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Before sunrise, while most of his state is still waking up, Jeremiah S. is 
already at work.

His mornings often begin with phone calls to pastors scattered across 
Maharashtra, India–checking in, asking questions, encouraging them 

through challenges, and helping them think through ministry decisions. Then oftentimes 
he packs a bag and travels. Sometimes that means a few hours on the road. Other times 
it means journeys of up to sixteen hours to reach pastors in villages and towns for two or 
three days of training.

For Jeremiah, church planting has never simply been about starting churches. It has 
always been about developing leaders.

That conviction has shaped more than two decades of ministry.
Jeremiah planted his first church in 2002. By 2006, that work had grown into three 

churches, and some of the leaders serving today came from those early congregations. 
Since then, the ministry has expanded across Maharashtra through church planting and 
leadership development.

Today, Jeremiah and his team are connected to 26 churches and church plants 
throughout the state.

But numbers alone do not tell the story.
Many of the pastors Jeremiah trains have never received formal biblical education. 

Some planted churches before ever studying Scripture systematically. Jeremiah first walks 
with these men through a year-long process rooted in the BMA doctrinal statement and 
focused on building strong foundations for long-term ministry.

Training that follows includes systematic Bible study, expository preaching, practical 
ministry skills, stewardship, generosity, church health, and the qualifications for pastoral 
ministry found in I and II Timothy.

“We want pastors to understand not only how to preach,” Jeremiah shared, “but how 
to lead churches that become healthy and self-sustaining.”

Jeremiah does not do this work alone.
A respected 

senior pastor named 
Steven Paig helps 
address challenges that 
require experience and 
wisdom. Two younger 
leaders in their thirties 
support areas where 
they bring unique 
strengths. Together, 
they function as a 
team–because ministry 
requires more than 
teaching.

“It’s relationship 
building. It’s 
discipleship,” Jeremiah 
explained.

Currently, 14 new 

pastors have begun serving in churches and church plants. Twelve established churches 
are active across the network, with three located in one major urban center and the 
remaining churches serving smaller towns and villages. Additional home fellowships and 
church plants continue to develop.

Yet ministry in India comes with challenges.
India’s legal environment allows churches to meet in dedicated buildings or 

rented public spaces, but ministry settings can become more limited in certain places. 
Evangelism remains legal, but pastors must exercise wisdom and sensitivity in how they 
communicate their faith. Restrictions around religious funding and ministry activity 
continue to shape how churches operate.

Opposition can also come through family and community pressure.
For new believers, following Christ may affect relationships with parents, extended 

family, and social networks. In smaller communities especially, choosing baptism or 
openly identifying as Christian can come at a personal cost. Some pastors have faced 
harassment or social pressure in the villages where they serve.

Jeremiah understands those realities personally.
“In the beginning, I faced more challenges because I was inexperienced and overly 

enthusiastic,” he said with a smile. “Experience teaches you wisdom.”
Despite the obstacles, Jeremiah remains hopeful.
Part of that hope comes from his own story.
When he was 19 years old, Jeremiah met Bro. Pradeep Borde, who invited him to 

help with outreach and youth ministry at his church. Through that relationship, Jeremiah 
was connected to BMA Seminary.

He arrived at seminary at age 21.
“It was wonderful,” Jeremiah said. “God gave me friendships that became like real 

brothers.”
As graduation approached, another conversation shaped his future.
A month before finishing seminary, Bro. Jerry Kidd met with Jeremiah, prayed with 

him, and challenged him to return to India as a missionary.
Jeremiah still remembers the words:
“If God has called you to ministry, you need to get going. Don’t wait.”
God used those relationships to send Jeremiah back…and now he hopes to do the 

same for others.
His next vision is a Bible institute.
The goal is to launch a hybrid training model that combines online and in-person 

learning for pastors, church planters, bi-vocational leaders, and laypeople. Jeremiah 
hopes to begin the first cohort in June 2028.

His prayer extends beyond India itself.
India sends workers all over the world. Jeremiah believes that if believers are trained 

well and discipled faithfully, those same men and women can carry the Gospel wherever 
they go.

His vision is simple:
Reach India. Reach the world.
As Jeremiah looks ahead, his prayer remains unchanged:
“Pray that God would raise up more disciples, more church planters, and more 

workers who can be trained. And pray that God would continue opening doors for 
ministry.”

reach india, reach the world
By: BMA Global
bmaglobal.org



-6- BAPTIST TRUMPET, July 1, 2026 Mission:World News

jesus know me

Last year, Greg Allison joined his first Baptist Medical Missions International 
(BMMI) trip to the Dominican Republic after Nathan Heintze suggested he 
go. But even before that trip, another place lived in the back of his mind.

Several years earlier, Greg heard John Merriweather speak about 
Cambodia, and something about it stayed with him. At the time, he dismissed the 
thought, assuming he was trying to make himself into a missionary rather than sensing 
the Lord’s leading. Then while serving in the Dominican Republic last October, he 
learned BMMI was planning a trip to Cambodia. Before he had time to think about it, he 
said, “Sign me up.” Looking back, Greg describes this trip simply: “This was a calling like 
I have never had before.”

Greg arrived in Cambodia with very few expectations. He is not a doctor, pastor, 
or teacher. He works in cybersecurity and assumed his professional skills would not be 
particularly useful in remote villages. His plan was simple: stay in the background and 
help where needed.

But on the first day, a local pastor asked if someone would pray over each patient.
The doctors were willing, but clinic days moved quickly, so Greg, an interpreter, 

and one of the missionaries began praying with those coming through. Others joined in 
throughout the week, but the goal remained the same: every patient would be prayed for.

Greg remembers realizing quickly that he had no script and no idea what to say.
But he also realized something else: the words were not the important part.
Throughout the week, one thought kept returning to him: the team was there to meet 

physical needs, but only the Lord could reveal spiritual needs.
One doctor’s devotional especially stayed with him—Jesus often met physical needs 

before addressing spiritual ones. Later in the week, one pharmacist reflected on sharing 
the gospel with a woman who kept staring at the food being served after church. He 
observed that it is difficult to think about anything else when you are hungry.

That resonated with Greg.
People have real physical needs. But ultimately, only Christ can meet the deeper 

need.
Long before Greg went back and found the references later, Scripture’s truths echoed 

in his mind: no one comes unless the Father draws them, and apart from Christ we can 
do nothing.

“It is the work of the Lord,” Greg reflected. “I was just a faithful worker among the 
harvest the Lord was providing.”

One interaction especially stayed with him.
The team explained to an older woman that they wanted to pray for her. Through the 

interpreter she shared that she attended the church and coveted prayer. Greg prayed. The 
interpreter translated.

When they finished, she smiled broadly and thanked them repeatedly. Then she 
turned back and said in joyful, broken English: “Jesus know me.”

Greg still cannot stop thinking about that moment. She was overwhelmed with joy 
that Jesus knew her. And he found himself asking a harder question: Why am I not always 
that excited to tell others?

Another surprise came as Greg realized that many patients did not know what prayer 
was. Some needed interpreters to explain what was happening and even when the prayer 
was finished. Greg understood people not knowing Jesus, but not understanding prayer 
itself caught him off guard.

Yet instead of discouraging him, it deepened his dependence on God.
Throughout the week he found himself praying constantly–in the mornings, at night, 

during the drive, and all throughout the day. Not polished prayers. Just conversations. 
“Lord, have Your way.” “Touch these people.” “Be glorified.” “Forgive me.”

“There is no such thing as being ‘prayed out,’” Greg said.
When he returned home, he realized Cambodia had changed more than his 

understanding of missions. It changed the questions he asked. What am I doing to 
know Jesus better? Am I proclaiming Him in my everyday mission field: my work, my 
neighbors, my church, my interactions with people?

Greg reflected on how easy it is to forget what God has done once life becomes busy 

again. He thought about Israel quickly turning away after seeing God’s faithfulness in 
Exodus and prayed that he would not do the same.

Then he found himself thinking differently about Paul’s words: “To live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.”

Greg said he had always understood what Paul meant intellectually, but 
understanding those words and living them are not the same thing. For much of his life, 
the beauty of that verse had been found in finally seeing Jesus face to face. Now he sees 
something else. The abundant life is not only waiting for us someday…it begins now. 
Living fully surrendered to Christ, abiding in Him, and walking with Him daily changes 
how we see everything. Greg reflected that only abiding in Christ can create the kind of 
dilemma Paul described when he wrote, “Which shall I choose?” 

When Greg talks about missions now, he talks less about medical care and more 
about obedience. His encouragement is simple: “I am nothing, but the Lord has a plan. 
Trust God and get moving, whether here or abroad.”

And if readers remember one thing from Cambodia, he hopes it is this: “The Lord is 
moving in Cambodia. The harvest is great, but the workers are few.”

Then he returns to the words that changed him: “Jesus know me.” May we never lose 
the wonder of that

By: BMA Global
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the road between here and france

A few weeks ago, Michelle, the kids, and I boarded a plane to cross the 
Atlantic with a simple goal: to see the field God has called us to serve in 
the next chapter of ministry. 

Since returning home and having time to process and reflect on what 
we experienced, I can say with confidence that the trip accomplished exactly what it was 
meant to. Our time in France strengthened our sense of calling to minister there as a 
family. 

The road to France is longer than we first imagined, but after seeing the field and 
visiting with the people, we are more convinced than ever that this is the road God is 
calling us to walk. 

Before sharing some of what we learned, I want to express my gratitude. We are 
tremendously thankful for the Pasley family [current missionaries in France], whose 
hospitality and guidance helped make this trip both fruitful and encouraging. We are 
grateful to Temple Baptist Church in Rogers for making this vision trip possible. And 
we are thankful for every individual and church who has already begun investing in this 
work through prayer, encouragement, and financial support. Your partnership is what 
makes ministry possible. 

Increasingly, we find ourselves thinking less about “our ministry” and more about 
what we have begun calling “Team France”–the churches, missionaries, pastors, and 
believers working together to strengthen the witness of God’s people in France. The 
work is larger than any one family, and we are grateful for every person God has brought 
alongside us for the journey ahead.

Shew me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: 
for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. – Psalm 25:4-5

What We Discovered
If you’ve talked with Michelle or me about our excitement and fears, you know that 

our children’s transition into France’s public school system has been our top concern. It’s 
enough to wonder how we might adjust to a new culture and a new life. God answered 
our prayers, bringing comfort to our hearts as we visited the language school where we’ll 
spend the first year of our time on the field. 

Our fears began to give way to confidence as we met other families whose children 
were thriving through the same transition we anticipate making ourselves. 

We gained confidence in our ability to learn alongside our children. Many of the 
other students are missionaries who are preparing to serve throughout French-speaking 
Africa. The conversations we had reminded us that the mission in France is strategic for 
strengthening a gospel witness beyond France’s borders. Seeing that larger picture helped 
us appreciate what God is doing in a way I hadn’t imagined before. 


The Need for People Who Will Stay
Another significant moment came during conversations with a French pastor. When 

asked about the need for missionaries in France, his answer was both encouraging and 
challenging.

Yes, there is a need for missionaries. 
But the need is not primarily for short-term workers looking for quick results. The 

need is for people willing to stay. 

The pastor’s exhortation affirmed what I have been learning from a distance. We 
were told that many missionary efforts in France never reach the point where deep 
relationships have had time to develop. In a culture where trust takes years to build, 
longevity is not a luxury–it is a necessity. Our goal after language school must be to 
establish deep roots in whatever community God leads us to serve. We have to be patient 
with those early years of learning, listening, and serving faithfully where able. 

Missionary work begins before a church is planted. It starts with daily faithfulness 
and long obedience. 


What Comes Next
The lessons we’re learning are shaping the way we think as we look toward the future. 
Right now, we’re working with Denver Street Baptist Church, our sending church,  

and BMA Global to develop our family’s transition plan. As I work to facilitate these 
conversations, we are seeking God’s wisdom and will together. These conversations are 
helping us think carefully about how to leave well before we can arrive well.

I’m thankful God has called us to serve through the BMA, where we have found 
wonderful accountability and leadership to not just be obedient to what God is calling us 
to, but to be wise in how we do it. 

It is a great blessing to serve under godly authority. I am grateful for the church 
leaders and missions leaders who are a part of guiding this process. Their counsel and 
oversight are gifts from the Lord!


How You Can Help Cross the Distance
As we continue down this road, we ask that you 

pray with us. 
Pray for wisdom as transition plans are 

developed. As we see the final days of my time as 
pastor of Denver Street on the horizon, pray for my 
comfort as I leave people I have come to love and 
treasure; pray for them as they discern and call their 
next pastor. 

Pray for open doors as we meet with churches 
and individuals to ask them to consider partnering 
with us to sustain long-term ministry in France. 

Pray that God would continue preparing my 
whole family for the work that lies ahead. 

Pray that God would raise up the partners 
needed to make this ministry possible. Our goal 
is to build a team of 130 ministry partners who 
will sustain this work through faithful prayer and 

financial support. 
The survey trip may be behind us, but the journey is far from over. There is still 

much road between here and France. Every conversation, every prayer, every partnership, 
and every act of generosity brings us one step closer to the work God has called us to do. 
Thank you for walking that road with us.

To learn more about partnering with the Bremers, please reach out to Derrick at 
derrick@livingoutthegospel.com or 497-544-7153.

By Derrick Bremer
Missionary to France
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Each issue, I have the privilege of sharing a story from one of our Lifeword 
collaborators around the world. This month, Bro. Oscar Gaitán from 
Nicaragua shared a testimony that serves as a powerful reminder that no 
one is beyond the reach of God’s grace.

He tells the story of a man who grew up deeply disillusioned with religion. From an 
early age, he observed what appeared to be favoritism, where influence and status seemed 
to matter more than genuine faith. Convinced that religion had no answers, he turned 
instead to communism and atheism.

As he pursued meaning and purpose, he immersed himself in the philosophies of 
Karl Marx, Vladimir Lenin, and other influential atheist thinkers. He rose through the 
ranks of the communist system, faithfully embracing its ideals and dedicating himself to 
its vision. Yet despite his success and commitment, an emptiness remained.

He 
searched for 
fulfillment 
through 
knowledge, 
political 
achievement, 
and devotion 
to the cause. 
He believed 
that if he 
studied more, 
worked 
harder, and 
climbed 
higher, he 
would finally 

find satisfaction. Instead, the emptiness only grew.
Then life took a devastating turn.
After years of marriage, illness struck. Surgery followed surgery, but his condition 

failed to improve. As difficult as the physical pain was, an even deeper wound pierced his 
heart. While preparing for yet another operation, his wife told him she could no longer 
endure the hardship and was leaving him.

Everything he had trusted had failed him.
Around that same time, a woman he had worked alongside for more than twenty 

years experienced a dramatic transformation after placing her faith in Christ. They had 
shared the same hardships, worked in the same environment, and held many of the same 
beliefs. Yet suddenly, something was different about her.

She radiated joy. She spoke about faith, hope, and the Word of God with conviction 
and peace. The change was impossible to ignore.

The man watched carefully. Finally, he asked her, “What’s happened to you? We’ve 
known each other for years. We’ve been through difficult times together. Now you’re 
constantly talking about faith, love, and the Bible. What’s going on?”

She explained that some pastors had been visiting her home and studying the Bible 
with her.

His response was immediate.
“What? The next time they come, let me know. I want to meet them.”
In 2011, when Bro. Oscar Gaitán traveled to Cuba, he was one of those pastors.
When they arrived for another Bible study, the man was waiting.
“With all due respect,” he said, “I need you to know that I am an atheist. I was raised 

studying Marxism-Leninism.”
The conversation that followed lasted for hours. Though skeptical, he listened. At the 

end of their time together, the pastors asked if they could pray for him.
“Pray for me?” he replied. “Why? I don’t need prayer. I didn’t ask for prayer.”
Eventually, he agreed.
What began as curiosity soon became a sincere search for truth. Six months later, he 

surrendered his life to Jesus Christ.
He was baptized, began serving faithfully, and seven years ago was ordained as a 

pastor. Today, he serves as a missionary on the island of Cuba.
Years later, reflecting on his journey to faith, he shared a remarkable memory.
“In my search for happiness,” he said, “I would spend hours listening to the radio. 

One day I began searching for international stations with my Russian-made Syboney 
radio. I always kept the volume very low because it was risky. If someone discovered you 
were listening to stations outside those approved by the Party, you could get into trouble.

“Suddenly, I heard a voice talking about God in a clear and biblical way. I liked what 
I heard and kept listening again and again. I remember the program opening with a 
powerful announcement: ‘Welcome to your program, The Christian Contact, with Pastor 
Ricardo Robinson, featuring the incomparable voice of Brother Luis Ortega and the 
Lifeword ministry.’

“It wasn’t just any radio program. It was professionally designed to reach my heart.”
What he did not realize at the time was that God was already pursuing him. Long 

before he met Oscar. Long before he attended a Bible study. Long before he surrendered 
his life to Christ.

The seed of the gospel had already been planted.
Through a radio broadcast, God’s Word crossed borders, political systems, and 

personal barriers to reach a man who believed he had no need for God. Years later, that 
seed would bear fruit through the faithful witness of believers, biblical discipleship, and 
the work of the Holy Spirit.

Today, a former atheist and devoted communist is preaching the very gospel he once 
opposed.

Stories like this remind us that we rarely see the full impact of our obedience. A 
broadcast is aired. A Bible study is hosted. A conversation takes place. A prayer is offered. 
And God uses each act of faithfulness to accomplish His purposes in ways we may never 
fully understand this side of eternity.

The gospel continues to reach hearts, transform lives, and call people to Himself—
and sometimes, it begins with a radio turned down low in a place where few would 
expect the message to be heard.

A Seed Planted Through the Airwaves
By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org




