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Every generation of believers must rediscover the power of the gospel. It is 
not simply a message to be preached but a force that transforms every part 
of life. When the gospel enters a heart, a home, or a community, everything 
changes. This new series, The Gospel Changes Everything, will highlight 

stories from the field and principles that remind us why we exist as BMA Global, to make 
disciples of all nations through the life-changing message of Jesus Christ.  

The Gospel Changes Our Worship
In John 4, Jesus met a woman at a well whose life was marked by shame and 

isolation. Their conversation turned quickly from water to worship. Jesus declared, “The 
true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” The gospel begins here, it 
changes what we worship and whom we worship.  

Before the gospel, our hearts chase after empty wells of self, success, or religion. 
But when we encounter Christ, worship becomes personal, not ceremonial. Around the 
world, BMA Global missionaries see this transformation daily, believers gathering under 
trees, in rented rooms, and sometimes in silence because worship has moved from a place 
to a Person. Worship is where mission begins, because hearts captured by Jesus naturally 
overflow in praise.  

The Gospel Changes Our Witness
After meeting Christ, the Samaritan woman could not stay silent. She ran to tell her 

community, “Come, see a man who told me all things that ever I did.” True encounter 
always leads to witness. When the gospel changes our hearts, it gives us a story to tell.  

That same impulse drives our missionaries today. Across nearly 70 nations, local 
believers are carrying the message into new regions, languages, and cultures. From cities 
to remote villages, the good news moves through relationships, conversations, and acts 
of compassion. As we’ve learned through our global partnerships, the gospel’s greatest 
witness often comes through ordinary people who simply tell what Jesus has done for 

them.  
Even when that witness carries risk, our theology of mission reminds us that 

faithfulness, not safety, is our measure of obedience. We continue to act wisely, but with 
the conviction that the world still needs to hear the gospel’s life-changing truth.  

The Gospel Changes Our Work
When the people of Sychar came to see Jesus, He told His disciples, “Lift up your 

eyes… the fields are white for harvest.” The gospel not only changes hearts and witness, it 
changes our work. Our mission is not about programs or numbers, it’s about people. It’s 
about walking with others until Christ is formed in them.  

In Luke 24, we see Jesus walking the road to Emmaus with two confused followers. 
He listened, taught, and shared a meal, a reminder that lasting ministry is relational and 
patient. That’s how the gospel continues to advance through BMA Global today. We 
invest in disciple-makers, equip local leaders, and build relationships that outlast our 
presence.  

Missions work is often slow and unseen, but that is exactly the way Jesus worked. The 
true measure of ministry is not speed or scale but faithfulness and fruit that remains.  

The Gospel Unites Us in One Mission
From the well of Samaria to the ends of the earth, the story remains the same, when 

people meet Jesus, their lives and their communities are never the same. The gospel 
changes everything because it brings us together in worship, witness, and work.  

As partnering churches with BMA Global, we stand shoulder to shoulder with 
thousands of believers who share one mission and one message, Jesus saves. Whether in 
Arkansas or Africa, the Spirit continues to draw hearts to Himself.  

May this new series remind us that the gospel is not only our message, it is our 
motivation. It changes how we see God, how we see others, and how we serve the world. 
And because Jesus still lives, the gospel will continue to change everything.
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How God Turned My Doubt into Faith
Manar’s story, Middle East

My name is Manar. I’m a pastry chef, a mother of three–ages 10, 11, and 
12–and a widow for eight years. When my youngest was still a toddler, 
my husband became a believer in Christ. I, however, wanted nothing 
to do with it. In fact, the more he talked about his faith, the more 

resistant I became. I dug in my heels and eventually declared myself an atheist.
After he passed away, I decided, only to honor his wishes, to take our children to 

Sunday school at a church I’d heard about. While they were in class, I would sit through 
the main service, but not to listen. I took notes on what to argue against. I wanted to 
prove the preacher wrong, to show that this whole thing was an illusion. I even joined the 
ladies’ Bible study, not to learn, but to challenge and snap back at anyone who spoke up. 
My heart was hard, and my face showed it. I carried anger like armor.

But something happened that I never expected. Week after week, as I sat in that 
BMA church, I started to notice something different. The people there showed me a love I 

couldn’t explain. The Word of God began to cut through my defenses. And little by little, 
God revealed Himself to me–through their kindness, their patience, and His undeniable 
grace.

Last November, I was baptized.
Through a women’s ministry that many of you support here in the Middle East, God 

completed the story He started years ago. I found Jesus. I found a church family that 
loves and disciples me. And I found a way to use the talents He gave me for His glory. I 
bake bread for communion, make sweets for fellowship, teach kitchen courses, and even 
open my home each week for a Bible study. The same woman who once argued against 
believers is now serving them with joy.

My name, Manar, means a source of light. Today, by God’s grace, I finally understand 
that name. He has turned my darkness into light, and now I want to shine that light as 
brightly as I can, for His glory.
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Once a Wizard, Now a Witness
Akeem’s story, Nigeria

My name is Akeem Ayuba. I am 29 years old and from the Republic of 
Benin. For many years, I lived as a wizard, bound by the powers of 
darkness, until I encountered the gospel of Jesus Christ on January 2, 
2021, at Word Alive Missionary Baptist Church in Ibadan, Nigeria, 

through Brother Joseph Eniowo. That day, my life was forever changed.
I lost my father when I was still a baby and 

my mother when I was only two years old. My 
grandmother raised me, but she was a witch 
and an idol worshipper. When I was six years 
old, she initiated me into the kingdom of Satan 
by commanding a local heathen pot (igba-aye) 
into my stomach. From then on, I believed I was 
invincible. I could disappear into thin air and 
even transform into a cobra to protect myself.

As I grew, I became a tool for older men in 
my community who used me for thuggery. I was 
introduced to smoking Indian hemp, alcohol, 
and many other vices. At just eight years old, I 
smuggled myself across the border into Nigeria 
and settled in a small town called Saki. My life 
continued in this dark path under the influence 
of demons.

Later, I moved to Ibadan where I learned 
metal construction work. But before I could 
finish my apprenticeship, my master died. I then 
decided to become an okada rider and later 
found work as a dispatch rider.

On January 1, 2021, my life nearly ended. I 
was drunk and tried to ride home, believing my 
demonic powers would protect me and allow 
me to disappear if I had an accident. But those 
powers failed me. A car struck me at Elewure 
Bus Stop in Mokola around 4:30 p.m. I fell into a 
coma, and immediately I found myself in a place 
beyond this earth, surrounded by a great crowd 
moving quickly toward a destination I couldn’t 
see. Suddenly, I saw someone clothed in pure 
white. I believe it was Jesus Christ. He stopped 
me and told me to go back to life.

The next thing I remember was opening 
my eyes to people shouting, “O ti ji o!”—“He 
is risen!” I was covered in blood, with injuries 
on my head, but at that moment I made the 
decision to give my life to Jesus Christ.

The following day, I was brought to Brother 
Joseph’s church. He shared the gospel with me, 
and I placed my faith in Christ alone for the gift 
of eternal life. That was the first miracle. The 

second miracle was the feeling that a heavy load had been lifted from my head. My body 
felt light, and my heart was filled with indescribable joy.

Since then, I have been baptized and now bear the name Brother Job Akeem. Today, 
I am no longer living for Satan. I am a new creature in Christ, and I am passionate about 
sharing the gospel with people in my neighborhood. Jesus took my broken, sinful life and 
gave me a new beginning, and for that I will praise Him forever.
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In the heart of Tabora, Tanzania, the sound of the gospel drifts softly through 
open windows every Sunday morning. From Radio Uhai, voices rise in 
worship, Scripture is read aloud, and the message of Jesus Christ is spoken with 
clarity and love. For many, this broadcast is more than just a radio program—

it’s a lifeline. Among those forever changed by it is a man named Soki.
Soki grew up in a Hindu family, surrounded by tradition and ritual. His parents 

taught him to honor their gods, and for years he did so faithfully. Yet deep inside, Soki 
carried a quiet emptiness he could never quite name. He longed for peace—something 
lasting and real—but none of the rituals seemed to reach that place in his heart.

One evening, while tuning his small radio to find music, he stumbled across a new 
sound: a voice speaking of forgiveness, of grace, of a God who loved so deeply He sent His 
own Son to save the world. Soki paused. The words were strange, yet they stirred something in 
him. Week after week, he returned—always alone, always in secret—listening to the messages 
broadcast through Lifeword’s partnership with the Baptist Churches Association of Tabora.

“Lifeword is breaking barriers,” says Bro. Deus, the local pastor and Lifeword partner 
who helps lead the ministry. “The radio program makes the gospel accessible to people 
who live far from churches, who cannot read, or who are bound by poverty. It brings 
God’s Word into their homes quietly and personally.”

For Soki, those words became more than just a message. They became hope. As he 
listened, he began to understand who Jesus was—not just a prophet or a good man, but the 
Savior who offered forgiveness for every sin and peace for every soul. The truth took root in 
his heart, and one night, as tears fell quietly in his room, Soki prayed to receive Christ.

It was not an easy decision. His family could not understand why he would abandon 
their gods. Friends turned away. Yet Soki found courage in the very voice that first drew 
him in—the gospel message that reminded him he was never alone. Slowly, his fear gave 
way to peace. His sorrow turned to joy.

Today, Soki’s life looks different. His eyes shine when he talks about Jesus. He attends 
a small church nearby, where he sings the same songs he once heard on the radio. He 
prays for his family, hoping they too will one day know the love that changed him.

And he is not alone. Across Tanzania, others are hearing the same broadcast—
Muslims, Hindus, and those who have never set foot inside a church. Each Sunday, as 

Radio Uhai fills homes with words of truth and songs of praise, hearts are being stirred. 
Lives are being changed.

Because when the gospel enters a life—quietly, personally, powerfully—it changes 
everything.

Soki’s story is living proof.

The Gospel Changes Everything: Soki’s StorY
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