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There certainly are several cul-
tural barriers here in the United
States and the trends we are
observing now point toward the
reality of spiritual darkness in-

creasing and progressively wors-
ening, not getting better. That is
not intended to cause us to wave a
white flag of surrender but instead
to understand the depth of the
conflict and the need for prayer
in the midst of spiritual warfare.
The fastest-growing demographic
in the United Statesis the “nones.”
These are those who choose no re-
ligious affiliation at all. They have
a definitive resistance toward any
type of organized religion.
Several years ago, Lifeway
Research said about the rise of
the religious nones: “Millennials
(those born between 1980 and
2000) represent the first generation
in history where a majority had no
religious or church background.”
The Millennials said they were not
against Jesus but did not want to
be part of an organized church.In
1950, church attendance was at an
all-time high, but now it is at an
all-time low of less than 50%.”
Thom Rainer recently wrote,
“Nearly seven out of ten (69%, Cul-
tural Research Center) American
adults self-identify as a Christian.
With an adult population (18 years
and older) of 259 million (census.
gov),179 million peoplein the U.S.
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self-identify as a Christian — 179
million. That’s a lot of people.”
'This group, Rainer says, is com-
posed of up to 60% being what
he calls “CHRINOs” (CHRistian
In Name Only). The complacency
and complexity of today’s culture
will require much prayer for God’s
direction in reaching people with
the gospel.

'The complacency is not only in
the culture but it can be seen in
the church as well. Recent surveys
point to the radical discrepancies
between what church members say
theybelieve and what they actually
do. Who does not believe prayer
isimportant? And yet, the average
focused prayer time is only two
minutes a day. Most agree that we
should give back to the Lord, yet
only 2.4% of church membership
does. We talk, teach and preach
the importance of discipleship, yet
less than 1% of church members
say they were ever intentionally
discipled.

We say we believe in evangelism,
but when church members were
asked how many times they had
“shared with someone how to be-
comeaChristian, 78%sayzero.”The
reality is that many churches have
become even more inwardly focused
since COVID.That time caused us
to make changes and give up some
“preferences” we were not ready to
turn loose of. Now our sanctuary
has become more of a sanctuary
where we primarily look forward to
hanging out with people who have
the same preferences, believe what
we believe and think like we think.
Actually, we are holding on to our
preferences tighter than ever.

Have we fallen asleep to the
Great Commission and the pur-
pose for which our church exists?
You may have a good group of
people coming “in”for services and
otheractivities,butare you as com-
mitted to going “out” on mission?
Dave Harvey in Stronger Together
stated, “But a local church cannot
be truly healthy when a heart for
missions is conspicuously absent
and the fruit of this omission is
celebrated as a strength.”

Maybe you wonder where
to start and how to get back on
mission. Begin with prayer! It
is amazing to see that a praying
church becomes a caring church,
and a caring church becomes a
going church.

By S.A. McCarthy, News Writer * The Washington Stand

Press “F” to pay respects — yet another franchise has fallen on the
battlefield of Pride Month. Last year’s intense backlash against inces-
sant Pride Month propaganda caused many corporations to tactically
reconsider their allegiance to the LGBT agenda (washingtonstand.
com/commentary/companies-scrap-overthetop-pride-plans-to-avoid-
junes-backlash-for-business) and scale back their noxious promotion of
rainbow-themed everything. But others, despite having witnessed the
financial carnage brought on by boycotts against Target and Bud Light,
decided to step on the Pride landmine anyway. Now, the beloved “Call
of Duty” video game franchise (published by Activision, in case you're
wondering who to boycott) has been felled by the rainbow brigade.

To celebrate Pride Month, “Call of Duty: Modern Warfare I1I” now

teatures a free downloadable bundle allowing players to decorate their

See GAMERS, Page 8
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No abortions were reported as occurring in 2023 in the state according to
the vital statistics released by the Arkansas Department of Health (ADH).

The ADH publishes annual reports every June documenting the num-
ber of abortions performed during the previous year. While Arkansas
law prohibits abortion — exceptions are allowed for situations in which
the mother’s life is at risk — none were reported.

Rose Mimms, executive director of Arkansas Right to Life,applauded
the report, saying Arkansas’strong pro-life laws are protecting thousands
of women and unborn children from the tragedy of abortion. “Undoubt-
edly, many Arkansas pregnant mothers were spared from the lifelong
regrets and physical complications abortion can cause and babies are alive
today in Arkansas. That’s a win-win for them and our state,” she said.

Mimms added, “Arkansas is known as The Natural State and the Land
See ABORTION, Page 4
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“Join in June” Promotion

It’s back! The CBC Alumni As-
sociation is excited to announce that
the “Join in June” promotion has
returned for alimited time. During
the month of June,alumniwhojoin
the CBC Alumni Association will
be eligible to receive an exclusive
gift as part of the promotion.

Join or renewyour membership
todayand receive afree alumni cup.
Memberships are $35 per year for
anindividualand $50 for a couple.
Visit cbe.edu/alumniassociation to
join today!

If you're already a member,
no worries. You can purchase an
alumni cup for only $10. Contact
Mallory Guyton at mguyton@cbc.

edu for more information.

Mustangs in the Making
You are invited to enroll your
children or grandchildren in our
Mustangs in the Making program,
a free program for children from
birth through their senior year of
high school. It allows the CBC
Advancement office to pay special
attention to our “Future Mus-
tangs” and help them build a love
tor CBC early on. Each birthday,
your child/grandchild will receive
a birthday card as well as a gift on

certain milestone years. To enroll
visit cbe.edu/makingmustangs or
contact Mallory Guyton at mguy-
ton@cbc.edu or (501) 205-8875.

Legacy Leaders

LegacyLeadersisanothergiving
program that was created to help
alumni and friends of CBC give
back. The purposeis torecognize in-
dividuals that believe in the mission
and future of Central Baptist Col-
lege.Your contribution,whatever the
amount, will have a big impact on
the future of the college and in the
lives of our students. To join legacy
leaders, visit cbe.edu/legacyleaders.

* Pillar — $10 per month

* Tower — $25 per month

* Sustainer — $50 per month

* Leader — $75 per month

* Old Main— $100 per month

* 1952 — $250 per month

Homecoming 2025
CBCwillhostitsannual Home-
coming activities beginning Mon-
day,Jan.27 and continuing through
Saturday, Feb. 1. Several events will
take place during the week as we
gear up for our main events on Fri-
day and Saturday. Be sure and save
these dates for Homecoming 2025.
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Natural State Baseball (NSB)
announced the 2024 All-Arkansas
Team on June 6, with Central
Baptist College well represented.
Coach Dr. Aaron Brister was
named Coach of the Year, while
Austin Teal earned All-Arkansas
third base and Cade McBride was
All-Arkansas in left field. Jacori
Hicks and Gram Middleton both
earned honorable mentions.

Brister led CBC to a 38-15
record this season and an appear-
ance in the American Midwest
Conference (AMC) tournament
championship game. The 38 wins
was the second most in a season
in program history, and Brister
moved past 300 wins at CBC
during the season.

Teal was a first team All-AMC
selection at third base and batted
427 this season with six home
runs, a team-high 53 RBIs and a
team-high 33 stolen bases which
was good for a tie for second in
the state in steals.

McBride earned Dual Position
Player of the Year and Newcomer
Player of the Year honors from the
AMC and led the team in hits
with 78 and batting average at .438
which also helped him earn AMC
All-Tournament team honors.

Hicks closed the season strong,
batting .377 with 14 extra base hits
and 35 RBIs after the calendar
flipped to April.

Middleton was an AMC first
team selection at pitcher and led
CBC in wins (seven), innings (65
and 2/3), strikeouts (74) and ERA
(3.15), while also throwing three
complete games and combining
on a no-hitter on March 15 at

William Woods.
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Dan Carson
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There are many challenges in
student ministry. However, one
that doesn’t find its way into many
training manuals or seminars is be-
ing the youth pastor to your own
children. My theory is that manyin
student ministry either don’t make
it past those years or have had a
bad experience and don’t want to
talk about it. It can definitely be
a time of testing.

Not only are there strange
emotions and challenges for your
teenager, but church and youth
group members bring weird ex-
pectations to the table when your
teenagers enter the group. Theyare
afraid you will play favorites and
give your teenager time and atten-
tion that belongs to their children.
So, how do we navigate all these
expectations and needs? Here are
a few suggestions:

* Talk with your parents about
your entering student. They need
to understand that you are a parent
just like they are. You are trying to
navigate home, school, church and
the varied interests of your teenager.
Communicate with them and al-
low them to express their concerns.
Don't grow defensive during these
conversations. Listen and speak to
concerns as they arise.

*Besuretohavevolunteersyou
trustwithyourteenager. When my
children entered myyouth ministry,
there were a handful of adults who
made a huge difference in their
lives. I think about the way John
O’Connorand Nathan Betts poured
into my son. Laura O’Connor was
among the ladies who cared for my
daughter. I trusted these volunteers
theway many parents trust the youth
pastor of the church. I knew their
theology to be sound and theyloved
my kids. There is not much more
you can ask for.

* Don't forget to disciple your
childrenathome, notjustatyouth
group.Oneareal didn'tdoaswell,at
least in a formal manner, was disci-
pling my own children at home. We
teach that parents are the primary
disciple-makers for our students,
but it is easy to limit that disciple-
making to youth group time. Be
intentional with your teenagers.

* As you teach, don’t use your
children as examples unless you
talk to them in advance. Your

(L/R)RileyCarson,JohnO’Connor
and Kat Carson. John served as a vol-
unteer and became the youth pastor
right before we left to serve at Calvary
Baptist Church of Fayetteville. John
shared his love for music and Jesus

with both of my kids.

Ll Zals AV
(L/R)KatCarsonwith Elaine Simp-
son, one of the many who invested in

her while we served at Temple Baptist
Church of Rogers.

teenager does not want to be
embarrassed. Talking about their
struggles or inability to listen
to their parents is not a great
approach. There are times to talk
about their victories and celebrate
good things in your family, but
make sure that you talk to your
teenager in advance.

* Have “check-ins” with your
children. As your teenager is
involved in your student ministry,
you need to keep the lines of
communicationopenathome. Talk
on a regular basis to your children
about how things are going. Talk
to them about challenges they are
facing within the group. My son
has shared with me some of the
challenges he faced during those
years. There were moments of
jealousy from other students. He
navigated them well, but it was an
extra challenge that he endured.
Your “check-ins” could also be a
part of your discipleship time.

Hopetully, these suggestions can
help you as you start to navigate the
waters of pastoring your own chil-
dren. We would love to hear how
you successfully work with your
children in your student ministry.
Join us at Facebook.com/groups/
StudentMinistryMattersCommu-
nity and share your ideas.
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How should we evangelize
and share the good news of the
gospel? Many methods have been
provided,such as the Roman Road,
Four Spiritual Laws, Evangelism
Explosion, Evangelism in One
Verse and Gospelize. Let me make
this clear — train your people and
show them how to share the gospel.
Do not be guilty of giving them a
challenging responsibility without
showing them how to carry out that
task. Decide on a biblical method
and give your people the ability to
share the gospel clearly, concisely
and scripturally. Knowing what
to do helps to remove some of the
paralyzing fear in witnessing.

It is easy to always gravitate
toward the method, but the greater
obstacle, quite often, is the motiva-
tion. Why are so many believers
unconcerned about reaching unbe-
lievers with the gospel? Could this
go back to an intentional focus on
what became known as “lifestyle”
evangelism? I Thessalonians 1:7
tells how the believers there became
“ensamples, imitators, followers” to
others because of how they lived out
the truth of the Scriptures. Many
began saying thatyou must notonly
“talk thewalk butwalk the talk.”Un-
doubtedly, your life must reinforce
what you proclaim as truth, but is
“lifestyle” evangelism enough?

I'Thessalonians 1:8 speaks about
howthe Word of the Lord “sounded
out”which speaks of how the mes-
sage rang out and echoed for many
more to hearits truth. God’s timing
is challenging at times, but it can
also bring great joy when you see
His hand at work. Preparing for
this article, I received a notice of
a Church Answers blog posted by
Dr.Chuck Lawless entitled, Living
in the Tension of Great Commission
Urgency. Thiswasa great reinforce-
ment to head in the direction God
wasleading. Why doesitseem there

is so little passion and pursuit of
those doing life around us who are
far from God and not born again?

This article is not about meth-
odology, where you can so easily
become paralyzed, but it is about
motivation. No matter what your
soteriological position is, Adrian
Rodgers challenged all churches
to have an invitation and if you
“whistle Just as I Am, the elect will
knowwhatyou are doing.”In Com-
municating Christ Cross-Culturally,
David J. Hesselgrave wrote about
the importance of communicating
well, especially when it comes to a
topic as eternally important as the
gospel. In chapter six, he covers the
“why”question thataddresses every
believer’s responsibility and obliga-
tion to communicate Christ’s story.

There are three terms he defines
and clarifies — presence, proc-
lamation and persuasion. Each
term intensifies the assignment
of every follower of Christ. Hes-
selgrave stated, “I will now argue
that the early missionaries under-
stood their commission to make
disciples of all nations involved
the ultimate in communication —
not only reinforcing the Christian
message behaviorally, nor simply
delivering it verbally in writing or
speech, but also persuading men
and women to be converted and
become faithful and fruitful fol-
lowers of the Master.”Where does
our responsibility as ambassadors
for Christ begin and end?

IT Corinthians 5:19-20 says,
“...God was in Christ, reconciling
the world unto himself, not impurt-
ing their trespasses unto them; and
hath committed unto us the word
of reconciliation. Now then we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though
God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled
t0o God.” Chuck Lawless said, “That’s
the Great Commission tension the

title of this blog post points toward.
We cryout,'Come, Lord Jesus'(Rev.
22:20) even as we plead with oth-
ers, ‘Be reconciled to God.”We do
want Jesus to come back, but we
want our loved ones and friends
to turn to Christ before He does.”

Arewetopress thosewe proclaim
the gospel to for a verdict, to make
a decision? How motivated are we
to do something about that ten-
sion? Lawless offered that this call
to be reconciled to God drips with
urgency. He offered that living with
Great Commissionurgencyinvolves
praying with urgency, turning from
our own sin with urgency,recruiting
prayer warriors to join us in praying
with urgency, proclaiming the gos-
pel with urgency and trusting God
withurgency. Does this notdescribe
Paul’s heart in Rom. 9:3, “For I could
wish that myself were accursed from
Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh.”

Where is our urgency and pas-
sion to persuade unbelievers to be
reconciled to God? Hesselgrave
challenged every believer to see
thatin Acts 2:40, Peter did notstop
with only proclaiming the truth of
the gospel, but with many words,
he continued to exhort (persuade)
them to be saved. The Apostle Paul
had this same passion to persuade,
as clearly seen in Acts 9:20-29,
where in verse 29 it states that he
disputed with them. Then in Acts
26:27-28 notice Paul’s desire to
persuade, not just proclaim, when
he asked Agrippa if he believed.
Agrippa’s response was, Almost
thou persuadest me to be a Christian.”

Hesselgrave continued, “But
one must ask whether we can le-
gitimately attack this problem by
soft-pedaling terms while empha-
sizing others (i.e., teach, instruct,
proclaim), or by subsuming terms
like ‘dispute,‘reason’and ‘persuade’
under the activity of teaching...
Obviously, to be genuine and effec-
tive, persuasion ultimately mustbe
the result of the activity of the Holy
Spirit. He is the ‘divine hidden
persuader.” We must not ignore
the action verbs that point to our
persuasive activity and not settle
for “presence” or “proclamation.”
II Corinthians 6:1 challenges us
to urge others to not receive the
grace of God in vain.

Allowme to hopefully persuade
you by sharing a little more from
Hesselgrave, “We have seen that
our biblical mandate is conveyed in
clear words — preach, teach, wit-
ness, proclaim, evangelize, exhort,
rebuke, reprove, beseech, warn,
persuade. The missionary, there-
fore, is a witness. He is a bearer of
good news. He is a teacher. But he
is more than these. Whatever else
the missionaryis,heisapersuaded
man persuading others.”

By Dr. Tom Mitchel
(501) 804-6647 « temitchell1946@gmail.com

I was just thinking about the upcoming Father’s Day that celebrates
the men who are called daddy, dad, pop or papa. It reminded me just
how important fathers are in the molding of the lives of their children.

How sad it is when some men do not take the time to spend with their
children or to even display affection and deep love for those children. In
this column, I want to share some things about the Father who cares —
who truly loves His children. Of course, I am referring to our Heavenly
Father, who is also called by several names: God, the Almighty, Jehovah
and especially Father.

From Luke 15, the Holy Spirit inspired Luke, the doctor who traveled
with Paul, to write about a lost son — a prodigal, who decided to leave his
home, his family and true love. Here are some lessons we can learn

+ A lesson from a father who is generous — Jesus said, “..7here
was man who had two sons. The younger one said to his father, “Fat/yer, give
me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between them.” (Luke
15:11-12 NIV). Not only was that father generous, he was fair. That is
a very good example of who children can learn from good old dad — if
they only pay attention. May we never forget that our Heavenly Father
is fair in all His dealings with His children.

* Alesson from a father whose life was disrupted by a wayward son
— I cannot properly identify with such a situation because our son has
never been wayward. But as a pastor, I have witnessed just how terrible
it is for a father and mother when the children stray toward what the
world offers rather than what Jesus Christ offers. Some do not hear again
from that wayward child after he or she departs. Worry sets in, and the
father lies awake at night, just praying and wondering if the child is well
or if he or she is even alive. The prodigal was enjoying what the world
had to ofter — until it was no longer appealing.

“Not long after that, the younger son got together all that he had, set off for
a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. Affer he had
spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began
to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill his stomach with the pods the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything” (Luke 15:13-16).

'That young man had no Western Union, no bank transfers and no
cell phone. He was totally destitute! Finally, the young man came to his
senses, realized his foolishness and that he had sinned against his dad.
He decided to go back home.

* Learn from a father who longed for reconciliation — “ .. But when
he was still a long way off; his father saw him and was filled with compas-
sion for him...” The father didn't stand on the front porch with his arms
crossed, just waiting to chastise his boy. No. “He ran to his son, threw bis
arms around him, and kissed him (Luke 15:20).

* Learn from a father who does not show partiality — Despite the
older brother’s objections to the reconciliation and complaining, the fa-
ther displayed fairness to both sons. The older brother, who had been at
home, was actually far away from his father. Our Heavenly Father loves
us with unconditional love. Even when believers backslide in their walk

See FATHER, Page 4
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A Busy Time of Year

I have spent over 30 years working with students in some capacity
since I surrendered to the ministry on Nov. 7,1992. Although I am
not currently “on staft” as a student pastor, I still work with our high
school ministry at Antioch in Conway as a volunteer. As anyone who
works in student ministry understands, this is the time of year when
things get really busy — mission trips, church camps, Vacation Bible
School, SOAR, etc.

I am blessed to be able to serve as a sponsor for many of our trips
throughout the year. We just returned from a mission trip to Okla-
homa City, where we worked with Grace Harbor Church. It was a
blessing and a reminder of why I love working with students. I was
able to spend some time investing in the lives of students as we worked
together in a variety of ways over the five days.

'The busy times will continue over the next few weeks. Next week
(June 17-20), I will at church camp. I am the director for the BMA
Youth Camp that currently meets at Budd Creek Baptist Camp in
Greers Ferry. This is a camp began in 1978 and I have been honored
to serve as the camp director for over 20 years. We have just under 450
campers registered to arrive on Monday. Please pray for our speaker,
Chris Vines, worship leader, Doug Mickan and all those who will be
at camp. Each year I tell the campers they are not there by accident,
but God has brought them to camp for a purpose. Please pray for
God to move in the lives of all those at camp.

Special Emphasis Update

"Thank you to those who are still giving to help us meet our goal. Al-
though our time of promotion is in March and April each year, we count
all Special Emphasis offerings received through the end of our fiscal year
(Aug. 31) toward the goal. If you would like to know more about why
we are raising these funds, visit Baptist Trumpet.com/SE2024.

2024 Special Emphasis * Goal — $30,000

Previously Reported (May 22) $21,490.00

Church at Willow Beach, North Little Rock $590.00

Beacon, Taylor $92.20

Calvary, Marvell $125.00

Calvary, White Hall $1,415.00

Total $23,712.20
I

DISTRICT

CALENDAR HOMECOMINGS

Greenbrier Dist. WMA; July
11, 10 a.m.; Springhill, Greenbrier.

United Dist. WMA; July 13, 10
a.m.; Hattieville, Hattieville

Jonesboro Dist. Brother-
hood; June 25; Discover Mission,
Prospect, Jonesboro.

Central Ark. Dist. Brother-
hood; July 15, 6:30 p.m.; North
View, No. Little Rock.

Central Ark. WMA; July 20;
Landmark, England.

Marcus Hill, Enola, June 23;10
a.m.; lunch to follow; Kim Leach,
pastor.

Bodcaw #2, Rosston, July 14;
11 a.m worship, Dr. Eric Goble
message, lunch to follow; Bruce
Porter, pastor.

Bodcaw #1, Bodcaw, July
28; 10:30 a.m.- devotional (John
Ed Dorman); 11 a.m. — message
(James Ross); potluck to follow;
Tim Vines, pastor.
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ABORTION

(Continued From Page 1)

of Opportunity. Legally induced
abortion is contrary to the will of
the people in Arkansas clearly and
precisely articulated by Amend-
ment 68 to the Arkansas Consti-
tution: ‘Section 1: Public funding
— No public funds will be used to
pay for any abortion, except to save
the mother’s life. Section 2: Public
policy — The policy of Arkansas is
to protect the life of every unborn
child from conceptionuntil birth, to
the extent permitted by the Federal
Constitution. Section 3: Effect of
amendment — This amendment
will not affect contraceptives or
require an appropriation of public
funds.”

The three reports released by
the ADH in June list the number
of abortions performed in the past
year, the number of women who
experienced complications from
abortion and the number of abor-
tions necessary to save the life of
the mother. All three reports show
no abortions during 2023. In the
past, Arkansas has averaged about
3,200 abortions per year.

A group currently is working
to place the Arkansas Abortion
Amendment on the November
ballot. The measure would write
abortion into the state constitution,
and it would prevent the Arkansas
Legislature from enacting pro-
tective laws concerning abortion
during the first five months of
pregnancy and up to the moment
of birth — allowing thousands of
abortions every year and possibly
paving the way for taxpayer-funded
abortions in Arkansas.

Mimms urged pro-life Arkan-
sans to join the Decline to Sign
campaign underway to defeat the
amendment effort. More informa-
tion about how to get involved in
the is available at artl.org.

FATHER

(Continued From Page 3)
with Christ, the Father is always
ready for us to return, and He
welcomes them back with a love
like no other.

A good earthly father will emu-
late the character of his Heavenly
Father. Sometimes even dads need
to return to the Heavenly Father
who loves them so. They may need
to repent and return to the Lord.
Theymay need to gather their fam-
ily together, put their arms around
them, hug them, kiss them and
show them they are truly loved.

Dads, the Bible teaches that
we should love our neighbors as
we love ourselves. Your closest
neighbors are your family. Love
them as Christ has loved you —
totally and unconditionally.

“ABORTIONS ARE PROHIBITED IN ARKANSAS

W EXCEPT UNDER VERY LIMITED CIRCUMSTANCES.
AS SUCH, ABORTION PILLS MAY NOT BE LEGALLY
SHIPPED TO ARKANSANS OR BROUGHT INTO THE

STATE FOR USE BY ARKANSANS. AS ATTORNEY
GENERAL, | WILL CONTINUE FIGHTING TO
ENFORCE THE LAWS OF OUR STATE.”

- ATTORNEY GENERAL TIM GRIFFIN
MAY 21, 2024

Arkansas Right to Life (ARTL) Executive Director Rose Mimms ap-
plauded Attorney General Tim Griffin May 21 for issuing cease and desist
letters to New York-based Choices Women’s Medical Center, Inc. and Aid
Access of the Netherlands for potential violations of the Arkansas Deceptive
Trade Practices Act (ADTPA) related to abortion pill marketing and sales.

“Arkansas Right to Life applauds the actions of Attorney General Tim
Griffin in his efforts to protect pregnant women in Arkansas from those
who prey on them and seek to profit monetarily when they are in crisis,”
said Mimms. “Arkansas Right to Life supports the efforts of the ‘Every
Mom Matters’ initiative of the Arkansas Department of Health and the
almost 50 nonprofit pregnancy resource centers around our state that of-
fer actual resources that assist in healthy pregnancies and outcomes for
mothers and families who plan to parent or place a child for adoption.”

Griffin’s cease and desist letter reads: “Abortions are prohibited in
Arkansas except under very limited circumstances. As such, abortion
pills may not be legally shipped to Arkansans or brought into the state
for use by Arkansans. My office has verified that both Choices Women’s
Medical Center, Inc. and Aid Access are advertising the availability of
abortion-inducing pills to Arkansans in contravention of our laws.”

He added, “These companies must cease and desist advertising relat-
ing to the performance of abortion services in Arkansas immediately or
face the possibility of lawsuits from my office. As Attorney General, I
will continue fighting to enforce the laws of our state.”

The Attorney General has the authority to sue violators of the ADTPA
and seek civil penalties of $10,000 per violation. Griffin said both com-
panies must provide written notification within 14 days detailing the
actions they’ve taken to comply with the cease-and-desist letter.
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Roots to last a lifetime

It’s been a while. So, first, let
me start by saying “I'm sorry” for
not communicating more about
The Hedge. God is still continu-
ing to work in this ministry, and
thatis something I should be more
diligent to let you know about.

Since I last shared with you, a
lot has happened at The Hedge.
We've seen a whole school year
fly by. We've seen new faces turn
into regulars. We celebrated new
graduates at our last gathering of
this spring semester. And we've
even completed a face lift of our
downstairs worship space.

Hindsight is 20-20, so the old
saying goes. When I think back on
this past year, I see how it’s very
easy to get shortsighted — to be
so preoccupied with what is right
in front of you that you can’t look
past it. As I've been reflecting on
the past year, I see that reality has
been true for me.

Before I get into that, I want to
acknowledge that God’s sovereignty
overarches humanshortsightedness.
I don'twant to diminish all the work
He has been doing at The Hedge,
but I do want to be honest — some
of that work has been to teach me
that I haven't spent enough time
setting my sights on the horizon.

'This is my third full year of lead-
ing this work, and over the course of
those firsttwoyears God wasstirring
us to life in some pretty spectacular
ways. The ministry that was in fi-
nancial disarray had been brought
right-side up by His gracious provi-
sion. The ministry that had lost its
identity on campus was starting to
gain traction in certain spaces as a
place that students wanted to be a
part of. Small gatherings of as few
as 6 on a Tuesday night had grown
to be consistently over 20.

This pastyear,itseemed like some
of that was stalling or maybe even
going backward. It seemed to me

HEDGE

thehedgeuark.com

e
By Stuart Estes
Ministry Team Leader
thehedge.uark@gmail.com

like we were trying really hard to be
the “right” kind of ministry, but we
still weren't there. I was wondering
if we had hit the glass ceiling.

T'll admit it, I was getting a
little frustrated — mostly at oth-
ers, though. I was frustrated that
students weren't inviting others to
The Hedge. I was frustrated they
weren’t prioritizing evangelism.
I was frustrated people who had
been involved were bailing out for
other things.

One Tuesday night, I was
about to preach, and I remember
thinking, “Is this really what these
students need? Another night of
worship when most of them are in
church and have this same kind of
thing ona Sunday morning?”Ijust
pushed that thought down because
you can't teach with somethinglike
that floating around in your head!

Butthe next morning,I wasable
to get alone with the Lord, and I
brought this before Him in prayer.
As I confessed these feelings, His
Spiritbegan to pointsomething out
to me — my desires for His glory
were not what they should be, and
this was at the root of why things
had started to stall at The Hedge.

Now, fast forward to today,and I
can confidently say that I had done
some things over the course of ayear
—outofalackoffervencyfor God’s
glory and shortsightedness — that
hadled the work to this plateau. It’s
taken me about a month and half of
processing to get to that conclusion,
but I know it to be true now.

Over the summer months, I'm
making some changes in the ways
I think about and do this work. My
plan is to share some of those things
with you as I work through them.
Hopetully,I can share with you how
the Lord continues to deal with me
and this work as we move forward.

Thankyouforyoursupportand
prayers for The Hedge!

By Dr. Tony Cleaver
726 Walnut Dr. - Killeen, Tex. 76549
jstmcleaver@gmail.com

/ Should We Pra
R A
A / Like Gideon?

Thave prayed and prayed for God to guide me. He hasn't answered my
prayer. I have asked God for direction for my life. He has not given me
direction. What do I do? Gideon (Judges 6) asked God for a sign that
the fleece be wet and the ground be dry. Then he asked for the ground to
be wet and the fleece dry. God replied as Gideon had requested. What
happens when all is wet and all dry at the same time? What do I do?
Here are some things we can do as we ask God for leadership when there
seems to be no immediate answer:

* Keep on asking. God is interested in your well-being and the well-
being of His kingdom. God is not annoyed at your asking for direction
from Him. He is honored when we truly ask for direction from Him.
We must ensure that we seek His direction rather than blessings on our
escape plans when we are in trouble.

* Look for change. Many times, prayer changes me. Many times,
prayer changes circumstances, even those people around me. There may
be movement in the condition in which I find myself. New insights oc-
cur when we are open to the presence of the Living God.

* Read and reread the Scriptures. The Bible is the guide for my life.
It is authoritative for my journey. It is a lamp for my feet and a light for
my path. There is no human condition the Bible excludes. I will find
more than a hint in the Book of books.

* Enquire of spiritual mentors. Some people are good guides. They
are spiritually sensitive to your journey and will give you godly and sound
counsel, not “Here’s what you need to do now” advice.

*Try a “new” path. If I am stuck at a dead end, maybe I need to go
back to the crossroads to find my way. Returning to “basics” and the
starting point many times reveals which end of the rope you are holding.

What do I do when God seemingly does not answer my request for
direction? Rather than giving up on God, the above tried and proven
ways are most helpful.

Bre;k Out the Truth Bible

Antioch, Conway;June 17-20,
Conference; June 16-19; 6 p.m.;

9 a.m.; Scuba.

Sun.-A Case for Genesis (Cory
Mitchell), Mon.-desus Through
Israel (Allen Morton), Tue.-The
Gospels (Jarod Hendry), Wed.-
Eschatology (Dr. Tom Mitchell).

Gospel Concert featuring
Karen Peck and New River; June
28;7:30p.m.;Landmark, England.

Gospel Singing featuring
Harper Collective; June 29,6 p.m.;
Oak Grove, Jonesboro.

SOAR 2024; July 3-5; Live! By
Loews Convention Center; Arling-
ton, Texas.

Student Ministry Workers
Retreat; Sept. 14; Central Baptist
College; Conway.

North View, No. Little Rock,
July 7-11; Shine.

Prospect, Jonesboro, July
8-11, 6 p.m.; Good News Cruise.

County Line, Marvell; July
8-12; WildLive.

Zion, Fordyce; July 8-12, 8:30
a.m.; 4 yo-5" grade; Scuba

Ark. WMA Ladies Retreat;
Sept. 27-28; Central Baptist Col-
lege, Conway.

Re:Charge Leaders Oasis;
Oct. 1-3; Calvary, Fayetteville.

BMA of Arkansas Mtg.; Nov.
7-8; Central Baptist College, Con-
way.

Barbara Jean Morrison, 77 of
Pea Ridge, passed away May 20.
She was the wife of Larry Mor-
rison, former BMA of Arkansas
missionary and pastor, she was a
member of Bethel, Bentonville.

Her husband pastored anumber
of churches in Arkansas,including:
Garden Springs, Jefferson; Beacon
(nowMurmil Heights),E1Dorado;
Little River, Manila; Commerce
Road, Pine Bluff (BMA of Ark.
Mission); Beech Street, Crossett;
and Unity, Rogers (Benton County
Mission). He also pastored Riley,
Riley, Kan. and served as associate
pastor at Fairview, Blytheville.

Barbara served in the Juvenile
and Child Support Division with
the Benton County Circuit Court
until she retired in 2008.

Survivors include her husband
of 59 years, Larry Morrison; two
sons,Carter Wade (Amanda Sand-
ers) Morrison of Fayetteville and
Ross Lynn (Rebecca Lambrecht)
Morrison of Brooklyn, NY; two
brothers, Ronnie Lynn (Chris)
Ellison of Pine Bluffand Timothy
Paul Ellison of Little Rock; one
sister; Lynette Fowler of Benton-
ville; and one granddaughter.

A graveside service was held
at Mount Pleasant Cemetery in
Hiwasse on May 22, with Perry
Morgan and Ron Schultz officiat-
ing. Arrangements were by Ept-
ing Funeral Home in Bentonville
(eptingfuneralhome.com).

J R =

Vicky Ann Townsley Gray, 74 of
Plumerville,passed away June 6. She was

Rector is in search of a bi-vocational

pastor. For more information, contact
Tim Barnumat (870) 335-8061,Roby
Ward at (870) 476-7013 or Ben Isom
at (870) 595-4499.
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BY JAKE MCCANDLESS

STANDFIRM.JAKE@GMAIL.COM
WWW.STANDFIRMMINISTRIES.COM

My heart through Stand Firm
Ministries has been to encourage
believers to remain faithful, and
especially to encourage the emerg-
ing generation to stand firm. In my
research, I'm convinced that one of
the mainreasons 65-80%of children
raised in our churches leave the faith
is because they don't see the story
they’re invited into as big as it truly
is. This is heartbreaking because the
upcoming generation wants to give
their lives to a cause that counts,and
we know that following Jesus is the
greatest cause. There’s no more sig-
nificant “cause story” in the world
than the one told in Scripture. The
story of truth recorded in the Bible,
unfoldingin the presentand inviting
us to be a part of it,encompasses all
of reality. Our modern portrayal of
that story often makes it a separate,
unrelated narrative to the rest of the
world.I know thisisntwhatwe want
orlong to convey. That’s why I spent
so much time sharing my series of
articles on 7he Epic Story of Truth.

Ifyoufollowed thatseries close-
ly, you saw the prevalence of some
biblical topics we don’t include as
much as others in the church and
our conversations on the Bible to-
day. I highlighted two of them —
the end times and God’s continued
planforIsrael. There’sathird subject
that had traces in nearly every in-
dividual Bible story we looked at.
'The subjectis in almost every event
within the Bible. That’s the unseen
world — Satan, angels, demons,
and all that is in the spirit world.
Now,we do address these things on
occasion, but I have come to find
out I didn’t have a biblical view of
the actuality of angels and demons,
nor did I realize the unseen world
has prominence within Scripture.
I can't speak for anyone else, but I
didn’t have a biblical view. Most
of the treatment of these topics I
hear isn't what I would consider

biblically solid. I let tradition and
modern thinking shape my views
rather than the Bible itself.

When I talk about having a
biblical view of the unseen world,
that comes by recapturing the
first-century mind of the original
audience of the Bible. We get small
glimpses of the view of the audience
that received the New Testament
when reading the Bible, but their
view of the angelic world is laid
out thoroughly in the intertesta-
mental writings. These are books
written after the close of the Old
Testament until the time of Jesus
that aren't included in the Bible. If
you've picked up a Catholic Bible,
theyare the included “bonus”books.
Though not in Protestant Bibles,
they’re quoted in the Bibleand even
by Jesus. Studying those books is a
loaded topic,but theyare the closest
we can get to understanding more
about the Bible’s original audience
mindset.I'lladdress that topiclater,
as I am launching into a series on
the unseen world of the Bible, but
with this article, I wanted to give
five reasons why this topic matters:

*'The unseen world is a major
partofthe Bible. The spirit world
is in the Bible a lot — likely more
than we realize! Therefore, if it’s in
the Bible, it’s important, and we
must have a biblical foundation
of the topic like we aim for with
every other topic. In Acts 20, the
Apostle Paul exhorts us to preach
the whole counsel of God.

* Like when Jesus came in His
firstadvent, theactivity of theun-
seen world will ramp up leading
up to His return. If you want to
tally up a long list, go through the
Book of Revelation and tally each
time it talks about angels. You will
have to be committed to finishing
because it is a lot. There are also
wild passages such as Revelation
9, which talks about fallen angels

-6- BAPTIST TRUMPET, June 12, 2024
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Revivals
New Liberty, Emmett; June
24-28;7 p.m.;John David Watson,
evangelist; Billy Chris Langston,
pastor.

Bodcaw #2, Bodcaw; July
15-17; 7 p.m.; Mon.-Tue.-Dr. Eric
Goble, Wed.-Harper Collective
Band; Bruce Porter, pastor.

Bluff Springs, Rosston; July
20-23; Sun. 5 p.m., Mon.-Wed. 7
p.m.; Sun.-Tues. — Kenneth Bobo,
evangelist, Wed. — Damien Rogers,
evangelist; Donnie Dillard, pastor.

County Line, Marvell; Aug.
4-7; Sun. 5:30 p.m., Mon.-Wed. 7
p.m.; Todd Smith, evangelist.

Landmark, England; Aug. 4-7;
Sun.6p.m.,Mon.-Wed.7p.m.;Mas-
ter’s Voice singing, Ricky Capps,
evangelist; David Inzer, pastor.

released from under the Euphra-
tes River and demons coming out
of the abyss. The Bible indicates
that the unseen world will play a
prominent role at the end of the
age. We saw the same thing when
Jesus came in His First Advent.

*We can'tunderstand spiritual
warfare ifwe don’t have a biblical
foundation of the spirit world.
Though we may not talk about
angels and demons regularly in
the modern church, we do talk
about spiritual warfare. Spiritual
warfare is real, but if we don’t have
a biblical foundation of the spirit
world, we can't accurately prepare
and fight this spiritual war.

* As paganism returns and
grows in the United States, we all
will be confronted with conversa-
tions about the spiritual world.
Until the spread of Christianity, the
Gentile world was dominated by
paganism and spiritism. Therefore,
as Christianitywanesin places, there
willbeareturnto these practices. We
are seeing this in the United States.
Thereis arise in paganism, spiritism
andwitchcraft.Id argue thatthe first
followers of Jesus were prepared to
encounter these things,butwe’re not
today, as we have neutralized much
of the spirit world of the Bible.

*Theworldisincreasinglypro-
vidingalternative explanations of
the unseen world. The lost world
has always tried to explain the
spirit world in its own way. Today,
we chalk up their explanations as
mythologiesand fairy tales,but then
we do the same ourselves. Have you
seen shows like History Channel’s
Ancient Aliens? It could be that the
Bible mighthave answers thatwe're
not providing the world around us.

— Jake is a state missionary
and would love to share about the
work in Northwest Arkansas and
encourage your church to stand firm.
(standfirmministries.com)
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In John 5:1-15, we read about a pool in Jerusalem called Bethesda.
Around it lay a great number of disabled people — blind, lame, para-
lyzed. It was believed at that time that an angel would come down from
Heaven and stir the water, and the first one to get in the pool would be
healed. One man, a paralytic for 38 years, didn't have a chance to get in
the water first. Most likely he was brought to the pool yearly filled with
hope that this would be the year he would be healed. Year after year, he
was taken away filled with hopelessness.

One day, however, everything changed. Jesus came to Jerusalem to
attend a feast of the Jews. When He saw the man lying there in such
dire condition, He asked, “Do you want to get well?” (John 5:6 NIV).

At that time, the man did not know Jesus nor did he understand the
question. Attempting to explain the situation, he replied, “Sir... I have
no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying
to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me” (John 5:7).

Jesus said to him, “Gez up! Pick up your mat and walk”(John 5:8). Im-
mediately, the man was healed, no longer chained by his infirmity. Jesus
had set him free. His despondency turned to joy. Being the Sabbath, the
Jews weren't too happy about the situation because it was against the
law to carry your mat on that holy day. Later, when the man met Jesus
at the temple, he “went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had
made him well” (John 5:15). And that was that!

The man’s original hope was in the wrong savior. He thought if he
could have just gotten into the water stirred by an angel, he would find
healing. He was not expecting to find spiritual healing.

People today are desperately looking for spiritual healing, for someone
or some thing to “stir the water”and promise them a way to get to Heaven.
Some “churches” invite them to be a part of their fellowship. They have
already stirred the water; you just have to keep the law and abide by their
rules. In some places, baptism is your guarantee into Heaven. Others stir
the water by asking a person to “plant a seed”by donating a large amount
of money to their organization, and telling them that by doing so, God
will be pleased and bless them a hundred times over. In one so-called
church, you can stir your own water by believing whatever you want to.
They say the way to Heaven is through many different doors — as long
as you are sincere.

Sadly, none of these options will give eternal life. Only Jesus can do
that. There is no false hope like the world offers. Jesus came into the
world to seek and to save those who are lost. Confessing our sins and
trusting Him as our Savior guarantees our home in Heaven.

A favorite hymn of mine reminds me that no one has ever cared for
me like Jesus. In Scripture, the Lord says, “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). There is no
waiting for years to catch His eye, and no standing in line behind other
people. The paralyzed man realized that right away. Jesus looked at him
with compassion and changed his life forever.

“Eweryone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”(Rom.10:13).
And it will be immediate — Jesus stirred the water a long time ago. We
must let the world know where their hope can be realized.
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Last week, we looked at two conditions connected to the storm of
temptation. Now, let us observe the warning signs.

Statistics show couple after couple today repeatedly state that it was lone-
liness that drove them to adultery. Of course, that is no excuse to cheat, but
we are trying to find causes. By now, husbands and wives should be aware
of the danger of loneliness. A person can eat, sleep and spend their life with
someone and yet be lonely. We overlook our spouses when we become so
consumed in ourselves or others. That is when our actions spell trouble.

From a casual reading, we can tell the real cause for Potiphar’s wife’s
actions was selfish lust. We are told Joseph was a goodly person and well
favored (handsome). She cast her eyes upon him literally with desire.
Now listen to James, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away
of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath ,conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death” (James. 1:14-15).

Potiphar’s wife was driven by uncontrolled lust that made her do
what she did. And having position, she could justify her sin by blaming
someone else. We need not be guilty of blaming someone else for our
sin. Adam tried and it didn’t work then either. The marriage vows say,
“for better or worse, till death do us part.” Johnny Cash said, “I fell into
a burning ring of fire. I went down, down, down and the flames went
higher.”’This could describe many a person struggling with temptations.

One thing that will help is this — don’t assume too much. Have an
open line of communication with your spouse. Couples would be bet-
ter off talking more than sulking. God is greater than any problem, and
all we need do is pray. Think of such betrayal as if you robbed someone
with a gun. It is just something you do not do unless you have serious
issues. Yet spouses are guilty every day of nearly stomping the life out
of their spouses. So, as a Christian, recognize the negative potential of
loneliness and lust, not only in ourselves but also in others.

We must avoid the call to temptation when we are tempted (in many
areas of life such as to fight, lie, cheat, sensual, etc.). We must say “no” to
the very idea. “Bur he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my
master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all
that he hath to my hand. There is none greater in this house than I; neither
hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how
then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:8-9).

Here we see two things. One was the destruction that giving in to
temptation could bring to one’s success. Joseph reaffirms his great suc-
cess and why giving in to temptation not only can ruin a career, but it
may even wreck a family. And secondly, he thought, “What this will do
to my spiritual life? How then can I do this great wickedness and sin
against God?” Notice he did not say against Potiphar but God, because
sin of any form is against God. Joseph knew;, like all sins, there is always
a price to be paid, and a judgment one must face.

When all else fails to shut out the call of temptation, just remember
who you are — a child of God — and that one day you will stand before
Him and give an account of those things done in this life.

them some premarital talks. We

Misién Creciendo en Cristo had nine hours of talking about

(Growing in Christ), North
Little Rock: Juan Carlos Posadas
writes, “Do you remember Ben-
jamin and Alanis, a Venezuelan
couple we helped with some pa-
perwork they needed to complete?
Last week, they expressed their
desire to get married, so I offered

marriage in light of the Word of
God. They were very attentive,
participated and shared their lives,
and it was obvious that they were
seeking God’s teaching in His
Word.

“We began cleaning the ex-
terior of the building Thursday

— washing walls, cutting bushes,
cutting tree branches that hin-
dered lighting, cutting grass and
repairing equipment. We had to
stop Sunday afternoon because of
the coming storm.Thank God for
the willingness of these brothers
to maintain the building.”

Ebenezer, West Little Rock:
Ruben Isturiz writes, “Last Sun-
day, we had a recognition of our
four young people who graduated
from high school. We prayed for
them and gave them a small gift.
Some of them will continue their
university studies, and we are
praying that God will continue to
open doors for them. We have few
young people in Ebenezer right
now, but we are praying that God
will continue to bring new young
people to our congregation.

“Inpastarticles,I toldyouabout
Neymar, one of our children who
is being treated for cancer. Thank
God, he is getting better. He and
his family connect to Ebenezer
online every Sunday. Georgina
is Neymar’s mom, and she had
asked us to pray for Colton, who
was undergoing cancer treatment.
This week, we found out that
Colton had lost the fight against
his disease. Georgina has been
strengthened by God throughout
this time, and she has been a mis-
sionary to other parents who are
in the same circumstances. Let us
pray for her and all her family for
strength.

“Ebenezer continues to thank
God for all of you and for your
prayers. If it were not for the
support you give us, it would be
very difficult to have this ministry
among the Hispanic community.
To God be the glory!”

Faith Chapel, Flippin:Johnny
Shew writes, “We had another
great week at Faith Chapel! We
had a really good number for
worship even though, once again,
several were out for various reasons.
But we also had several visitors,
aside from our ‘faithful visitors,’
with one first-time visitor. It was
a really good service.

“The building is showing
progress. The painters are coming
Monday or Tuesday, and we have
almost finished the siding on the

new addition the Master’s Builders
helped us with. It is going to be so
nice to finally move in and begin
to use the new building. There is
somuchworkinvolved in building
a new building like this, but it will
be so worth it when we are able to
be in there — and we know it will
be soon.

“Thank you all for your con-
tinued support, and especially for
your prayers! God is hearing and
answering them. Please continue,
and we will continue to lift you up
in prayer as well.”

Faith Journey, Benton: Bryan
Claywrites, “The mission loves this
time of year! The summer always
brings the opportunity to share
God’s message through Vacation
Bible School with children in our
area who might not otherwise be
involved in a church to hear about
Him.

“I was asked to be the speaker
at Celebration Baptist Church in
Haskell this past week at their
MegaKids Camp.The main theme
of this week was about being the
Light of the World and the Salt
of the Earth.

“Wehadagood group of young
adults and children in attendance
this week at Faith Journey. We
spoke on needing boldness in our
lives for Christand how to achieve
that in our ministry. We need to
study the Word and ask God to
give us opportunities to share His
story with others who come into
our daily walk. We are praying
that each of us gains more bold-
ness in Him to make His kingdom
known.”

Misién Gracia Soberana
(Sovereign Grace), NWA: Ro-
berto Marcelletti writes, “We met
with Pastor Dana William and
his wife, Kimberly on Tuesday.
He is the pastor of Cornerstone,
our mother church, and he told us
they are very happy to be part of
our mission. He also shared that
they were there to help us grow,
and we could immediately notice
it since they are helping us with
the church expenses by donating
equipment to maintain the church.
They also invited us to a fair where
they were going to have a stand to
publicize their church. We shared
the table and gave outinformation
about our church and distributed
tracts. Nine people were also able
to evangelize.

“I was sharing the gospel with
five families this week in a place
where they go to look for food.

“We had a low attendance
Sunday because there was heavy
rain at the time of the service and
several families were on trips for
the holidays.”

Epic Life, Pea Ridge: Jake
McCandless writes, “We had a

orts

&% from the -
Churches

Bodcaw #1, Bodcaw one by bap-
tism; Tim Vines, pastor.

First, Bald Knob gained two by
baptism; Matthew Grantham, pastor.

First, No. Lewisville received
three by baptism and two by letter
since last report; Jerry Evans, Interim
Pastor.

Macedonia, Magnolia reports
one by baptism and one by letter; Joe
Owens, pastor.

Milligan Ridge, Manila wel-
comed three by baptism; Jeff Knowl-
ton, pastor.

Providence, Hope witness one by
baptism; Casey Curtis, pastor.

great week with our Connec-
tion Groups. Three of the four
sustaining groups met, and the
Woodbridge Connection Group
had a packed house with 21!

“Thisweek was also our month-
ly Collective Gathering, which is
where all our Connection Groups
meet to celebrate what God is do-
ingand to worship corporately. The
night often involves testimonies,
multiple Scripture readings and
multiple prayer times. This week
was more like a traditional ser-
vice, with a time of worship and
a full message. I shared a message
entitled, ‘What if the Disciples
Carried Out Their Mission Like
Us? We looked at the continual
line of disciple-making since the
generation of the 12 disciples,
and we don’t want it to end with
us. We constantly talk about the
core of what we're to do as Christ-
followers — to follow and fish.

“It was a difficult night because
it was the last night our worship
leaders, Robby and Leah Herrage,
would be with us. They had moved
totheareafrom Mobile,Ala.tolead
us in worship and have been with
us since the beginning. We have
been able to have their leadership
through the Silas Partnership.”

El Faro #2 Hispanic Mission,
Cabot/Jacksonville: Michael
Hightwrites, “Yesterday,] had the
privilege of speaking at Celebra-
tion Baptist Church in Haskell.
We lived in Haskell when the
mission started, and it has been
exciting to see how God continues
to bless them.

“This is a big week for me — 1
am meeting with the neurologist
from Arizona on Tuesday to get
my final diagnosis and a treatment
plan. I am praying for some con-
crete answers.

“We have set the time to start
our mission’s public worship ser-
vices and will spend the summer
working toward that day. Please
keep us in your prayers!”
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By David Langley, President * BMA of Oklahoma

Just the Crumbs is a nonprofit organization that began in December
2014 to help those in need. Its founder, BMA Minister Lavon Haden,
started the ministry by simply handing out hot dogs to the hungry in
his town of Columbia, Miss.

His goal was not to ask for money, but for anything people had in
excess that he could sell — hence the name “Just the Crumbs” (JTC).
This vision has resulted in the establishment of four thrift stores, the
profits of which go to disaster relief projects.

'This past month, tornados struck here at home in Oklahoma. I am
not new to tornados, but I am new to a disaster relief outreach we now
support through the BMA of America. We were a beneficiary of this
ministry. With their semi-truck, 53-foot mobile kitchen and multiple
trailers to help with disaster relief, they provided much-needed help in
Marietta and Sulphur, Okla. We have a church close by in Roft that is
pastored by Wayne Edgar. His dear wife, Susie, lost her sister-in-law.
Please pray for them and others in our state.

At this writing, two other cities in Oklahoma also were hit. BMA of
Oklahoma (BMAQO) people were on the ground alongside JTC serving
meals. We thank each volunteer and those who sent financial support
from Arkansas and Oklahoma. I don’t know much about multimedia,
so I just tried to reach out as best I could. It was devastating to see the
damage to these communities. My wife and I traveled to Sulphur to
serve alongside JTC, and what a blessing these folks were. Thank you,
BMAO, for serving in this area of ministry in times of such great need.

Food and lodging will be provided for volunteers at the disaster site.
Brandy Haden asks us to pray that we would reach the lost. “That’s the
whole concept of what we do,” he said, “create opportunities to witness.
There’s no better time to do that than when people are in need.”

To donate to BMA Disaster Relief, partnering with Just the Crumbs,
or to volunteer, contact Angela Rice at angela@bmamissions.org or call
the BMA Missions Office at (501) 455-4977. For more information
about BMA Disaster Relief and Just the Crumbs, or to sign up to be a
first responder, visit www.bmamissions.org/disasterrelief.

Ifyouwould like to volunteer, contact Mike Angus at (228) 669-1108
or Beth Haden at (662) 582-6667. You can also give a tax-deductible
donation by clicking the “Just the Crumbs”button on the BMA National
Web Site (bmamissions.org/disasterrelief) or send by mail to Just the
Crumbs, 10 Wagon Trail, Sumrall, Miss. 39482.

BMA Financial and BMA |

America Information Services are

partnering on the second BMA BMA
Salary and Benefits Survey. 'Ihe FINANCIAL
purpose of the electronic survey is Intearity | Excellence | Trust

to provide churches with benchmark data to inform and assist in the
establishment and maintenance of viable compensation packages for
their pastor and staff. The data resulting from the study will be made
available with respect for the autonomy of each local church, but we
hope the information will provide an objective resource in consider-
ing appropriate staff compensation.

e survey is designed to be completed by all church staft person-
nel and is completely anonymous. An email was sent out on May
30 to all pastors and staff in our database. If you did not receive an
email and would like to participate, please go to bmafinancial.org
and complete the survey online. For questions about the study, call
(844) 262-8637 or email Chief Development Officer Ryan Johnson

at ryan@bmaamerica.org.
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GAMERS

(Continued From Page 1)

guns in Pride flag colors, transgen-
der flag colors and a whole host of
other LGBT-themed colors. Per-
haps most shocking of allis the in-
clusion of transgender flag-colored
bullets. Given the rise in violent
school shootings perpetrated by
those who identify as transgender,
featuring pink-white-and-blue
machine gun rounds seems worse
than insensitive: it’s callous.

Video games have, of course,
featured LGBT content in the
past, but the fall of “Call of Duty”
isan especial blow as the franchise
has been a staple for boys for over
20 years, a proving ground where
young men could pit their skills
against each other and make
believe, at least for a little while,
that they were soldiers. War is an
inherently masculine activity and
for centuries, boys have played at
war. Whether it’s turning every
single stick and branch found
on a hike into a sword, pitting a
legion of little green army men
against a motley battalion of Lego
cops and knights on the bedroom
floor, declaring a Nerf war with
the whole first floor of the house
as a battlefield or 360 no-scoping
Nazi zombies on a screen, boys
begin training for war at a young
age — it’s practically inevitable.

More than just inevitable,
though,itis noble. Men are inher-
ently designed by God to provide
and protectand have an innate de-
sire to risk their lives in defense of
something worth risking theirlives
for. That is why films like “Brave-
heart” and “Saving Private Ryan”
are so successful and so impactful
— they depict a man risking or
even sacrificing his life in war for
the sake of something worth dy-
ing for. A common internet meme
denotes this same theme: men only
have two fantasies — one is rais-
ing a family and maybe owning a
tarm, while the other is loading a
rifleand holding off the enemyina
final stand, giving others a chance
to escape and survive.

"The ultimate example of this, of
course, is in the person of Christ. As
powerful as it is when Mel Gibson’s
William Wallace cries out, “Free-
dom!” on the executioner’s block, as
moving as it is when Tom Hanks's
Captain Millerwhispers, “Earn this”
with his dying breath, these are but
echoes of Christ’sall-encompassing
sacrificeon the Cross.J.R.R. Tolkien,
himself a World War I veteran and
the author of the mythological war
novel 7he Lord of the Rings, encour-
aged hissonstolook to Christ cruci-
fied for inspiration. “There you will
find romance, glory, honour, fidelity
and the true way of all your loves on

earth,” he wrote.

The masculine desire to fight
for something worth fighting for
and die for something worth dying
for—and, indeed, the desire to tri-
umphinthe face of insurmountable
odds—isitselfayearning tobelike
Christ. This fact also is evinced in
the games boys play. In an effort

to increase its share of the girls’

toys market, the Lego Company
conducted aseries of studies several
years ago, examining the differ-
ences between how boys play and
how girls play. In one experiment,
groups of boys were asked to build
acastle,and separate groups of girls
were asked to do likewise. Upon
completing their castles, the boys
immediately began staging a war,
explaining that they saw the castle
as a mere “backdrop” to their com-
bat. The girls, meanwhile, began
examining the castle and finding
ways to improve it. Toboys,combat
was the heart of the endeavor.
Another experiment found that
when boys play with a toy — a
Batman action figure, for instance
— they try to become more like
that toy; they learn all that they can
about Batman, they try to imitate
his voice, they try to be him. The
experiment found that girls, on the
other hand, try to make their toys
more like themselves. None of this,
of course, is to disparage the way

girls play — the way girls play is
beautifullyand wonderfullysuited to
their God-given feminine identity.
'The point is simply to emphasize
the unique way in which boys play.

Whenboys playatwar or combat
—whetherwithwooden swordsand
trash-bin-lid-shieldsin the backyard
orwith high-tech automaticrifleson
ascreen—theyare doing more than
just relaxing or “having fun,” they
are training themselves, modeling
themselves,shaping themselvesinto
something else. With the invasion
of the venomous LGBT agenda
into boys’ games, it is less and less
likely that boys will grow into men
modeled after Christ crucified.
No, they may now be riddled with
transgender bullets and grow into
some grotesque caricature of men
—modeled after the groomers who
took over their games.

— 8.4. McCarthy serves as a
news writer at The Washington
Stand (washingtonstand.com). He
has also been published by The Ameri-
can Spectator, Real Clear Investi-
gations and Crisis Magazine. He
graduated from McDaniel College
in Westminster, Md. with a degree
in English Literature and Commu-
nication. This article was originally
published at washingtonstand.com/
commentary/groomers-vs-gamers-
call-of~duty-gets-the-pride-month-

treatment.)

until the moment of birth.

pregnant mother null and void.

the future.

Decline to
Sign NOW!

Know the Facts about the
Radical AR Abortion Amendment!

The Arkansas Abortion Amendment would enshrine limitless abortion up

If adopted, the proposed measure would render many current laws
protecting the unborn, protecting parental rights, and protecting the

If this ballot measure is adopted it would make it impossible and illegal to
@ pass any common-sense protections for the unborn child or her mother in

At 5 months (18 weeks) gestation, the unborn child has met many
milestones of development and is capable of feeling pain.

It is not in the best interest of women, children, families, and the future of
our state to pass the Arkansas Abortion Amendment.

NOW IS THE TIME FOR ACTION!

All Arkansans who want to protect unborn babies and their mothers must take
a stand and join us in this fight for their lives. Together, we can and will make a
difference! Decide today to do something and then do it.

ARKANSAS Paid for by Arkansas Right to Life, Inc.
RIGHT TO LIFE 501-663-4237 - art/@artl.org

Visit artl.org/decline-to-sign-campaign for more information




