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dation has influenced everything I’ve 
done in ministry. The practical classes 
equipped me with skills that I’ve con-
tinued to use throughout my career.”
	 Today, Jameson has come full circle as 
assistant professor of Bible at CBC, where 
he has taught for 15 years. Serving on the 
campus that helped shape his future, he 
now has the opportunity to invest in the 
next generation of Christian leaders.
	 “I love working alongside people who 
know, love, and live for God every day,” 
he said. “It is an incredible privilege to 
lead students to Christ, encourage be-
lievers as they grow in their faith, and 
prepare ministry students who will one 
day serve churches around the world.”
	 One of his greatest joys has been 
watching students overcome obstacles 
and discover God’s purpose for their lives.
	 “One of the most satisfying parts of my work has been helping struggling stu-
dents succeed and graduate,” Jameson said. “Seeing them persevere and step into 
the calling God has for them is deeply rewarding.”
	 Asked what he would say to a prospective student considering CBC, Jameson 
offered advice reflecting the same trust in God’s leading that first brought him to 
campus years ago.
	 “CBC offers more than meets the eye,” he said. “The mission of the college shapes 
everything that happens here. Learning alongside professors and students who are 
seeking God is an amazing experience. Your faith will be challenged in the best pos-
sible way.” His advice is simple but 
powerful: “Seek God’s will. He knows 
what is best for you. When you clearly 
discern His leading, you can trust that 
He will provide the way.”
	 Dr. Jameson’s story reflects the 
lasting impact of a Christ-centered 
education. What began with rec-
ommendations from two trusted 
pastors led him to CBC, where God 
deepened his faith, refined his call-
ing, and equipped him for a lifetime 
of ministry. Today, he continues that 
investment by helping prepare stu-
dents to serve Christ in churches and 
communities around the world.

	 For more than five decades, Dr. Martin Jame-
son has faithfully served in ministry, investing in 
churches, mentoring future pastors, and sharing 
the hope of the gospel. When he reflects on the 
journey that shaped his life and ministry, he points 
to one place that helped prepare him to fulfill God’s 
calling — Central Baptist College (CBC).
	 His path to CBC began with a life-changing 
decision.
	 “God called me into ministry during the fall 
semester of my freshman year at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock,” Jameson recalled. “I asked 
both my hometown pastor and my college-town 
pastor where I should continue my education. They 
both recommended CBC. I respected them so much 
that I knew I needed to follow their advice.”
	 That decision would not only change the course of his education but also lay the 
foundation for a lifetime of ministry.
	 As a student, Jameson found far more than a college campus. He found a Christ-
centered community where faith was strengthened, friendships were formed, and 
God’s calling became even clearer.
	 “All of the instructors and classes were amazing,” he said. “Being surrounded by 
committed Christians challenged and encouraged me every day. God used both 
students and professors to impact my life in dramatic ways.”
	 His preparation at CBC extended far beyond the classroom. Faculty members 
recognized Jameson’s gifts and regularly recommended him to churches for pulpit 
supply opportunities, allowing him to preach throughout his college years. He also 
completed three summer ministry internships in churches in different states, gaining 
hands-on experience alongside seasoned pastors.
	 “Those opportunities 
helped me polish my 
ministry skills and con-
firmed God’s calling on 
my life,” Jameson said.
	 The academic prepa-
ration he received at 
CBC became the foun-
dation for his lifelong 
ministry.
	 “Earning my Bach-
elor of Arts in Bible 
gave me a deeper and 
clearer understanding 
of Scripture,” Jameson 
explained. “That foun-

CBC is committed to transforming lives by providing an education that integrates Christian 
faith and academic excellence in a Christ-centered environment.

A Life Shaped by Calling and Christ-Centered Education
By Jessica Faulkner, Assistant Vice President for Communications and Marketing
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making tool used in many parts of the world to help people discover God’s truth 
for themselves. Each meeting focuses on three key elements: Heart, where we share 
how God has been at work in our lives; Head, where we study and discover what 
the biblical passage teaches; and Hands, where we decide how we will obey God’s 
Word and with whom we will share the gospel.
	 Our groups are intentionally small, usually consisting of 2 to 10 people. We be-
lieve discipleship begins with one person investing in another, trusting God to bring 
the growth. Rather than gathering at the church building throughout the week, our 
congregation is actively engaging the community in homes, coffee shops, and other 
everyday places.
	 One example is our Tuesday morning group that meets at The Cove Yogurt + 
Coffee. What began as an unconventional idea has become a wonderful opportu-
nity to reach people who are unable to meet in the evenings. This group includes 
Camilo, Pablo, Milciades, and me. It has been exciting to see God’s work in their 
lives. Both Camilo and Pablo came to faith in Christ and were baptized last year, 
and now Camilo is preparing to begin a new DBS in his own home.
	 This is how the Lord has allowed Ebenezer to grow — not by attracting believers 
from other churches, but by reaching people who have never heard the gospel and 
helping them become disciples who make disciples. The growth may seem slow by 
today’s standards, but it is intentional, biblical, and centered on the Great Commission.
	 As the Apostle Paul wrote, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the 
growth” (1 Cor. 3:6).
	 To God be all the glory!

	 “And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teach-
ing and preaching Jesus as the Christ” (Acts 5:42 NASB1995).
	 The first-century church turned the Greco-Roman world upside down with a 
simple yet powerful strategy: every day they taught and proclaimed the gospel, both 
in the temple and from house to house. That biblical model continues to inspire our 
ministry at Ebenezer.
	 With that vision in mind, we use Discovery Bible Studies (DBS), a disciple-

75 years (1951-2026) of sharing the gospel across ARkansas and beyond. 
Our heARtbeat is to see lives changed for the glory of God as we

spread the gospel by planting new churches in AReas where
people need to be connected to Jesus through a community of faith.

	 There are many reasons that 
people find themselves looking for 
a new church, some good, some 
not so good. Bill and Tana Sullins 
tried several churches after their 
church disbanded; none fit. But 
then they found us and found a 
home. They settled in, joined us, 
invited their daughter, who came 
and brought her four children, who 
also all joined; the two youngest 
were saved and baptized here last 
February, and the oldest was mar-
ried here in April. Now, one of 
their great-grandchildren has also 
begun attending with his parents 
when their work schedule allows.
	 His parents currently work in 
Green Forest, but the church is 
praying that they will eventually 
move back to the area and become part of Faith Chapel. Bill and Tana have become 
beloved servants and leaders in Faith Chapel, involved in every aspect of our minis-
try. They are among the most selfless people we know. Their worship and service are 
all about Jesus. We are so thankful that the Lord led them here, and we love them 
dearly!

A Church Home for Four Generations
By Johnny Shew, Missionary • Faith Chapel, Flippin

House to House: Reaching People with the Gospel
By Ruben Isturiz, Missionary • Iglesia Bautista Ebenezer

From Contacts to Disciples
By Neptaly Molina, Missionary • El Faro #2 Hispanic Mission, Cabot/Jacksonville
	 At El Faro #2 Hispanic Mission, our vision is to do more than make contacts. We 
want to build relationships that lead people to Christ, help new believers grow, and 
make disciples who make disciples through groups meeting in homes throughout 
our community.
	 During June and July, we began seeing that vision take shape through personal 
evangelism in several locations. On Saturdays, we connected with about eight people 
at Walmart and other places in the area. I met Juan Castillo and Salomon at Walmart, 
and my wife and I joined Luis and Joel at the Hispanic flea market in Beebe. During 
that outreach, some responded in faith, and we plan to continue returning to build 
relationships and share the gospel.
	 Michael and I are also preparing to set up a table where we can meet people and 
begin gospel conversations. One woman we recently met expressed a desire to attend 
our church. She is preparing to move to Cabot and asked whether we could help with 
the move. Once she is settled in her new home, she plans to begin attending with us.
	 These encounters remind us that ministry often begins by simply being present, 
listening to people, and responding to their needs with the love of Christ.
	 I recently attended training sessions offered by BILD International that empha-
sized reaching and discipling people in their homes. That approach closely reflects 
the direction God has placed on our hearts. We plan to use what I learned as we 

reach people and involve them in the discipleship process.
	 Our vision is rooted in the Great Commission of Matthew 28:19-20. We want to 
make disciples through relational, personal, and intentional evangelism, followed by 
biblical teaching and baptism. Our mission is to focus on new believers and develop 
a multiplying movement within the church through small groups meeting in homes.
	 Three homes are already willing to participate — my home, Michael’s home, and 
Geronimo’s home. In each place, our focus will be to preach the gospel under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, faithfully do the work God has given us, and leave the 
results in His hands.
	 Please pray that God will continue opening doors, preparing hearts, and develop-
ing disciples through El Faro #2 Hispanic Mission. God bless you all.
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“It cuts through the fluff so leaders can build 
skills and friendships.”
	 I love the Student Ministry Workers Retreat — not only 
because I serve as a breakout leader, but because I am a student 
pastor. Each session is practical, answers real questions, and 
creates needed conversations about the challenges we face.
	 Dan Carson brings a pastoral heart to every detail. The retreat 
cuts through the fluff so leaders can build skills and friendships 
with others who understand student ministry. It has strengthened 
our work through Shaping Student Ministry and introduced me to friends I now 
serve alongside.

Ian Dunaway, Co-founder
Shaping Student Ministry

“The retreat planted seeds that continue to 
shape how I think about ministry.”
	 When I attended the retreat a few years ago, its emphasis 
on discipleship challenged me to think beyond simply attending 
church and consider what it means to invest in the spiritual 
growth of others.
	 Looking back, I can see how that message became a 
springboard for what God has been doing through The Hedge 
at the University of Arkansas. Over the past two years, we 
have become more intentional about evangelism, disciple-making, and missions 
mobilization. As students come to faith and grow, we want them to discover God’s 
heart for the nations and join His mission.
	 I am thankful the retreat planted seeds that continue to shape how I think 
about ministry and my role in the Great Commission.

Kaitlyn Dahler, President
U of A Association of Baptist Students

“The sessions were practical, encouraging, and 
filled with ideas I could carry home.”
	 I attended the Student Ministry Workers Retreat for the first 
time last year, and I was excited finally to experience it for myself. 
Dan Carson did an excellent job organizing a program that was 
practical, encouraging, and uplifting.
	 The breakout sessions offered helpful insight into the 
challenges facing students and those who serve them. One 
speaker used a large bag filled with different objects to illustrate 
the priorities and pressures ministry leaders face. It was a simple but powerful visual 
that has stayed with me.
	 I left encouraged by what I had learned and thankful for the opportunity to 
spend the day with others who care deeply about students.

Hayley Maxwell Davis
Farmington public school teacher and local church youth volunteer

• Plan to attend SMWR 2026 on Sept. 19, 2026.
• Visit smwr2026.eventbrite.com to register.

— Student Ministry Matters is the Baptist Missionary 
Association of Arkansas Youth Department. Its goal is to offer 
connections, continuing education and coaching for volunteer, 

part-time and full-time student ministry workers. More 
information can be found at StudentMinistryMatters.com.

SMWR 2026 • Reaching the Next Generation
Why Student Ministry Workers Keep Coming Back

Past attendees share how practical training, honest conversations, and meaningful connections have strengthened their ministries.
By Dan Carson, Director • Student Ministry Matters

“Our youth ministry is stronger because of what 
we have learned.”
	 Over the years, I have attended many student ministry 
conferences, but SMWR consistently stands out for the quality of 
its content, preparation, and practical application. It tackles hard 
topics head-on instead of avoiding them.
	 Sessions addressing anxiety, autism, engaging a post-Christian 
generation, and pornography have given me practical ideas I could 
use immediately. In 2025, my wife and I divided the breakout 
sessions, doubled the material we could bring home, and compared notes afterward.
	 Student ministry was never meant to be done alone, and neither was growing as 
a leader. SMWR has sharpened me year after year, challenged the way I think, and 
strengthened our youth ministry. I have no doubt I will need another notebook in 2026.

Brennan Margos, Student Minister
New Hope Baptist Church, Mineola, Texas

“Affordable, relaxed, relevant, and rich in 
practical resources.”
	 Years ago, during postgraduate research, I asked youth workers 
whether they had ever received even one course or workshop on 
youth ministry. Only 7% of that sample said yes.
	 When I attended SMWR in 2023, I expected helpful content 
on current issues. I did not expect such a strong mix of younger 
and older adults, paid staff, and volunteers from churches of every 
size. I was especially encouraged to see volunteers from smaller 
and mid-sized churches.
	 The retreat was affordable, relaxed, relevant, and rich in practical resources. It also 
gave participants opportunities to build relationships with others who share their 
calling. Helping young people grow in the Lord is incredibly important; helping 
ourselves grow makes us more useful tools in His service.

Dr. Philip Attebery, President
BMA Seminary

“It is a day I look forward to each year because I 
know how much it will bless my life and ministry.”
	 Imagine spending a day with faithful men and women who 
love Jesus, love teenagers, and want to grow in reaching the next 
generation for the glory of God. The Student Ministry Workers 
Retreat is refreshing, encouraging, motivating, meaningful, and fun.
	 It is a day I look forward to each year because I know how 
much it will bless my life and ministry. The retreat gives student 
ministry workers an opportunity to learn, build relationships, and be 
encouraged by others who share the same calling. I would love to see more leaders 
experience it for themselves.

Chris Vines, Family and Youth Pastor
Garrett Memorial Baptist Church, Hope

	 Student ministry can be challenging — and sometimes isolating. The Student Ministry Workers Retreat gives leaders a place to learn, 
connect, and return home better equipped to serve the next generation. Past attendees say the impact continues long after the retreat ends.

Note: Testimonials have been edited for length and clarity.




