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	 CBC has had many students who have done great things in the world after their 
time here. We can boast of many pastors, teachers and doctors who got their start at 
CBC, and we are very proud of them and their accomplishments. One group we are 
especially proud of is our students who have gone on to serve God in missions, and 
alumna Candra Barnett has done just that. 
	 She came to CBC in 2014 and pursued a major in Psychology & Counseling with a 
minor in Missions. During her time here, she enjoyed the same campus life many other 
students have come to love, with Hall Wars being the source of some of her fondest 
memories. “I loved Hall Wars!” Barnett said, “It was always such a fun time, and I loved 
getting to know everyone better.”
	 Barnett felt God’s calling in her life many years before attending CBC. “I felt called 
to missions since I was 13,” she said. “I surrendered to missions when I was 15.”
	 Faithful to God’s calling, Barnett has pursued mission work in the years since. “After 
leaving CBC, I underwent the assessment process to become a BMA missionary. I spent 
nine months working at a daycare while raising money to go on the mission field. After 

that, I moved to Romania as a BMA missionary,” she said.
	 She recalled how people at CBC helped prepare her for her calling. “My mission 
classes with Dr. John David were foundational for the work I am doing now,” she said. 
“You can find so many great people at CBC to lead you in your walk with Christ.”
	 Barnett is currently serving on a mission trip in Africa with some of her Romanian 
ministry partners. “It is so amazing to see Romanians taking the gospel to Africa,” she 
shared. “I hope this is just the first trip of many.”
	 Barnett offered some practical advice to others who may be considering a life on the 
foreign mission field. “Go on as many trips as you can, learn everything you can and 
read as many books about missions as possible,” she advised. “Ask lots of questions.”
	 A life on mission for God is a life well lived, and we are very honored to have had 
the opportunity to pour into those like Barnett who are using their talents and passions 
to serve God to the fullest. We look forward to seeing what else God has in store for 
Barnett, and we pray that God will continue to raise up missionaries who will bring His 
gospel to the ends of the earth.

CBC is committed to transforming lives by providing an education that integrates Christian 
faith and academic excellence in a Christ-centered environment.

CBC Students Use Passion and Talents to Serve God
By Mason Crymes
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people need to be connected to Jesus through a community of faith.

	 One of the major commands Jesus made to His disciples the night before He was falsely 
arrested and eventually crucified was that they should love one another. That command re-
peats throughout the New Testament.
	 After giving that command in John 14-16, Jesus specifically prayed for the unity of His 
followers. He prayed that those first disciples would be one, just as He wants us to be today.
	 Throughout my ministry, I have talked and preached about the need for unity within 
the body of Christ. I have often talked about “doing life together” in church, but it wasn’t 
until the start of Epic Life that I began to understand what that truly means. It has taken 
two years of being in each other’s homes, lunches at Gusanos, chats in the stands of football 
games and the seats of band concerts, and discipleship through memes and gifs in our group 
chats, but I’m now seeing it in a way that is unparalleled in my ministry. 
	 Two weeks ago, when everyone left our house around 9:50 p.m. after a Bible study that 
started at 6 p.m., my wife and I sat on our back patio where the table was covered in soda 
cans and plates filled with pizza crust the kids left. She began to describe what an amazing 
image she saw that night.
	 We lead the Woodbridge Connection Group that meets each Wednesday Night, with 
an average of 16 out of the 20 or so regulars who come. Though we lead, we don’t host. This 
week, the hosts contacted us to let us know that some things had come up, and they couldn’t 
host the group. They messaged us at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, but we were immersed in a project 
that evening and missed the text. We had found a larger patio set on Facebook Marketplace 
that day and were restaining it. We got the text at 11 p.m. The Bible study must go on, so 

Connection & Challenges	 By Jake McCandless, Missionary • Epic Life, Pea Ridge
we went into action to host!
	 I had scheduled a 15-minute Zoom call for 6 that evening, right when our Connection Group 
started. So, I knew I’d miss the initial fellowship and start of the meal, but I’d still be able to lead 
the Bible study. Since we didn’t have much notice, we just ordered pizza and set it up for delivery. 
Being on the call, I missed the start, but Amanda retold the image she thought was so awesome.
	 She was out on the patio removing painter’s tape from the new table, but our back win-
dows provide a clear view of the front door. First, a couple who hadn’t been in months came 
walking out on the patio, and our girls ran to the trampoline with their child. Even though 
they had been away for a while, they still felt comfortable enough just to walk in. Amanda 
said, one by one, everyone trickled in, everyone comfortable enough to just walk in. Someone 
even met the Domino’s guy in the driveway and carried all the pizza inside. Amanda said 
it looked as if we were truly doing life together — from the comfort to walk on in, to their 
willingness to share in our Discovery Bible Study and even to Patrick rummaging through 
our fridge searching for the Siracha I had already finished off.
	 That’s the connection, but there are challenges.
	 We were poised to start two new groups in April, but as we began to move forward, those 
households immediately got slammed with difficulties. Undoubtedly, it was spiritual warfare 
and resistance to what was happening.
	 We pray for pastors and missionaries, knowing their mission endeavors will be attacked, 
and it is the same for the coach who sets out to be a missionary in their neighborhood and 
launch a connection group. Thank you for praying for all of us.
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	 Joselyn and Moises Rico are a young couple from Aguascalientes, Mexico. They got 
married this year and decided to emigrate to Arkansas. They were looking for a place to go 
to church and, in our congregation, found a community and family in the faith where they 
could worship and be edified. They feel joyful among us.
	 Ebenezer Baptist Mission is an ethnic work and has different needs. As a missionary, I 
must think not only about bringing them the gospel but also about helping them adapt to 
a new country. Part of Ebenezer’s success is to have stable believers. Our focus is to reach 
families, but if we want to progress, those families must put down roots. Many Hispanic 
works are like a roller coaster with people arriving and leaving for their home countries.
	 Years ago, I learned from a missionary to take the gospel holistically by not only to sowing 
the Word of God, but also impacting their environment, work, education, health, wealth, 
family and friends. The gospel should affect all areas of life, and as a result, there should be 
a cultural transformation.
	 That is what we are trying to do in the lives of Joselyn and Moises. We are edifying them 
with the Word of God, but we also pray that they will be well established in the city, with jobs 
that allow them to live and sustain the work of God. Joselyn is a musician. Moises is a carpenter 
and works in construction. I am concerned that he has not had a stable and constant job.
	 They have been a great blessing in the short time they have been with us. They have been 
faithful in attendance, giving and exercising their gifts. I have training plans for them in 
areas of leadership.
	 Please pray that God will open doors of work for them and provide a place to live. Above 
all things, may God’s name be glorified in their lives.
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	 Seven years ago, Sayra was making the trip to deliver the children to their homes at the 
end of the first day of our Vacation Bible School and she took one of the children to Marlon 
and his family’s house. Seeing the other children, Sayra asked them what they were doing 
that week during the day. The children told her they wanted to play, so she invited them 
to participate in our Vacation Bible School. That same night, she spoke with their mother, 
who gladly accepted the invitation for her children.
	 Marlon was 10 years old, and he enjoyed the week of word study, crafts, games and food. 
When Sayra shared the gospel with him, he decided to ask for forgiveness for his sins and 
receive Christ as his Lord and Savior. At the closing meeting, we invited him and his family 
to continue coming to church and attending Sunday School.
	 He was quickly incorporated into Sunday School, was baptized at age 11 and joined 
a discipleship group on Wednesday nights. The group was comprised of pre-adolescents, 
some of whom had received Christ during VBS.
	 Observing his desire for growth and his commitment to God at an early age, he was 
offered the opportunity to join the church’s worship group playing drums. He agreed, took 
classes and began playing with the group.
	 As time went by, some boys in the worship group began their university careers and it was 
necessary to replace them. On his own initiative, Marlon began to practice acoustic guitar, so 
the group always had a guitarist. At the same time, he taught Oliver to play the drums.
	 During his years as a high school student, he always participated in extracurricular ac-
tivities, including playing soccer and running track.
	 In his senior year, he approached me to share that God had been revealing His call to 
prepare himself to serve Him in His work. As a result, we met and prayed, asking God for 
wisdom so Marlon would make the right decision. I also presented him with some options 
to serve the Lord and to prepare.
	 He has been serving in the church since he was baptized, and has participated in every 
retreat, conference and training. He also helps officiate the Lord’s Table and studies at the 
Bible Institute of the Hispanic Churches of our Association in Arkansas. In short, he is 
someone who is determined to serve the Lord.
	 After months of prayer and searching for God’s will, Marlon applied to study at the 
BMA Theological Seminary. One of his teachers realized his decision to prepare to serve 
the Lord and she was very enthusiastic and encouraging. She asked him to share his call-
ing with the middle school student athletes, and one afternoon in May, Marlon shared his 
faith and calling to 36 middle school athletes.
	 On Sunday, May 26, Marlon shared with us that he had been accepted by BMA Theo-
logical Seminary. The church burst into applause of joy and expressions of love and admi-
ration for our beloved Marlon Herrera, a young man who is living his calling with faith, 
enthusiasm, commitment and joy. We thank God for his life!

Called to Serve the Lord
By Juan Posadas, Missionary • Misión Creciendo en Cristo, NLR

A Great Blessing in a Short Time
By Ruben J Isturiz, Missionary • Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock




