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BREAKING TRADITIONS IN BRASOV

By Holly Meriweather
Content Coordinator
bmaglobal.org

ara Filimon lives in Brasov near Romania’s beautiful Carpathian mountains. And

since 2021, she has served as a BMA missionary along with her sister Vanessa

Martinez, brother-in-law Cristian, and their family. Part of their ministry

includes working at a coffee shop, which allows them to build relationships and
share their faith. The managers have changed in the three years they have served there, but the
coffee shop is where they started their first Bible studies on Wednesday nights.

Now they have established a house church called “Return” based on Zephaniah 1:9, and
the Wednesday night studies have become their Sunday services. Although they no longer
meet in the coffee shop where it all started, they still work there as baristas and have made
many connections with people. Return Church now includes families, singles, and young
people. They rotate homes and locations for their Bible studies so everyone can learn to host
and serve in some way. Cristian teaches in English but two other leaders teach as well, one in
Romanian and one in English.

They are also involved in street evangelism where they set up tables during busy times
and ask questions of people passing by. Sometimes people ignore them or are not interested,
but often they are curious about who Jesus is. It has brought people to Return church,
especially more young people and families with children, which is who they are trying to
reach.

Sara has a burden for the lost in Romania where Orthodox churches have the most
attendees, are very traditional, and have remained legalistic. But there is a large generational
gap: The older generation are Orthodox Christians and insist on tradition. Sometimes their
priests even warn people, “Don’t go to that Baptist church. They are some kind of cult”

The younger generation is tired of all the traditions and Orthodox requirements. They
are looking for more and searching to find out what Truth really is. Young people don’t want
to attend traditional churches, so they often find their own beliefs like reincarnation and other
false teachings. Universally, people attend church just to do something that might please God,
but explaining that He only wants their faith in Him and a sacrificial heart is a hard concept to
grasp.

Sara is very intentional about starting conversations, building relationships, and
discipling others. But in her experience, people are willing to attend Bible studies and learn
about who Jesus is but only for a short season. They just can’t make the final step to salvation.
For example, Sara has a friend who left Ukraine during the war and began working with Sara
in the coffee shop. The two became very close and spent a lot of time together, and her friend
had agreed to attend Bible study as well.

During this time, Sara had always shared the gospel whenever and wherever they were,
but during a trip that included her friend’s sister, Sara’s friend suddenly told her firmly,
“Please stop it! I don’t want anything to do with that. I don’t believe in God.” So Sara promised
to stop bringing it up. But the sister was listening and said she had questions. During the
entire journey Sara prayed for the two sisters, neither of whom have yet allowed God to
transform their lives.

Sara’s friend has returned to Ukraine, but Sara continues to pray for the sisters and stay in
touch with them.

Please join us in praying for these sisters, as well as Sara and the Martinez family as they
minister to those in need of Christ in Brasov, Romania.
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RAISED MORMON THEN FOUND THE TRUE GOSPEL

By Payton Bullock
Morgan Grace Church, Morgan, Utah
bmaglobal.org

rowing up Mormon, I only knew the culture that surrounded me, so I was taught
a different gospel. I knew about and believed in God, knew right from wrong, and
went to church occasionally. Even though I didn’t attend church every Sunday, I
was still conditioned in the Mormon faith.

I grew up in Morgan, Utah, and at that time, the Mormon or Jack-Mormon population was
about ninety to ninety-five percent. Jack-Mormon members did not live the Word of Wisdom and
did not meet the requirements to go to the temple, but they were still Mormon. I believed that to
get to the Celestial Kingdom, the highest kingdom in Mormon culture, I would need to be an active
Mormon member and follow sacred covenants.

The LDS (Latter Day Saints) church told me not to question the church or research other
churches because the Mormon church is the only true church. Understand, I was surrounded by
Mormon culture with all family members being Mormon. My friends were all Mormon, school
consisted of Mormon members, and everything was related to and centered on the Mormon
church.

Questioning the Mormon Church

Fast forward to the first steps of leaving the LDS church, about two years ago I started paying
attention to the Word discussed in several of the podcasts that I was following. The podcasts were
gospel oriented and
provided by Trey
Johnson Ministries
and Lone Star
Cowboy Church.

As I listened to

these Christian/
motivational podcasts
I started paying more
attention to how they
spoke of God and of
Jesus.

There were
several differences
in how Jesus was
discussed and my
heart and mind began
to have questions. During this time my family was living in St. George, Utah, and my wife Chelsey
was away at a women’s business retreat in Phoenix, Arizona, for three days. When I picked up
Chelsey from the retreat, I vividly remember her saying that we needed to talk. This was not about
business but about faith.

As we drove six hours back to Saint George, Utah, we discussed her thoughts on prayer,
other religions, and her mind opening to God and questions surrounding the Mormon church.

I remember her telling me about another woman who was currently leaving the LDS church and
attending a Christian church. Chelsey also shared how other people prayed and how special it

was. As Chelsey was telling me all these things, I had already begun questioning the LDS faith, but
didn’t know how to bring it up or what to do. During our conversation I told her that I had been
questioning the LDS faith. Up to this point, we were still attending the Mormon church weekly and
had baptized our oldest son just two months before.

Finding an Online Christian Church

Before we moved from St. George, I found Lone Star Cowboy Church and was drawn to it for
several reasons: 1) They always spoke of Jesus. 2) The Pastor (Randy Weaver) was a cowboy and
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relatable. 3) He spoke so much knowledge from the Bible and kindness through the Word.

As a family we continued to listen to the livestream church every Sunday until we moved to
Morgan, Utah, in October of 2022. Once we got to Morgan, we visited the LDS church twice, but
we were still drawn to the Cowboy Church. We continued to listen to this church until September
2023, and we still love listening to Lone Star Cowboy Church throughout the week.

Finding our Local Church

During one of the online services, Pastor Randy Weaver mentioned that he appreciates online
viewers but encouraged listeners to find a local church. In September 2023, I found a local Baptist
church in Morgan: Morgan Grace Church. I was nervous because of my past teaching that I would
get struck down by lightning, my family would fall apart, and Satan was controlling me. I know this
sounds crazy, but I was conditioned my whole life to believe that the Mormon church was true and
if I left, I would then be sent to “outer darkness”

Once I got the courage to attend Morgan Grace, for my first attempt I went by myself, but I
wasn't sure where I was going and became very nervous and ended up turning my truck around
and going back home. The next week I built up my courage, found the building, and went inside.

I remember as I drove over to Morgan Grace the feelings of anxiousness came back and
I thought I would be struck down to hell. Even though I had been listening to an online non-
Mormon church, this was different since this was me physically stepping into another building
through another door and I would be considered an apostate in the Mormon faith. My oldest boy,
Cash, attended with me, but Chelsey did not feel comfortable, and I did not want to pressure her.
As we approached the doors of the church, one of the pastors, Chase Roberts approached me, and
he began to introduce me to others as they walked in for the service.

I sat near the back of the room which was full of about 80 plus people. We began in Scripture
then had prayer, sang three songs, prayed again, and the message was delivered.

I cannot tell you what was said, but I heard the Word. The message was great, and the
worship drew me back to learn more. The following week, Cash and Cam both attended with me. I
remember the other pastor, Gavin Roberts, greeted me this time and he preached the service. After
the service, the congregation all sat down together and ate dinner. During this time, some members
found out I was LDS and asked me a quite simple question: “Who is Jesus to you?” I was still naive
and responded that he is our Savior. After my response, I knew I had a lot to learn. Being Mormon,
I had always thought of myself as a Christian, but here’s the shocker: Mormons believe in a different
Jesus. I never knew this growing up or even up to this point in my life.

I Give God the Glory, for through Grace we are saved, and He has opened my eyes.

Being Saved

I continued to attend Morgan Grace Church in the fall and winter of 2023. During this time,
Gavin and Chase provided extremely helpful gospel books; I was like a sponge and read one
book per week. I read and studied the Bible and discussed several topics with Gavin and Chase.

I was finally learning who Jesus is! I knew then that Jesus is enough, and through grace we are
saved. Chelsey began to attend with me and the family in October and November of 2023, and I
remember listening to the worship song “Living Hope”

At the age of 34, I finally found Jesus. As the congregation sang this song during the service
I knew that I had found Jesus and am now saved. I tear up every time I hear this song since it is
a mile marker in my life. I know I cannot thank the Roberts families enough and members of
Morgan Grace for the impact they have had on my life. They opened my eyes so much and I am
eternally grateful!

We now reside in Weatherford, Texas, but again cannot thank Morgan Grace Church
enough for the impact they had on my family. They were there during trials, our transition, all the
questioning, etc. I hope to share my message with other past Mormons looking to find Jesus and
continue to share the true Word.
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WOMEN CHANGING WOMEN IN THE MIDDLE EAST

By Rana Costa
Missionary to the Middle East
bmaglobal.org

am a Woman Ministries, or AW, was established in Lebanon in 2006. Its goal is to

empower ladies and give them an opportunity to belong to a like-minded community.

The ministry started in the capital city of Beirut. After sixteen years of ministry within

the city, the IAW team revisited its strategy and began heading out to various areas in
Lebanon to offer courses in collaboration with the local churches.

The vision for the ministry continued to expand, and in October of 2023, IAW launched new
ministries in Egypt and Jordan under the auspices of Grace Baptist Church in Amman, Jordan.
The work of IAW was presented at a small start-up event. The ladies in attendance were introduced
to the idea of holding courses for women of all ages to be trained in diverse skills that they could
use to start an income-generating business, to learn something they like but have never tried, to
become trainers in a certain field, or simply to fill their time and create new friendships within a
secure and supportive community.

Each course at IAW is offered once a week for a span of four to six weeks. The session lasts
about three hours and includes a clear explanation of the subject matter with a chance to practically
apply what each lady has learned. During the session, there is also time for a short break where
ladies can have a cup of coffee or tea while enjoying a casual chat about topics that impact their
lives spiritually, psychologically, and emotionally. At the end of each course, the ladies enjoy a
simple graduation to celebrate their achievements. In addition to the different course offerings,
IAW organizes regular gatherings and seminars throughout the year.

At the request of the trainees, IAW has also started a Bible study held at the Grace Baptist
Church offices. Similar to AW Lebanon, we aspire to become mobile in order to deliver our
message to the world. We offer IAW services to all Jordanian governments in collaboration with
the local churches. To stay up-to-date with our most recent news, be sure to follow our Facebook
and Instagram pages. IAW Jordan is still young, but with collaboration, participation, and prayers,
we can grow together to reach the ladies of Jordan. It’s been a great blessing to our lives to get to
meet these women and have them share. The coffee break is usually a very special time for them.
They come in not really knowing what to expect. We advertise it as being a ministry of the church,
so they know it’s a Christian context, but they don’t necessarily realize they’re coming to meet new
people. They’re not sure how it’s going to go. And very quickly, they’re immersed in whatever skill
they’re learning but also in these new relationships.

To help with that, we always have people from our church who are there to start conversations
among the ladies. Some of the trainers are part of our church. And because of AW Women
Ministries, three women and their spouses have started attending our church. The community in
Jordan that would come to something like this is probably a quarter believers, two-thirds nominal
Christians, and maybe a very small percentage of Muslims. Many nominal Christians have
questions: What is Baptist? Evangelical? What does that mean? What does that look like? And what
they’re asking really are technical questions that we take advantage of and present a clear gospel
that doesn’t offend them because they also believe in Jesus and the Bible, but we make it clear that
it’s not about the name, where you were born, or the church you belong to. It’s a relationship. That
can be tricky, but we make use of any conversation to present this to them.

During coffee break, there is usually a biblical message, a small devotion, a small message of
encouragement. But every two or three coffee breaks, we have a pretty clear gospel message. The
ladies hear it, and we've sown that seed. We follow up on it by visiting, spending time with them,
and by giving them community. Many re-register for other courses and ask us what’s coming up
next. What haven't I taken yet? I want to learn this. I want to learn that. Some do it even if they
don’t care about the skill they’re learning. They just want to be with other ladies and listen to what
we have to present.

It’s interesting to see how they interact, because there’s a lot of young moms with kids at
school. But there are older moms who have not been working and feel their degree is no longer
relevant. So they feel useless. There are several widows and older, retired ladies, widows, and those

who just want to fill their time because they feel alone. But when they come to the first session and
meet the other ladies, they end up in tears, because they realize their stories are the same. My story
is just like hers. She’s been through something I've been through. She’s lost a child. T've lost a child.
She doesn’t have a job. I don’t have a job. I feel like I'm stuck at home. She feels like she’s stuck at
home. And this has brought everybody together. And a lot of their stories are similar to ours as
well.

One of our trainers who is now part of our church was an atheist for a long time. She lost
her husband, who was a believer, and was left with three children ages two, three, and four. She
was very bitter and very angry at her husband and at God. But to honor her husband and the faith
he believed in, she took their children to Sunday school because she wanted them to know their
father’s faith and know what their dad used to believe. She would also stay and attend Sunday
school but mostly just to argue and make sure everyone knew that what the Christians believe is
just not true and that she did not believe the same thing. To make it even more complicated, she
also attended church and I AM A WOMAN ministries, which is through our church.

Finally, she came to know Jesus on her own just by fighting her way through. She said, “I
realized I couldn’t fight anymore, and these Christians are real and not faking the belief they
have in God?” So her anger went away when she gave her life to Christ. Now she’s tried her best
to be involved in the ministry and is now our baking trainer. Anytime she has the chance, she’s
up there telling those ladies what happened to her and sharing her story, which was incredibly
transformational.

She was always so angry when she came to church. You could not look at her face. She was just
bitter and upset at everything. When you look at her now, she’s a changed person. Her testimony
has been amazing with these women. We have a few others who have also come and gone and are
also part of our church, but she’s the most consistent and most available lady in our group. Stories
like that are really encouraging to us. As you can imagine, there are often many tears shed and hugs
given. These women are a blessing.
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LIVES TRANSFORMED THROUGH
LIFEWORD'S GOSPEL BROADCGASTING

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

ifeword exists to help make disciples through the creative proclamation, production,
and promotion of biblically sound media that communicates in the heart language
of every tongue, tribe, and nation. That’s our mission statement! We produce gospel
programming designed for radio, the internet, video, and digital print. With over 250
creative partners worldwide, Lifeword currently shares the gospel in over 160 languages. Lifeword
is able to reach billions of people every day with the gospel message of Jesus Christ.

The Philippines is a country in southeast Asia where Lifeword has had a strong work for many,
many years. In the Philippines, Lifeword has over 50 FM radio stations broadcasting in several of
the 120 languages spoken in the Philippines. Like all of our regional coordinators, Bro. Pete Etabag,
Lifeword’s Asia-Pacific Coordinator, frequently shares stories of how lives are transformed through
Lifeword’s gospel broadcasting.

Recently, Bro. Pete shared with us a
testimony of a man living on the island of *;--

Negros. This man is a husband and a father.
He was a drunk and regularly mistreated
his wife and children. His wife and children -

attended one of our BMA churches in the | |
community. The wife had put her husband’s

name in the prayer bulletin. When her L
husband found out about it, he was furious, ‘._:J

but the church prayed that the Lord would
save him and change his life.

Later, Lifeword helped the church to
install an FM radio station. Along with
installing the station, Lifeword provided
transistor radios for the church to distribute
among community members so they could
listen to the broadcasts. This man’s children
received one of the radios to take home and
listened to it regularly. Soon, the children
noticed that their father was listening to the church’s broadcasts, music, and gospel messages on his
own. One day, the radio’s battery died and the father instructed his children to go to the church to
request a new battery to continue listening.

The children never spoke to their father about it, but they soon noticed a change in him.

He quit drinking and became much warmer toward them and his wife. He soon decided to
start attending church with his family and was saved and baptized. He now serves in the church
faithfully and shares his testimony with other lost souls in the community.

This is just one of hundreds of testimonies like this that we hear from our partners around the
world. The Lord is transforming lives through the work and efforts of Lifeword. We are so thankful
to Him for saving souls and for using us to be a small part in expanding His kingdom.

Would you join us in praying for our work around the world? Pray that more people would
commit to supporting Lifeword financially so that more people can hear the story of Jesus.

Lifeword Sunday is coming up on October 20th! For more information on how you and your
church can get involved, go to www.lifeword.org/lifeword-sunday/.
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