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• Plan to attend SMWR 2024 on Sept. 14, 2024. Register at 
• Check out the Student Ministry Matters podcast at studentministrymatters.podbean.com or through most major podcasting platforms.
• Join the Student Ministry Matters Community on Facebook at Facebook.com/groups/StudentMinistryMattersCommunity.
— Student Ministry Matters is the Baptist Missionary Association of Arkansas Youth Department. Its goal is to offer connections, continuing educa-
tion and coaching for volunteer, part-time and full-time student ministry workers. More information can be found at StudentMinistryMatters.com.

	 Have you registered for the 2024 Student Ministry 
Workers Retreat?
	 On Sept. 14,  we will meet at Central Baptist College 
for the 7th Annual Student Ministry Workers Retreat. This 
event is about learning more about student ministry and 
connecting with others who share your passion. There will 
be goody bags, snacks, giveaways, worship, breakout groups, 
and more.
	 Regular Registration, which covers lunch and a day of 
training, is $30 through Sept. 1. College/University/Semi-
nary Student Registration is $25 through Sept. 14. This is 
for high school, college or seminary students. CBC Students 
& Staff registration is $20 through Sept. 14. This is special 
pricing for students and staff members of Central Baptist 
College. The first 100 attendees receive a goody bag and all 
regular registrations will receive a t-shirt. Late registration 
after Sept. 1 is $40, and a t-shirt is not guaranteed after Aug. 

2024 Student Ministry Workers Retreat	 By Dan Carson, Director • Student Ministry Matters
27 registration. “At the Door” registration is $50. Register 
or donate at tiny.cc/SMWR2024.
	 Our theme for 2024 is Discipleship, and the featured 
speaker is Dr. Jimmie Decker. Dr. Decker recently graduated 
from Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, where he 
earned his PhD in New Testament. He is the youth pastor 
at Bethlehem Baptist Church of Greenbrier and has been 
in ministry for 17 years. He has been married to Rebecca 
for 21 years and has two children. Jimmie has a great track 
record of discipleship with his students, and we look forward 
to hearing from him.
	 Drew Tiner will be leading worship in our main sessions. 
Drew is a Bible Major at Central Baptist College with a 
minor in Worship Arts. He will be graduating in December 
2024. He currently serves as the youth & worship pastor at 
Perryville First Baptist Church.
	 Director of Audience Engagement at Lifeword Yalanda 

Merrell will be one of our breakout leaders this year. She 
will be sharing about utilizing digital means for discipleship.
	 Heidi Sorrells of Healthy Church Solutions will lead 
a breakout group at about one of the important pieces of 
discipleship — prayer. In addition to her work with Healthy 
Church Solutions, she serves as the student ministry direc-
tor at South City Church in Little Rock.
	 Dr. Jonathan Cofer (Dr. Cofe) will be with us again to 
share some practical methods in family discipleship. Jona-
than is the high school pastor at Antioch Baptist Church 
in Conway and earned his Doctor of Education Ministry 
from Southwestern.
	 Other breakout leaders include Wade Allen of Temple 
Baptist Church in Rogers and Dr. Philip Attebery of the 
Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary. They 
will provide insight and resources to help you as you seek 
to disciple your students and churches.
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73 years (1951-2024) of sharing the gospel across ARkansas and beyond. 
Our heARtbeat is to see lives changed for the glory of God as we

spread the gospel by planting new churches in AReas where
people need to be connected to Jesus through a community of faith.

	 Seeing God’s transforming grace in the lives of those He sovereignly calls for salvation 
is glorious. Today, I am going to write about Franklin García. I have known him since 2010, 
when his spouse began attending our church in our country of Venezuela. His spouse was 
a woman who was very committed to our church, and we were able to baptize her in 2013. 
Frank never accepted our invitations to come to church during all this time.
	 We met him because his spouse invited us to her house. He was very reactive and did not 
want to know anything about Christianity. When we asked him to attend a special meeting, 
wedding, Christmas or anniversary, he always said no, so his spouse and daughter attended 
church alone. He would leave them at the door and pick them up at the end of the meeting. 
He didn’t have a good concept of the church or Christians. I could only talk to him when 
we went to his house after his spouse created the opportunity for us to go.
	 Frank’s mother became seriously ill, and by the grace of God, we were able to accompany 
them in those difficult times. Going and visiting his mother in the hospital was what the Lord 
used to begin to change his concept about Christians, but despite this, he did not go to church.
	 He went to live in Santiago de Chile. He is a professional car painter, and things were 
not easy when he arrived in Chile. On one occasion, when he had no work, he was desper-
ate and walked through the streets aimlessly. He saw a notice that the Lord used to speak 
to his life about his great need — he needed Christ. He put his life and trust in Jesus, and 
there was a Baptist church near where he lived. He gave his life to Christ and was baptized.
	 I prayed for men I could disciple and train to serve alongside me in our church. One day, 
while discussing what God had brought us to do in Northwest Arkansas, his spouse and 
daughter fell in love with the vision and decided to help us in our plant. Since September 
2023, he has joined us. He helps us in the sound, maintenance and as a service director every 
Sunday. Every week, we meet to train him in leadership.
	 I thank God for Frank’s life and the great transformation God has made in him of not want-
ing to know anything about Christ or His church. Now, he is a man committed to the work of 
the Lord. These are the radical changes that only the power of Christ can bring about in lives.

Frank García
By Roberto Marcelletti • Misión Gracia Soberna, NW Ark.

	 I was recently given an opportunity to speak to the sixth-grade class at a local middle school. 
The Lord laid it on my heart that I should share the story of David and Goliath with them. 
Knowing it can be difficult to keep the attention of 12-year-olds, I planned a special treat for 
them. I went to Hobby Lobby to purchase animal hide and river stones for a visual aid. I pur-
chased smooth stones that were engraved with words of faith and a cross. I am not a leather 
expert, but I was able to make a slingshot in hopes that it would help retain their attention.  
	 As I shared the message, we discussed how God does not look at our outward appear-
ances but instead focuses on our hearts. David had a heart for the Lord and giant-sized faith, 
which allowed God to use him, a young shepherd boy, to defeat the giant Goliath. The class 
soon realized that if they placed their trust in the Lord, He would help them overcome any 
obstacles or fears in their lives.
	 I offered to stay after I presented the message and talk with anyone who might be inter-
ested. Three young men met with me. Two of them wanted to discuss some anxieties they had, 
and the third said he wanted to receive Christ as his Savior! I gave the boys some of the river 
stones to help serve as keepsakes for the special day. It was a day I will always remember!

Stones to Remember
By Bryan Clay • Faith Journey Mission, Benton
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	 This is an exciting month for us! Our first public service will be on Sept. 1. We 
are excited because on the first Sunday of each month, one of our sister churches 
will be coming to lead in music, and the other three weeks, we will be focusing hard 
on discipleship.
	 We will be meeting in the facilities of North Jacksonville Missionary Baptist 
Church. They were an answer to our prayers. I continued driving by this church 
and thought, “They are in the perfect location to reach people from Jacksonville 
and Cabot.” I prayed and asked some others to pray about us using their facility. 
Then I tracked down their leadership, met with them and asked them if they would 
be willing to allow us to meet in their building on Sunday afternoons. They were 
incredibly gracious, and I look forward to working with them. This was definitely 
a God thing because we did no not have any BMA churches in the area we are 
targeting. I pray for their church to be blessed for their spirit.
	 We are continually meeting new people, and we know we will be doing this for 
the long haul. We are so excited to see how God works in the future.

73 years (1951-2024) of sharing the gospel across ARkansas and beyond. 
Our heARtbeat is to see lives changed for the glory of God as we

spread the gospel by planting new churches in AReas where
people need to be connected to Jesus through a community of faith.

	 It has been amazing watching the Lord build His church here 
in Flippin! He has sent us many laborers for the harvest, each 
with different gifts and talents. One of the latest couples to join 
us is Dayle and Lavinia Robison, though they have been “faithful 
visitors” for a few years now.
	 Dayle is a retired ABA pastor, and his latest church was a house 
church in Mountain Home. They did not have services on Sunday 
nights, so they found us and began coming to our Sunday Night 
Bible Study, and just kept coming, and are now cherished members.
	 Dayle began teaching the Bible around 1975, and at the age of 
43, surrendered to the ministry. He has pastored in Gary, Tenn., 
Rogersville, Tenn. and in Mountain Home. He says his great love 
is still teaching, especially eschatology and the history of Israel. 
Lavinia has served by his side the whole way, teaching children 
and youth classes. They have been married for 61 years and have 
2 children. Their son is also a pastor in Conroe, Texas.
	 The wealth of knowledge and experience they bring to our mis-
sion is priceless. God knew they could help us and sent them, and 
we love them so much. He recently celebrated his 80th birthday, 
but you would never know it. They both want to continue to serve 
in whatever way they can. Dayle will be bringing the message on 
Sunday morning next week. I do hope you all get to meet them. 
They are truly wonderful people and servants of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.

Laborers to the Harvest	 By Johnny Shew • Faith Chapel, Flippin

Ready to Get Started	 By Michael Hight, Missionary • Iglesia Bautista El Faro
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	 Here at CBC, our greatest desire is to see our students grow in their faith and as individu-
als. This week, we spotlight Student Activities Coordinator Blake Pittman and discuss his 
time in the CBC Family. Blake began at CBC in August of 2014 as a traditional student. 
In the 10 years since, he has graduated with a degree in Biology, worked as an admissions 
counselor, served as our student activities coordinator and begun pursuing a degree in our 
PACE program. We are very proud of Blake and his work to serve CBC over the past de-
cade, and we are excited to take this opportunity to tell a little bit of his story.
	 Blake first heard about CBC when he attended the SOAR conference in 2013, and it was 
through a campus visit that he fell in love with the college. “Once I took a tour at CBC,” 
Blake said, “I felt like I was at home. The faculty and staff made me feel welcome from my 
first moments on campus, which really impacted me.” Even though he felt a strong connec-
tion with CBC, Blake did not think attending here would be possible and planned to attend 
college in Jonesboro. Before long, the path to CBC became straight, and he gives God the 
glory for making this possible. “God intervened,” he said, “and opened the doors wide for 
me to attend.”
	 During his time at CBC, Blake found some of his best friendships. “I made genuine life-
long friends that I know are always there for me and willing to lift me up when needed,” he 
said. While his friendships at CBC have made a strong, lasting impact, the college’s efforts 
also helped develop him personally. “The Student Services Staff made such a huge impact 
on me,” he said, “Through SOS (Student Orientation Staff ) and other activities, I grew and 
was able to thrive here at CBC. That’s why I feel so blessed to have the opportunity to invest 
in students when they attend here now.”
	 When Blake attended as a freshman, he was CBC’s first Leadership Scholar. The Leader-
ship Scholars Program offers a full-tuition scholarship to a selection of first-time entering 
freshmen, and in return, these students represent the school in various roles on campus. “As 
a Leadership Scholar,” Blake said, “I learned some key communication skills that helped me 

as I stepped into a full-time job with the Admissions Team at CBC.”
	 He also pointed out the role academics played in his personal development. “I was chal-
lenged while earning my Bachelor of Science in Biology. Balancing classes like Organic 
Chemistry, Cell Biology and Neuroscience was not easy,” he said. “Time management be-
came necessary for me to incorporate, and this is something I still work to incorporate into 
my work life today.”
	 Most importantly, Blake pointed out how his faith has grown over the past 10 years at 
CBC. “God has used people at CBC and Antioch Baptist Church in Conway to help grow 
my faith exponentially,” he said. “I have really gotten to see examples of what true disciple-
ship looks like and people who live unapologetically for Christ.”
	 Blake had planned to become a physical therapist, but during his senior year, he felt God 
calling him to take his life in a different direction. “When I switched from an admissions 
officer to student activities coordinator, one thing that I wanted to make a priority was in-
vesting spiritually in the lives of our students,” he said. “I decided to start back through the 
PACE program to pursue a degree in Leadership & Ministry. I felt this would better prepare 
me to serve our students, and I have learned so much and have become better equipped since 
joining the PACE program.”
	 Blake offered some advice to anyone interested in making CBC their college home. 
“Schedule a tour and see what we have to offer,” he said. “My tour at CBC, without a doubt, 
changed the course of my life. I met my wife at CBC and ended up working here after 
graduation, but most importantly, my faith grew so much during my time here.” Blake also 
encouraged students to seek God’s guidance in their college decision saying, “Let prayer and 
time be your guide in your decision.”
	 Over the past decade, Blake has done some great work for CBC. We are very proud of 
him and his heart for the college and her students, and we look forward to seeing what God 
has in store for the future in Blake’s life and ministry at Central Baptist College.

CBC is committed to transforming lives by providing an education that integrates Christian 
faith and academic excellence in a Christ-centered environment.

The Story of How CBC Transformed Blake Pittman’s Life
By Mason Crymes




