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REFLECTIONS ON “HOME”

By: AJ
Missionary to Central Asia
bmaglobal.org

“What if the ache within you is there because you have a home and that
homesickness you've felt in the most exquisite moments of your life is not a defect,
it’s actually a memory? It's a memory that you were meant to belong to the Father.”
-Gavin Ortlund

Editor’s Note:

A]J serves in a creative access nation
in Central Asia, where she is building
relationships, learning language and culture,
and sharing the hope of Christ in a place where
many have little or no access to the gospel. This
summer marked one year since she moved
to Central Asia. In recent months, she has
deepened friendships with local people, spent
time in a neighboring country learning and
serving among an unreached people group,
and continues to pray that the connections
God is providing will open doors for future
gospel work. As you read her reflections on
the meaning of “home,” youw’ll gain a glimpse
into both the joys and challenges of faithfully
following Christ wherever He leads.

have moved states/countries just
a handful of times in my life. The
first couple of times I was pretty
young. I don’t remember much. My
roots as a 3 and 7 year old were not firmly
planted. The third was my move to Mexico.
This move was temporary, I knew a return
date. But its effects have stayed with me to
this day. It was the first time where I really
questioned what the meaning of “home” was.
Very quickly I felt at home in Mexico. I was torn between a “home” where
my physical house was, my family, my childhood friends, 20 years of life
consecutively lived in one area...and a “home” where my soul connected so
deeply to brothers and sisters, to a language I had spent many years studying, to
a warm-welcoming culture, and the tastiest food on the planet. When I returned
from Mexico I realized that the concept of “home” would not ever be the same.
Now the concept of home was connected much more deeply to people rather
than a mix of bricks and cement with a number and street name tied to it.
Last year, when I moved to Central Asia, it was different. It’s different because
I don’t know a return date. I don’t know what government processes and rules
will change that will prevent or allow me to keep a visa. I don’t know what the
Father’s plan is for my timeline. I can plan and prepare, but it is the Father that

directs my steps. After a year living here I am slowly beginning to feel like I can
also call this place home. After my month away in the neighboring country, I
realized that I have so much here that I truly miss. My friends, my Group here,
my favorite coffee shop, my teammates, my gym, the parks. I found myself saying
multiple times this past week “it’s good to be back home”

I'm blessed to have traveled to many places and built relationships with so
many different people. I currently have 5 different types of currency and a small
collection of SIM cards in my wallet. I have 18 time zones tied to people I love
saved on my World Clock app. I have worship songs in 6 different languages that
represent sweet memories in my Spotify playlist. There are friends and family
who make me feel like home in 15+ different countries and many US states.

But no matter where on earth we physically live. No matter where or who we
call “home,” something will always be missing. And I think that’s a good thing.

It is a good thing to be reminded that the ache our hearts feel at any given time
is because it is remembering our home with the Father. It is a painful but helpful
reminder that one day our hearts will be fully satisfied. And a motivator to bring
as many people with us as we can!
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FROM NEPAL TO NORTH TEXAS

By: Dalton Tew

BMA of Texas
bmaglobal.org

Editor’s Note: For security reasons related to previous overseas ministry, Dalton problems. What they find, instead, is hardship, lack of opportunity, and loneliness.
Tew has previously been referred to with the pseudonym “Jacob.” It does not take long for most individuals to realize that their real problems cannot

be solved by a change of location or circumstances.

In the DFW area, we have an opportunity to
connect with these individuals in a way that few
others can. We know their language, their culture, and
their worldview. We have eaten their food, visited
their villages, travelled their roads, and slept in their
homes. Because of this, we believe we have a unique
ability to reach them here.

As BMA of Texas missionaries, we are striving not
only to share the Good News, but make disciples. Our
ultimate goal is to see a church planted among the
Nepalese diaspora, specifically in the Bedford/Euless
region. While there are a couple of Nepalese churches
in DFW, none of them appear to be very sound or
super healthy. We want to create a healthy community
of Nepali believers who have a good understanding
of God and His Word. Our hope is that they will take
what they learn and use it to reach others here, as well
as back in Nepal.

n late 2025, our family transitioned
from serving in Nepal to working
stateside with the BMA of Texas as
missionaries and church planters
among the Nepalese community in the DFW
area. It was quite difficult to say goodbye to our
friends, our ministry, and the country we had
grown to love. However, the need for people to
work and serve among the Nepalese in DFW
is extremely clear to see. There are over 40,000
people in the area who once called Nepal home.
Some still feel like foreigners. Others still don’t
know the English language. Almost all of them,
unfortunately, do not know Jesus.

For most Nepalese people, it was the
American Dream that motivated them to cross the
ocean and leave their homes and their lives. They
arrived thinking a good education, a successful
career, and a large house would solve all of their

200 SHOEBOXES IN HONOR OF A FAITHFUL LEGACY

By: Angela Rice
Director of Short-term Missions
bmaglobal.org

didn’t know Bro. Bobby and Mrs. Ruth Bowman well,

but I have heard their names and stories of faithful

service many times.

The Bowmans served as missionaries in

Honduras for many years. When they returned to the States
to “retire,” Bro. Bobby didn'’t stop serving. He went on to start
Baptist Medical Missions International (BMMI) and faithfully
served with BMMI for many years.

I recently learned that his ministry reached even further.
Bro. Bobby also encouraged and supported the ministries of
Water for Christ and EIM, and he served with Water for Christ
for several years. What a testimony to a life invested in God’s
work! These ministries continue to be strong and make an
impact today.

On August 16, I was honored to join the Bowmans’ family
and pack 200 shoeboxes in memory of this amazing couple.
Three generations gathered together, packing gifts that will be

B L A R AR T |

shared with children in Honduras
this Christmas.

One thing that especially stood
out to me during the prayer over
the shoeboxes was the request
that the faithfulness of Bobby and
Ruth Bowman would be carried on
through the generations.

What a beautiful legacy.

Will you join us in praying for
each person who will receive one of
these boxes—that they will not only
receive a gift, but also hear about the
hope and love of Jesus?

May the faithfulness of Bobby
and Ruth Bowman continue to
make an eternal impact.
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By Davod Marroquin
Changemaker in Quatemala
bmaglobal.org
ow biblical training is strengthening pastors, renewing churches,
and opening doors for the gospel in Guatemala’s northern frontier.
For many years, Petén was one of Guatemala’s most isolated
regions. Located more than 300 miles from Guatemala City, the
journey once took as long as 18 hours over rough, unpaved roads. Though improved
highways and commercial flights have made the region more accessible today,
another challenge remains: many communities are still waiting to hear the gospel.

“Petén was the last region of Guatemala to be reached with the gospel,” says
David Marroquin, BMA Global Regional Coordinator for Central America and
a ChangeMaker serving in Guatemala. “There are still many new ministry fields
where there are no Baptist churches”

Home to approximately 640,000 people, Petén is a diverse region where
Spanish, Qeqchi’ Maya, Mopan Maya, and Itza Maya are commonly spoken.
Despite its diversity, David describes the people
with one simple observation: “They are very
friendly and open to hearing the gospel”

While churches throughout the region
have faithfully sought to make disciples, many
pastors recognized they needed additional
training to better lead their congregations
and faithfully teach God’s Word. In an area
where numerous religious groups compete for
influence, strong biblical leadership has never
been more important.

That need led to a new partnership.

Through BMA Global, David connected
with Bro. Sidney Farmer of Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, and the Bible Training Centre for
Pastors (BTCP) curriculum. Together, they established a biblical training program for
pastors and church leaders throughout Petén.

The response was immediate.

“The pastors and leaders were filled with joy;” David says. “They have always
wanted to receive training that would help them preach and teach with a stronger
biblical foundation?”

The training is intentionally practical. Rather than simply delivering
information, the goal is to equip pastors with tools they can immediately apply
in their churches. As they learn, they return home and put those principles into
practice through preaching, teaching, and discipleship.

David says the results are already becoming evident.

“I have seen them putting into practice what they have learned. They are
intentionally applying the principles they learned in class as they preach and teach”

One story in particular captures the impact of this investment.

When the pastor of a local church in Petén passed away, one of the church’s
leaders was chosen to become the new pastor. Though he accepted the responsibility
with great humility-and a great deal of fear-he also committed himself to growing

REVITALIZING THE CHURCH IN PETEN

Bro. David Marroquin (center left) meets with pastors of the BMA of Guatemala as they receive
biblical training and encourage one another in ministry.

as a shepherd. With the encouragement of his church and support through the
ChangeMaker program, he enrolled in the pastoral training center.

Over time, David has watched God transform his ministry.

“God has continually confirmed his calling to pastoral ministry;” he says.
“Today he faithfully cares for the Lord’s flock and has a sincere desire to keep
growing so he can glorify God through his life and ministry”

That transformation is not happening in just one church.

“When I saw the eagerness of the pastors to receive training so they could
serve the Lord more effectively, I realized their renewed enthusiasm would spread
to their churches,” David explains. “That would begin a process of revitalization
throughout the churches of the region”

The training has also strengthened relationships among pastors themselves. As
they study together, they are building friendships, encouraging one another, and
developing a greater sense of
unity that is now spreading
throughout their churches.

This growing
partnership extends
beyond pastor training.
Earlier this year, a BMMI
medical team served
alongside local churches,
demonstrating Christ’s
love through medical care
while introducing hundreds
of people to the gospel
and a local church. More
recently, a VSM team made
up of GMA girls served in the region, investing in communities and encouraging
believers.

For David, the greatest impact of these teams isn't limited to the week they serve.

“They remind our churches that they are part of a much larger family called
BMA Global,” he says. “That encourages and inspires them to continue serving
the Lord with love and dedication.”

Looking ahead, Marroquin’s vision is clear. He is praying that over the
next five years God will prepare enough workers to plant five new churches in
communities that currently have no gospel witness.

How can churches help without creating dependency?

His answer is simple: pray and invest in training.

“I believe churches should focus on praying for and supporting pastor
training programs so local pastors can develop healthy New Testament churches
that faithfully serve, evangelize, and disciple others.”

When asked what he hopes readers remember most about Petén, David
didn’t hesitate.

“The people of Petén need to know Jesus”
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ONE GOSPEL, ONE MISSION

By Emily Brantley
Lifeword
lifeword.org

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations..” — Matthew 28:19

he Gospel changes everything.
It changes hearts, families, and communities. And when the
Gospel truly takes root in the life of a believer, it changes the way
we see the people around us. We begin to understand that the good
news of Jesus was never meant to stop with us.

That truth was on display this summer as Lifeword and BMA Global joined
ministry partners from across Central and South America in El Salvador for the
Lifeword En Espaifiol Collaborators Conference.

Representatives from El Salvador, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala, Panama,
and Peru came together for three days around a simple theme: “Discipleship: Be
One, Make One.” They came from different countries, cultures, churches, and
ministries, but they were united by the same Gospel and the same calling—to
make disciples.

That shared calling is also at the heart of the partnership between Lifeword
and BMA Global. While the ministries may carry out the Great Commission
in different ways, they are working toward the same goal: equipping believers
and churches to take the hope of Jesus to their
communities and beyond.

Throughout the conference, biblical teaching
continually pointed participants back to the
heart of discipleship. Jesus did not simply call
His followers to make converts. He called them
to make disciples—to walk alongside others,
teach them His Word, help them grow in their
faith, and prepare them to do the same for
someone else.

It is a pattern repeated throughout the
New Testament: the Gospel reaches one life,
transforms it, and then moves through that life
to reach another.

Across Latin America, we saw that pattern
happening in countless ways. God is using
local churches, missionaries, radio broadcasts,
digital media, translated resources, and personal
relationships to take the Gospel to people who might otherwise never hear.

A radio broadcast can carry the message of Jesus into a home a missionary
may never enter. A video shared online can reach someone searching for answers.
A local pastor can walk alongside a new believer as he learns to follow Christ. A
missionary can equip a church to reach its own community.

No single ministry can accomplish the Great Commission alone. That is why
partnership matters.

Lifeword can use media to cross borders and reach into places where physical
access may be difficult. BMA Global can mobilize missionaries and churches to

build relationships, serve communities, and make disciples. Local believers can
then carry the Gospel into places and relationships outsiders could never reach.

Different methods. Different roles. One Gospel. One mission.

Perhaps one of the clearest pictures of that unity came during worship led
by Garifuna believers from Honduras. Throughout the room were people from
different nations and cultures. Some spoke different languages. Their ministries
and communities looked different.

But they shared one Savior.

The Gospel had made them family.

That is one of the beautiful realities of the Great Commission. God’s mission
is bigger than any one missionary, church, organization, or country. Every
believer transformed by Christ has a place in it.

Some go. Some give. Some preach. Some produce media. Some translate.
Some disciple a new believer sitting across a kitchen table.

But all carry the same message into a world that desperately needs to hear it.

As we left El Salvador, we were reminded that partnership is not simply
about organizations working together. It is about the body of Christ working
together—each using the gifts, opportunities, and resources God has given them

to accomplish a mission much bigger than themselves.

Be a disciple. Make a disciple.
One person hears. One life changes. One disciple begins making another.
And together, we keep taking the Gospel farther.

Because the Gospel changes everything.





