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MEDICINE AND MISSIONS

By Dr. Ralph Izard
Director of Medical Missions
bmaglobal.org

Editor’s Note: Dr. Izard began his medical mission journey while visiting Honduras to serve with
Missionary Bobby Bowman. There he fell in love with missions and using his gifts to serve the Lord.
When Bro. Bobby returned to the States and began Baptist Medical Missions International (BMMI),
Dr. Izard felt led to be involved. Since its beginning, Dr. Izard served with BMMI while practicing as a
doctor in Benton, Arkansas. In 2005, at the age of seventy, he retired from his practice, sold his family
farm, and moved to Benton to devote his time to BMMI, where he has served as BMMI Director for
20 years. Dr. Izard is known and loved by missionaries all over the world. I recently sat down with him
as he explained his love for BMMI, told incredible stories, and shared unique experiences.

he purpose of BMMI trips is to draw a crowd. The missionary can talk to
the average person on the street, in their house, and in the community.
Everyone is interested in their health, so we listen to conversations.

We go to support the missionary on the field to achieve whatever work
he intends, like establishing a church, doing evangelism, or starting a clinic. When people
come to clinics, they start in the medical area and before they get their medicine, they go
through the evangelism station where someone from the local church shares the gospel
with them. We do this because our purpose is not really medicine, but to introduce them
to the local church and to share with them the plan of salvation. We offer hope in Jesus as
the best medicine.

Our team serves where we are invited. The missionary sets everything up for us to be
there and our mission is to serve alongside them. We do not work independently. Before
people see a doctor, they fill out a check-in form. This form contains contact information
for each person attending the clinic. It gives the missionary a chance to follow up and let
them know we care about them and their health. When we leave, we know that the real
work is just beginning for the pastors. They use the forms to follow up with those they
met at the clinic, furthering the relationship between them and the church.

BMMI has served in 80 different countries around the world bringing healing
through the hope of Jesus Christ. We serve in places where we cannot share the gospel
in clinics, but again, the pastors will use the forms to visit one-by-one with the people,
sharing more about Jesus.

We have a long list of places we have gone on BMMI trips like Honduras, Dominican
Republic, El Salvador, Cambodia, Vietnam, Ghana, the Philippines, and many more.
Many places have asked for BMMI trips multiple times. We did a lot of work in
Cambodia and built two clinics there and went to Laos several times.

BMMT’s biggest impact is doing things for people who have no way to repay you,
going places where people have no access to any kind of health care. All my life, I've been
fortunate because I've never done anything I disliked professionally. In my practice, there
were doctors who counted the minutes before they got to leave the office. My original
degree was in geophysics, but there wasn’'t a demand for geologists. So, at the age of
twenty-five, I took the MCAT test for medical school and passed it. The world today
wants good wages, a house, perfect everything, but I really enjoy practicing medicine and
seeing people get better and achieve the goal of good health.

Somebody asked me if doctors really care if people get better. I said, “Sure they do!”
You like people to believe in your skills and have confidence that you know what you’re
doing for them.

The following are snippets from
some of Dr. Izard’s favorite
stories:

During a BMMI trip to
China, we visited a young
man who was very sick in
bed and couldn’t get up. He
had arthritis in his joints
and really bad psoriasis.

The family had put him in a
small, dark, concrete room
in the back because he was
a stigma to the family. But I
told the family they needed
to get the young man out in
the sunshine and start him
on prednisone. Later, when I
went back with the medical
team, we saw people at a
pharmacy who told us I had
a patient who wanted to see me. I couldn’t think of any patients I had in China but went
with them anyway. Well, it was the young man I had cared for. He had walked to the
medical center to thank me for healing him.

The most unique place I've ever been is also China. First time we went there was
back when Hong Kong was independent and you could only get in through customs.

We were in this long line when we arrived at the border of China in Hong Kong and
suddenly, soldiers came to my seat and told me to come with them. You read all these
horror stories about China, but I went with them anyway and they took me through the
diplomatic line without checking my baggage. I was waiting on the other side when the
others saw me. They were just being respectful, which is very important in their culture.

One time, we were being bombed back when Bush was president. Jeft Franks was
a missionary and we went to the country of Georgia to establish clinics in this little old
town where they dropped mortars all night. But it was just a warning. The Georgian army
wasn't going to fight the Russian army. I thought we should leave earlier than we planned,
so we went down to Tbilisi where a Russian bomb had hit the airport. You couldn't fly out
and the roads were blocked out of Georgia. We finally found a van to take us to Armenia
on the border and next to Georgia. So, I called Asatur to help because I knew him. Wed
been to Armenia many times. He got us a place to stay and took us out through the
mountains. In Georgia, they make a great cheese bread that our driver bought to give to
the Armenian guard as a bribe. When we got to the gate, he had been hitting the bottle
pretty heavily, and we were way up the mountains when he decided he wanted us to eat
bread and drink with him. Well, we weren’t going to drink, but he liked it, and we needed
to get out of there. It took him forever to get those stamps in our passports, and the driver
was getting madder and madder. But finally we got out and went to Armenia.
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FAITHFUL SERVICE TO THE ATI TRIBE

By Flordeliza Dequino
ChangeMaker in the Philippines
bmaglobal.org

hank you for this opportunity. I pray that through this article, the readers
will be encouraged to be brave while facing circumstances in the ministry.
I am Ms. Flordeliza A. Dequino. I work with the Ati tribe in the
southern part of Negros Island in the Philippines. I am happy to share my
testimony.

I got saved when I was 16 years old. I was led to the Lord by Pastor Henry Adrias
who served in the BMAP ministry led by Pastor Doyle and Maam Linda Moore. After I
graduated high school, I studied management in a secular school, but stopped this course
after two years. I felt that God was calling me to fully serve Him, so I went to the Bible
college to study. I received a full scholarship for my tuition and finished my Bachelor
degree in four years. I worked as a church worker and a school teacher for six years in our
Baptist academy here in the Philippines. I spent three years as a missionary in Cambodia.
I have now spent 12 years with the Ati tribe.

I had the privilege to finish my
secular course while working in the
mission and doing ministry. I chose
to remain as a missionary despite
having the chance to have a higher
paying government job in the greatly
needed field of teaching. God has
never failed to provide my needs
through it all. Working with this
tribe is truly an inspiration for me.

I used to live in comfort, but God
led me out of my comfort zone to
prepare for the challenges and adventure of doing tribal mission work as a single person.

I started this tribal mission work with the Ati tribe in the central part of Negros
Island. They were aboriginal and have been a less privileged group of people in the
Philippines for many years. Education was not available for them. Being trapped in a
cycle of poverty and illiteracy, they could not advance economically. Most of their women
sold herbal medicine to the neighboring towns and their men worked in the sugarcane
fields from September until March. They worked hard and struggled to survive and
provide three meals a day for their families.

The Lord burdened my heart to stay with them and share God’s love and help
them understand God’s word. I also encouraged them to value education and economic
opportunities. I submitted myself to God’s will and offered my services to them by
ministering and teaching children. It was a personal sacrifice to not get married and have
my own family, but it was still a pleasure and an honor to faithfully serve God.

Two years ago, five people from the Ati tribe had already graduated from the BMA
Bible College. Three of them are working in a neighboring village and the other two are
working with me at the tribe. Brother Roter Sinceda does the preaching every first and
third Sunday, and Brother Cedie Sencida preaches every second and fourth Sunday.
Brother Roter was a full scholar student of our mother church, Granada Missionary
Baptist Church, under the leadership of Pastor Ariel Bermejo. Miss Cherry Sencida

is helping me in the children’s ministry. They have all been a great help to the tribal
ministry.

We give food packs to 180 families every year, and we have maintained a feeding
program for 200 Ati children for 12 years. We hold VBS every summer. We provide the
“First Time Ever to Wear or Taste” event every December. Each activity is accompanied
by prayers, songs, and a Bible story. I know that God loves the children. Many times,
resources were insufficient and I had to spend from my own allowance to provide for
them. My heart was so full of joy when I did that. Many children currently attend Sunday
school at our church each week. I teach them songs and memory verses. I fill the minds
of these young ones with God’s word because I know that their minds are not yet filled
with their tribal beliefs and traditions. I know that someday they will become better
citizens in their community. I believe if we don't teach them God’s ways from God’s word,
the world will teach them their ways.

We have a youth fellowship every month. We have bonding, overnight retreats, and
outings. The sacrifices of ministry can seem tiring, but we have to maintain this activity
to keep them on the right path and away from the dirty influences they will find on social
media. I am always bending my knees in prayer for them. To God be the glory. We have
two young professionals who now have a stable job in the government. One of them was
our worship leader for our worship services. May God use them mightily in His vineyard.

We also have in-home Bible studies every week. We now have 11 homes scheduled.

I teach them sound doctrine and biblical principles. It is a challenge to teach the adults
because their minds are already full of their tribal beliefs and traditions. I never lose
hope. I just do my part to share God’s love to them. We have souls that come to know the
Lord and receive Christ as their Lord and personal Savior through these Bible studies.

God blessed us to build a new church building for His glory. It was a project built in
the Ati tribe community by faith. The size of the building was 24 x 44 feet. The expenses
were contributed by the mission members, members from the mother church, our fellow
BMA brethren, and from our ministry partners. This work was all voluntary and each
had to do their own assigned task. Even the children gave their active participation. The
project is not yet done, but I continue praying and believing that by the grace of God, He
will provide in His time. All the glory and honor to Him.

Finally, I am grateful to the BMA for sending many American missionaries to share
God’s love to the Filipino people. Thank you for choosing us to be the recipient of God’s
love that you have shared. I know many American missionaries stood up for the cause of
Christ and left their families and their country to serve God.

God knows that the road I've traveled has not been easy, but I'm still here. The only
reason is because God is walking that road with me every step of the way. In 1 Timothy
1:12 (KJV), the Bible says “And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for
that he counted my faithful, putting me into the ministry”

Thank you to the BMAA for the unending support for us. Please always include
us in your prayers. I have two specific prayer requests: church building completion and
financial provision for my two orphan nieces’ schooling.

Thank you again for this privilege to share our tribal ministry here in the Philippines.
May God bless you!
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VSM'S GATEWAY T0 MISSIONS

By Donny Parrish
Lifeword Executive Director
lifeword.org

ver wondered

what David

Dickson, Bryan

and Pam Risner,
Candra Barnett, Stan and Donna
Scroggins, and the Johnsons have
in common? It’s simple. They’re
all BMA missionaries! But here’s
the interesting part: They all
started their journey through
BMA Volunteer Student Missions
(VSM).

For years, VSM has been
the steppingstone for many to
discover their calling into long-
term missions. Take the David
Dickson family, for example. Their
first taste of missionary life came
through a short-term mission
trip. These trips provided an
opportunity to witness firsthand
the work of missionaries,
experience different cultures, and
engage in ministry. Many who
took part in these short-term
trips found that their passion for
missions grew, leading them to
commit their lives to long-term
service.

The modern VSM story began
in 1999 when a group of students from the University
of Central Arkansas who were involved with their local Association of Baptist Students
decided to serve on the mission field. This initiative gave birth to VSM.

Soon after, an annual missions boot camp at Daniel Springs Baptist Camp began
attracting hundreds of students each summer. SOAR, the BM A’ annual student event,
began promoting these trips, making VSM a central part of their challenge to students.
Eventually, BMA Missions (now BMA Global) embraced the idea of summer mission
trips for students, integrating it into their mission opportunities for local churches. Over
the years, hundreds of students have dedicated part of their summer break to serve with
BMA missionaries worldwide. Time and again, these short-term trips have become the
launching pad for long-term missionary service. Many of today’s missionaries can trace

their calling back to a short-term experience that opened their hearts to the mission field.

Today, VSM is led by Angela Rice, Coordinator of Short-term Missions. Each
year, students commit to serving in the United States and across the globe, helping
BMA missionaries build relationships in their fields of service. VSM has also inspired
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Donny poses with students at VSM Bootcamp in 2009

other short-term mission opportunities that Angela promotes, organizes, and oversees
annually. This includes a weekend of training and inspiration for both students and
leaders called World Missions Weekend! In 2024 alone, over two dozen groups served
with BMA missionaries through BMA Short-term Missions.

Involving students in the Great Commission is at the heart of Volunteer Student
Missions. Young people continue to hear the call to serve the Lord, and VSM remains
dedicated to providing the pathway to the mission field. God continues to use VSM as a
gateway to full-time missionary service—proving that a short-term trip is often just the
beginning of a lifelong journey in missions!

To learn more about a BMA Short-term Missions trip for your church or to send
your students on a Volunteer Student Missions adventure, visit www.bmaglobal.org/vsm
or call Angela Rice at 214.498.3041 OR angela@bmaglobal.org
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LIFEWORD CELEBRATES 75 YEARS OF BMA GLOBAL

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

eventy-five years ago, the Baptist Missionary Association (BMA) took a technology, making gospel content available in over 160 languages worldwide.
monumental step in its global mission work by commissioning its first Harold Morris likely never imagined how technology would evolve, but his passion
missionary, Bro. Harold Morris. Little did they know that Morris’ obedience for using media to spread the gospel still drives Lifeword’s mission. From a single radio
to God’s calling would not only spread the gospel in South America (and, broadcast to a global digital footprint, the impact of his obedience continues, fulfilling
later, in Europe) but also lay the foundation for what is now Lifeword, a thriving media Jesus’ command to “Go, preach, and make disciples.
ministry that continues to reach the world. The commissioning of Harold Morris was a defining moment in BMA Global’s
Harold Morris was a man of vision and determination. After 12 years of mission history and in Lifeword’s, as it paved the way for the creation of this ministry. As BMA
work in Brazil and another year in France and Portugal, Bro. Morris’s health forced Global celebrates its 75th anniversary, we at Lifeword also celebrate the legacy of Bro.
him to return from the mission field. He carried a deep burden for the lost in his home Harold Morris, the beginning of BMA Global and, later, Lifeword, and how both

country. In 1965, he wrote, “Surely, we have only to read the front pages of our newspaper ministries continue to reach people for Christ around the world.
or hear the newscasts to know that our nation

is in crisis times, and we feel that the greatest

help that we could give our own America is the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ” He understood
that true change could only come through the
transformative power of Christ.

God gave Morris a new way to fulfill
the Great Commission: media ministry. On
September 4, 1965, he launched a Saturday
afternoon radio program called Harvest Gleaner
Hour on KSTL in St. Louis, Missouri, with the
goal of “making Jesus known to the multitudes of
our land”

Morris saw the potential of radio to reach
more people in a week than a single missionary
family could in a lifetime. His relentless pursuit
of excellence led him to seek out the highest-
powered stations and to send recorded sermons,
music, and Bible studies to the nations.

His successors carried forward his vision.
Under their leadership, the ministry expanded
rapidly, increasing its radio reach and adding
languages such as Spanish, Creole French,
Portuguese, Arabic, and Mandarin. In 1978,
Harvest Gleaner Hour had become a global
presence, and by 1987, a name change was in
order. During a strategic meeting, George Reddin
stated the purpose of the ministry was “to spread
the words of life to everyone around the world”
Thus, Harvest Gleaner Hour became Lifeword.

Lifeword continued to innovate, embracing
television, print materials, and later, digital media.
Under the leadership of Steve Crawley and Donny
Parrish, the ministry transitioned to cloud- based






