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• Plan to attend SMWR 2025 on Sept. 20, 2025. Visit smwr2025.eventbrite.com to register and watch for the early-bird special!
• Check out the Student Ministry Matters podcast at studentministrymatters.podbean.com or through most major podcasting platforms.
• Join the Student Ministry Matters Community on Facebook at Facebook.com/groups/StudentMinistryMattersCommunity.
— Student Ministry Matters is the Baptist Missionary Association of Arkansas Youth Department. Its goal is to offer connections, continuing education and 
coaching for volunteer, part-time and full-time student ministry workers. More information can be found at StudentMinistryMatters.com.

	 “A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to 
attend the Student Ministry Workers Retreat in 
Conway hosted by Dan Carson. I’m a sophomore 
at the University of Arkansas and am a leader-
ship team member in the Association of Bap-
tist Students. Over the summer, our leadership 
team restructured our approach for this school 
year, focusing on discipleship as our mission as 
a campus ministry. So naturally, I was excited for 
this year’s retreat because the theme was discipleship.
	 “The retreat started with a great time of worship and was followed 
by a time of speaking. The main speaker was Dr. Jimmie Decker, and it 
was a privilege to hear how he began to try to disciple people and his 
suggestions on how to go about discipleship. He’s very knowledgeable 
in the Word and has great biblical insight. He recounted the many 
times he tried to approach people and was turned down or failed. 
That’s a difficult reality we, unfortunately, have to face. However, we 
can trust God is still working, even in those circumstances that feel 
like nothing was accomplished.
	 “A breakout session followed this first session. I attended Dr. 
Phillip Attebery’s session that focused on discipleship for the next 
generation, where we discussed the importance of being a disciple-
maker that shares the gospel with the coming generation in a way 
that allows them to make decisions about their walk with Christ 
so they won’t become dependent on someone (their discipler) that 
will one day not be here to guide them. Essentially, we can’t make a 
decision of faith for someone else. We also discussed the five phases 
of discipleship, which I found to be an important method to organize 
the steps of discipleship.
	 “Next on the agenda was the second breakout session, and I attended 
Wade Allen’s. He spoke to us about creating his discipleship pathway 
series and what each of the five books focuses on. It was heartwarming 
to see the passion behind making the discipleship process that much 
easier because it can often be difficult to approach, and the series is 
a useful tool to consider using because of its intentional design that 
guides you every step of the way.
	 “Unfortunately, I had to leave the retreat early and missed the 
last session with Dr. Jimmie Decker. I believe it was recorded, 
though, and I look forward to finding the time to listen to what 
he had to say to conclude the retreat.
	 “Overall, the Student Ministry Workers Retreat was a wonderful 
experience for me. I highly recommend attending, even if you aren’t 
a youth pastor because there’s something everyone can learn. I antici-
pate sharing all I learned with my leadership team on campus as we 
continue to make it our mission to lead people to Christ and walk in 
obedience to Him.”

Kaitlyn Dahler, Leadership Team • ABS at Univ of Ark.

Testimonies from Student Ministry Workers Retreat 2024 Attendees
	 “The Student Ministry Matters Retreat 
2024 was amazing, as usual. Dan always does a 
fantastic job of picking a topic to minister to our 
workers and finding the right speaker to make it 
meaningful and practical. Our topic for this year 
was discipleship from the Great Commission in 
Matt. 28:19. The main takeaways for my wife and 
I were centered around our focus on discipling 
our family and having a plan when discipling.
	 “This topic helped us remember that, although we are leaders 
in our church, our first responsibility is to our family. Whatever I 
am engaged in with my boys, I need to have discipleship in mind. 
We have busy lives and need to “instruct them in the ways of the 
Lord” at every opportunity possible.
	 “The main speaker and all the breakout leaders did an excel-
lent job of explaining what discipleship is and practical ways to 
“make” disciples. Wade Allen helped us see that a plan shouldn’t be 
complicated. Dr. Decker went into detailed steps on discipleship, 
including biblical ways of choosing who to spend our time disci-
pling. Dr. Attebery reminded us that there is no special formula 
to follow to guarantee results every time. 
	 “We look forward to implementing the tools we learned into 
our family and church lives and seeing what God does.”

Mike Hoke, Youth Pastor • Grace, Russellville

	 “The Student Ministry Matters Conference 
this year was such a joy to attend! Dan Carson 
does a tremendous job of organizing this event 
and making sure it’s a time of worship, encour-
agement, resourcing and challenge for student 
ministry workers and spouses. Dr. Jimmie Decker 
brought a good word about what it looks like 
to disciple students well, and there we multiple 
breakout choices to attend on going deeper in 
discipleship. As the Pastor Advocate for Healthy Church Solutions, it 
was an honor to witness leaders being equipped toward greater health 
themselves in order to lead in family and student ministry.”
Heidi Sorrells, Pastor Advocate • Healthy Church Solutions

	 “The Student Ministry Matters Retreat 
(SWMR) 2024 was another home run for 
student pastors and their volunteers! This 
event gets better each year. The teaching of 
God’s Word takes center stage in every main 
session, and the breakouts are engaging “think 
tanks” led by high-quality teachers and leaders 
in the BMA. There are few events I attend an-
nually and even fewer that I recommend, but 
SMWR makes both of those lists. Each year, I’m challenged by 
expositional preaching. When choosing the keynote speaker, Dan 
Carson and his team are thoughtful and incredibly intentional. 
I’m incredibly thankful for this prayerful consideration each year. 
I also always come away better equipped from the clear, practical 
teaching through the main sessions and the breakouts. This year 
was no exception. I enjoyed hearing from our new BMA Semi-
nary President, Dr. Philip Attebery. Weeks after the event, I’m still 
thinking and looking to apply what I learned during his session.
	 Lastly, I always come away from the SWMR encouraged to keep 
going in my ministry. The daily grind can be difficult at times. I’m 
easily discouraged more often than I’d like to admit, yet new wind 
comes in my sails by the grace of God when I get in a room filled 
with like-minded, faithful brothers and sisters who are following 
Jesus in His call on their lives. We laugh together, pray together 
and worship our Savior together. We walk away encouraged to 
keep going because Student Ministry Matters.

Chris Vines, Youth Pastor • Garrett Memorial, Hope
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73 years (1951-2024) of sharing the gospel across ARkansas and beyond. 
Our heARtbeat is to see lives changed for the glory of God as we

spread the gospel by planting new churches in AReas where
people need to be connected to Jesus through a community of faith.

God’s Grace in Difficulties
By Juan Carlos Posadas, Missionary • Misión Creciendo en Cristo, North Little Rock

	 At Ebenezer, we seek to connect with and bless our community. God has opened doors 
for us in two opportunities — the Pregnant Women’s Center and the Baseball Chaplaincy. 
In this article, I will describe what we do in baseball.
	 All these years, we have supported the Hispanic boys who come to play for the AA team 
in North Little Rock. We help them spiritually, have fellowship in our homes and have gone 
to the lake with them. We could not do this work without Ebenezer’s support.
	 This year has been an excellent season. For the first time, we had a Hispanic manager and 
coach. I tried to connect with one of the coaches, but he put up a wall. However, I believe in 
a God who breaks down walls and all obstacles to presenting the gospel. One night, while I 
was in Northwest Arkansas, the clubby of the team wrote to tell me that the Hispanic coach 
had had an injury. He was very depressed and asked me to visit him.
	 Arriving in the city, I visited him. The barrier between him and me was gone — God had 
opened the doors. He had a double knee surgery, and throughout his recovery, I visited him 
every day for two hours. We prayed, read the Bible, counseled and were able to start Bible 
lessons. He told me, “Ruben, who would believe that all this time I was running away from 
Bible studies in chaplaincy and God used my injury to connect with Jesus Christ?”
	 The baseball chaplaincy ministry does not allow me to share his name or photo for pri-
vacy reasons. Before writing this article, I asked the coach for permission to talk about what 
God is doing with him. Today, he is doing well and growing in things pertaining to God. The 
most important lesson for me is that God breaks down obstacles. He works silently. We just 
need to pray, pray, pray and pray. To God be the glory!

	 At the beginning of July, a couple who visited the church informed me of a family mem-
ber who was in the hospital due to a car accident. They asked me to pray for him. That same 
week, I went to visit Jefferson, a 26-year-old young man who had undergone surgery for the 
second time. Among other areas affected, his legs were paralyzed due to the damage caused 
during the impact.
	 During the first and second visits, the room was filled with his closest relatives, including 
the couple who had visited the church. They very kindly allowed me to read the Word and 
pray for them. Everyone was grateful, especially Jefferson, who was very sensitive. What he 
was going through was no small thing.
	 On the third visit to the hospital, on Monday, July 22, I found Jefferson and his girlfriend, 
Janeth, alone in the room, and I thought this was the opportunity to present the gospel to 
them. With tears and broken words, both of them repented of their sins, asked God for 
forgiveness and received Christ as their Lord and Savior.
	 Mrs. Ana had traveled from Guatemala when she realized that her son had had a serious 
accident. She is a believer and has been praying for her son’s conversion. It was a cause of 
great joy to know that her son had made his profession of faith. Ana said her entire family 
in Guatemala was praying for her son.
	 The accident made Jefferson pause his life, reflect on the direction he was taking, reconsider 
his path and trust in God. His sensitivity to the Word of God has increased considerably 
through this great difficulty in his life. Now, he rejoices and finds strength in reading the 
Word. He has been reborn, and the Spirit of God is regenerating him. He cannot walk, but 
he is already moving his left leg. It looks like God has also begun to do the work in his lower 
extremities, recovering movement. God has shown him His grace amid this great difficulty.
	 On Thursday, Sept. 26, at night, we began discipleship meetings with Jefferson and Janeth. 
He asked me, “If God wanted to call me, why did He do it with this great test?” Together, we 
read Eph. 2:8-10 and concluded that God has prepared in advance the works to which he will 
dedicate himself and that, in due time, God will reveal to him why it was necessary to allow 
him to go through what he is now going through, but that we must not doubt that God, in 
His immense wisdom, is in control of his life. We must also be clear that some things that 
happen to us are products of our actions, and God, in His grace, uses them for our benefit.
	 Let us pray for Jefferson’s recovery and establishment in God’s Word.

God Breaks Down Walls
By Ruben Isturiz, Missionary • Misión Ebenezer, West Little Rock
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	 In the last year, we have been praying that the Lord would give us more divine ap-
pointments to reach the younger generation in our area. Last year, we were blessed with 
the opportunity to help stock a local food pantry at the Saline County Career Technical 
Center, which has programs for all Saline County school districts and some others in the 
surrounding area. We also became involved with a local middle school to hold a couple of 
devotional sessions during the school year. The national “See You at the Pole” event that 
takes place every year around the flagpoles on the school campus was held last week, and 
we were able to be there and witness students, teachers, faculty, administrators and parents 
joining together to pray for one another, our schools and our country. We began seeing 
doors being opened and looked forward to the harvest.
	 This year, Faith Journey was asked to help head up their monthly devotional meetings 
with their students in middle school. We now have the opportunity to be in the school 
every month to minister to these youth and see God begin to move in their lives and the 
lives of their teachers and families. 
	 In our first meeting of this school year, I gave my testimony to this group of students. 
These students have not heard my “God’s Grace and Two Pieces of Bubble Gum.” We 
started the meeting off with pizza, since it was their lunchtime. You know what they say 
about kids — feed them, and they will come. That is just what we did, and they showed up 
in a huge way! We had around 50 students who were excited to be there during their school 
day and the room was filled to the brim.
	 While preparing for this devotional time, one of the teacher sponsors let me know that 
at least 7 of the students who had signed up for the meeting did not own their own Bible, 
so Faith Journey was able to provide a Bible to those students on the day of the meeting. It 
was a great day of fellowship and a short Bible lesson. I was able to minister to these kids 
on their level and in a familiar setting, and they were so receptive to the Word.
	 I always allow the students to speak privately with me in case they have more questions 
or prayer requests that they may not feel comfortable sharing with their peers. I met with 
one young man seeking the Lord, and we began a conversation that I hope will grow into 
him receiving Christ. Seeds have been sown, and the harvest is coming!
	 I asked these students to give these monthly meetings a name so other students might 
become interested and want to join in, and they decided to call themselves “Mountain 
Movers.” It is such a fitting name for young people facing huge mountain-sized obstacles 
that only God can move for them in the coming years as they grow into adulthood. 
	 Our upcoming Mountain Movers meeting should be another exciting and packed time. 
We are going to cover Matthew 17 about what it means to have enough faith to be able 
to move mountains. Faith Journey purchased colorful silicone bracelets with Scripture on 
them for the students who are a part of this group. It is a simple reminder they can see every 
day to remind them that they are so important to God, and it is also a great way to start a 
conversation with a friend about Jesus and that they can be overcomers through their faith 
in the Lord.

Mountain Movers
By Bryan Clay, Missionary • Faith Journey, Benton
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	 In 2023, CBC announced a new scholarship called the BMA Promise. Available to any 
student who has been a member at a BMA church for at least a year, the BMA Promise 
offers tuition-free education to its recipients by filling the gap between tuition and any 
federal or state aid.
	 Since its creation, CBC has seen many great students come to campus and take advan-
tage of the scholarship. For some students, this scholarship is what made their journey to 
CBC possible. Junior Candyce Slayton is one such student.
	 Candyce, a Conway resident since she was three years old, grew up very familiar with 
CBC. “My mom, dad and Mamaw all attended CBC. My papa (Dr. Joel Slayton) has 
taught at CBC for 48 years and currently teaches Bible classes part-time,” she said. “My 
sister attended CBC and graduated in 2017.”
	 Even though she had heard about CBC her whole life, it was only when participating 
in a Stampede Day during her senior year of high school that Candyce wanted to attend 
CBC. “I really loved everything I saw and everyone I met,” she said.
	 Despite wanting to come to CBC, Candyce was not able to come to campus as a freshman. 
“I was initially accepted to CBC during my senior year of high school and was determined 
to attend,” she said. “I had to accept, however, that there was no way I could afford it. I did 
not qualify for enough scholarships or aid at the time to make it possible for me to attend.”
	 A few years later, the BMA Promise reopened the door to CBC for Candyce. “Three years 
after high school, a week before CBC classes started, I started feeling called to go to CBC,” 
she said. “I had heard about the BMA Promise scholarship, so I started researching it. After 

CBC is committed to transforming lives by providing an education that integrates Christian 
faith and academic excellence in a Christ-centered environment.

BMA Promise Makes a Difference for Candyce Slayton
By Mason Crymes

much prayer and research, I applied to CBC and qualified for the scholarship, which allowed 
me to attend CBC in August of 2023. If it weren’t for the BMA Promise scholarship, I never 
would have been able to attend CBC, and I would not be where I am today.”
	 Since beginning her time at CBC, Candyce has been heavily involved on campus. As a 
communications major, she has received the Outstanding Communications Student Award 
and has greatly enjoyed being a part of the department. “I have also loved being involved 
with Tower Media (CBC’s Student Media Outlet). I have held the positions of reporter, 
opinion section editor, videographer, photographer, social media content creator, yearbook 
caption writer, assistant photo editor and yearbook assistant,” she said. “I love that I am 
able to learn more about media through Tower Media while also putting out content to 
the students and having fun doing it.”
	 After graduating, Candyce hopes to work with media in a ministry-related field. “I would 
also love to be a manager or director of media in the future or possibly own my own busi-
ness,” she said. “However, I do not have anything set in stone and am looking forward to 
the doors the Lord opens for me.”
	 Candyce offers some advice to anyone interested in enrolling at CBC: “If you are looking 
for a Christ-centered environment, CBC is the place for you. The professors, administra-
tors and staff genuinely care about every student they encounter. No matter what happens, 
CBC does incredibly well at keeping Christ at the center.”
	 For more information on the BMA Promise, visit cbc.edu/bmapromise. To speak with 
someone in our Admissions office, contact them at admissions@cbc.edu or (501) 329-6873.


