
-6- BAPTIST TRUMPET, April 16, 2025 Arkansas: Transformed

	 Every quarter, CBC loves taking the opportunity to feature a student, alumnus, 
faculty or staff member in an article. This month, we are taking this opportunity 
to highlight an entire family at CBC. Currently, Bryan and Pam Risner are both 
students in our PACE program, while all three of their children — Landon, Lind-
sey, and Melody — are enrolled as traditional students. Bryan recently reflected on 
his time in the ministry and at CBC, recounting his and his family’s experiences”
	 “Before CBC, I worked full-time for the Morrilton Police Department as the 
school resource officer for the Morrilton High School. I graduated from the Police 
Academy, worked in law enforcement and was a student pastor for BMA churches 
for 14 years. Pam was a full-time employee at Arvest Bank, where she worked for 
16 years. She earned her banking and finance degree from UACCM. We moved 
to Romania in 2018 after I accepted the position of BMA missionary.
	 “Melody, Lindsey and Landon were students of Morrilton Junior High until 
we moved to Romania, where they were homeschooled. Our kids were looking 
for a place to attend college after graduating high school in Romania. They love 
the environment of our BMA family, and with our missionary discount, sibling 
discount, and Pell grants, they were able to attend CBC. They also were looking 
for a more family-like atmosphere since they had lived out of the country for so 
long and would have to start over making friends.
	 “Pam and I began thinking about the future and wanted to extend our educa-
tion. However, it was tough living overseas. I learned about the PACE program and 
how we could do it all online. Thanks to the missionary discount and Pell grants, 
we were able to afford the four-year degree. We have laughed a lot about the fact 
that all five of us are college students, especially since all five of us are students at 
CBC. We hope we have encouraged our kids by showing them that determination 
pays off and it’s never too late to continue our education and follow our dreams.
	 “Some of our overall highlights have been seeing ourselves challenged as older 
adults returning to college and succeeding in our studies. Other highlights have 
been seeing our children mature as they have learned to be young adults, living 
in America and figuring out life independently. CBC faculty and staff have been 
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super helpful and encouraging. The business office has gone above and beyond to help 
us complete paperwork and process everything, regardless of where we are on the 
globe. The PACE instructors have been helpful when working with the eight-hour 
time zone difference. We hope others will be encouraged to pursue their hopes and 
dreams, regardless of age and family dynamics.”
	 We love having the Risners as students and are thankful to Bryan for taking the 
time to share his experience! For more information on the PACE Department, visit 
cbc.edu/pace, or to learn more about the Admissions process, visit cbc.edu/admissions.
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spread the gospel by planting new churches in AReas where
people need to be connected to Jesus through a community of faith.

Changing Lives
By Johnny Shew, Missionary • Faith Chapel, Flippin

	 Once a month, I have the privilege of visiting a local middle school to teach a 
lesson at their Christian council, a group of young students called the Mountain 
Movers. It’s always a joy to share God’s Word with them, but this particular visit 
turned into a day I’ll never forget.
	 As I arrived and began welcoming students, a young man approached me and 
asked, “What are you teaching on today?”
	 “Salt,” I replied.
	 He raised an eyebrow. “Salt?”
	 “Yep,” I told him. “Have you ever heard a lesson on salt before?”
	 He shook his head. “No, I haven’t.”
	 “Well,” I said, “you’re about to hear the best lesson on salt you’ve ever heard in 
your life.”
	 We both laughed, and I knew I had made an instant connection with him.
	 I opened my Bible to Matthew 5 and shared about Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 
where He told His disciples, “You are the salt of the earth.” I explained how salt adds 
flavor, preserves what is good and prevents decay — just as we, as followers of Christ, 
are called to influence the world around us. We are meant to add the flavor of God’s 
love to those we encounter, preserve His truth in our hearts and resist the pull of 
worldly distractions that can cause us to lose our effectiveness.
	 After finishing up the lesson, I gave the invitation. “With a group this big, there 
may be at least one person here who has never received the Lord as their Savior. 
If that’s you, I want you to know I am willing to help with that choice. If you have 
questions, come talk to me before you leave.”
	 As students began leaving, I felt a tug at my sleeve. I saw the same young man 
who had introduced himself earlier.
	 “What do I need to do to be saved?” he asked in a sincere voice.
	 We moved to a quiet corner and sat down. I walked him through the gospel, 
ensuring he understood what it meant to follow Christ. He told me he knew about 
Jesus but had never made the decision to receive Him personally.
	 Together, we prayed the sinner’s prayer. In his own words, he confessed his faith 
in Jesus and asked Him to be his Lord and Savior. As soon as he said amen, a small 
group of his friends, who had been standing nearby, began to cheer and applaud.
	 The joy in that room was contagious. Here was a young man, once unsure, now 
stepping boldly into the family of God — and his friends recognized the importance 
of that moment.
	 As I left that day, I couldn’t stop smiling. Teaching the lesson was a blessing, but 
seeing the power of God move in that young man’s heart is a memory I will carry 
with me forever.
	 That day, the Mountain Movers lived up to their name — because a mountain 
was truly moved in that young man’s life.

	 In my regular reports, I have been telling you that we have been planning on starting 
a Wednesday night youth program at Faith Chapel. Our first meeting was a resound-
ing success, and now we have a lot of excited volunteers and a lot of excited kids.
	 We named our youth group “The Seekers” and are using the DiscipleKidz materials 
from the Baptist Publishing House as the outline for all age groups, teaching it to the 
appropriate age level. That worked out really well for our first meeting. We met in the 
fellowship hall, with the teen group meeting outside on a beautiful night. The pre-k’s 
and kindergarten met together, and the 1st-3rd grade met together. It should all come 
together better when we finally have our classrooms finished and can narrow our age 
groups down further. This program came about because our young mothers asked for 
it so their children had more opportunities to grow and learn to love the Lord.
	 Please pray with us that everyone involved (the mothers, the children, the teach-
ers and the rest of the members) is blessed by this program. I know I have already 
been blessed beyond measure!
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