose for the existence of individual
followers of Christ, churches and
associations.

* Mission is not a line item in
the church budget; it should be
the church’s defining purpose.

* Every passage in the Bible is
a “missionary” passage.

Through this brief descrip-
tion of God’s mission, we are re-
minded of the enormity, priority
and purpose-giving nature of the
command to make God’s glory
and love known to all nations...
we are Sent to the Nations!

The mission of BMA Global
is to see God’s glory and love
to the nations through church
multiplication. Our values must
reflect in writing and practice that
everything we doleads to fulfilling
our purpose/mission.

* BMA Global is motivated
by the mission of God. God’s
mission (singular) is indeed
all about His glory and love to
all nations. Missions (plural)
is everything we do, such as
evangelism, discipleship, church
planting, leadership development
and all philanthropic efforts to
fulfill that mission.

* BMA Global practices disci-
pleship-based multiplication of
disciples, leaders and churches.
Infollowing the example of Christ
in His ministry, we seek to make
disciple-makers who will then be
leaders and the foundation for
church multiplication.

*BMA Globalislocal church-
centric. We believe local churches
are both the source and the goal
of New Testament missions.

* BMA Global practices in-
digenous mission principles.
We invest heavily in the local
leadership in order to partner for
locally-led ministries that will not
be dependent on us intellectually,
emotionally or financially.

* BMA Global seeks to be
driven by Holy Spirit-led risk.
Mediocrityand status quo mainte-
nance are the unrelenting enemies
ofexcellence and fruitfulness. May
we not bury our one talent, and
when the Master returns, may He
say to BMA Global, “Well done.”

BMA Global seeks to fulfill its
mission, as guided by our values,
through three specific tasks —
send, start and support. BMA
Global comes alongside local
churches to help send missionaries

to those places they are called to
serve. The basic root word for mis-
sions is the word “send.” We help
the local church send missionaries
by offering help with assessment,
training, coaching, partnering
with other churches, accounting
services, missionary care, etc.

The essential nature of the local
church in the missionary process
compels us to start more churches
that become the manifestation
of Christ in those communities.
Christ is glorified in and through
His church. BMA Global plants
churches!

'The supporting of the missions
enterprise includes supporting
both personnel and missions
structures. Missionary logistics
thatincludeleadership through di-
rectors and regional coordinators,
financial services,security training
and briefings and missionary care
all help to make our missionaries’
lives a little easier and potentially
more fruitful on the field. Mission-
ary care seeks to strengthen the
lives of our missionariesin all facets
of life — spiritually, emotionally
and physically. Asit pertains to the
structure of missions, BMA Global
is able to do more with less, many
times with very low overhead and
a dedicated, high-capacity team.
Out of every dollar given to BMA
Global, 85 cents goes directly to
a missionary. A big portion of the
other 15 cents pays for the support
structures for missionaries. We are
committed to the highest possible
level of excellence while maintain-
ing our focus on the mission field.

BMA Global has arich history
thatisattributed to God’s favor and
the faithfulness of many churches,
missionaries and leaders. As we
give undying thanks for the past,
let’s look with unlimited expecta-
tion for the future — God’s glory
to the nations through church
multiplication!

BMA Global is so grate-
tul for the partnership with our
churches to fulfill this great mis-
sion. Thousands have been saved
and baptized this past year. We
are currently planting over 450
new churches around the world
as we have ongoing ministry in
almost 70 countries. Thank you for
your faithfulness in the support of
missions structures, missionaries
and future expansion. Speaking
of expansion, the beginning of the
year presents the opportunity to
evaluate our present realities and
dream about the future. Our goals
are indeed vital to ensure that we
stay focused on our stated mission
and avoid stagnation.

BMA Global will focus on the
areas of mobilization and missions’
leadership in 2024. Mobiliza-

tion deals with the connecting of
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CAMP

(Continued From Page 2)

at 5:01 p.m. through June 12 at 5
p-m. (does not include T-shirt).

* Pre-Teen Camp (3-6"
grades) — Preteen Camps are
designed for boys and girls in 3
through 6™ grade. The music, Bible
study, worship and recreation are
geared toward helping preteens
meet Christ and move forward in
their spiritual journeys. This camp
will be held July 7-10. Registration
is $180 per person through June 20
at 5 p.m. (includes DSBC T-shirt)
and $215 per person beginning June
20 at 5:01 p.m. through July 3 at 5
p-m. (does not include T-shirt).

* The Ark-La-Tex Camp —
Ark-La-Tex Camp is a camp with
an emphasis focused on campers
five years old and up. Campers have
a great time learning, worshiping
and playing together. This camp
will be July 14-17. Registration is
$180 per person through June 27

people to God’s mission. We need
to be more proactive in this area
to make sure people understand
the commission, a clear path to
service and ongoing support on
the journey of giving our lives to
this non-negotiable cause. We
are thankful that Sean Richards,
former missionary to Papua New
Guinea, has joined our team to
provide greater focus and effort
in this area of mobilization.

'The other big picture empha-
sis for 2024 will be in missions’
leadership structures. Recently,
we transitioned from a single
director of international missions
to a group of 10 leaders who are
regional coordinators. No one was
hired specifically for this role; we
have utilized existing personnel
and sacrificial leaders who were
already part of our global team. As
we continue to find our rhythm in
this new structure, we are already
seeing major benefits and blessings
as more leaders provide greater
communication to field personnel,
greater awareness and greater ef-
fectiveness in assuring that we are
working toward our stated mission,
vision and values.

Again, thank you for your part-
nership in the Mission of God. We
pray 2024 will be noteworthy in
goals that are achieved for God’s
glory.We are Sentto the Nations!
We are BMA Global.

Executive Editor’s Note: Due to
space limitations, we are not able to
print all the goals shared by BMA
Global. You can find some specific
goals for the areas and ministries of
BMA Globalat Baptist Trumpet.com/
BMAGlobal2024. You can also find
out moreabout the leadership structure

in place at BMA Global.

SEASONS

(Continued From Page 3)
have gone on before. With such
memories, while most are good,
many are sad. The winter months
can also bear heavily on people’s
emotions — especially those shut
in because of inclement weather.
That’s when emotions are greatly
affected — bringing despair,
discouragement, loneliness and
worry. Please be reminded that,
as a believer in Jesus Christ, you
are never out of God’s sight nor
His love. “Though the mountains
be shaken and the hills be removed,
yet my unfailing love for you will not
be shaken nor my covenant of peace
be removed,’ says the Lord, who has
compassion for you” (Isa. 54:10).

at5 p.m. (includes DSBC T-shirt)
and $215 per person beginning June
27 at 5:01 p.m. through July 10 at
5 p.m. (does not include T-shirt).

* Student Camp (6® Grade-
College)—Student Campisaweek
for junior high, high school and
college campers to have a great time
learning, worshiping and building
relationships. Student camp is fast
paced and high energy to match the
pace and energy of this age group.
'This camp will be July 21-24. Reg-
istration is $180 per person through
July 4 at 5 p.m. (includes DSBC'T-

Ronnie Johnson is available for
pulpit supply as the Lord leads, pref-
erably on Sunday mornings. He has
been pastoring churches for 21 years.
Contact him at (870) 659-7774 or his
wife, Barbara at (870) 659-7274.

County Line Baptist Church in
Marvell is secking a full-time pastor.
Inquiries may be made to Tommie
Shackelford at (870) 338-2873.

Franklin Street Baptist Church
in Farmerville, La. is seeking a bi-
vocational pastor. Resumes may be
sentto Danny Eddy, 2511 Cedar Creek
Drive, Ruston, La. 71270.

Meadowside Baptist Church in
Pittsburg, Kan. is seeking a bi-voca-
tional pastor. Contact Greg Hardister
at (620) 704-6860.

shirt)and $215 per personbeginning
July 4 at 5:01 p.m. through July 17
at5 p.m. (does not include T-shirt).

Ifyou have any questions, con-
tact the office at (903) 685-2433
or info@danielspringscamp.com.
You can also find more informa-
tion about each camp by visiting
danielspringscamp.com/events.
We arelooking forward to hosting
your group and seeing how God

is going to change lives.

BMAA Meeting ¢ April 16-18

Chateau on the Lake Resort «Branson, Mo.
For more information visit
BaptistTrumpet.com/BMAA2024
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Discerning God’s Direction (Part 1):

Developing an Appetite for the Word

Asanewyear begins, many ad-
just to writing a new date on their
checks. A question frequentlyaris-
es during this season concerning
how Christians can discover and
pursue God’s will for theirlives. We
set out on our newest adventure
along the 12-month calendar by
setting goals and discussing our
dreams and ambitions. Those who
are spiritually maturing set goals
about deepening their walk with
God and becoming more effec-
tive laborers for His glory. These
questions are at the heart of what
gets my gears going. They long for
a practical response. Reassuringly,
such an answer is available for us.

First, we must understand that
growing closer to God is notan is-
sue of checking off a simple to-do
list. Instead, it is embarking on a
personal journey that intertwines
with the fabric of our life’s cir-
cumstances. Recognizing spiritual
growth asa personal journey makes
measuring progress, effectiveness
and success challenging. I wish a
simple metric were available to
gauge our spiritual health, but it’s
complex. Multiple variables need
tobe considered all at once. We are
familiar with dashboards, whether
we realize it or not. When we get
into our car in the morning, a slew
of dials and lights greet us to help
monitor and control our vehicle’s
performance. That instrument
cluster is a type of dashboard. To
answer how a person may deepen
their walk with God in 2024, we
need to reorient what measure-
ments will help us grow this year.

Our first metric concerns de-
veloping a greater appetite for
the Word. The Bible is the means
through which God communicates
tous.Nospecial revelation outside of
the Bibleisan authority for ourlives.
I'think of measuring ourappetite for

the Word like watching the RPM
gauge on my car. If we want to go
anywhere,our car’s RPMs cannotbe
0(that meansthe carisoff). To grow
closer to God, we must be faithful
in allowing Him to speak to us.

Additionally, the RPM gauge
can indicate undue stress on a ve-
hicle. When this happens in a car,
the engine works hard for dispro-
portionately little outcome. If we
let our RPMs enter the red zone
and stay there, we would expect
some mechanical disaster. In the
same way, by allowing our con-
sumption of Scripture to increase
without practical application, we
anticipate an eventual burnout of
discouragement.

Since our appetite for the Word
closely resembles how the RPM
dial is used in a car, let’s use the
same acronym to elaborate on three
steps that help us accomplish our
first goal. Instead of rotations per
minute, let’s think about reading,
praying and memorizing.

* Reading the Word is not just
the result of a healthy appetite but
alsoameans to obtain a healthy one.
The first several sections of Psalm
119 have consistently encouraged
me during my pilgrimage with
God. The psalmist has passion and
pleasure in nothing more than the
Word.Before one can say the Lord’s
testimonies are their delight and
counselor, they must petition God
to open their eyes to the wondrous
thingsin God’s Law. Simply making
the time and effort to enjoy reading
the Bible is a practical step toward
increasing ourappetite for the Word.

* Praying the Word s a powerful
spiritual discipline at the Christian’s
disposal to nurture their desire for
Scripture. Previously alluding to
Psalm 119:18, itisworth noting that
this is the first prayer I make when I
getup in the morning and begin my

‘ \
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“Fear thou not; for L am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteousness” (Isa.
41:10)

*Quebec—We closed Novem-
berand December 2023 with three
professions of faith and several life
dedications to serve Christ. Look-
ing back on what we have done
for our Savior during the last year
drives me to do more for my Savior
in 2024. We don’t know what the
future holds, but we know who
holds the future for us.

I thank the Lord for bringing
us people who want to win souls
and participate in reaching those
without Christ—Ilike ayoung man
who comes to our church from
Ivory Coast who was waiting for
the bus to get to church. While
waiting, he talked to people at the
bus station and invited a woman
and her son to attend the church
meeting. They came to church and

Bible study. Nevertheless, countless
Scriptures guide me throughout a
typical day. Why s praying the Word
necessary instead of simply praying
spontaneously from the heart? Both
types of prayers are beneficial to our
relationship with God. Praying the
Word specifically is imbued with
the assurance of God’s will as it has
been revealed in His perfect Word.
Spending time praying God’s Word
back to Him reshapes our thoughts
and attitudes as we yearn to digest
increasingly more of the Word.

* Memorizing the Word is the
most neglected practice among
adults. Regardless of the children’s
andyouth discipleship ministriesin
our churches, ministries like Sun-
beams, Girls'Missionary Auxiliary
(GMA) and Galileans direct stu-
dents to memorize Scripture. For
some reason, adults frequently ne-
glect Scripture memorization. Re-
cently, I was challenged by a fellow
laborer for the Lord to memorize
the entire book of I Thessalonians
forits practical direction for minis-
tries. Taking the challenge in hand,
the blessing of storing this book in
my heart is astonishing. My inter-
est and enthusiasm for the Word is
piquedandvibrant. My compassion
and eagerness to serve my congre-
gation is renewed. My desire for
obedience in my life has increased
tremendously. I urge readers to in-
corporate memorization into their

Word-related disciplines.

Children in the Dominican Republic

have been coming every Sunday
since. Others did the same thing
— bringing people to church.

Most visitors we get are im-
migrants from different countries
— Brazil, Portugal, Africa, Haiti
— with all kinds of doctrines.
Some are teachable, and others
have their minds made up in a
way they don’t want to change.
We never know who will come
through those doors on Sunday,
but we are glad to have them.

* Haiti — The work of Segur in
(Port au Prince) is growing, even in
difficulty. The gangs now let people
travelin the streetby payingafee. The
price of gasand food doesn’thelp our
people’s situation. The Lord allows
us to assist in feeding the poor and
the homeless who hang around the
church. We were able to offer a din-
ner plate at Christmas for about 200
children of the church and, for the
adults on Jan. 14. We expect to feed
300-400 people. We have a group
of young men who give their life to
Christ for the work of the ministry.
We are working on getting fiber
optic internet for consistent quality.
This will enable us to teach without
interruption.

e Africa, Cameroon — The
work is doing well, even during
difficult times. We love to go and
help by giving encouragementand
guidance. In Cameroon, the diffi-
culty is to have stability in facing
adversity from the Church of God
denomination. They have visitors
who come with strange doctrines,
and this presents a difficulty for the
leader. We teach the right doctrine
every week, and pray that it will
give good fruitamong our leaders.

* Africa, Ivory Coast — 'The
group of 75 people is doing well
and learning more and more every
week how to be like Jesus. They
are faithfully serving God and are
excited to grow in the knowledge
of the Lord. The leaders are faith-
ful in participating weekly in the
online teaching. We have a good

response of their service to the
Lord and are excited to see their
willingness to serve the Lord.

* Dominican Republic (DR)
—The group is doing well, despite
the difficulty of getting to church
on Sunday. There was a bad storm
last month in the DR and the
pastor of the capital, John, could
not get to Boca Chica because his
car was badly damaged. For that
reason, December was dry for the
people of Boca Chica. The group
is made up of around 25 children
and several adults. Last Saturday,
pastor John was able to go back
and offer teaching to the children
with a teacher from his church.We
are glad about that, but there is no
possibility of going to church on
Sunday because no one has a ve-
hicle to take the people to church.

'The lady who is in charge of as-
sembling the group for activity and
listened to a message on the radio
from a strange group who called
themselves the Church of Prophecy.
I told her, “This is a dangerous and
false doctrine they teach; do not go
there!” She said, “I did not go,but I
need spiritual food,andIam hungry
tor learning.”I offered to teach her
about a Christian’s stability in the
Lord, and she is excited about that.
But this doesn’t fix the problem of
attending church on Sunday. Pray
for this cause, and for these needs
in each area:

* Quebec — Growth with our
new convertand my helper, Michel
Barton, for health.

* Haiti — Security, food and
the possibility of having a good
internet connection for teaching.

* Africa, Cameroon — Stabil-
ity in their walk with Christ.

*Africa,Ivory Coast— Encour-
agement to keep serving the Lord.

* Dominican Republic — A
vehicle for going to church for the
45-minute trip from the capital.

WEe thank you for your prayers
and sacrificial giving to our ministry
and for the work in our churches.
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The Epic Story of Truth (Part 5):

Disobedience, Disinheritance
And the Lord’s Portion

Incontinuing thisoverviewof the
single narrative running throughout
Scripture — the true epic story —
we are bouncing back to Genesis.
We began with Creation and, after
Adam and Eve were punished and
the earth was cursed, God declared
that a Promised One would come.
This Promised One would defeat
Satan and bring about the restora-
tion of not just mankind, but the
world. That led us to Revelation
19-22,where that hintin Gen.3:15
is fleshed out.

Next, we returned to Genesis
and saw how, in the years after leav-
ing the Garden of Eden, humanity
continued in sin,which led to God’s
judgment through the flood. His
judgment wiped out mankind, but
thathorrificwrathwas held atbayby
God’s mercy for 1,600 years. Then,
as God restored the earth through
Noah and his family, God hinted
to a future apocalyptic judgment.
'This led us to flip back to the end
of the New Testament in II Peter
and Revelation to see how God will
destroy this earth by fire and will
restore it. In this new creation, the
earth returns to the Garden of Eden
(notthe Garden of Gethsemanelike
I had in a typo last week).

We return now to Genesis to
further look at the complete narra-
tive of the Bible and following the
flood the people returned to sin.
That sin and disobedience builds
to a crescendo, causing God to send
judgment again. Today this judg-
ment is referred to much less than
the flood, but it impacts us daily. We
still face the fallout of thatjudgment.

Following the flood, the descen-
dants of Noah began to repopulate
the earth. Not only were they to
repopulate the earth, they were
instructed to spread out and geo-
graphically repopulate the earth.

Noah’s descendants, the earth’s
new inhabitants, disobeyed. Their
account is found in Genesis 11.

Instead of spreading out, the in-
habitants of earth remained together,
migrating from theregion of Turkey
(as we know it today) to Mesopota-
mia and what is Iraq today. Rather
than turn to God, they turned to
worship the sun, moon and stars, as
well as other gods. In their sin, they
followed the lead of a possible king
inthatday,Nimrod,who called upon
them to build a tower that would
reach the heavens. This would give
themaccessto God on theirterms, as
well as make a name for themselves.
Their tower is referred to today as
the Tower of Babel.

The account in Genesis 11 tells
that God brought judgment upon
them by coming down, scattering
them throughout the earth and giv-
ing them different languages. They
had previously spoken one language
because they were essentially one
family.In Gen.10:25 (NIV),God’s
judgment was summarized by say-
ing, ‘the earth was divided.”

“The Lord came down to see the
city and the tower the people were
building. The Lord said... ‘Come,
let us go down and confuse their
language so they will not understand
each other.’Sothe Lordscatteredthem
from there over all the earth, and
they stopped building the city. That
is why it was called Babel — because
there the Lord confused the language
of the whole world. From there the

Lord scattered them over the face of

thewholeearth. (Gen.11:5-9NIV).

It is from this historical mo-
ment that nations and languages
were birthed and that is all we're
told in this Genesis account. But
in Deuteronomy we’re given more
details,and these details are essen-
tial to understand the dynamic at
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play in our world today, as well as
the mission of Christ followers to
make disciples from all nations.

Deuteronomy means “a copy”
or “repetition.” The idea behind the
name is that before the Israelites
go into the Promised Land, Mo-
ses gives them the law again. That
makes the book a summary of the
previous four books of the Bible.In
the summarizing of Tower of Babel
event,Moses provides more insight,
and he ties in Genesis 11 with Gen-
esis 12. Moses said: “Remember the
days of old; consider the years of many
generations... When the Most High
gave o the nations their inheritance,
when he divided mankind, he fixed
the borders of the peoples according to
the number of the sons of God. But the
Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob his
allotted heritage(Deut.32:7-9ESV).

This retelling of the Tower of Ba-
bel event and calling of Abraham is
mind-blowing. Moses is saying be-
yond just scattering people and giv-
ing them different languages, God
disinherited or gave away mankind
to the sons of God. Then He took
His own portion, His own inheri-
tance, which was Abraham and his
descendants. In other words, all of
humanitywas the familyof Godand
heirs to His promises, but through
the judgment at the Tower of Babel,
God disinherited all of mankind.
He gave them to the sons of God
(angelic beings) and those became
the Gentile nations, but God then
created a new family that would be
heirs to His promises.

There’s a lot to take in with the
additional understanding Moses
gives us. The idea of the nations
being given over to prince angels
seems farfetched, but this would
then help us understand what is
going in Daniel 10 when the angel
Gabriel tells of the battle between
the angelic Prince of Persia and
Prince of Greece.

Like every other judgment
given in Genesis, God drops a
hint of a future fix. This deeper
understanding of the Tower of
Babel and the disinheriting of the
nations is why Abram is promised
that the nations would be blessed
through him and his descendants.

Dive into the Epic Story your-
self by reading Genesis 11-12 and
Deuteronomy 32.

Note: One thing you will find
as you read this is that most trans-
lations have the phrase “sons of
Israel” rather than “sons of God,”
but the ESV and translations that
say “sons of God” are using the
oldest and likely more accurate
ancient manuscripts.

— Jake is a state missionary
and would love to share about the
work in Northwest Arkansas and
encourage your church to stand firm.
(standfirmministries.com)

LIFEWORD

(Continued From Page 1)

years later, it became a department
of the BMA with Morris as its first
director. From that single radio
broadcastand the original vision of
Harold Morris to reach the world
through media, Lifeword is now
broadcasting in 157 languages on
multiple media platforms. Itis esti-
mated that 2 billion people around
the world can hear and understand
Lifeword every day.

Our mission statement pretty
much sums up our ministry: “Life-
word exists to help make disciples
through the creative proclamation,
production and promotion of
biblically-sound media that com-
municatesin the heartlanguage of
every tongue, tribe and nation.”

Lifeword’s USA leadership team
consists of Executive Director Don-
ny Parrish, Director of Operations
Luis Ortega, Director of Internet
Strategies Jon Dodsonand Director
of Audience Engagement Yalanda
Merrell. Lifeword Studios USA is
located on the BMA Global Mis-
sions Center campus in Conway,
Arkansas. In reality, Lifeword is
located all around the world. With
over 250 Lifeword Team members
worldwide working to produce gos-
pel content introducing people to
Jesus,Lifeword s trulyaglobal min-
istry These Lifeword team members
worldwide are creators, producers,
technical personnel, videographers,
editors, on-air personalities and all
types of media people, all talented
and committed to using media to
introduce Jesus to their culture.

Lifeword is constantly on the
lookout for media content provid-
ers.Mostof those content providers
are members of BMA churches.
People who are gifted writers (blog-
gers) or have an idea for unique
video/audio programming that will
capture the attention of a secular
audienceare all encouraged to con-
nect with us. If you are interested,
visit lifeword.org/registration to
register to become a contributor.

Lifeword is on track to be in
over 200 languages in the next
3-5 years. In the past year, over 45
million people have logged on to
Lifeword.org to discover the truth
about Jesus, 25 million of those
people for the very first time. Over
300 million social media accounts
have viewed Lifeword content in
the past 12 months.

Much is being done to share
His story at Lifeword. But there
is still so much to be done. While
broadcasting in 200 languages is a
lofty goal, there are presently over
6,000 languages spoken on planet
Earth. And, while an audience of
2 billion people around the world

is amazing, still one-fourth of the

world has never heard the story of
Jesus. That’s over 2 billion people.

Lifeword is perfectly positioned
to take the message of God’s great
salvation to the edge of lostness.
We live in a media-driven world,
and Lifeword is working hard to
take the gospel to all four corners
of planet Earth in each heart lan-
guage. We covet your prayers and
financial support while working
to fulfill His Great Commission.

In 2024, we hope to fully imple-
ment our new discipleship tool —
“Follow” — releasing it to all social
media platforms and supporting
each feature virtually and with
Lifeword personnel. We will target
the spiritual needs of the Spanish-
speaking immigrant population of
North America with gospel pro-
gramming that speaks their cultural
language. We will expand our social
media presence around the world
with more video and digital print
content reaching into specific cul-
tureswith the gospel. We will explore
the use of artificial intelligence and
other virtual methods to use as a
response tool for those interacting
with our content. We will attempt
to expand our financial base across
the BMA of America and cultivate
financial relationships online. We
will target 7-10 new languages to
add to the 157 that Lifeword pres-
ents the gospel in daily.

Your church’s reach can be
worldwide through the ministry
of Lifeword. By giving to support
the work of Lifeword, your church
canimpacta generation for Christ.
When you partner with Lifeword,
you can trulysay, “We tell the story!”

There are several ways to part-
ner financially with the ministry of
Lifeword. Monthly support from
BMA churches is the lifeblood of
Lifeword’s financial plan.Individu-
als can support Lifeword monthly
by visiting lifeword.org/donate.
Our Faith Inner Circle (FIC) is
a special giving opportunity for
individuals to increase our gospel
footprint around the world, espe-
cially in countries closed to tradi-
tional missionary outreach. FIC
Membersare sentamonthlyupdate
via newsletter detailing how their
donations are making an impact.
Tobecome amember of Lifeword’s
Faith Inner Circle, visit lifeword.
org/lifeword-faith-inner-circle.

Another way you can join in
Lifeword’s mission is by helping
share the content we produce.
Visit lifeword.org and check out
the large number of shows, blog
posts and more that are available.
Be sure to check out the gospel
presentation available in 157 lan-
guages by clicking on the “Who Is
Jesus To You?” banner. When you
find something that encourages

See LIFEWORD, Page 7
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A Warning to the Herald

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel — not
with wisdom and eloquence, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power”
(ICor. 1:18-19 NIV).

Are some guilty of watering down the gospel — reducing it to simply
an escape from eternal punishment without repenting or turning from
sin? We hear a lot about calling upon the name of the Lord and being
saved, but surely, true salvation will be witnessed by a true change of
heart. A belief that does not possess any of the traits that accompany
relationships reflects a profession lacking possession.

We know the message of God has not changed, but that doesn't mean
the way it is communicated by some today may lack the power that it
possesses. In doing so, are we being completely truthful when we fail to
share the reasons they need to be saved and the tremendous price that
had to be paid for sin?

John 3:16 states that God loves mankind. We are told in His Word
that He desires that none should perish and yet some do. Why? Because
they fail to come on His terms. Could it be a failure on our part, trying
to avoid being offensive in an earnest attempt to be included? In earnest,
we have sinned against a holy God and when we face our sin, conviction
brings the reality of our broken relationship with the Father and the Holy
Spirit draws us to the foot of the cross, not that we might go to Heaven,
but that we might find forgiveness and restored relationship with our
Creator. Heaven is presence with God. A pastor was once told that his
gospel message offends some. His response was, “Then I failed, because
the true gospel should offend all. For all stand condemned guilty before
a holy and just God.” May we preach the whole counsel of God in love.
Part of that message includes the impending wrath God has against sin.

Jesus said, “If you want to be one of my disciples, take up your cross and
follow me.” Merely accepting Christ as Savior in word only — without dy-
ing to ourselves, surrendering our will to His and repenting — will not get
a person saved. Repentance is the evidence and fruit of one’s salvation, and
a changed life is the proof of repentance. Even the dying thief on the cross
believed Jesus was the true son of God when he said,“Remember me, Lord.”

'The writer of Hebrews stated, “For the word of God is quick, and pow-
erful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb.4:12). Our message is powerful.
May we join the Apostle Paul in stating, ‘T am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16).

From OurMissionaries 2 significant time of thanksgiving:

Ebenezer, West Little Rock:
Ruben Isturiz writes, “Last week,
our attendance was low due to
the weather, but this week our at-
tendance was within normal in
Ebenezer. It was a week of much
assistance to brethren who had
difficulties due to the weather, es-
pecially the newcomers to Arkansas.
With the tornado warnings, plus
the snow, it is difficult for them to
know how to function in this type
of weather. At Ebenezer, we try
during our Celebration Service to
open a space where the brethren
spontaneously give thanks to God
for His goodness. Last Sunday was

some were able to move to a house
where their children can live better;
afamily left a trailer, where the cold
was intense to live in an apartment;
the healing of Neymar; Avelinawith
better health; and a brother was fi-
nally allowed to buy a house. Each
family was able to give thanks to
God.These thanksgivings made me
meditate and be thankful. In spite
of the winter storm, God worked
for good in Ebenezer. Sometimes
we don’t see God’s movements, but
I could see God’s protection in this
time. May His name be glorified!
Glory to God alone!

Faith Chapel, Flippin:Johnny

Shew writes, “It was great to be
able to gather together in the
name of Jesus this week! T don’t
know about you, but when I go a
week without meeting with our
brothers and sisters and worship-
ping the Lord and studying His
Word, life is hard! It seems as if
the devil tries to put his hands on
everything. The brutal cold and
snow made it necessary to cancel
services on the Jan. 14, but we met
onJan.21and had a good number.
It was wonderful and refreshing,
and we all rejoiced in the Lord!
Thank You, Lord!

“As I write this early Monday
morning, we are getting freezing
rain and the schools have all closed
again. It is slick out there! But the
forecast for after today is above
freezing the rest of the week, so
we thank God for that.

“I am looking forward to some
training in Conway at Central
Baptist College on Saturday, put
on by Larry Barker and Healthy
Church Solutions. It will be good
to see the rest of the missionaries
and everyone else there.

“We are still waiting on drywall
for the new building. One of the
finishers came by and said they
are beginning to catch up. We are
praying this weather doesn’t set
them back more. I want to thank
you all again for your prayers and
support! We could not do this
without your faithfulness and let-
ting God work through you!”

Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan
Clay writes, (1/14) “My wife and
I got the pleasure of speaking in
Rondo at First Baptist Church. I
was asked to bring the devotional
to the Mt. Vernon District meeting.
'This meeting is made up of women
fromsurrounding churchesin their
area that meet every quarter.

“We enjoyed getting to know
these dedicated ladies and learn-
ing about how a women’s district
meeting is organized. It is a long-
standing tradition and one theyare
proud to share with others.

“Afterwards,we were invited to
join them for a great home cooked
meal of fried chicken, beans, po-
tato salad, rolls and some amazing
desserts! Thank you, First Baptist
Rondo, for letting me come speak

and get to know this special group
of faithful ladies.

“If anyone has a speaking
engagement for your church or
organization that you need filled,
please let me know. I would love
to come share what God is doing
at Faith Journey mission and the
lives of others in our community.”

(1/21) “How about that winter
weather thisweek! Thope everyone
was safe and warm around the
state. Our study this week was on
waiting on the Lord, and this type
of weather is a great reminder that
sometimes God wants us to slow
down and wait on Him.

“We talked about some things
we should be focused on while we
wait on the Lord, such as being
faithful in what He has already
given us, continuing to seek Him
through prayer and reading the
Scriptures and growing our faith
and trust in Him as we are learn-
ing to be patient while we wait.

“We are continuing to pray for
those in our mission who are recov-
ering from surgery and those who
have been ill. We look forward to
having all our folks well and backin
our presence to worship the Lord.”

Misién Gracia Soberana
(Sovereign Grace), NWA: Ro-
berto Marcelletti writes, “This
week, we continue to sow bibli-
cal principles through our Grace
Groups in the cities of Pea Ridge,
Rogers and Springdale. This is an
ongoing and intentional work.
Hispanics predominately come
from a Roman Catholic back-
ground and those principles are
deeply rooted, so when the Lord
in His grace brings salvation, we
begin aradical change of theology.

“On'Thursday,we traveled with a
group of brothers to Denton, Texas,
toaconferenceon “The Sufficiency of
the Scriptures.” During the trip and
during the time in Denton, we were
able to get to know each other better
and intentionally getting to know
each other better strengthens the
bonds of our brotherhood in Christ.

“On Sunday, we were able to
gather despite the weather alerts.
Although some were unable to
come, we worshipped God and
listened to His Word.”

Epic Life, Pea Ridge: Jake
McCandless writes, “This week
was our best week so far! We had
a total attendance between Con-

LIFEWORD

(Continued From Page 6)

you, share it with your friends via
social media. You can also con-
nect with Lifeword by following
its social media pages and sharing
the content when it is published.
Here are a few of the places you
can find them:

* facebook.com/lifeword

* twitter.com/lifewordmedia

* tiny.cc/lifewordyoutube

You can also invite a Lifeword
team member to share about the
ministry at your church. Contact
Director of Church Connections
Jennifer Harrell at jennifer@life-
word.org or (501) 329-6891.

nection Groups and our monthly
Collective Worship Gathering of
nearly 60! This includes 38 differ-
entpeople. Therewere 11 first-time
guests — 10 at our worship night
and 1 at the Garfield Connection
Group. Beyond the numbers, we
are seeing everyone begin to ‘get
it.”The first-time guestin the Con-
nection Group was brought by
someone who had recently been
reached in thatgroup. Through our
Woodbridge Connection Group,
a member invited me to lunch to
meet a coworker of his. This is the
second co-worker he has reached.

“Interestingly, this successful
week came with us ‘letting go’
and trusting God more than we
have throughout this past year.
After joining South City Church
for training last week, we were re-
minded thatwe're ‘playing the long
game’ and can't force conversions
and transformations,so we backed
off. We quit worrying about mak-
ing ministry plans and just lived
out our own walks with the Lord
and His transformation in us. Our
Worship Night was the first gath-
ering we hadn’t run Facebook ads
for over the past six months, and it
was our largest. It sounds obvious,
but it is about trusting the Lord,
not our ‘wisdom!

“Our Prayer Collective Group
isalso on fire and meeting regularly,
which is the ultimate thing we can
do! Pray for us as we have multiple
leaders starting their training this
week with the KC Underground.
We will also have our first official
leader training the first Sunday in
February.”

Epic Life, Pea Ridge Collective Worship Gathering
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BobbyMorgan, 85 of Guy passed
away Jan. 18. He was a veteran and
member of Mt. Olive Baptist Church.

Lena Mae Norman, 82 of Arka-
delphia, passed away Jan. 18. She was
a member of First Baptist Church in
Gurdon.

SamanthaAnn Christopher,42 of
Jonesboro, passed away Jan.14.She was
a member of Temple Baptist church.

Donald Dale Cullum, 91 of
Searcy, passed away Jan. 11. He was
a deacon at Park Avenue Baptist
Church.

Edna Ruth Stephens, 99 of Gur-
don, passed away Dec. 9. She was a
member of First Baptist Church.

BUPCOMING &

"JEVENTS

Gospel Singing featuring Mark
Lanier;Jan.28,10:30 a.m.; Union,
Rosston; Joe Brown, pastor.

Gospel Singing featuring The
Silvey Family; Jan. 28, 5:30 p.m.;
Union, Rosston; Joe Brown, pastor.

Gospel Singing featuring
ShawnDrewett; Feb.11,10:30a.m.;
Union, Rosston; Joe Brown, pastor.

Gospel Concertfeaturing Des-
tinedto Glory;Feb.11,5p.m.;New
Liberty, Emmett.

DISTRICT
CALENDAR

Jonesboro Dist. Brother-
hood, Feb. 13; Nueva Esperanza
Mission, Jonesboro.

Greenbrier Dist. WMA, Feb.
15; 10 a.m., lunch to follow; Beth-
lehem, Greenbrier.

SW Dist. Brotherhood, April
2; 6 p.m. meal; 7 p.m. program;
First, Taylor.

SW Dist. WMA, April 2; 6 p.m.
meal; 7 p.m. program; First, Taylor.

United District WMA, April 6;
Grace, Russellville.

Central Ark. WMA, April 13,10
a.m.; Park Place, Bryant.

United District WMA, July 13;
Hattieville, Hattieville.

World Missions Sunday, Feb.
25.

CBC Gala, March 1; featuring
Dr. Jack Graham;Antioch, Conway.

BMA of America Annual Mtg.,
April 16-18, 2024; Chateau on the
Lake, Branson.

SOAR 2024, July 3-5; Live! By
Loews Convention Center; Arling-
ton, Texas.

Student Ministry Workers
Retreat; Sept. 14; Central Baptist
College; Conway.

BMA of Arkansas Mtg., Nov.
7-8; Central Baptist College, Con-
way.

¢ Need
. Printing?
- umpet
Printing
can help.
Call (501) 565-0479

'baptlsttrumpet.com/
. archive

- Check Out The
 Trumpet Archives At

Free a
Church Pews

Pewsinavariety of sizes (106
total) are available to anyone
who can use them. The largest
number of the same size (20) are
271long. Other sizes range from
7’to 28’. For more information,
contact Ben Temple at ben@
aclr.org or (501) 472-4915.

JOIN US FOR

YOUTH

GROUP DAY

January 27, 2024
10:00 AM

WOMEN'S GAME: 1:00 PM

MEN'S GAME: 3:00 PM
cbc.edu/youthgroupday

FREE LUNCH
GIVEAWAYS
MUSTANG BASKETBALL

Sunday, February 25 is World Missions Day

BMA GL¥BAL

JERRY KIDD MISSIONS OFFERING 2024

Withi400+ ChangeMakers planting over400
new:churchesiini65. countries;you can be part
of funding,;néwichurchesiworldwide!

Celebrate BMA'Global’s'giowinglchurch

Register your church at
bmaglobal.org

to order promotional
materials, and receive
a free pastor polo.
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planting:ministry:and God'siglobal'mission.

SENT

To The Nations

On Sunday; February 25, pray:foriour missionaries andilead:yourichurch
inigivingfto the Jerry:Kidd:Missions:Offering.:We value yourpartnership!




